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4.9. Development Applications Received 1 July - 30 September 2021 and 1 
October – 31 December 2021.

AUTHOR: Stephen Beattie, Manager Development Services 

ENDORSED BY: Joseph Hill, Director City Strategy

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Applications recieved 1072021 to 30092021 [4.9.1 - 4 pages]
2. Applications recieved 01102021 to 31122021 [4.9.2 - 10 pages]

PURPOSE:

This report provides a list of Development Applications received by Council in Q1 and Q2 of 
financial year 2021/22. Its purpose is to provide Councillors and other interested persons with 
an understanding of the application types received and processed by the Development 
Services Department.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
During Q1, 1 July 2021 to 30 September 2021, 149 applications of all types were received, of 
those, 112 applications had already been determined as of 7 March 2022. A total of 111 
applications were determined in Q1 (Quarter 1) 2021/22 with a mean processing time of 66 
days. 

During Q2, 1 October 2021 to 31 December 2021, 164 applications of all types were received, 
of those, 55 applications had been determined as of 7 March 2022. A total of 149 applications 
were determined in Q2 (Quarter 2) 2021/22 with a mean processing time of 64 days.

This report is normally prepared quarterly to align with the Legal and Planning Committee 
and provides a monthly break down of application types as well as additional commentary. 
Due to the break in Committee meetings over the Christmas period, two quarters are 
presented in this report.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

There are no financial implications arising directly from this report.

RECOMMENDATION:
 1. THAT the Development Applications received in Q1 and Q2 of financial year 2021/22   
report be received.  
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LINK TO COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN

The relationship with the Community Strategic Plan is as follows:

5. Our Civic Leadership
5.1 Council leads the strategic direction of North Sydney
5.2 Council is well governed and customer focused

BACKGROUND

Development application processing is of significant interest to the community. This report 
provides up to date information regarding application submission and trends. 

CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS

Community engagement is not required.

DETAIL

This report provides a list of the applications received by Council between 1 July and 30 
September (Q1) and 1 October and 31 December 2021 (Q2). 

Its purpose is to provide Councillors and other interested people with some understanding of 
the application types received and processed by the Development Services Department. 

During Q1, 149 applications were received and of those, 112 applications have been 
determined as of 7 March 2022. A total of 111 applications were determined in Q1 (Quarter 
1) 2021/22 with a mean processing time of 66 days.
 
During Q2, 164 applications were received and of those, applications have been determined 
as of 7 March 2022. A total of 55 applications were determined in Q2 (Quarter 2) 2021/22 
with a mean processing time of 64 days.

The attached computer-generated report summarises the applications received by Council in 
Q1 and Q2 2021/2022 fiscal year. Contained within the report is:

1. The application number expressed as year, sequential number, and modification 
number, if any; i.e. 2005/92/5 is modification 5 to an application originally received 
and determined in 2005;

2. The date received by Council;
3. The determination date if applicable;
4. A brief description of the proposal;
5. The property address;
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6. The applicant’s name;
7. The estimated cost for new works applications
8. A brief description of the type of application

Full details of each application are available through DA (Development Application) Tracking 
on Council’s website. 

Nature of applications received. 

To provide a greater understanding of the work undertaken by assessment planners a 
summary of application type by month is provided:

Application Type July 2021 August 2021 September 2021
Modifications. 11 17 13
Commercial Alts. 2 3 3
Demolition only. 0 0 0
Change of use. 2 2 2
Residential Alts. 27 18 24
Boarding House 0 0 0
New Mixed Use. 2 0 2
New Commercial. 0 0 0
School. 0 0 1
Multi Dwelling. 2 0 1
New RFB 2 2 1
Remediation. 0 0 0
Boarding House 0 0 0
New Dwellings 1 3 0
Sign. 1 0 2
Sub-division. 3 0 2
Pool. 0 0 0
Total. 53 45 51

 
Application Type October 2021 November 2021 December 2021

Modifications.  18
 

11 19

Commercial Alts. 1 3 4
Demolition only. 0 0 1
Change of use. 1 0 1
Residential Alts. 28 21 28
Boarding House 1 0 0
New Mixed Use. 0 0 0
New Commercial. 1 0 0
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Application Type October 2021 November 2021 December 2021

School. 0 0 0
Multi Dwelling. 1 0 1
New RFB 0 1 3
Remediation. 0 0 0
New Dwellings 4 0 4
Sign. 1 2 2
Sub-division. 1 2 0
Pool. 2 0 1
Other 0 1 1
Total. 59 41 64

This information has been gleaned from monthly reports, which in conjunction with an 
outstanding application by officer report, are used for application management and work 
allocation purposes by Management. Information regarding application type is enhanced 
from the raw data to give a better overall picture of the types of applications received.

It may be observed that on average one quarter of the application stream relates to 
modifications to applications. A modification is processed in a comparable way to a fresh DA 
and may, dependent on the nature of the modification, require significant work. The 
proportion of modifications now making up the application stream has grown in recent years, 
due to the greater scrutiny place on building certifiers and an increasing reluctance to use 
previous discretions. 

Longer term trends.

To give some understanding of longer-term trends the following application received by 
quarter for each fiscal year is also provided below.
 

 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022
Q1 173 176 145 146
Q2 178 171 148 164
Q3 122 108 125 122 (est)
Q4 142 124 146  
Total 615 579 564  

As can be seen there is a common pattern of application lodgment, most strong in Q1, Q2 and 
Q4. These quarters have an elevated level of business activity. Q3 reflects the immediate 
period after the holiday season and as can be seen is consistently slower across the years.

Some comment is appropriate on the significant impacts that Covid 19 had on application 
lodgement which can be seen most clearly in the Q3 2019-20 application numbers. For the 
first three quarters of 2020 calendar year application lodgement dropped by around 15% 
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compared with the corresponding period of 2019. 2021 has seen as return of the application 
lodgement rate to be within 4% of the corresponding period in 2019. If current trends 
continue application submission rate for this financial year may be comparable to the pre 
pandemic years. 
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