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3.4. Reconfiguration of Primrose Park Update

AUTHOR David Manson, Manager Parks & Reserves
ENDORSED BY Gary Parsons, Director Open Space and Infrastructure

ATTACHMENTS 1. Primrose Park Sports Field Reconfiguration _ Post Exihibition 
Report [3.4.1 - 39 pages]

CSP LINK 1. Our Living Environment
1.4 Well utilised open space and recreational facilities

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this report is to provide the Sport and Recreation Reference group with the 
outcome of the Primrose Park Sports Fields Reconfiguration proposal. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

That at its meeting on the 26 June 2023, the Council resolved to discontinue the Primrose 
Park Reconfiguration project and that a compromise on the proposed reconfiguration will be 
to improve current drainage, which will increase the playing hours. 

An assessment and financial costings of the improved drainage will be undertaken in the 
2023/24 financial year with a view to undertaking these works in the 2024/25 financial year.  

RECOMMENDATION:
1. THAT the Sport and Recreation Reference Group receive the Reconfiguration of Primrose 
Park Update report.
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Background

This project has been reported through Council’s Sport and Recreation Reference Group since 
May 2018.

On 15 November 2022, the Sport and Recreation Reference Group resolved to recommend:
that a report be provided to Council detailing the concept of the Primrose Park 
Reconfiguration Project including the results of the Traffic, Parking and Acoustic studies
The minutes of this meeting were endorsed by Council at its meeting held on 12 December 
2022.

On 30 January 2023, Council resolved:
1. THAT the Primrose Park Reconfiguration Project be endorsed for public exhibition for a 
minimum period of 42 days.
2. THAT a further report be provided to Council following the conclusion of the public 
exhibition period for the purpose of considering any submissions received and adopting the 
project. 

The exhibition period ran from 7 March to 16th May 2023 and was promoted in accordance 
with the prepared project-specific Engagement Strategy.

A post exhibition report was presented to Council at its meeting on Monday the 26th of June 
2023 where it was resolved: 

1. THAT the Primrose Park reconfiguration project be discontinued. 
2. THAT the Primrose Park reconfiguration budget be reallocated to capital works reserve 
pending a full costing being undertaken for upgrades to the turf playing surfaces and drainage 
improvements at Primrose Park. 
3. THAT Council reassess the usage of other sports grounds including North Sydney Oval and 
the Bon Andrews Oval to see what other capacity for organised sport may be available. 
4. THAT Council write to the NSW Planning Minister to note that developer contributions are 
not funding proportionate new sporting and recreational facilities to match increased density 
targets, and asks what the government will do to fix this.

Report

Council sought feedback on the proposed reconfiguration of Primrose Park, Cammeray which 
seeks to accommodate an additional playing field. 

This change was proposed to meet the demand from local sporting clubs and schools for more 
sports fields. An additional sports field would allow Council to accommodate further training 
as well as additional weekend games.

A total of 140 submissions were received, with 73% (102) opposing the proposal and 27% (38) 
supporting the proposal.
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Summary of reasons given in support of the project:

- net increase in sports fields to aid with participation demand;
- improved amenities that provide a safe and suitable facility all participants, both male, 

female; and
- cricket pitches removed from Winter sport playing surfaces.

Summary of reasons against the project:
- lack of parking and increase in traffic movements;
- less passive open space availability;
- increase in noise; and
- less opportunity for dog walking.

A compromise on the proposed reconfiguration is to improve the playing surfaces (in the 
existing configuration) by improving drainage and providing alternative turf surfaces. This will 
increase the playing hours through the fields being able to cope with and recover from wet 
weather events in a faster time frame. This approach would need to be fully costed and could 
occur in the financial year 2024/25.

Consultation requirements

Community engagement has occurred in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement 
Protocol. The detail of this report provides the outcomes from the engagement for Council to 
consider prior to adoption. 

Financial/Resource Implications

Council has allocated $600,000.00 in capital funding within the 2023/24 financial year for this 
project to be implemented, as reported to Council via the draft Operational Plan & Budget 
2023/24.

Council has allocated $255,000.00 to improve the drainage on the Primrose Park Sports fields 
in the 2023/24 financial year.

These two budget items for the 2023/24 financial year will be reallocated to capital works 
reserve to enable a process to be undertaken to gain accurate costings for full drainage and 
playing surface refurbishments for assessment for the 2024/25 financial year.
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