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About the Coal Loader
The Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability (the Coal Loader) is an exciting place to learn about all aspects 
of sustainability. Located in Waverton, just 2km from the Sydney Harbour Bridge, it is an ex-industrial 
coal-loading facility, which has been transformed into a centre of excellence for sustainability by North 
Sydney Council. 

Officially opened in July 2011, the Coal Loader features a cottage for sustainable meeting and learning, 
wetlands, a community garden, a native bushland nursery, historical tunnels, First Nations’ engraving, a 
renewable energy Platform, a Colonnade, workshop space, parklands and a beautiful bushland reserve 
right next door. 

The historic 2.8ha waterfront site has been retrofitted with state-of-the-art sustainable technologies.

The name ‘the Coal Loader’ comes from the industrial use of the site, which began in 1917 when the Sydney 
Coal Bunkering Company began developing the site for coal loading operations, which ran until 1992.

The Coal Loader showcases innovation, enables hands-on learning about sustainability in everyday life, 
and serves as a community meeting point and hub for Council’s extensive range of environmental and 
sustainability programs.

What will you see?
A visit to the Coal Loader will enable your students to:

•	 Information and real-life examples of sustainable living
•	 Heritage buildings that have been retrofitted to showcase energy and water efficiency
•	 First Nations’ engraving and a Bush Food Garden
•	 A thriving human made wetland
•	 A reserve, including rare and endangered flora 

and fauna
•	 Community gardens with chickens
•	 Historic coal-loading equipment from the last 

century, including the original coal-loading 
tunnels and wharf

•	 A newly adapted platfrom* containing solar 
photovoltaic cells and community garden plots

•	 A state of the art local government facility.


