ANZAC PARK PRECINCT MEETING
Wednesday 30 July 2025; 6.30pm

ATTENDEES : JB, SW, MW, TC, MT, MDS, CG, AG, SO, SW, GG, NC, SB, GT, DS
APOLOGIES : JO, SR, IC, PB, CB, JD, DD

Guest Speaker: Mayor Zoe Baker

Questions forwarded to Mayor prior to the meeting

WHT and Warringah Freeway Expansion Roadworks

Tree Replacement Strategy. When will Cammeray be told when, what and
where? Berrys Bay is not of great interest but is erroneously used as a
solution — which it is not!

Mayor agreed that Berrys Bay is not the solution for the loss of land at
Cammeray, & Council reiterate that repeatedly to TINSW — that the
requirement still stands.

Council met with TENSW on Thurs 29 July in a Tree Replacement Project
meeting. Community will be informed shortly of schedules and locations.

A plan for Cammeray Park will go out for Community consultation.
Councillors were briefed by TINSW. Councillors have been asking TINSW
how much land will be returned. TENSW say that the planning for
Cammeray Park is taking longer than expected and they are hoping to have
something out for exhibition in late 2025-2026.

Cammeray Golf Club lease extends to 2026. Until then it is not in Council
hands. Will Council continue negotiating for this lease to come under Council
control?

Council continue to push for the clubhouse & car park lease of Cammeray
Golf course to be handed to Council. This lease expires in 2026. Mayor has
put this to Jenny Atchison very recently this past week.

Under Council's Open Space & Recreation Policy, they have done a plan for
the whole of that land, depending on resourcing, and need to know what
they can do and what priorities they can set.

Anzac Park Precinct’s detailed Tree Replacement submission in January 2023
contained suggested locations and tree species in the Cammeray area and
was a resource for Council which would be useful for Council to examine and



support. Can you please advise whether the document has been considered
by Council and what the Council’s approach is.

Mayor advised that Council staff have our document and are referring to it.
50% of the replacement trees could be planted within the 500m zone,
thereby meeting the Conditions of Consent.

Council had wanted — & had asked TfNSW to order — the trees years back, so
that they would have grown to a good height when planting down the track .
This did not happen. Unlike the Pool Project which did this and have 150
lillypillies ready to plant there.

TfNSW have now finalised the modelling. Now what remains is on-the-
ground visits to the potential identified site areas, investigations re proximity
of infrastructure, etc. After that, TFNSW will commence Community
consultation. Mayor says that she continues to push canopy measurement —
our target is 40% in North Sydney.

Drainage in Anzac Park: TINSW Design Team is preparing plans for drainage
in Anzac Park. Is the Council aware of this and have the plans been reviewed
and what is the Council’s view?

Council are aware but are not a party to them and await further information.
Anzac Park is a Crown Reserve under the care of the Council. No summary of

TfNSW works in that area has been released so that Council can share

them with Community — but this has been requested.

Can TINSW hand back the land on which the 3 houses they acquired in Anzac
Park stand? Could Council ask TINSW to demolish the 3 houses they acquired
in Cammeray Avenue, and add the land to Anzac Park?

Mayor supports this proposition, and will draft & table a Mayoral Minute on
this.

Traffic Management

How can Council assist in addressing the traffic safety concerns that the
Anzac Park Public School community has for its students?

The Mayor will take it on notice and arrange for Council to liaise with APPS
P&C.

Financial Sustainability

Could you please provide details of financial sustainability measures already
implemented and in the pipeline to be implemented by the Council —
specifically decisions around headcount, service catalogues, pricing of
services and productivity?



Mayor detailed the range of critical measures that the Council has put in
train and explained why they were necessary and long overdue.

THE McMAHONS PT RESERVE FEES TO WATCH FIREWORKS

Council reluctantly bit the bullet and resolved to impose this fee. One
attendee pointed out that @ 1.30 am on New Years Day the lines for trains
back to the City confirm that the majority of attendees at the fireworks are
from out of area so the price is arguably justifiable.

ASSET SALES

Council resolved to do a review of council's property assets. Council

doesn't have as many of the sort of commercial assets everybody seems to
think. The terraces in Ridge Street and all of the land around the Council
Chambers were acquired by previous Councils between 1900 and the 1930s
and 40s, and they are the legacy of public open space that we now all enjoy.

The Act requires that Councils take into consideration intergenerational
equity when making decisions. Bearing in mind the land prices here, the
growing population, and the high density, Council is deeply aware of the
need for public spaces and public community facilities for our population in
North Sydney LGA to be able to live well.

Other than these terraces, Council’s other key asset is a $3m revenue-
generating one — the Ward Street Car Park (off Berry St). To sell an asset that
generates a revenue stream without a replacement for that revenue stream
would be reckless. If you are intending to sell an asset there needs to be the
requisite planning to maximize the yield to get the highest and best amount
of money to put into paying down the debt, and adding another council asset
or the renewal of a council asset.

ROAD SALES
Council has had 2 approaches from private schools — from Shore & Redlands.

Last November Redlands approached them to enter into discussions with
them about Monford Place near the park in Neutral Bay, where they own the
land on 3 sides of that cul-de-sac. Shore School have been after the last
portion of Edward St for decades, and asked to enter into discussions about
Council selling that part of the road.

Council resolved on Monday night to have a look at selling the road to

Shore after community consultation. They have adopted a public domain
Master Plan for that precinct, and that has long included a land swap for
some public open space for the basketball courts on the corner of Edwin and
Mount Streets in return for that portion of the road that they want to buy. But
if you sell off pieces of road the money that you gain from that sale can only
be used for road purposes, and can't go into general revenue.



PRIVATE SCHOOLS NOT PAYING RATES

The Mayor explained how the Government is being consistently lobbied by
North Sydney Council, and pressure is mounting; but it is unlikely to be a
huge figure per school. Legislative amendment at the State level is required,
and so far this is lacking. But pressure is mounting. Shore and Redlands are
the two highest-fee & wealthiest land-owning schools in our Lower North
Shore area.

Council resolved to call on the State government to amend the Local
Government Act and the Education Act so that if the private schools
want to voluntarily contribute in cash or in kind, they can.

So far private schools are not cooperating — not even with regard to sharing
of resources. [Sydney Symphony were charged a huge fee for hire of Shore’s
Hall. How does that sit with the schools saying they are Not For Profit —
which is part of their argument that they are solely for education and are
therefore unable to offer to pay rates?]

OVERDUE MAINTENANCE

Due to the dire budgetary constraints, reactive maintenance instead of
carefully scheduled maintenance is what Council management are having
to juggle these years — competing priorities

Emergency repairs are non-negotiable...Basketball Courts, The Oval
Grandstands, the Stanton Library, the Crows Nest Community Centre, not to
mention seawalls... The list is endless.

The Stanton Library serves us from the cradle to the grave and has a high
borrowing rate. Private tutors use it for free; they should be targeted. Same
for out-of-area users. The bottom line is that the Library desperately

needs maintenance work, updating & extensions.

Council knows & is looking at ways to charge private schools for use — and
for trainers, boot camps & weddings. The new app they have developed will
facilitate the Rangers to act. Kids' birthday parties are free, but huge
weddings at Blues Point Reserve are not.

Has the Council made any progress on the consolidation of services and
sharing of costs with other councils (eg, finance, HR, IT, legal, technical
services) and procurement of third party services (eg, rubbish collection,
repairs & maintenance)?

The Mayor explained that they do this especially where procurement is
concerned.

Update on the path to completion for the North Sydney Pool - costs,
commercial arrangements and status of legal action.



The Mayor openly outlined the issues fully for attendees.

The meeting closed at 7.55pm.



