
HARRISON-BENNETT PRECINCT 
 

Minutes of General Meeting  
held on Thursday, 5 February 2026 at 6 pm at 

 Cremorne Early Childhood Centre, 108 Parraween Street, Cremorne 

Attendance 19 attendees 
2 apologies:  CC, JR 
 
2 new attendees as a result of flyer 

Previous 
Meeting 
Minutes 
and SOA 

The minutes of the 6 November 2025 meeting were confirmed by DY and seconded 
by JY. 

Council’s SOA was shared with meeting attendees. It can be viewed on the NSC 
website at  https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct 

Convenor 
actions 

NA 

 

SRV 
SK provided information about Council’s latest SRV Proposal. 

Extraordinary Council Meeting 19 January 2026 - update 

Council resolved to submit an application to IPART for a 52.66% SRV and 64% 
increase in the Minimum Rate over three years, starting 2026-27. 

The SRV was supported by Councillors 7:3. 

Those who voted in favour: Mayor Zoe Baker, Councillors Nicole Antonini, MaryAnn 
Beregi, Chris Holding, Angus Hoy, Shannon Welch, Godfrey Santer 

Those who voted against: Councillors James Spencely, Jessica Keen and Efi Carr. 

 Extraordinary Council Meeting 21 January 2026 - update 

The three Councillors who voted against the SRV lodged a rescission motion and put 
forward a more modest alternative proposal that would see the Minimum Rate increase 
by 30% just for 1 year. 

 This rescission motion was defeated by a vote of 6:3. 

Those who voted in against: Mayor Zoe Baker, Councillors Nicole Antonini, MaryAnn 
Beregi, Chris Holding, Shannon Welch, Godfrey Santer 

Those who voted for: Councillors James Spencely, Jessica Keen and Efi Carr. 

Timeline 

Council is expected to have submitted their application to IPART by 2 February 2026, 
which is the IPART deadline. 



It is expected that the submissions window will open some time after that, and run for 
3 weeks. 

 Community feedback from Micromex surveys in Phase 2 - summary 

Support for Option 3 (52.66% SRV):   

● 20% of respondents in the opt-in (online) survey 
● 22% in the demographic (telephone) survey.   

Support for Option 2 (39.9% SRV):   

● 19% of respondents in the opt-in (online) survey 
● 26% in the demographic (telephone) survey.   

Support for Option 1 (rate-peg only):   

● 61% of respondents in the opt-in (online) survey 
● 52% in the demographic (telephone) survey.   

The opt-in survey involved 707 respondents, while the demographic survey involved 
403 respondents. 

These results show that only about 20% support Option 3.  Therefore it cannot be 
concluded from the surveys that the SRV is supported by the community. 

IPART criteria 

IPART will assess the proposal based on the following criteria: 

● Demonstration of financial need 
● Demonstration of community awareness and understanding  
● Reasonableness of impact on ratepayers 
● Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework documentation 
● Productivity and cost-containment strategies 

Council proposal 

 Option 3 will raise $278 million over 10 years and be allocated to: 

●  Infrastructure renewals: $186 M 
●  Informing Strategies, now called Operating Initiatives and New Infrastructure: 

$34M 
●  Reserves: $40M 
●  Corporate Systems $18M 

Issues and discussion (including comments from attendees) 

● Community cannot assess the merits of each option easily as there is a lack of 
information.   

● Infrastructure backlog appears overstated based on analysis by Dr David Bond 
(undertaken originally in respect of the 2025-26 SRV but still relevant to 
Council’s current proposal.  Video: North Sydney council's $100 million 
infrastructure problem 



● The survey design used by Council seems biased - it had the effect of 
encouraging answers that favoured increased spending and services. 

● Business owners may choose to leave the LGA if rates increase too much 
(particularly small business). It was noted that in New York that many 
businesses have left. 

● Council has not adequately developed any asset recycling proposals that could 
reduce the scale of any SRV that might be required. 

● Each LGA is unique, therefore comparing North Sydney’s rates with other 
LGA’s is not particularly meaningful in an assessment of whether North Sydney 
LGA has a demonstrated financial need for the proposed SRV. 

● Council’s Capacity to Pay analysis has concluded that the community has 
“exceptional capacity” to absorb the rate increases.  However some of the 
statistics that Council uses are out of date.  For instance, Council cites 2021 
data. Since 2021, interest rates, inflation and rents have increased significantly, 
therefore cost of living is likely to be higher today than in 2021. 

● If rates are increased, trade-offs will need to be made by some households, for 
instance, some households may have to forego expenditure on items such as 
medical care, children’s activities etc. These trade-offs have not been 
acknowledged by Council. 

 Agreed Action 

- That the Convenors make a Precinct submission to IPART (unanimously 
supported) 

- That Precinct members make their own submissions and encourage their 
family and neighbours to do the same. 

 
Public feedback will be possible from 17 February via the IPART website 

Traffic It was noted that on-going traffic issues in Spofforth St and the surrounding road 
network will be presented at the first Council meeting of the year scheduled for 9 Feb 
2026.   The Council report with recommended actions via the NSC website: 

https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/council-meetings/293/09-02-2026-council-
meeting 

The report writer cites "limited crash history on the western side of Spofforth Street", 
asserting there have only been 3 crashes at Spofforth/Holt in the last 5 years and that 
these incidents occurred prior to their recent 2024 "collaborative project between 
Mosman and North Sydney Council" to improve road safety.  

Precinct members were encouraged to express their concerns to Councillors prior to 
the 9 Feb 2026 meeting.  

Development 

 

A summary of developments in the vicinity were provided: 
 
27-37 Bydown Street Neutral Bay (DA310/2025): subject to land and environment 
proceedings.  Reviewed by the North Sydney Local Planning Panel (NSLPP) on 4 
February 2026. The Council Officer’s recommendations were endorsed by the Panel, 
and the development application was refused. However the Panel “given the existence 



of the Interim Heritage Order on the subject site, the panel had no alternative but to 
refuse the Development Application” 

54 - 64 Barry Street Neutral Bay – DA12/2026/1  Neutral Precinct 

Demolition of all existing structures on site. Construction of a residential flat building 
development containing 45 units (including 8 affordable housing units), 3 levels of 
basement car parking accommodating 62 parking spaces, communal spaces on the 
ground floor and rooftop, associated works including tree removal, site preparation, 
basement excavation, engineering and landscaping works. Submissions close 
20/2/2026 

DA 456/2025/1 – 16, 18 & 18A Watson Street, Neutral Bay (behind the Watson 
Street bus stops) will be considered by North Sydney Council under the new State 
Government SEPP Infill Affordable Housing and Low and Mid-Rise Housing rules. 
The proposal is for a nine-storey building (28.6 metres) located at a sensitive boundary 
adjoining low density residential homes. 
 
Woolworths Rangers Road SSD - still under assessment by the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. 

Streetscape 

 
Double-Yellow Line markings at the Military Rd end of Rangers Rd are faded. It was 
noted that motorists regularly perform illegal u-turns within this area. 
 
 
Spofforth St near Cranbrook Avenue - a section of the footpath has cracked creating 
a trip hazard for pedestrians 

Other 
business 

None 

Financial 
report 

Bank Balance as at the last meeting date was $1725.46 
Expenses: nil 
Closing Balance as at 6.2.26:  $1725.46  

Meeting close The meeting concluded at 7.45pm. 

Next Meeting The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 5 March 2026 

.  


