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Minutes of the Kirribilli Precinct Meeting held on the 4th of December 
2025 

Venue: Church by the Bridge, Broughton Street Kirribilli 

Meeting was opening by the Chair at 7.30pm 

Meeting Opening: 

Chair – welcomed 35 Registered attendees, thanked James Nettleton (Treasurer) who 
will support as temporary Secretary for this meeting, thanked those who assisted with 
Flyer distribution across Kirribilli and Bradfield areas and gave a statement 
Acknowledgement of Country. 

The Chair then Welcomed and introduced the CEO of NS Council – Therese Cole 
(TC) 

In her address, TC covered: 

• A brief background of career, including that she commenced at NSC 3 years ago, 
having been at other Councils previously. 

• Offered comments and observations on: 
• What TC experienced upon arrival included 

o 400 staff 
o Antiquated systems and technology – impacting service, process, 

planning and efficiency 
o Top-heavy management structure and accountability – TC now has 3 

direct reports 
o No Risk Management 

• The NS Pool Project – significant financial impact on Council  
• The Councils Direction and Priorities 
• Councils focus on rebuilding Executive and Team capabilities 
• Financial Situation upon arrival and current position. Council is facing into 

the needs to repair, maintain and improve Assets, upgrade systems, finance 
loan repayment and commence pathway to rebuild reserves.  

• What can the Community expect from the Council 
• TC summarised the Strategies for Council 

 
• Therese then discussed the need for the SRV and acknowledged issues with 

the one from last year. The LGA/Community is growing and changing, but 
infrastructure is not keeping up with the demand  

• Observed Council is too reactive, not proactive. 
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• Outlined the 3 SRV Options – expanded on the need for Council to upgrade 
ageing infrastructure, ageing buildings owned by Council. For Example – 
Stanton Library is well patronised yet has had a leaking roof for some time. 

• TC outlined potential for development of the Civic precinct block in North 
Sydney (area adjacent to the Council Chambers) and the considerations 
around direction for the Ward St carpark. The SRV Option 3 would partially 
contribute to some of these things. 

• Process of SRV considerations is: 
o Community Consultation closed on 2nd December 
o Analysis of Community response underway 
o Consideration and Recommendation by Council at 19th January 

Council meeting  
o Submission to IPART on 2nd February 
o TC expects IPART to undertake community consultation thereafter 
o IPART determination in May/early June to come into effect for the 26-

27 Financial Year. 
o TC observed this timing may require Council to revisit budgets 

depending on the IPART ruling 

Question from the floor – 

• Recommendation of having an “arm’s length” Financial Advisory Board. TC 
observed answered this by saying there is one – called the Audit and Risk 
Committee – like an “Oversight” committee. 

• With the many new Units/buildings within the NS LGA, there should be an 
increase in rate revenue? TC outlined that this is a challenge for NSC – as many 
of these new units are at the minimum rate (despite the market value of that unit, 
or location). 

• Can we charge Schools in the LGA for the high usage of the public spaces by 
school children? TC outlined Council cannot charge Schools rates – however we 
are considering charging schools for open space usage. Council is also 
considering charging Personal Trainers who use parks etc, and also Kayakers 
who use park/council infrastructure. 

• Resident mentioned the dusk and asbestos from the Bradfield Park South, 
under the Bridge. This area has suffered from lead paint and other chemicals 
leaching into the soil from the Bridge.  TC stated that T4NSW is predominantly 
responsible for this not so much Council. Chair observed that this item is on the 
agenda for the Precinct meeting and more information will follow to assist 
community in understanding this matter.  
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• A community member observed “Confidence in the Council’s financial 
acumen is low – TC responded by saying that Council is committed to rebuilding 
trust and confidence in the community.  

Chair offers a sincere thanks to TC for her presentation on behalf of Kirribilli precinct 
Community and welcomed the opportunity for future sessions with Council Executive in 
the future. (TC left the meeting) 

Chair Observations: 

1. Congratulated the entire community on the success of the Milsons Point Post 
Office campaign. It represented a great example of what community can achieve 
when everyone comes together. Observed that every letter, every phone call, 
every signature on the petition, every social media post, every voice at rallies and 
meetings, every political engagement made this success happen.  

2. Proud to recognise our Precinct is now Kirribilli Precinct 
3. Observed that with this expanded responsibility, the need for Secretarial support 

has never been greater. Objective is to establish a 2-person co-secretarial 
structure. Chair observed the current situation is not sustainable – and 
encouraged attendees and through them their neighbours, friends and family to 
consider nominating for Kirribilli Precinct secretary. Chair observed it is a very 
satisfying, fun and interesting learning experience.  

Minutes – minutes of 4th October meeting were accepted unanimously  

Matters arising – Chair recognised KP has not yet approached James Milson Retirement 
Village regarding the Avocado tree and committed to take this matter up for precinct. 

Item 5: Paton’s Boatshed 

Revised DA is being considered by the NS Planning Panel on 10th December (online 
meeting at 10.30am) Comments from the floor around ongoing acoustic issues, parking 
issues, environmental impact issues, continued plan to extend piers into Careening 
Bay. Consensus was the EPA should be front and centre of a submission. 

Chair encouraged Residents to register via the barcode on the correspondence and 
make submissions. 

Agreed Precinct will register to attend. 

MOTION: Moved SG : 2nd JC – unanimous. 

 

Item 6: Deterioration of Condition of Bradfield Park South (BPS) 

Chair summarised ownership/trusteeship structures and the subsequent vesting of 
some portions of BPS to T4NSW for Bridge works. Outlined Lavender Bay Precinct have 
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done a lot of background on this item of Bradfield Park South, and the degradation of 
the soil and landscape under the Bridge. Resident observed the soil has been 
contaminated by oil and lead-based paint from the Bridge for many years. Observed 
that T4NSW have requested current usage of the worksite on BPS until 2028 – this has 
not been accepted/rejected by NSC. 

Discussion from the floor followed with the following observations: 

• Observation that is an iconic location not just for North Sydney, but for all of 
Sydney. Proximity to the Opera House, Harbour Bridge, Luna Park and the 
pending NSOP make is unique.  

• Currently an complete eye-sore, health hazard and degrading defacto sports 
field for schools 

• Soil may need to be removed to mitigate the contamination issue 
• Dust particles are significantly impacting on adjacent residents 
• Site needs a full master plan, including reparations and strategic landscape 

design strategy 
• Work needs to be done to piece together responsibility 
• Suggestions of all soil being removed, and some sort of terracing occurring. 

Chair outlined that Lavendar Bay Precinct have enquired on the potential for a joint-
Precinct working group to tackle this matter and requested Kirribilli Precinct support. 
They seek 2 members of the Kirribilli Precinct community to participate in the initial 
stages of this work. Chair requested volunteers – with great appreciation Liz Harbison 
and Stuart Fuller immediately stood up to participate. 

Motion :  That Kirribilli Precinct (KP) support the establishment of a joint working group 
with Lavendar Bay Precinct and KP propose Liz Harbison and Stuart Fuller represent KP 
on this joint-Precinct BPS Working Group. 

Moved SG : 2nd JC – unanimous. 

Item 7 – Ride Share Parking proposal for Broughton Street – South 

Observations from the floor included: 

• General acknowledgement of the development of Active transport options 
across the LGA. 

• Questions on the quantity, usage frequency, user profile of Car Share 
arrangements currently 

• Question also on the revenue impact on NSC – given the stated significant loss of 
parking revenues by Council – is NSC making compensatory revenues from Car 
Share arrangements? 
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• Observed Kirribilli is already well-served with Car Share parking arrangements – 
particularly in proximity to Milsons Point Station 

• Observed that Broughton Street is extremely busy, and businesses depend upon 
passing traffic. Suggestion that a site lower in Broughton or on Fitzroy Street in 
the Bridge tunnel may serve the proposed purpose more appropriately.  

Motion :  

Kirribilli Precinct formally write to NSC requesting more information and data on the 
number and usage Profiles of pre-existing Car Share parking arrangements to fully 
inform community and Kirribilli Precinct recommend an alternate site in Fitzroy Street 
under the Bridge. 

Moved SG : 2nd JC – unanimous. 

Item 8:  Alfred Street South Off Ramp  

Chair detailed that at a Combined Precinct Meeting T4NSW advised the Alfred Street 
South Off Ramp would close again from 2nd to 28th January.  

Agreed that Kirribilli Precinct would register concerns to Council and T for NSW 
regarding this closure (which was not flagged at during previous consultations on this 
ramp) 

Other traffic comments from the floor: 

• the need to consider the phasing of the Traffic lights at the big roundabout from 
Alfred Street south into High Street. 

• Visibility when driving down from Highway going east into the roundabout and 
looking to the left at traffic coming from the off ramp – visibility is hindered by the 
temporary fencing area on the left – making it difficult to see traffic. 

• When will the Cycleway works be completed? 
• What has happened to the $2M grant that Council received for giving the land 

alongside the railway to the Cycleway?  
• Bikeshare bikes are being dumped everywhere, as we know – has Council 

considered a proposal for racks for the bikes? Can such bikes be registered? 

Item 9. General Business – 

1. Sewage smell at bottom of Willoughby Road(near Wrixon Park). Sydney Water 
have been there several times, and have been good – and have set up monitors 
etc, but smell persists. This may is not a Council issue, but Council should be 
made aware of it. 

2. Wine Bar/Troll Bar – brought to Precinct community attention as DA has been 
resubmitted. Chair encouraged community to make submissions however 
proposed Precinct does not submit formally.  
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3. Lower Broughton Street ‘Ripple’ Strip – a resident has raised the issue of the 
ripple strip left when the speed hump was removed from lower Broughton Street. 
Comments included: 

a. Removal of the hump was a good thing for impacted residents  
b. Other residents observed that the removal of the device, with no 

compensative traffic speed abatement measures was irresponsible by 
Council and has led to significant traffic speed safety issues in Broughton 
Street 

c. Question whether other speed calming devices be employed – 
consideration to the roundabout at McDougal – and making it more 
difficult for buses/trucks to speed through 

4. Greenway Christmas Party – 18th Dec 5-7pm – BYO everything – Bryce Gunn, 
President of Greenway Tenants Association welcomes everyone from across the 
Community to this function. 

5. 41 Lower Pitt – residents raised concerns over a “Privacy screen erected between 
houses at the rear – is this permissible – or does it require Council permission 
etc. Agreed for Kirribilli Precinct to write a general enquiry to NSC regarding this 
screening. 

6. The Stop sign on Elemang travelling north into Mc Dougal – across Willoughby -  
is ineffective – as cars go straight across – without even stopping – speed though 
– often school children’s parents(purportedly) 

Chair thanks Precinct community for all the support, efforts and engagement during the 
year and wished everyone and their loved ones a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

 

Meeting closed at circa 9.30pm. 
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