HARRISON-BENNETT PRECINCT

Minutes of General Meeting
held on Thursday, 2 April 2026 at 6 pm at
Cremorne Early Childhood Centre, 108 Parraween Street, Cremorne

Attendance 30 attendees
5 apologies: JC, SO, KO, CC, NB
12 new attendees as a result of flyer

Previous The Minutes of the 5 March 2026 meeting were confirmed by DY and seconded by
Meeting GB.

Minutes

and SOA Minutes and Counci’'s SOA can be viewed on the NSC website at

https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct

Council's SOA was shared with meeting attendees. It can be viewed on the NSC
website at https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct

Convenor NA
actions

NB-Mosman | The proposed Neutral Bay to Mosman cycleway was reviewed and discussed.
Cycleway
1. Lack of a business case/cost benefit analysis

e Proposal not supported by a published business case or cost—benefit analysis
— no evidence of net community benefit.

e Concerns regarding lack of complete information on costs, funding (e.g. what
is the amount and share of the cost that Council is bearing, who bears the risk
of cost-overruns).

Concerns regarding lack of acknowledgement / consideration of local impacts.

e Concerns that negative impacts on local amenity (including safety, congestion,
access and liveability) likely outweigh benefits.

e Concern that the investment (regardless of whether it is Council or State
government funds) may not be an optimal use of public funds if net benefits
are not proven by a transparent business case/cost benefit analysis.

e Cumulative impacts of ongoing densification are already resulting in increased
traffic growth and a reduction in the quality of life. The proposed changes to
the local road network will impose further negative amenity impacts on local
residents. These impacts have not been addressed.

2. Lack of Demonstrated Demand

e No quantitative evidence of usage or demand forecasts provided by Council.

e General consultation feedback indicating support for “sustainable transport”
does not equate to support for this specific project.

e Concerns that existing cycleways in the area (e.g. Young Street and
Sutherland Street in Cremorne) are significantly underutilised.

e Before replicating a similar project on the south side of Military Road),
Council should conduct an assessment of the effectiveness of the Young
Street and Sutherland Street cycleway. This assessment should be
transparently disclosed so the community can understand the extent to
which this prior investment has performed against its stated objectives.
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Council should also define performance indicators for the proposed
Neutral Bay to Mosman cycleway, so that the community can understand
how the performance of this potential investment is proposed to be
measured.

No clearly defined user profile or evidence of meaningful uptake of the
proposed new cycleway have been provided.

Council has presented the proposal as being partly aimed at school travel,
including students attending SCEGGS Redlands and Neutral Bay Public
School. However, the catchment for Neutral Bay Public School extends well
beyond the proposed cycleway route, which limits the number of students who
could practically utilise the proposed cycleway. In the case of SCEGGS, it is
understood that many students travel from outside the immediate local area.
Council should provide supporting data on student home origins
(aggregated as required) to substantiate the extent to which the proposed
cycleway would meaningfully serve the student user group.

3. Traffic Modelling Concerns

Traffic assessment based on outdated (2023) data and assumptions.

Does not reflect recent planning reforms and increased development density.
The traffic assessment report indicates that Council instructed GHD (some time
in 2023) to assume no land-use (planning) policy changes that generate growth
in traffic - clearly not a valid assumption for the current context, given LMR,
Infill Affordable Housing bonuses and SSD frameworks implemented since
2023. The traffic assessment report has not been updated to reflect changed
circumstances.

Limitations of site analysis — conducted only for 1 hour on 16 December 2023
between 11-12 noon. GHD observed there was “no-queuing” at key
intersections. However, the observations from this single hour cannot be used
to represent typical conditions or peak conditions given it was very close to the
Christmas holidays, during school holidays, and during a period when
children’s sports and other activities would have finished for the year.

Traffic assessment is significantly outdated and cannot be relied on for decision
making. An update needs to be made to reflect current conditions.

4. Traffic, Access and Safety Impacts

Expected increased congestion and longer travel times for local residents.
One-way route changes and turning restrictions reduce network efficiency.
Safety concerns for already narrow residential streets.

Significant safety concerns with a potential for serious injury or fatality
at the following locations -

e Pedestrian/cycle crossing at Spofforth/Rangers - this intersection is very
busy during peak hours, and drivers are often in a rush.

e Harrison/Rangers - Pedestrians turning into or crossing Harrison Street at
this location will have limited visibility of cyclists approaching from behind
to enter the cycleway. This is compounded by the required path crossover
between pedestrians and cyclists, creating a heightened risk of conflict.

Potential delays to emergency services - have emergency services
(ambulance, fire-fighters, police) been consulted? What are the impacts
of the proposed road network restrictions on emergency service
response timeframes for the affected streets?

Service vehicles (rubbish trucks) will have difficulty on Barry Street (a very
narrow street) if it is made one way with two sides of parking. Have waste
services been consulted?
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e Significant loss and displacement of on-street parking — impacts on those who
rely on accessible parking to carry out their daily activities (families with
children, older residents, or those with mobility issues).

e Negative impacts on local businesses and service access with more than 30
spaces removed on Yeo Street and 15 from Harrison Street. To what extent
have businesses been consulted?

e Overall cumulative impact on liveability and wellbeing. Has Council
considered the cumulative impacts on amenity, including the traffic
impacts arising from continued and increasing densification?

5. Consultation concerns

e Concerns that community notification may not have been sufficiently broad
(given the broader neighbourhood is affected by the various local road
constraints e.g. residents on harbourside of Cremorne and Neutral Bay.)

6. Overall Precinct position

e Precinct does not support the proposal in its current form.

e Before making any decision, Council should prepare and publish a
comprehensive business case / cost-benefit analysis, robust demand
modelling / evidence of demand, and an updated traffic assessment, as well
as a review of the effectiveness of the Young/Sutherland St cycleway. This is
to ensure transparent and evidence-based decision making and transparency
and accountability in the use of public funds.

7. How to provide feedback

e It was noted that State MP, Felicity Wilson, is asking residents for feedback on
the cycleway by survey.

e |t was noted that Council is also seeking feedback via a survey.
Residents were encouraged to provide feedback, including making individual
submissions by 7 April and writing to Councillors.

Motion:

That the Precinct make a formal submission objecting to the proposal on the basis of
the issues raised and discussed at the meeting.

In Favour: 29, Against: 1

Development

45-51 Murdoch Street (DA 441/25):
This DA has been approved by the NSLPP.
New Development:

DA 124/2026/1: 57 Murdoch Street Cremorne 2090 / 2 Allister Street Cremorne 2090
Alterations and additions to SCECGS Redlands including demolition and construction
of an additional level above the Margaret Roberts Building, rooftop balcony, internal
reconfiguration, building works including mechanical ventilation, fire safety upgrades
and associated works. Site also known as 2 Allister St Cremorne.

Submissions close 22/4/2026




Questions from the floor: Will senior students use the new additional level
classrooms

[Post meeting note: The Statement of Environmental Effects (Urbis, March 2026),
page 6, states:

“The purpose of this DA is to provide improved and contemporary education and
staff facilities, including a new Year 3—6 Art Room, an Innovation Hub for flexible and
collaborative learning, and an upgraded Staff Room with an exclusive rooftop
balcony, while enhancing building functionality, access, safety and overall
compliance.”]

Meeting attendees were encouraged to make their own submission if they desired,
however, it was unanimously agreed that the Precinct would not make a submission.

Traffic

The on-going matter of traffic issues on Spofforth St was an agenda item at the Council
meeting of 23 March 2026 - Motion 9.5 (Traffic Matters — Spofforth Street and Rangers
Road).

In the accompanying report to Council, it was noted that North Sydney Council had
met with Mosman Council and TFNSW to discuss the issues and that Council would
continue working with these bodies "to progress traffic-calming and pedestrian-safety
improvements”.

However, the Council paper recommended that Council simply "note" the report and
within the accompanying “Matters Outstanding” report (Item 9.1) it was recommended
that the Spofforth St matter be closed to Council.

While it was welcome news that the two Councils had initiated communication, the
report contained no clear commitment to addressing any of the following further
actions:

e A narrow focus on Spofforth Street, with no acknowledgement of impacts on
the wider network, including Rangers Avenue, Rangers Road, Spencer Road
and the surrounding area.

e No recognition of increased traffic arising from new development, with growth
attributed solely to the Warringah Freeway Upgrade.

e Confirmation that no community engagement has been undertaken to inform
the report or its recommendations, with no mention of any future engagement
planned.

Convenors wrote to Councillors before the meeting requesting that Spofforth St
matters remain open and that Council be required to continue to provide periodic
updates. A Harrison-Bennett precinct member also addressed Councillors at the public
forum immediately prior to the Council meeting, reiterating concerns about traffic and
safety.

Amendments to Motion 9.5 (Traffic Matters — Spofforth Street and Rangers Road), to
address the Precinct’s concerns (including to keep the item open and to provide further
updates to the community on progress made), were raised by Councillors Welch and
Councillor Keen at the meeting and agreed to by all Councillors.

The final resolution (which is available on Council’'s website at this page 23/03/2026
Council Meeting — North Sydney Council, Item 9.5) was:
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1. THAT Council note the contents of this report in relation to progressing traffic
calming and pedestrian safety matters on Spofforth Street, Cremorne.

2. THAT a report come back to Council after the Mayor meets with the Mayor of
Mosman.

3. THAT this matter remain open and a further update be provided to Council within
three months on progress with Mosman Council and Transport for NSW (TINSW).

4. THAT the further update include details of the collaborative work with Mosman
Council, including investigations undertaken, mitigation measures considered, and
agreed next steps.

5. THAT the further update outline steps taken to progress and advocate for TINSW
funding for traffic-calming improvements on Spofforth Street in the context of the
Warringah Freeway Upgrade, including any responses received.

Streetscape Spofforth St - tree removal outside Cremorne Town Centre. Council provided the
following reason “the tree had been badly damaged by a truck resulting in more than
50% of the tree being snapped off. The tree will be stump ground and replaced over
the 2026 tree planting season”.

Other None

business

Financial Opening Balance as at 5.3.26: $1251.46

report Less expenses (Flyers): $254.00

Cash at bank as at 2.4.26: $997.46

Meeting close

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 7 May 2026




