HARRISON-BENNETT PRECINCT

Minutes of General Meeting
held on Thursday, 5 March 2026 at 6 pm at
Cremorne Early Childhood Centre, 108 Parraween Street, Cremorne

Attendance 22 attendees including guest speaker
5 apologies: BD, GW, EP, CP, PP
3 - new attendees as a result of flyer

Previous The Minutes of the 6 November 2025 meeting were confirmed by DY and seconded
Meeting by GB.

Minutes

and SOA The Minutes of the 6 February 2026 meeting were confirmed by PA and KD.

Minutes and Councils SOA can be viewed on the NSC website at
https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct

Council's SOA was shared with meeting attendees. It can be viewed on the NSC
website at https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct

Convenor NA

actions

Guest MA, a community engagement consultant engaged by North Sydney Council made a
Speaker presentation about the proposed Neutral Bay - Mosman cycleway. It was explained

that the community engagement had been outsourced and funded by a TFNSW grant.
MA explained the rationale for the proposal:

- Originated from the “Informing Strategies” consultation in May and June 2024,
where community feedback indicated that “People want more sustainable
transport options” and that it would promote “Healthy Active Living”

- reduce traffic by encouraging alternative travel options

- improve safety for children to get to schools

- add to the existing cycling network

The proposal would include:

- a separated cycleway

- pavement upgrades

- new or expanded crossings

- continuous footpaths

- relocation of 57 car spaces

- imposition of new no right turn restrictions

- conversion of Barry Street and Harrison Street into one-way streets
- loss of two bus stops on Spofforth Street

MA explained details by section starting from Bent St to Watson St. Detailed
explanations including images and a digital “walk through” can be viewed on the
YOURSAY website

https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/nb2m

Key points:
Yeo St: removal of street parking between Wycombe and Ben Boyd Rd




Barry St and Harrison St: to be converted to one way “to accommodate cycleway and
relocated car parking spaces”. Barry St to be one-way north bound, and Harrison St
to be one-way east-bound.

Bydown St: new crossing

Tree removal: 5 plane trees from the corner of Neutral Bay Public School (10 new
trees planted elsewhere).

Relocation (no net loss) of 57 car spaces affecting Yeo Street, Harrison Street and
Rangers Road, 26 of which are proposed to be relocated to Barry Street.

Rangers Rd: cycleway to be installed on the south side
Spofforth St: new raised pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Rangers Rd

Bus stop removal: Remove two bus stops on Spofforth St to accommodate parking
and a pedestrian and cyclist crossing.

Right hand turn restrictions:

e Yeo St/Wycombe Road intersection: No right turn (buses excepted) for AM/PM
peak periods for eastbound traffic from Yeo St to Wycombe Rd.

e No right turn (buses excepted) for AM/PM peak periods for southbound traffic
from Wycombe Road to Yeo Street.

e Convert part-time right turn restriction to full-time from Spofforth St to
Cranbrook Avenue.

Comments from meeting attendees, many of whom live in Harrison St:

Harrison St: many of the existing buildings have no visitor parking, and a number of
unit blocks and houses have no residential parking, with those residents relying on
street parking: Removal of street parking will therefore have significant impacts
on residential amenity. A hospital exists in Harrison St - cars often double-park whilst
patients being dropped off or picked up. This has not been considered by the proposal.

Converting Harrison St to one-way will result in significant congestion at the Rangers
Rd intersection. Right-turns towards Mosman direction are perilous due to the heavy
volume of existing traffic on Rangers Rd. Residents wishing to travel westbound to
the city or North Sydney would need to turn left onto Rangers Rd then back into Yeo
St - adding to the existing congestion on Yeo St resulting in extra travel distance and
time.

Yeo St: Already an extremely congested and narrow street, with congestion likely to
be exacerbated by the numerous developments underway or proposed for this area
(e.g. 12 story Woolworths proposal, site at 183-185 Military Road that is close to
securing approval for a 12 storey development), apartment block being constructed at
53-55 Yeo Street, two recent 8 storey DA’s on Barry St, and an 8 storey DA at 27-37
Bydown Street).

Rangers Rd: this is already a very heavily congested route and the road is already
relatively narrow. During Redlands school drop off and pick up periods parents in
vehicles regularly bring all traffic flow to a standstill as they seek to enter Allister St
from both the east and west direction. A meeting attendees reported that some
vehicles attempt to by-pass other vehicles by overtaking onto the wrong side of the
road.

Rangers Rd and Spofforth St intersection: The Precinct has already on numerous
occasions, attempted to convey safety concerns about this intersection to Council.
Whilst any improvement to pedestrian safety is welcome, meeting attendees called for
safety improvements further up Spofforth St (between Holt Ave & Cabramatta Rd).




Rationale:

Inadequate analysis of expected cycleway utilisation

Meeting attendees questioned the rationale for the proposal and asked if there are any
statistics indicating the expected number of users.

Attendees questioned if other cycleways have actually been successful - the
cycleways in North Cremorne (e.g. Sutherland St and Young St) do not appear to be
well utilised.

How many Redlands school students are expected to use the cycleway? Meeting
attendees commented that many students of Redlands are from out of the area?

Concerns regarding the presentation of the proposal as being reflective of
community preferences

As had been explained by the presented MA, part of the rationale for the cycleway
originates from the Informing Strategies consultation during May and June 2024,
where community feedback indicated support for more sustainable forms of transport,
including walking and cycling, and fewer cars on the road.

However, this feedback was expressed at a high-level and related to broad concepts
(for example, support for sustainable transport). Such feedback does not necessarily
demonstrate support for the particular cycleway now proposed, as respondents were
not presented with the specific design, costs, or local impacts associated with the
project at that time. The actual costs and local impacts of the proposal need to be
carefully considered.

In addition, respondents may have been expressing support for safer or improved
pedestrian infrastructure rather than a cycling pathway.

The proposal does not appear likely to achieve the stated objective of reducing vehicle
use. On the contrary, the directional restrictions associated with the design are
likely to increase congestion on surrounding roads.

It was agreed that Precinct should request the following from Council:

e Statistics and analysis demonstrating demand and likely usage of the
proposed cycleway.

e Statistics on the usage of the cycleway in North Cremorne (Sutherland
Street and Yeo Street).

e Council to obtain from Redlands a summary of the breakdown of student
home origins to provide an indication of how many students might
potentially use the cycleway, and make this information publicly available
in an appropriately aggregated and anonymised format.

Other questions/comments posed by attendees:

E-bikes - Will the cycleway be for “normal” bikes? What about e-bikes? Guest speaker
MA pointed out that e-bikes are a State Government issue not Council.

Costs - It was also noted that, although the State Government may fund the project,
it is unlikely to be entirely cost-free to Council and ratepayers, given that Council staff
time and resources will still need to be allocated to support the project.

Development - have the various proposed developments along the route and in the
vicinity been considered and the impacts on increased population and traffic
movements along the proposed route: eg Woolworths SSD, 183-185 Military Rd, 13-
15 Allister St, 45-49 Murdoch St, 53-55 Yeo Street, 54-64 Barry St, 19-21 Barry Street,




27-37 Bydown Street plus the development applications currently with Mosman
Council/State Govt in the vicinity of the same route: Brierley St & Rangers Ave.

Regarding the two large residential flat building DAs proposed for Barry Street - how
will these DAs be coordinated with the cycleway works to minimise impacts on the
local area?

Community consultation

e The public Consultation is open until 29 March 2026.

e An onsite consultation with residents and the Community Engagement
consultant is scheduled for 16 March 2026 at the corner of Harrison Street and
Rangers Road, 3PM - 5PM

SRV

Resident GL shared the findings of an analysis undertaken of the SRV proposal.
Points that were discussed covered:

e How to make a submission - submissions should try to address the IPART
criteria.

e Main concerns relate to the financial justifications provided by Council for the
proposed rate increase.

e Council’'s previous submission in 2025 emphasised cost overruns associated
with the North Sydney Olympic Pool, whereas this issue is less prominent in
the narrative accompanying the current SRV proposal.

e Council’s recent financial results suggest a relatively strong financial position,
including operating surpluses and increased reserves. Council's FY25
Financial Statements reports an operational profit of $15.2 million and an
Operating Performance Ratio of 2.74%, which exceeds the OLG benchmark of
0%.

e Reported infrastructure backlog of $157 million has been inflated by an
accounting methodology change.

e The proposed SRV appears to reflect an expansion of Council’'s spending
program. Community survey results do not demonstrate majority support for
such increased spending.

Comments from the floor

Concern about the surveys - the surveys conducted during Phases 1 and 2 seemed
biased. These surveys appeared to prime respondents with statements that would
likely have had the effect of encouraging responses in favour of increased spending
and the proposed SRV. In Phase 1, respondents were asked questions about their
preferences without being given complete information about cost.

Precinct attendees thanked GL for his expertise and time.

Meeting attendees were reminded and encouraged to submit feedback making
reference to IPART criteria:

IPART will assess the proposal based on the following criteria:

Demonstration of financial need

Demonstration of community awareness and understanding

Reasonableness of impact on ratepayers

Exhibition, approval and adoption of Integrated Planning and Reporting
Framework documentation

e Productivity improvements and cost-containment strategies




Submissions can be made directly to the IPART website by Monday 9 March 2026.

Precinct attendees reiterated their strong support for a Precinct submission to be
submitted to IPART as per the unanimous resolution from the 5 February 2026
meeting. Precinct convenors confirmed that this action will be undertaken.

Traffic

Residents reported another serious accident at the intersection of Spofforth St and
Spencer Rd at 315pm Tuesday 10.2.26. This information was shared with the Mayor
and all Councillors by email.

Development

A summary of developments in the vicinity were provided:

27-37 Bydown Street Neutral Bay (DA310/2025):

SK provided news that North Sydney Council’s independent heritage assessment had
concluded that the dwellings meet the criteria for local heritage listing. Accordingly, a
Planning Proposal to list the dwellings has been prepared by Council staff and will be
considered by the North Sydney Local Planning Panel on 11 March 2026, who will
make a recommendation.

After the Panel considers the proposal, Council will decide whether to submit the
Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for
Gateway Determination. It is noted however, that the applicant has also filed
proceedings with the Land and Environment Court, with the site inspection and hearing
scheduled for 19 and 20 March 2026.

Streetscape Spofforth St near Cranbrook Avenue - a section of the footpath has cracked creating
a trip hazard for pedestrians. Image sent to Precinct staff.

Other None

business

Financial It was noted that the February 2026 financial statement was incorrect.

report

As at 29.1.26 the Precinct the bank balance was $1505.46
Less expenses (Flyers) paid on 13.2.26 - $254.00
Balance as at 5.3.26: $1251.46

Meeting close

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 2 April 2026




