
Kirribilli Precinct Meeting – 5th February 2026 

Venue: Church by the Bridge, Broughton Street Kirribilli 

     Commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Meeting was opening by the Chair at 7.30pm 

Warren Lewis – deputised as Meeting Secretary 

1. Meeting Opening and Welcome from the Chair 
a. Expressed appreciation to community for attending and thanked 

community members who assisted in flyer circulations to letter boxes 
b. Welcomed Mayor Zoe Baker – Guest Speaker 
c. Acknowledged Country 

 

2. Guest Speaker – Mayor Zoe Baker, Mayor North Sydney Council 
 

Mayor Baker spoke to the following items: 

a. North Sydney Council SRV Application 
 Application has been filed with IPART on 2nd February  
 Application made for Option 3 (52.66% increase) 
 Key Objectives of the SRV application were: 

o Improve financial position of Council ensuring a stronger financial 
legacy for future generations 

o Undertake much needed Asset maintenance, repairs and renewals – 
which have been neglected due to financial pressures for several 
years. 

 Advised IPART will undertake its own consultation process from 17th February 
 Mayor encouraged Precinct Community members to review materials 

available on the Council website, review the Council IPART submission and 
make submissions to IPART as part of the consultation process 

 Chair advised the Precinct Executive will advise community when IPART 
notices and SRV application details are posted 
 
b. North Sydney Olympic Pool 

 Mayor confirmed current budget of $122m – however noted there is still 
outstanding legal and construction variance matters to finalise  

 Currently ICON aim to hand over pool to Council mid-February 



 Council will need upwards of 3 months to complete fit out, equipment 
testing, employee recruitment and training etc.  

 Likely opening is mid-year 2026 at this stage 
 Mayor advised litigation is current in process against the Architect and the 

Construction firms 
 Draft Fees are before Council for consideration on Monday 9th February 

meeting – community will be invited to oƯer submissions via ‘Have Your Say’ 
processes. Chair advised the Precinct Executive will advise community when 
this is active on the Council website 
 
c. State Significant Development – Planning Changes 

 Mayor detailed significant changes made by NSW State Government to 
accelerate housing – particular inner suburbs and adjacency to transport 
hubs 

 Currently 21 SSDs in North Sydney – which if all built equate to 2700 
additional residences 

 Approval process excludes Council and is made by an ‘unelected’ 3-person 
committee 

 In many cases, SSD’s are not published in advance and in many cases, 
submissions have a 14day deadline  

 Council Executive is working hard to ensure submissions are made on all SSD 
applications  

 Chair enquired how Community can be kept informed on Council 
submissions – they are diƯicult to find on the Council website 

 Mayor committed to discuss this with Council Executive to ascertain whether 
an easier dedicated link/landing page could be included for easier access 

 Mayor encouraged Precinct and community members to make submissions 
 Major expressed concern this ‘bulldozer’ planning approach by NSW State 

Government will have long-term urban development and planning 
ramifications 

 Mayor noted Wollstonecraft Precinct are particularly engaged in this process 
and may oƯer advice for Kirribilli. Chair committed to follow up on this. 
 
d. Other Areas discussed 

 TraƯic  
o  Clarke and High Street – give way sign – safety concerns 
o Alfred Street North flow into Clarke Street – new Giveaway sign which 

is diƯicult to see and has caused collisions (Greenway SUV).  
o Major committed to raise these at the TraƯic Committee meeting 

 Star Committees / Informing Strategies Progress 



o Mayor advised these are proceeding and formation of Star 
Committees nominations will be undertaken shortly 

 Lime and Ride-Share Bikes 
o Ongoing concerns regarding user behaviour  
o Bikes left on footpaths etc 
o Mayor advised regulatory responsibility lies with the NSW State 

Government. Council has been seeking a formal MOU with Lime for 
some time. This has slowed as Lime look to leverage current operating 
freedom 

o Mayor encouraged residents to report issues to Council and cc Mayor 
herself on these 

3. Lower Broughton Street – bird excrement impacting properties from Council trees 

 Chair detailed the shocking situation for residents – where health, safety, 
hygiene and quality of life was being severely compromised by this situation 

 Following several representations, including photos and video to Council 
executive, advice has been received that Council cannot act due to NSW 
State Government restrictions on alterations or removal of habitat for 
protected species of fauna 

 Mayor indicated both awareness and understanding of the issue and advised 
Council is preparing a plan of management to address this issue across the 
LGA.  

 Chair proposed Kirribilli Precinct formally write to the relevant State Minister 
(Minister Sharp) seeking special dispensation to authorise North Sydney 
Council to undertake careful and considered tree pruning to mitigate this 
situation for residents 

 This action was supported unanimously 
 
 
Prior to Mayor Baker departing the Precinct Meeting, the Chair thanked Mayor 
Baker for her attendance and involvement. Chair noted that the hours and 
workload demands on our Mayor are significant with responsibility for leading 
and governing a highly complex organisation.  
 
The Kirribilli Precinct community warmly thanked Mayor Baker with a round of 
applause 
 

4. Minutes 
a. Minutes Last Meeting – confirmed unanimously 
b. Matters arising – none 
c. Treasurers report – noted 



5. Greenway Potting Mix Theft 
 Matter still outstanding 
 NSW Taxi Council CEO has been detailed, and the matter has been raised 

with the CEO of Combined Taxi Services 
 

6. Rubbish – Event Pollution at Mary Booth Reserve 
 Issue of rubbish, plastic confetti etc being left at the park following large 

events 
 Issue of cleanliness and run-oƯ of plastic litter into the harbour 
 Chair proposed Precinct write to Council raising this issue seeking actions 

including extra bins and appropriate signage  
 This action was supported unanimously 

 
7. Lower Bradfield Park – joint-Precinct working Group 

 Chair advised first on-site meeting to be held this coming Saturday at 8.30am 
– all community members welcome to attend 

8. Other Business 
 Chair advised Community of joint-Police / NSW State Government traƯic 

restrictions in Kirribilli on Tuesday evening 10th February due to a high-profile 
dignitary attendance at Kirribilli House 

 Community reported some improvements in the odour and noise issues 
emanating from the storm water surge holding structures at Wrixton Park 
(Lower Willoughby Street). Sydney Water has undertaken further work – 
agreed this is a watch and inform at this stage 

 Chair again emphasised the essential need for Precinct Executive to be 
resourced appropriately to meeting the needs of our community. The current 
secretarial vacancy is placing a not-sustainable load of work on the Chair. 
Again, the Chair encouraged community members to consider stepping 
forward to support Precinct in this capacity.  

Meeting Closed at 9.15pm 


