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HARRISON-BENNETT PRECINCT 

 

Minutes of General Meeting  

held on Thursday, 7 May 2026 at 6 pm at 

 Cremorne Early Childhood Centre, 108 Parraween Street, Cremorne 

 

Contact details: Harrisonbennett.precinct@gmail.com 

Attendance 16 attendees including 1 guest 
2 apologies:  KD, GT 

Previous Meeting 
Minutes 

and SOA 

The Minutes of 2 April 2026 meeting were confirmed by DY and seconded by 
PA. 

Minutes and Council’s Statement of Actions (SOA) can be viewed on the NSC 
website at  https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct 

The SOA had not been made available prior to the meeting. An update will be 
requested for the next meeting. 

Convenor actions Convenors prepared and lodged a submission on the proposed Neutral Bay 
to Mosman cycleway on 6 April 2026. 

Changes to 
Environmental 
Planning and 
Assessment Act 

Planning Reforms Presentation / Discussion 

SK presented on key changes to the NSW planning system made by the State 
Government since the start of its term (2023). While some changes have been 
made via legislation others have been made through instruments such as 
Ministerial Orders and State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) that 
are made by the Minister for Planning/signed off by Governor with no debate 
through parliament and in most cases limited or no public consultation. 

The changes appear not be widely known or understood though they will have 
major impacts on communities and the environment. 

Currently on exhibition, and directly enabled by major legislative changes 
made in November 2025, is a proposed State-wide Community Participation 
Plan which if implemented in its current form, will significantly reduce the 
rights of communities in NSW to be kept informed of, and to be consulted on, 
certain developments in their local area (addressed in next item in these 
minutes).  

Summary of key NSW planning system changes since Dec 2023 

1. Abolition of the Greater Cities Commission  

• The Greater Cities Commission was previously an independent 
advisory body established in 2014 (originally the Greater Sydney 
Commission).  

• Its role broadly included metropolitan strategic planning, aligning 
infrastructure with growth, and advising the Minister on planning and 
housing targets.  

• In December 2023, the NSW Government abolished the Commission 
and transferred its functions to Department of Planning Housing and 
infrastructure (DPHI). [Instrument: Greater Cities Commission 
Repeal Bill 2023] 

Concerns discussed: 

https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct
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• Reduced independent oversight. Reduced separation between 
strategic planning and political decision-making, and increased 
concentration of planning powers within State Government.  

2. Transport Oriented Development (TOD) Program 

• Announced in December 2023. Implemented via SEPP in 2024 without 
Parliamentary debate.  

• Aims to fast-track density around train stations.  

• Includes: 
o Accelerated precinct rezoning - 8 priority precincts identified for 

significant densification around train stations (includes Crows 
Nest). Phased delivery during 2024. [Instrument: individual 
SEPPs amending applicable LEPs]  

o Significant densification within 400 metres of selected train 
stations, effective from May 2024.  [Instrument: State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) Amendment 
(Transport Oriented Development) 2024 – amends SEPP 
Housing 2021] 

o Based on information on DPHI website, currently applies to 25 
precincts. 12 have developed “place-based planning” alternatives 
and have been exempted from the TOD, 1 alternative plan under 
development. 

3. Low and Mid-Rise Housing Reforms 

• Announced by the State Government in December 2023. Explanation 
of Intended Effect released, exhibited for public consultation which 
closed in February 2024.  

• Over 8,000 submissions made but not publicly disclosed by DPHI.  

• At a Council meeting on 12 February 2024, in response to specific 
concerns raised by Cremorne residents, Councillors resolved to refrain 
from identifying Mixed-Use zones as town centres for inclusion in the 
policy.  This was specifically aimed to protect Cremorne and Neutral 
Bay (that have extensive Mixed-Use zones), which are already 
suffering significant congestion and safety issues, and do not have rail 
access.   

• Each Council participated in a town-centre selection process run by 
DPHI in May 2024 that included completing a written “Station and Town 
Centre Selection Form” for their LGA and participating in a workshop 
with DPHI.  In this process, despite the Council resolution noted above, 
NSC nominated Neutral Bay Mixed-Use Zone as a Town Centre, 
effectively nominating large swathes of Cremorne and Neutral Bay (i.e. 
the area within 800m of the nominated Mixed-Use Zone) for higher 
density upzoning.  In Station and Town Centre Selection Form 
submitted by NSC to DPHI on 15 May 2024, NSC cited the presence of 
supermarkets, and “large variety of retail shops, restaurants/cafes, 
personal health, pharmacies, post office, banks and community 
facilities” as well as bus services as justifications for suitability for 
inclusion. [Source: “Station and Town Centre Selection Form” dated 15 
May 2024 submitted by NSC to DPHI] 

• The form was subsequently rescinded after the community became 
aware of it (in mid-June) and called for its recission, and NSC lodged a 
revised response.  However, the revised response was submitted to 
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DPHI only on 21 June 2024, nearly a month after the State 
Government’s announcement on 29 May 2024 of the formal 5-year 
housing targets for each LGA, which were expressly stated to have 
factored in the “additional homes to be delivered from new planning 
reforms including ..low and mid-rise reforms” (i.e. In other words, it 
appears the final housing targets were determined on the basis of the 
dwelling yield achievable under the LMR reforms, having regard to the 
town centres and stations nominated at that time.) Fairer housing 
targets announced with incentives to councils to build better 
communities for NSW.   

• The final LMR policy has captured swathes of Cremorne and Neutral 
Bay.  It appears that NSC’s revised response had little/no effect on the 
outcome.  Currently there are 5 active LMR’s under proposal in Neutral 
Bay/Cremorne (and 1 already approved). 

• Policy was implemented in two parts: 

o 1 July 2024: Allows dual occupancies and multi-dwellings in R2 
zones.  [Instrument: Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) 
Amendment (Dual Occupancies and Semi-detached 
Dwellings) 2024 – amends SEPP Housing 2021] 

o 28 February 2025: Allows higher density developments within 800 
metres of nominated town centres and train stations. Significant 
impact on R3 and R4 zones, with up to 9 storey apartment buildings 
now permissible in R3 (previously zoned for 2 storeys), and R4 
(previously zoned for 4 storeys) in the inner LMR area. Smaller 
scale (9.5m) tall apartment buildings are also now permissible in 
R2 zones within the 800m catchment. [Instrument: State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) Amendment (Low 
and Mid-Rise Housing) 2025 – amends SEPP Housing 2021] 
 

• Although a range of exemptions have been issued, they have not been 

widely publicised. 

Concerns discussed: 

• LMR is having significant impacts on Cremorne and Neutral Bay, and 
residents’ quality of life.  

• Development is intensifying without commensurate investment in 
infrastructure to support the growth.   

• Lack of suitability of Cremorne and Neutral Bay for such significant 
densification given absence of train/metro infrastructure and no State 
Government plans to provide such infrastructure.    

• Declining quality of life for residents – traffic and congestion, road safety 
impacts, privacy and solar access impacts, schools at capacity, loss of 
trees and open space, lack of genuinely affordable housing, older 
housing stock (often more affordable housing) being acquired for 
development into luxury units, loss of neighbourhood character. 

4. Housing Delivery Authority (HDA) 

• Established by Ministerial Order in December 2024. [Instrument: 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (Housing Delivery 
Authority) Order 2024] 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/news/fairer-housing-targets-announced-incentives-councils-build-better-communities-nsw
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/news/fairer-housing-targets-announced-incentives-councils-build-better-communities-nsw
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/news/fairer-housing-targets-announced-incentives-councils-build-better-communities-nsw
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• Comprises the heads of 3 government departments – Secretary of 
DPHI, Secretary of the Premier’s Department, Chief of Infrastructure 
NSW. 

• Evaluates high-yield residential projects submitted via EOI and 
recommends to the Minister projects for declaration as State Significant 
Development (SSD).  

• Originally established as a temporary body to facilitate acceleration of 
housing delivery via new SSD process, during the Federal Housing 
Accord period (5 years through to mid-2029).  However, in November 
2025, the HDA was enshrined in legislation and its role made 
permanent via changes to the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 (EP&A Act) [Instrument: Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Amendment (Planning System Reforms) Act 2025 No 
71]  

5. Independent Planning Commission (IPC) – reduced role 

• Prior to 22 May 2025, the Minister for Planning was required to obtain 
and publish IPC advice before declaring any project as a SSD. This 
requirement was removed for projects involving residential 
accommodation through amendments to the EP&A Act on 22 May 
2025.  This has enabled the Minister to declare any residential project 
as an SSD without any independent advice. [Instrument: 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment Act 2025 
No 24] 

• Further change effective from 17 October 2025 via SEPP: 
o Previously, the IPC was declared the consent authority where there 

were 50 or more submissions objecting to the proposal, or where 
the relevant Council objected to the proposal.   

o The amendments removed the IPC as the consent authority in 

these circumstances for SSDs comprising Seniors Housing, Build-

to-Rent, and development within an accelerated TOD precinct. For 

such developments, the Minister became the consent authority.  

Note that prior to these changes, the Minister was already the 

declared consent authority for Infill Affordable Housing SSDs. 
o Notably, proposals declared SSD by the Minister following a 

recommendation from the HDA, which do not fall within the above 

development categories, have also been assessed by the Minister 

rather than the IPC. This appears to reflect the Government’s 

interpretation and application of the framework, rather than an 

outcome expressly prescribed by the legislation. 

[Instrument: State Environmental Planning Policy (Planning 
Systems) Amendment (Independent Planning Commission 
Referral Criteria) 2025] 

Concerns discussed: 

Reduced transparency and independent scrutiny. Fewer pathways for 
community input (e.g. IPC process includes public meetings or hearings, 
DPHI process does not). Increased centralisation of planning powers.  
 
6. Reduced Community Consultation Timeframes for Residential SSDs 

• Changes to the EP&A Act made on 22 May 2025 reduced minimum 
community consultation periods for certain types of SSDs, including 
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those involving residential accommodation, from 28 days to 14 days. 
[Instrument: Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Amendment Act 2025 No 24] 

• DPHI exhibited an amended draft Community Consultation Plan 
between 19 June 2025 to 17 July 2025 to reflect the reduced minimum 
community consultation timeframe.  The Harrison-Bennett Precinct had 
circulated information about this to Precinct members at the time, after 
becoming aware of this through Mosman Council communications.   

• DPHI implemented the changes in September 2025 and applied it 
immediately to local proposals including 11–23 Rangers Avenue and 
the Cammeray Seniors Living proposal.  Any future SSDs in North 
Sydney LGA are expected to be subject to the 14-day public exhibition 
period. 

7. Amendments made to the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979 on 24 November 2025 - referred to by the NSW Government as 
“the most significant overhaul” of the Act “in a generation” 

[Instrument:  Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment 
(Planning System Reforms) Act 2025 No 71] (not all amendments have 
taken effect yet) 

a) Development Coordination Authority – established by proclamation 
effective 15 December 2025 

• Current approvals process can involve the consent authority having to 
seek approvals or concurrences from a range of State agencies 
covering such matters as fire risk, water, transport, heritage, fisheries, 
the environment and other aspects.  

• A new Development Coordination Authority within DPHI has been 
established (defined as comprising the Secretary of DPHI) to centralise 
the State’s inputs on development applications and rezonings. 

• Full statutory powers to commence in July 2026.  

Concerns discussed: Could introduce efficiencies, however it also reflects 
an increase in planning power conferred on the Secretary of DPHI and hence 
the Minister for Planning.   Will need to see how this body operates in practice. 

b) Regional Planning Panels (RPP) functions to be transferred to Local 
Planning Panels (LPP) 

• Previously, RPPs assessed DAs > $30 million capital investment value. 
LPPs assessed developments equal to or < $30 million.  

• RPP functions will transfer to LPPs progressively (transitional 
arrangements apply).  

• The Secretary of the DPHI may establish a new LPP that covers 2 or 
more LGAs, with members selected by the Secretary of DPHI. The 
Secretary of the DPHI can also abolish a LPP.   

• Implementation commenced in stages from Dec 2025 and Jan 2026.  

Concerns discussed: While the changes may bring assessments to a more 
local level which could be positive, it is unclear whether the Secretary of the 
DPHI will replace any existing LPPs with new panels constituted by members 
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selected by the Secretary.  The changes increase the powers of the Secretary 
of DPHI and hence the Minister for Planning. 

c) Changes to the Objects of the EP&A Act 

• New objects effective from 15 December 2025, aimed at: 
o Promoting housing supply and delivery. 
o Promoting resilience to climate change and natural disasters. 
o Promoting State productivity.  
o Adopting a proportionate and risk-based planning approach.  

 
• Role of community diminished: 

o Previous object: “to provide increased opportunity for community 
participation in environmental planning and assessment.” 

o New wording: “to provide opportunity for participation in 
environmental planning and assessment.” (i.e. “increased” and 
“community” deleted). 
 

• Deletion of previous object relating to shared responsibility between 
levels of government. 

Concerns discussed: Represents a significant downgrading of the role of 
communities, as well as local councils, in planning and development.  

d) Changes to Section 4.15 – Assessment of Impacts 

• New amendments effective from 15 December 2025. 

• The Act previously required consideration of “likely impacts” including 
environmental, social and economic impacts.  The amendments 
inserted the word “significant”.  

Concerns discussed: Narrowing of assessment focus and potentially a 
reduced ability to consider cumulative or incremental impacts such as traffic.  
Unlikely to be in the interests of the local community or environment. 

• New regulation-making powers allowing the Minister to specify 
matters relevant or not relevant to the following when considering a DA: 
o Environmental impacts, and social and economic impacts. 
o Suitability of the site for the development. 
o Public interest. 

 
• New provision: The consent authority must not consider any factor 

the Minister declares as not being relevant in respect of environmental 

impacts, suitability of the site for the proposed development, and the 

public interest. 

Concerns discussed: Appears to deprioritise communities and the 
environment.  Has the potential to severely impact communities and our 
environment. Gives significant power to the Minister.   

e) Targeted Assessment – provisions commenced on 21 March 2026 

• Allows certain types of development that have undergone “strategic 
planning” or “meet specific codes and controls” to access a fast-track 
approval without a full merit assessment. 

• Public exhibition requirements can be switched off. 
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• Automatically turns off the need to consider all environmental impacts, 
social and economic impacts, the suitability of the site for the 
development and the public interest. 

• Development can be declared for targeted assessment in a SEPP.  No 
Targeted Assessment declarations have been made to date). 

Concerns discussed: Gives significant power to the Minister.  Appears likely 
to severely impact communities and our environment.  

f) Changes to Complying Development (not yet effective) 

• Expected to be introduced by Quarter 3 2026 (i.e. July to September). 
Key changes: 

o Introduction of “variation certificates” allowing “minor” departures 
from development standards.  

o Examples provided by DPHI include minor setback and 
landscaping variations.  

o Councils required to determine variation applications within 10 
days (or 20 days if the variation application is made with the CDC 
application). Failure to determine within timeframe would result in 
deemed approval.  

Concerns discussed: Weakens development standards.  Could lead to 
development with adverse impacts on neighbours and the environment.  Will 
need to consider the detailed policy (when released) to form a more detailed 
view. 

g) Changes to allow the Secretary of the DPHI to establish a state-wide 
community participation plan that will override existing Council plans 

• Changes made in Nov 2025 to the Act, effective 15 Dec 2025, enable 
the Secretary of the DPHI to develop a state-wide community 
participation plan that will override existing Council plans. 

• DPHI states that the following are issues with the current process: 
o Inconsistent exhibition processes between councils.  
o Consultation requirements considered unnecessary for “low risk” 

developments.  
o Administrative burden on councils.  

• DPHI has recently released a draft Community Participation Plan for 
consultation until 3 June 2026.  This Plan will significantly reduce 
opportunities for community participation in planning decisions. Two 
specific changes were discussed (summarised further below) – 
including a proposal to completely exempt certain development types 
from public notification exhibition, and removal of existing 14-day 
notification period prior to CDC determination. 

State-Wide 
Community 
Participation Plan 

Draft State-wide Community Participation Plan currently on public 
exhibition  

Currently on public exhibition is a draft State-Wide Community Participation 
Plan proposed by DPHI that will override existing Council plans.  This has 
been directly enabled by changes made to the EP&A Act on 24 November 
2025 (refer to paragraph g in item above). Community Participation Plans set 
out how communities are involved in planning decisions and how communities 
can have their say. 
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NSC has helpfully prepared a paper on the subject which the Precinct will 
distribute to the community. 

Submissions can be made to DPHI at: Have your say: Proposed 
statewide Community Participation Plan | Planning Portal - Department 
of Planning and Environment  

Two specific areas of concern were identified and discussed. 

i. Proposal to Exempt Certain Development Types from Public 
Exhibition 

Currently a development that does not fall within the CDC criteria has to go 
through the relevant assessment and approval process, which involves public 
notification and exhibition, and an opportunity for residents to make 
submissions.  
 
DPHI is now proposing to exempt certain types of developments (that would 
otherwise be exhibited and consulted on with the community) from public 
notification and exhibition. Development types proposed to be exempted 
include (but not limited to): 

• Residential flat buildings and Shop Top Housing 
• Single and two-storey dwellings.  
• Dual occupancies and attached dwellings.  
• Alterations and secondary dwellings.  
• Demolition (excluding heritage items).  
• Pools, sheds and ancillary structures.  
• Tree removal.  
• Certain commercial change-of-use applications.  
• Take-away food premises.  

Proposed eligibility criteria include: 
• Permissibility within the zone.  
• Compliance with LEP, DCP and SEPP controls.  
• No Clause 4.6 variation.  

 
Where the proposed development is for a residential flat building or shop-top 
housing, adjoining neighbours would be given only 7 days written notice 
before works begin. 
 
DPHI’s stated rationale is to accelerate assessments and reduce 
administrative burden on councils.  
 
Concerns discussed: 

• Major concern - Residents could potentially have large-scale, high-
impact developments, such as an 8–9 storey apartment building (which 
is possible in LMR inner housing area if affordable housing provisions 
are satisfied), approved next door without ever having the chance to 
see the plans or make a submission. 

• Even if a proposal is technically “compliant” (e.g. with numerical 
controls), there also exist planning requirements where assessment of 
compliance often involves some degree of subjective judgement (e.g. 
alignment to local character or impact on privacy).  Diversity of views – 
including concerns of those who may be directly impacted – is essential 
to enabling informed and fair decisions. In some cases, the consent 
authority may not be fully aware of the extent of impacts on neighbours 
or the local area, unless these are pointed out by residents. If 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/draftplans/exhibition/have-your-say-proposed-statewide-community-participation-plan
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/draftplans/exhibition/have-your-say-proposed-statewide-community-participation-plan
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/draftplans/exhibition/have-your-say-proposed-statewide-community-participation-plan
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submissions from residents are not permitted, there is a high risk that 
impacts will not be adequately identified or considered. 

• Without notification and exhibition, people buying property may have a 
limited or no way of knowing what major developments are proposed 
nearby — even where this could affect views, sunlight, privacy or other 
factors that influence a purchase decision.  By reducing or removing 
notification and exhibition requirements, the proposed reforms risk 
creating circumstances in which developers, consultants, planning 
professionals become aware of significant nearby developments long 
before affected residents, purchasers, or adjoining owners. This will 
undermine public confidence in the integrity, transparency, and fairness 
of the planning framework. 

• Even if proposed development is “lower scale”, people should still be 
informed about what is proposed to be built around them and have the 
chance to comment and identify issues that the consent authority might 
otherwise not be aware of.  

ii. Proposed removal of CDC notification pre-determination 

• DPHI is proposing to remove existing 7 and 14-day pre-determination 
neighbour notification requirements.  

• DPHI is proposing to retain only a 7-day pre-works commencement 
notice.  

Concerns discussed: 

• Residents will have a limited opportunity to understand what is 
proposed, ask questions of the certifier (or applicant), prepare for 
demolition and construction impacts, and make practical arrangements 
if needed.   

• Residents will only be informed about a development 7 days before 
work starts. 

• At the same time, the November 2025 changes to the Act allow CDC 
applicants to seek variations to development standards (in other words, 
to allow "Complying Developments" to breach certain numerical 
controls). While it is stated that this will be only for “minor” variations, 
applicants are likely to test the limits.  This makes advance notification 
even more important. 

• The current requirement to provide 14 days notification before issuance 
of a CDC, to residents 20m from the site, does not seem unduly 
onerous or likely to discourage development. The benefits of a 14-day 
pre-determination notification would appear to outweigh the costs and 
should be retained.  

Opportunity to make a submission 

DPHI has placed its draft Statewide Community Participation Plan and 
discussion paper on public exhibition until 3 June 2026. Attendees were 
encouraged to lodge submissions.   

It was also noted that NSC has prepared a memo on this topic, which will be 
circulated to members following the Precinct meeting.  

Precinct Motion: 
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i) That the Precinct prepare and lodge a submission to DPHI: 

• Objecting to the significant reduction in opportunities for community 
participation. 

• Strongly opposing exemptions from public notification and exhibition, 
particularly for residential flat buildings and shop-top housing. 

• Calling for retention of the current 14-day notification period for CDCs 
• Urging the State Government to strengthen, rather than diminish, 

community engagement.  

b) That the submission be forwarded to State MP Felicity Wilson with a 
request that she make a submission objecting to the proposed changes. 

In Favour: Unanimous (note: 1 abstainer from Neutral Precinct resident). 

Development Development Applications and Planning Proposals – Local Updates 
 
Woolworths (1–7 Rangers Rd & 50 Yeo St) – SSD 

• 12-storey mixed-use development  
• 97 residential units, 5 basement levels, 358 car spaces  
• Approved: 4 May 2025  

 
Arkadia (166–188 & 198–214 Military Rd) – Rezoning Review/Planning 
Proposal 

• SNPP assessment and recommendation (18 February 2026) – PP to 
proceed to Gateway Determination subject to the applicant making 
certain amendments (to be completed within 4 months)  

• Indicative scheme:  
o 140 units  
o 4–5 basement levels  
o 134 car spaces  

 
183–185 Military Rd – Planning Proposal 

• SNPP recommendation (27 March 2026) for approval (and finalisation 
of PP) subject to:  

o 5% of residential gross floor area uplift dedicated to affordable 
housing in perpetuity – note the “uplift” is understood to refer 
to the difference between the residential floor space enabled 
by the PP and the residential floor space under the developer’s 
previously approved DA (6-storeys).  Therefore, the effective 
affordable housing % will be below 5%. 

• Final PP to be completed; DA to follow  
• Indicative scheme:  

o 12 storeys  
o 62 units  
o Basement levels: TBC  
o 57 car spaces  

 
Coles (41–53 Grosvenor St) – Planning Proposal  

• Indicative scheme:  
o 8–9 storeys  
o 83 units  
o 4 basement levels  
o 340 car spaces  

• Developer sought reduced setback to Waters Lane (4m → 3m), 
contrary to the Neutral Bay Village Planning Study that proposed a 4m 
setback to make Waters Lane a quality north-south pedestrian 
connection, provide active frontage and outdoor dining, and 
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importantly enable retention of existing trees and ensure adequate 
deep soil available to support the planting and viability of future new 
canopy trees. 

• Council’s Independent Planner and the North Sydney Local Planning 
Panel had recommended requiring the developer to comply with the 
4m setback to deliver these public domain benefits. 

• At 13 April 2026 Council meeting, Council planning officers 
recommended Council support the PP progressing to Gateway 
Determination subject to the developer making a number of changes 
including increasing the setback from 3m to 4m, to deliver the desired 
public domain benefits. However, Councillors did not support this 
recommendation and changed the required setback from 4m to 3m (to 
align with the developer’s desired setback).  

 
57–61 Reynolds St, Cremorne (LMR DA) 

• 9-storey residential flat building replacing 4 dwellings  
• 32 units, 2 basement levels, 51 car spaces  
• LEC Conciliation Conference: 16 April 2026  
• SNPP meeting: 13 May 2026  

 
27–37 Bydown St, Neutral Bay (LMR DA) 

• 8-storey residential flat building replacing 6 worker cottages  
• 25 units, 3 basement levels, 44 car spaces  
• Interim Heritage Order issued: 6 Nov 2025  
• Good news: developer appeal against IHO dismissed: 5 May 2026  

 
45–51 Murdoch St (LMR DA) 

• 6-storey residential flat building  
• 32 units, 2 basement levels, 48 car spaces  
• Approved by North Sydney Local Planning Panel: 1 April 2026 (subject 

to conditions)  
• Developer pursuing appeal in Land and Environment Court, it is 

understood that the developer may be seeking to overturn the 
conditions imposed by the NSLPP. 

 
19–21 Barry St (LMR DA) 

• Development application lodged: March 2026  
• 6-storey residential flat building  
• 20 units, 2 basement levels, 28 car spaces  

 
54–64 Barry St (Central Element) (LMR DA) 

• 8-storey residential flat building  
• 45 units, 3 basement levels, 62 car spaces 

Young Street - 
naming of new 
plaza and review of 
Young Street traffic 
conditions 

Naming of new plaza 

Council is inviting the community to help name the new public plaza on Young 
Street.   

Attendees were encouraged to nominate a name if they had some ideas, 
noting that the consultation ends on 22 May 2026. 

North Sydney Council | Young Street, Neutral Bay - naming of new plaza 

Review of Young Street traffic conditions 

Council is undertaking a review of current traffic conditions on Young Street, 
following the completion of the Young Street Plaza works and recent changes 

https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/youngstplaza-name
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to the surrounding street network.  The review will consider how traffic 
currently operates along Young Street and nearby streets, including the safety 
of pedestrians, bicycle riders, and drivers, as well as the impacts on local 
residents and businesses. 

Attendees were encouraged to go onto the NSC Your Say website and make 
a submission if they had feedback to provide.  Submissions close 24 May 
2026. 

North Sydney Council | Review of traffic conditions on Young Street, Neutral 
Bay 

Administration 

and other matters 

Given the upcoming departure of committee Convenor MDS – who has made 

an outstanding contribution to the Precinct for the past 9 years - attendees 

were encouraged to consider joining the Committee or assist with Precinct 

Committee activities from time to time.   It was also noted that MDS intends 

to join the Precinct as a guest at an upcoming future meeting. 

 

Attendees were asked whether they would prefer to conduct the next few 

meetings (during winter) via Zoom or in person.  The majority indicated a 

preference for in-person meetings. 

Financial report Opening Balance as at 2.4.26:  $743.46 

Less expenses (Flyers):            $254.00 

Cash at bank as at 7.5.26:        $489.46 

Any other 

business 

None 

Meeting close The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm. 

Next Meeting The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 4 June 2026 

.  

https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/youngst-review
https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/youngst-review

