
 

 

ANZAC PARK PRECINCT MEETING  
Wednesday 27 May; 6.30pm 
 
15 ATTENDEES: MW, SW, MdeS, LD, CB, SB, JD, DD, AG, TC, NC, GH, MT, MH, JO 
APOLOGIES: JB, PB, DS, CG, RC, NF, TO 
 
 
MdeS opened the Meeting at 6.30 pm and welcomed all attendees.  
The Minutes of the last Meeting were agreed and ratified by the attendees. 
 
Prior to the arrival of Cr Spenceley, MdeS raised the Statewide Community Planning 
Proposal (CPP) June 2026 that she had circulated to some attendees  on 25 May, & asked LD 
to discuss the issues. While she had not read the State’s document herself, LD  briefly 
outlined the thrust of these “standardisation” reforms which will not only take power away 
from Councils;  reduce notification periods particularly for residential & Shop top 
apartments but also remove notification requirements for internal changes, pools, Boundary 
changes etc etc. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER:  Cr James Spenceley 
 
MdeS welcomed Cr Spenceley to the Meeting. 
 
Cr Spenceley covered many topics ranging from the SRV & Council’ subsequent submission 
to IPART, Council’s prevailing debt, Capital Expenditure, Council Assets/Community Assets, 
The Pool Costs, and the Kelly Place Childcare. He also talked about the Rangers Depot in 
Lillis St, Cammeray; Bradfield Park and Waverton Bowling Club. The Parraween Street 
Cottages [he helped save 6] and the campaigns against the destruction of our heritage were 
also touched on. 
 
Cr Spenceley spoke of the Council's failure to move items up to the earlier time slots @ the 
last Council Meeting when they saw the Kellys Place mothers with babies in arms waiting to 
watch the discussion/decision of their item after they spoke at the Public Forum. They had 
to wait for hours. Precinct were surprised to hear this as Council have in the past moved 
items up in the Agenda when they noticed people waiting in the Public Gallery.  
 
MW asked how does Council debt influence its thinking. Cr Spenceley's view on how Council 
could carry more debt over a longer period was of particular interest to attendees. 
 
Questions ranged from JD asking why Council didn't have an inquiry into the Pool blow out 
to ..Is there a Plan B if the 2nd Council Submission fails to be approved by IPART [MT] 
Answers were essentially that it was a poor contract that led to the blow out and that the 
prevailing view was that further investigation would serve no useful purpose. And no there 
was no Plan B. 
 



 

 

Cr Spenceley expressed his concerns about, for example, the powers being stripped away 
from Councils; the State Government’s Low to Mid Rise Housing Policy;  the Council 
approach to the SRV;  the 4 way Intersection at the Young St upgrade;  the $40m proposal 
to upgrade the North Sydney Oval;  the Council's $100m restricted reserves in the 
Developers Contributions Fund & how some of that could be used for the community run, 
highest rating 72 place childcare operation @Kellys Place, but the Council's focus was on 
Hume St as a priority.  
 
He is also highly supportive of Filtration of the Exhaust Stack at Cammeray and has pushed 
back at Tim James’ assertion that non filtration was Best Practice in Europe. 
 
Some of the issues that Cr Spenceley favoured included more Parking requirements for new 
developments, Affordable Housing on the current under used Depot Site, and sale of some 
Council assets to reduce the shortfall. 
 
Cr Spenceley said that he recognised that Anzac Park Precinct had the most number of  real 
and negative impact issues of any current Precinct. He was interested in local perspectives. 
The impact of the Warringah Freeway & the Western Harbour Tunnel, the changing amenity 
issues, the Noise & Traffic impacts and the Tree losses, and road access changes for 
residents. He wanted to hear from people about their concerns. 
 
JD discussed the worsening narrow Moodie St traffic flow problems and how one way from 
Falcon St would resolve much of their troubles but that would need to be a TfNSW Fix. 
Inserting a footpath for school kid safety at the narrow end would be a Council task but 
Council's view was to hold off till 2028 when the Western Harbour Tunnel is built.  
 
Cr Spenceley mentioned that Lytton Street traffic issues also require attention. 
 
On behalf of the Anzac Park School P&C, NC raised the prevailing Road safety issues for the 
schoolchildren. These included the Ernest  Street/Lytton Street safety concerns, the request 
for a proper Pedestrian Crossing on Ernest St @ Lytton St and the removal of a slip lane on 
Ernest/Miller streets. The Kiss and Drop @ APPS was also discussed. and the Cammeray Ave 
closure further reduced parking. 
 
Finally, Cr Spenceley suggested that Council needed a "Growth mindset not a closed 
mindset!" 
 
The Meeting closed at 8.05pm.  
 
The next Meeting, which will be the AGM, will be held on Wednesday 24 June 2026 at 
6.30pm. 
 
Nominations for Officer Positions will be requested prior to the above Meeting. 
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