HARRISON-BENNETT PRECINCT
Minutes of General Meeting
held on Thursday, 2 July 2026 at 6 pm at

Cremorne Early Childhood Centre, 108 Parraween Street, Cremorne

Harrisonbennett.precinct@gmail.com

Attendance 15 attendees (including 2 guests)

4 apologies: NB, KD, JT, GW
Previous The Meeting Minutes for 4 June 2026 were confirmed by SL and seconded
Meeting by BD.
Minutes & Minutes and Council’s Statement of Actions (SOA) can be viewed on the NSC
SOA website at https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harrisonprecinct
Committee At the meeting of 4 June 2026, it was agreed that the Precinct Committee
actions would request a house history from the North Sydney Heritage Centre

(Stanton Library) for 5 Yeo Street Neutral Bay.

A house history has been prepared and kindly shared by the North Sydney
Heritage Centre, confirming that the dwelling was occupied by Frederick
Moorhouse (a renowned architect) and his family for decades. Therefore,
upon further investigation, this dwelling may be found to have heritage
significance through its association with Frederick Moorhouse and his family.

It was noted that under the Heritage Act 1977, an Interim Heritage Order
issued by Council on this dwelling would have no effect of protecting the
dwelling from demolition, because of an exclusion for State Significant
Development provided under s57(1A)(a).

Hume Street
Stage 2 (New
Consultation)
and Kelly’s
Place

1. Background

Hume Street Park Stage 2 is part of a 3-stage open space project in Crows
Nest responding to significant population growth expected from recent State
Government rezoning.

o Stage 1 has been completed, delivering a pedestrian link between
Willoughby Road and Hume Street. It was funded by North Sydney
Council ($15 million) and the State Government ($3.5 million grant).

e Stage 2 (being proposed) is expected to cost approximately $10
million, with $9.3 million in State Government funding anticipated.

e Stage 3 remains uncommitted. A 2015 Council report envisioned
that Stage 3 would involve demolition of the Hume Street car park and
existing sports centre, undergrounding of facilities, an underground
swimming pool and/or cinema, and integration of Kelly’s Place into the
site. Overall forecast cost at the time was $73 million.

2. Current Community Consultation

Council is seeking community feedback to inform draft concept designs for
Stage 2, including:

e Recreation opportunities;

e Landscaping, planting and shade;
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e Play spaces;

e Accessibility and inclusion features;

e Furniture, seating and gathering areas;

e Pedestrian movement and connections;

o Safety, amenity and activation;

o Sustainability initiatives; and

e Overall look, feel and character of the expanded park.

Council’s Your Say webpage states that:

“Community feedback will not determine whether the project proceeds, but it
will help shape how the expanded park is designed and used by the
community.” (FAQ, What Can the Community Influence?
https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/expanded-open-space-for-crows-
nest)

Attendees were encouraged to visit the Your Say website and provide their
feedback to Council.

3. Timeline
We are currently at the pre-concept design phase.

Timeline for Stage 2
& | ‘

June-July 2026  Aug — Sept 2026 Late 2026
Community Draft concept Community
ideas and designs prepared consultation on
feedback concept designs

Early 2027 2027-2028 2028

Final design Construction  Expanded

complete Hume St Park
opens

Source of timeline: Information from Council’s YourSay website.
4. Kelly’s Place Children’s Centre

Guests KN (Director, Kelly’s Place) and GP (Kelly’s Place) were warmly
welcomed to the meeting, and thanked for reaching out to the Precinct.

Overview of Kelly’s Place
KN and GP gave an overview of Kelly’s Place:

o Kelly’s Place is located within the proposed Hume Street Park Stage
2 site and has operated for almost 40 years.

e It is a not-for-profit, community-run childcare centre governed by a
parent committee, with a focus on quality care rather than profit.

e The centre provides high-quality early childhood education and
exceeds the National Quality Standard.
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o It currently has a waiting list of approximately 160 children.

e The centre was designed nearly 40 years ago to integrate childcare
and public open space, with the building partly underground and a
publicly accessible grassed rooftop.

e It has long been understood that relocation may be required when
Stage 2 proceeds, with an expectation that Council would assist in
identifying an alternative site and relocating the centre.

¢ Kelly’s Place and Council have worked together over several years to
identify relocation options, but no suitable alternative site has been
secured.

5. Issues discussed
Key matters discussed are set out below.
i) Kelly’s Place represents key community infrastructure

Kelly’s Place represents significant existing community infrastructure and its
loss would reduce childcare capacity in an area experiencing substantial
growth. While green space is important for a growing community, so is access
to affordable and high-quality childcare.

ii) Retention of Kelly’s Place within Hume Street Park

Council has concluded by majority vote that retaining Kelly’s Place within
the expanded park is not preferred in order to maximise contiguous
open space (source: Council resolution of 29 June 2026). This position has
been reached despite the fact that there has been no community
consultation undertaken to understand community preferences.

Concept designs have not yet been developed. It seems premature to rule out
an integrated option at this early stage in the process.

Childcare and public open space are not necessarily incompatible. An
integrated design option should be explored and exhibited for community
feedback, before making a decision.

The current childcare centre is an example of where both outcomes can be
achieved, with Kelly’s Place currently covered by a grass rooftop that can be
accessed by the public.

iii) Bank Street relocation option

The potential for Council to reconsider the Bank Street site as a relocation
option was discussed.

In November 2025, Council identified Bank Street as having the most
immediate potential to accommodate childcare facilities but cited as
constraints:
i) Possible community opposition to locating the centre on Bank Street;
ii) Cost ($2 million—$3.1 million estimated to be required).

However:




i) Potential community opposition is speculative and should not prevent
further investigation. Any future development application would be
subject to the normal planning assessment process.

i) Council’s financial circumstances have changed since the Bank Street
option was considered in November 2025, including:

a) Confirmation by Council that it holds $2.55 million of developer
contribution funds that could be applied towards capital costs
associated with the centre’s relocation; and

b) IPART’s approval on 2 June 2026 of Council’s permanent 52.66%
Special Rate Variation, that provides Council with increased
revenue.

The developer contribution funds mentioned in (a) have been earmarked for
a fit-out of a future childcare facility at 52 McLaren Street, however that project
has not commenced, the site has recently changed ownership (sold by
Transport for NSW in 2025), and its timing and delivery remain uncertain. It
is also understood that the funds have not been formally committed to any
project. Given the uncertainty surrounding the McLaren Street development,
it would make sense to consider allocating these funds to Kelly’s Place, which
represents a certain, immediate and urgent community need.

These changed circumstances suggest that that the Bank Street option
should be revisited.

6. Precinct Resolutions
Two motions were proposed and unanimously supported.

Resolution 1: That the Precinct prepare and lodge a submission into
Council’s current consultation process addressing the issues discussed and
requesting Council to:

1. Reassess the feasibility of relocating Kelly’s Place Children’s Centre
to the Bank Street site, taking into account Council’s improved
financial position and the availability of childcare developer
contribution funding; and

2. Prepare and publicly exhibit at least one concept design option that
incorporates Kelly’'s Place within the Hume Street Park Stage 2
redevelopment, alongside other concept design options, and consult
with the community on the preferred option.

Resolution 2: That the Precinct prepare and lodge a submission to the
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces (as funding provider and body
responsible for project management/delivery) outlining the issues discussed
and urging the State Government to work with Council to secure a solution
that retains childcare capacity while delivering expanded public open space.

7. What can the community do?

Those who wish to support Kelly’s Place are encouraged to write to North
Sydney Council, Councillors and/or the Minister for Planning and Public
Spaces supporting further investigation of the Bank Street option and
preparation of a design option incorporating Kelly’s Place within Stage 2. The
email of Hon. Paul Scully MP is office@scully.minister.nsw.gov.au.
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8. Position of Councillors

March and May 2026 Council meetings

At previous Council meetings, Councillors Spenceley, Keen and Carr
proposed motions seeking consideration of options for Kelly’s Place, but these
motions were not supported by the majority of Councillors. Refer to June
Harrison-Bennett Precinct minutes for more details. These motions
(paraphrased) included:

e 23 March 2026: Councillors Jessica Keen and Efi Carr moved a motion
seeking further exploration of options for Kelly’s Place and an extension
of its lease beyond 31 December 2026. The motion was lost (7
Councillors voting against). (Source: Council meeting minutes, Item
10.1, p. 12-13, available at 23/03/2026 Council Meeting — North Sydney
Council)

e 25 May 2026: Councillor James Spenceley raised a matter of urgency
identifying available developer contribution funds that could potentially
be used towards capital costs to support Kelly’s Place relocation. The
motion was lost (6 Councillors voting against). (Source: Council Meeting
Minutes, Item 11, p.25, available at 25/05/2026 Council Meeting — North
Sydney Council)

Council Meeting 29 June 2026

At the Council meeting of 29 June, Council considered several motions
relating to Kelly’s Place, as summarised below. Full text of the motions is
provided in Appendix 1. (Source: Council meeting minutes, p.29-33,
available at 29/06/2026 Council Meeting — North Sydney Council)

a) Motion by Cr Angus Hoy

Proposed that the Hume Street Park Stage 2 concept design process include
development and public exhibition of an option that retains Kelly’s Place within
the expanded park. Refer to Appendix 1 for full motion.

Outcome: LOST (4:5)
For: Crs Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen and James Spenceley

Against: Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey
Santer and Shannon Welch

b) Motion by Cr James Spenceley

Proposed that Council allocate up to $2.5 million in childcare developer
contributions and work with Kelly’s Place to confirm a suitable property option
and pathway. Refer to Appendix 1 for full motion.

Outcome: LOST (4:5)

For: Crs Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen and James Spenceley

Against: Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey
Santer and Shannon Welch
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¢) Motion by Cr Chris Holding

Proposed (amongst other things) that Council:
o Will not extend Kelly’s Place’s lease beyond 31 December 2026;
o Does not support retaining Kelly’s Place within Stage 2 in order to
maximise contiguous open space for other uses;
o Confirms Bank Street as a Family Day Care operations site; and
o Reconfirms the allocation of childcare developer contributions towards
the future facility at 52 McLaren Street.

Refer to Appendix 1 for full motion.

Outcome: PASSED (5:4)

For: Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey
Santer and Shannon Welch

Against: Crs Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen and James Spenceley

Extraordinary Council Meeting — 1 July 2026

An Extraordinary Meeting was called by Cr James Spenceley and Cr Jessica
Keen seeking to rescind the resolution passed on 29 June 2026.

The meeting can be viewed here: Extraordinary Council Meeting —11am,
Wednesday 1 July 2026

Outcome: LOST (2:7)
For recission: Crs Efi Carr and Jessica Keen

Against recission: Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Nicole
Antonini, Chris Holding, Godfrey Santer, Shannon Welch and Angus Hoy

North Sydney
Olympic Pool

SK provided an overview of the North Sydney Olympic Pool (NSOP) scope
and cost history. Information presented was sourced from publicly available
Council reports, including NSOP redevelopment updates.

Council is holding tours and residents can register online at
NSOP Community Tours.

The NSOP is scheduled to open in August 2026.

Current Project Scope
e Grandstand seating 970 people;
50m outdoor pool;
Family leisure pool with splash play;
Change facilities;
1,100m2 gym;
120m2 creche with 95m2 outdoor play area;
25m indoor pool;
Warm water pool, spa and sauna facilities;
Internal café, retail shop, reconstruction of former ‘Ripples Cafe’.

NSC to operate gelato bar, café and gym
In December 2025, NSC rejected the tenders received from external
operators to run the gelato bar and café, and instead resolved to run
the gelato bar and cafe itself (inhouse) for the first 12 months. NSC
will fund the fit-out, set-up, operation and be responsible for the hiring
and management of staff.
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The business case for inhouse operation is unclear. Ripples Café
(and possibly Aqua Dining) are also likely to be competitors.
Council will fit-out and operate the gym and be responsible for the

hiring and management of staff.

The cost escalation and delays in project completion were presented visually.

Cost escalation

Note: The final cost remains unknown due to outstanding variations,
unresolved legal proceedings, and the costs of extending the engagement of

advisers, experts and contractors since the $122 million
announced more than two years ago.

budget was

North Sydney Olympic Pool Cost Escalation - as reported to public
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Images above: Based on analysis of information sourced from publicly
available North Sydney Council papers (NSOP redevelopment updates

presented at Council meetings).




History

Early concept design (pre-2018)

e In 2017, Council endorsed an option (Option 2) that involved
refurbishment and upgrading of the existing facility while retaining key
structures within the existing footprint.

e The cost estimate was approximately $28 million.

Detailed design development (2018-2020) and cost escalation to $64
million

o June 2018: Brewster Hjorth Architects were engaged to undertake the
detailed design.

e March 2019: Council adopted a revised Option 2b, representing a shift
to a comprehensive redevelopment, including replacement of major
assets such as the grandstand which was assessed as having
reached the end of its life. Project cost increased to $58 million.

e October 2019: Development Application lodged.

e July 2020: Development Application approved.

e Project cost estimates increased from $58 million to $64 million by
December 2020, likely reflecting design refinements, market
escalation, conditions of consent and risk adjustments.

e The $64 million project was to be funded as follows:

e Loans $31 million

e Federal Govt Funding $10 million
e State Govt Funding $5 million

« Internal Council funds $18 million

Commencement of project (2021-2022)
e January 2021: Construction contract awarded to ICON.
e July 2021: Council resolved that progress updates on the project be
reported at each Council meeting.

New Council and Independent review

e December 2021: A new Council and Mayor were elected.

e The project budget was not updated during 2021 or 2022.

e November 2022: Independent review into the management of the
project initiated by Mayor Zoe Baker. PwC engaged.

e April 2023: Summary of the key findings and recommendations of the
independent review were published by Council (note: PwC report itself
has not been disclosed to the public).

e Council reported that PwC made 33 recommendations and 16
findings and that all of PWC’s recommendations have been
implemented, including governance, risk management and project
oversight improvements.

Cost escalation from $64 million to $122 million

e April 2023: Based on the findings of the PWC review, Council
increased the project budget from $64 million to $86 million.

e November 2023: Council advised that the steel roof over the 25-metre
indoor pool had to be dismantled.

e February 2024: Council reported a further $20 million increase,
bringing the project cost to $106 million.

e November 2024: Council advised that the estimated project cost had
increased to $122 million. (No cost forecast revision provided since)

Legal proceedings
e Council is currently in legal proceedings against the architects.




e Icon (builder) commenced legal proceedings against Council in May
2025.

Final cost of pool

e The publicly reported project forecast cost has remained at $122
million since November 2024, notwithstanding subsequent delays to
practical completion and ongoing contract variations, extensions-of-
time claims and extension of the engagement of specialist consultants
and legal advisers.

e Council papers in 2025 reveal that the $122 million was forecast by
Council in February 2024 (although not reported to the public
until November 2024).

Given the time that has lapsed since the figure of $122 million was
announced, and taking into account outstanding variations, unresolved legal
proceedings, and the costs of numerous extensions of the engagement of
advisers, experts and contractors, it is possible that the final cost will exceed
$122 million.

Mobility Hoist | Mobility Hoist issue
/' NSOP Issue Given recent media attention on this issue, the matter was briefly discussed.
o New pool provides ramp access only via Council water wheelchair,
requiring assistance for entry and exit.
¢ A quadriplegic swimmer who is also a local resident had asked NSC
to provide a mobility hoist, but it is understood that Council declined,
despite such a mobility hoist existing pre-redevelopment.
e Without a hoist, users require a carer per visit (~$150 cost per visit)
After a petition with 1,859 signatures, (Details of petition here: Petition
- NORTH SYDNEY POOL - MOBILITY HOIST REQUIRED! - North
Sydney, Australia - Change.org), Council agreed to purchase two
portable hoists.
29 June 2026 | Items of note from the 29 June 2026 Council meeting were discussed. Refer
Council to Council Meeting Minutes 29 June 2026 for details (which can be
Meeting downloaded at: 29/06/2026 Council Meeting — North Sydney Council)
Update

1. Mayoral Minute Spofforth Street safety

The Mayoral Minute provided an update:

¢ In May 2026, there had been a meeting between Mosman Council and
North Sydney Council (involving the Mayors).

e In June 2026, Mosman GM wrote to North Sydney CEO confirming
Mosman Council’s in-principle support for two raised pedestrian
crossings (Spofforth/Cabramatta and Spofforth/Holt), subject to design,
community consultation and Council approval. Funding also appears to
be a condition.

Councillors unanimously resolved “that Council work with Mosman Council to
pursue any grant or other funding available to deliver the proposed raised
pedestrian crossings, subject to the outcome of community consultation and
endorsement by both Mosman and North Sydney Council’.

Attendees expressed the following views:

o |tis pleasing that the Mayors have met to discuss the issue.
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e While progress on this issue is welcomed, there is a concern that
solutions now appear to be dependent on external funding.

¢ Given the significant and increasing pedestrian safety concerns in the
area, it is hoped that Council continues to prioritise work in this area to
secure tangible improvements regardless of whether external funding is
available.

2. Council rates for FY26-27

Following IPART’s approval of the 52.66% SRV, Council was required to
determine the actual rate increase to apply for the Financial Year commencing
1 July 2026.

Resolved (by a vote of 6:3) to apply the maximum increase.

In favour Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding,
Godfrey Santer, Shannon Welch, Angus Hoy

Against Crs James Spenceley, Jessica Keen, Efi Carr
OUTCOME Passed (6:3)

3. Councillor remuneration

Council resolved (by vote of 6:3) to apply the maximum allowable increase
to their own individual Councillor remuneration.

For Mayor Zoe Baker, Crs MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding,
Godfrey Santer, Shannon Welch, Angus Hoy

Against Crs James Spenceley, Jessica Keen, Efi Carr
OUTCOME Passed (6:3)

Amendments proposing no increase (Cr Keen), or for Council to adopt the
minimum allowable remuneration (Cr Spenceley) were defeated.

4. Commercial use of open space (Fees & Charges)
Council’s new fees and charges for FY26-27 were approved.

Attendees commented that requiring private schools to pay fees to use our
parks is a positive change.

Cr Spenceley moved an addition to the motion, that “Council continue to
engage with small and mid-size operators of outdoor activities to ensure that
the policy and pricing does not impact their business or reduce the ability of
residents to use the park via commercial services, and does not price Council
out of the market.”

This amendment appears to have been in response to the concerns raised by
small business operators who spoke at the public forum. However, this
amendment was voted down by Mayor Zoe Baker and Crs MaryAnn Beregi,
Chris Holding, Godfrey Santer, Shannon Welch, Angus Hoy.

Development

New DA at 17-19 Lindsay Street and 26-28 Barry Street, Neutral Bay
(DA242/2026) North Sydney Council - Application Tracker

Proposal:
o 8-storey apartment building; 37 apartments (5 “affordable housing” units)
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e 2 levels of basement parking;62 car spaces and 41 bike parking spaces.
This is the third Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy DA affecting Barry Street.

Attendees who have concerns were encouraged to make a submission to
North Sydney Council.

Location of the site at 17-19 Lindsay Street and 26-28 Barry Street

| f
L] Art:Box Workshbps

L By
ForéstMinds@ .

Image above: Sourced from google maps.

Existing dwellings at 17-19 Lindsay Street and 26-28 Barry Street

19 Linds;\) Streth

26 Barry Street 28 Barry Street

Images above: Sourced from realestate.com.au
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Proposed Development at 17-19 Lindsay Street and 26-28 Barry Street

Image above: Sourced from architectural plans (PBD architects for Vatera
Pty Ltd, pg.1)

42A-52 Rangers Avenue and 21-31 Brierley Street proposed
development (Mosman Council)

Some attendees reported they had attended a Land and Environment Court
conciliation conference for the proposed DA on Rangers Avenue and Brierley
Street Mosman, and that it was very well attended with likely nearly a hundred
residents, demonstrating the significant level of community concern.

Proposal includes demolition of 12 houses, construction of a 6-7 storey
residential flat building with 103 units, 3 levels basement parking with 198 car
spaces and removal of 46 trees. This is of interest to Harrison-Bennett

0| Site Location shown
& in white box: Sourced
from google maps.

It is understood that the childcare centre at 33 Brierley Street (adjacent to the
site) has expressed significant concerns about how the centre will be able to
continue to operate during the demolition, excavation and construction
phases, which are expected to extend over several years. It is understood
that concerns have been raised regarding the impacts of prolonged dust,
noise and air pollution, as well as privacy impacts arising from the proposed
development overlooking the childcare centre's private play areas.

Concerns were expressed about the unsustainable pace and scale of
densification in the area, with insufficient regard given to the already high
levels of congestion on local streets and the associated safety issues.
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Financial
report

Opening Balance as at 2.4.26: $489.46
Less expenses (Flyers): $254.00
Cash at bank as at 7.5.26: $235.46

The Precinct’s costs of flyer delivery are relatively high because its geographic
scope covers 2 Precinct areas (Harrison & Bennett) that have relatively high
residential density. The committee’s view is that while social media or
electronic distribution can be used, flyer delivery remains the most inclusive,
in that it is the only mechanism that will ensure that all residents receive the
information. Some residents are not active on social media, and reliance on
the existing electronic distribution list limits the ability to reach new attendees.

Currently the Precinct does not have enough funds to pay for the flyers for the
remaining period of the operational year. In light of this, Council has kindly
agreed to fund the cost of the flyers for this remaining period. The Precinct
extends their sincere thanks and appreciation to Council.

Meeting close

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 6 August 2026 at 6 PM
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Appendix 1: Extract from Council Meeting Minutes 29 June 2026,
Motions on Kelly’s Place/Hume Street Park Stage 2, Item 10.10,
pages 29-33

Council Meeting Minutes can be downloaded here:

29/06/2026 Council Meeting — North Sydney Council

Motion referred to in section 8(a) on page 5 of these Precinct meeting minutes

Motion by Cr. Angus Hoy:
1. THAT Council receive and note the content of this report.

2. THAT Council note that the draft concept design phase for Hume Street Park Stage 2 is
scheduled to occur between August and September 2026, followed by community consultation
on concept designs before the final design is scheduled to be completed in early 2027.

3. THAT, to ensure all viable options are thoroughly evaluated before designs are progressed,
Council instruct the project design team to develop and explore design options that retain
Kelly's Place Children's Centre in its current location, to be presented alongside other
concepts during the public exhibition phase in late 2026, incorporating:

a) alayoutthat integrates the existing childcare facility footprint with contiguous public open
space; and

b) astaged construction methodology that allows Kelly's Place to remain safely operational
or temporarily accommodated during park works.

VOTING OUTCOME
For Councillors Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen, and James Spenceley

Against Mayor Zoe Baker, Councillors MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey
Santer and Shannon Welch

OUTCOME | LOST (4:5)

Motion referred to in section 8(b) on page 5 of these Precinct meeting minutes
Motion by Cr. James Spenceley:
1. THAT Council receive the report and note that:

a) there are available funds in Council’s restricted Child Care and Community Facilities
developer contributions reserves which could be applied to providing capital works
towards a suitable property for Kelly’s Place.

b) NSW Planning guidance recognises forward funding and pooling of contribution funds,
including pooling contribution funds within and between plans to fund higher-priority
infrastructure earlier.

2. THAT Council conditionally allocate up to $2.5 million from C1 Childcare developer
contributions to support eligible one-off capital works to secure, construct, adapt or fit out
Council-owned or Council-controlled premises for use by Kelly’s Place Children’s Centre as a
childcare/community facility, on the basis that a suitable property is identified and the proposed
works are eligible under the Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan 2020.

14


https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/council-meetings/308/29-06-2026-council-meeting

3. THAT Council urgently work with Kelly’s Place to provide a further report to Council as soon
as practicable confirming any suitable property option, the proposed works, the approvals
pathway, and the timing.

VOTING OUTCOME

For

Councillors Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen, and James Spenceley

Against Mayor Zoe Baker, Councillors MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey

Santer and Shannon Welch

OUTCOME | LOST (4:5)

Motion referred to in section 8(c) on page 6 of these Precinct meeting minutes

Motion by Cr. Chris Holding:

1. THAT Council receive and note the report and, in particular, note:

a)

b)

)

h)

The Crows Nest/St Leonards Precinct currently has a population density of 9,733 people
per square kilometre with 30% of households housing couples without children and 35%
lone person households and the lowest ratio of open space in the North Sydney LGA at
3.42m2 per person.

The expansion of Hume Street Park, including the demolition of the building housing
Kelly’s Place, has been planned for over 14 years in order to increase open space to
meet existing density and planned future density of the precinct;

Stage 1 of the Expanded Hume Street Park project which delivered 1,200m2 of new
open space for Crows Nest was formally opened in February 2022;

On 20 October 2022 the Kelly’s Place Committee acknowledged the imminent need to
relocate to facilitate Stage 2 of the Expanded Hume Street Park and Council
subsequently extended the Kelly’s Place lease over the last four years whilst working
with Kelly’s Place management to find a relocation site;

Council has, since at least 2019, identified numerous alternative locations none of which
have been acceptable to Kelly’s Place;

The estimated cost of effective remediation of the failed waterproofing membrane at
Kelly’s Place is $800,000 to $1million;

There is capacity and availability of childcare places, including not for profit centres,
within the Crows Nest/St Leonards locality;

In April 2026 Council entered into an Agreement with the Department of Planning and
Public Spaces to plan, construct and deliver at least 2,000m2 of new open space in
Stage 2 of Hume Street Park funded from Special Infrastructure Contributions (SIC)
collected for the purpose of delivering the Expanded Hume Street Park in the Crows
Nest/St Leonards precinct.

2. THAT, for certainty, Council confirm that:

a) it will not further extend the lease to Kelly’s Place Children’s Centre beyond 31

December 2026

b) it does not endorse the retention of the Kelly’s Place building within the design and

construction of Stage 2 of Hume Street Park expansion in order to maximise larger
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contiguous areas of open space to support a wide range of recreational activities,
gatherings and events; and

c) reconfirm the Bank Street site is to continue as the base supporting over 100 North
Sydney Family Day Care families.

d) THAT Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to work with Kelly’s Place
Children’s Centre to facilitate appropriate transition arrangements and support prior to
the expiry of its lease on 31 December 2026 including liaising with Lane Cove and
Willoughby councils to support those children residing outside the North Sydney local
government area.

3. THAT Council reconfirm that development contribution funds collected for childcare under
the community facilities provision within the North Sydney Local Infrastructure Contribution
Plan are allocated for the fitout of 52 McLaren Street, North Sydney and any childcare facilities
identified in the Crows Nest Masterplan to be undertaken in the 2026/2027 delivery plan.

VOTING OUTCOME

For Mayor Zoe Baker, Councillors MaryAnn Beregi, Chris Holding, Godfrey
Santer and Shannon Welch

Against Councillors Efi Carr, Angus Hoy, Jessica Keen, and James Spenceley

OUTCOME | PASSED (5:4)
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