
Minutes of Meeting (Draft) 
Kirribilli Precinct 

11 June 2026 
6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Kirribilli Community Centre, Fitzroy St, Kirribilli 
 

1. Welcome 

The meeting opened at 6.00pm. 

The Chair welcomed attendees, acknowledged the special place Kirribilli is and thanked everyone for 
their engagement and attendance at the meeting. He also thanked community members who assisted 
with distributing the meeting flyers.  

The Chair also welcomed Felicity Wilson MP to the meeting and thanked her for attending.  

 

2. North Sydney Olympic Pool (NSOP) – Lack of Mechanical Hoist 

The Chair invited Julia Laverty to address the meeting. Julia spoke of how she swam at the old NSOP 
three to four times a week and used a fixed mechanical hoist to access the swimming pool. The newly 
renovated NSOP will not have a hoist, instead disability access has been limited to an aquatic 
wheelchair ramp. Julia will require help to access the ramp, but Council staff will not be permitted to 
provide any assistance. Julia will therefore need to hire two disability support workers to help her, 
costing around $150 each time she swims at NSOP. 

A low-cost solution for Council would be to purchase a portable hoist, which can be stored in a 
cupboard and wheeled out as required. The hoist can also be moved around to allow access to other 
pools within the facility. 

The Chair read from recent correspondence from the CEO, North Sydney Council advising that the 
Council will be looking at ways to improve disability access at NSOP and would be hiring a consultant to 
conduct a review.  

Community members expressed surprise and disappointment that the hoist had not been included, 
particularly given the $122 million cost of the NSOP renovation. It was noted that many pools have four 
different methods of access – lift, ramp, hoist and aquatic wheelchair. It was felt the Council should not 
hire a consultant and go ahead with the purchase of the mobile hoist instead. 

Jillian Christie advised that the Council’s Access and Inclusion Committee will be touring the NSOP on 
16 June and will raise the hoist issue. The committee was not involved in the design process for the 
NSOP. 

Action: Precinct will write to Council conveying the community’s expectation that a hoist will be in 
place when the NSOP opens. 

Note Subsequent: Since the meeting Julia, has received correspondence from Council advising that 
they would be purchasing two portable hoists for the NSOP. 

 

3. Pending Closure of Kelly’s Place 

The Chair invited Katie Newton, Director, Kelly’s Place to address the meeting. Kelly’s place is a not-for-
profit, community run childcare centre established in Crow’s Nest around 40 years ago.  The centre has 
close links to the community and advocates for the needs of young families in the area. The centre pays 



a ‘peppercorn’ rent to Council and receives a historic annual grant of $10,000 a year. Recent repair of a 
skylight was covered by Council. Parents maintain the centre’s internal garden through working bees 
and the business side of the centre is self-funded. Around 60 families use the Childcare Centre and 
there are 160 families on the waiting list. 

It has been Council’s intention to relocate Kelly’s place since 2016. Various sites have been suggested. 
However, all have so far been deemed unsuitable by either Council or Kelly’s Place. The Council is now 
proposing to close Kelly’s Place in December and demolish the centre to make way for more green 
space.  A motion to delay the closure was rejected by the majority of Councillors.  

Feedback from community members noted that there appears to be no formal plan, no costings and no 
community consultation about the proposed redevelopment of the site. There was concern about the 
lack of transparency around the process. It was noted that the local population was growing due to 
urban development and there would be even greater demand for childcare services in the future. The 
building’s proximity to the Metro made it an ideal location for a childcare centre.  

Community members couldn’t understand why Kelly’s Place could not be incorporated into the green 
space concept, particularly given the centre has a green roof, that is already used by the community as 
a green space.  The building itself has a unique design, which should be preserved as part of the local 
area’s heritage.  Community members also expressed great sympathy with parents using the centre 
who now face the daunting task of making alternative childcare arrangements over the next few 
months. 

Action: Precinct will write to Council to formally request it delay the closure of Kelly’s Place for 12 
months to allow for the development of a plan and a proper community consultation process. 

 

4. Bradfield Park South – Return our Park Campaign 

The Chair provided an update on the campaign to reclaim Bradfield Park South.  

The Mayoral motion to escalate the dispute with Transport for NSW (TfNSW) was unanimously 
supported by Council. 

Three letters have been sent to the Premier, but they have all been referred on to other Ministers for 
response.  A response was received from Marjorie O’Neil MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Transport, 
who confirmed that the land is indeed contaminated above safe levels specified by the EPA. 

Next steps in the campaign will include: 

• a Town Hall meeting in the first week of July (date and venue to be confirmed), with residents, local 
community groups and media, 

• a letter writing campaign targeting the Premier, Ministers, shadow Ministers, state and federal MP’s, 
• continuing to engage with the NSW Ombudsman’s investigation into the matter, 
• starting an on-line petition, 
• visibility campaigns – eg. placards outside the TfNSW offices at Milsons Point, 
• handing out leaflets at the Kirribilli markets and the train station, 
• rallies and sit-down protests. 

The Precinct would like to undertake a social media campaign as well. If community members know of 
someone with expertise in this area who would be willing to help, please get in touch with the Precinct. 

5. Acceptance of Co-Secretary Nomination 

The Chair thanked Jannelle Berents, Liz Harbison and Patricia Giannotto for volunteering to be co-
secretaries. The nominations were uncontested and approved with unanimous support. 



 

6. Formal Meeting Agenda Items 

a. Minutes of the last meeting 

Acceptance of the minutes moved by David Evitson and seconded by Fran Hernon 

b. Matters Arising 

Matters arising from the last meeting were referred to Council and responses are still outstanding. 

c. Treasurer’s Report 

The current balance is $751.64. 

 

7. Other Business 

a. Rat Infestation 

Residents have raised concerns about rats in McDougall Street near the Ensemble Theatre and also 
around the shops on Broughton Street. Overflowing bins may be contributing to the problem.  

Action: Precinct will ask Council to address both the rat and rubbish issues. 

b. Greenway Drivers 

Greenway Social Housing community is seeking volunteer drivers to help transport residents to medical 
appointments and other errands. Volunteers will be using Greenway’s vehicles and are covered by 
Greenway’s insurance policies. There are no special licence requirements. 

Note: If you can assist, please contact Bryce Gunn, President, Greenway Tenants Association on 0406 
630 766 or catco@westmet.com.au 

c. IPART Review 

Council has been granted the full rate increase it requested. The matter will now go before Council for 
final approval.  

Under the conditions specified in the IPART ruling, Council is required to: 

• use the additional funds for the purpose outlined in the application, which appears to include 
around 780 activities, 

• report on the actual program of expenditure funded by the additional income and the outcomes 
achieved, 

• report on productivity improvements and cost containment measures. 

Precinct has a role in ensuring these conditions are being met and helping the community to be 
satisfied that money is being spent in a way that was set out in the IPART application. 

d. Lime bikes 

Concerns were raised about dozens of Lime share bikes being left abandoned on footpaths and curbs 
throughout Kirribilli. There are also issues with users riding in an unsafe manner. Community members 
spoke of experiences in other countries and even nearby LGAs, where share bikes were well managed, 
through use of geo-fencing and mandatory bike parking area. Some Councils were using legislation on 
unclaimed property to issue fines to Lime. A share bike trial in North Sydney LGA had included geo-
fencing and mandatory parking areas. However, the trial had recently ended, and it may be that these 
restrictions no longer apply.  



Action: The Precinct will write to Council seeking an update on the outcome of the recent trial and 
plans for share bikes, given the community is observing the bikes are being left in dangerous and 
inconvenient locations. 

 e. State Significant Developments 

Felicity Wilson MP advised that the NSW Government was putting out a consultation plan for State 
Significant Developments. Individual council community consultation plans have been replaced with a 
state plan. Time frames for submissions on state significant developments have been reduced to 14 
days and in some cases, residents may find they will only have 7 days to respond to a development that 
may be going up next door to them. 

The Chair noted the Mayor had spoken about this issue at a previous meeting. The Precinct is waiting on 
Council to finalise its submission, which will then be circulated. Precinct has also asked Council to 
create a page on its website with information on State Significant Developments. It has suggested the 
page include Council’s own submission about the development, so community members can look at it 
and use it to inform their own submissions. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.52pm 


