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10.15. North Sydney Oval - Sunset Cinema and AFL Umpires VHAs 
 

AUTHOR Philippa Cochran, Acting Service Unit Manager Leisure and Aquatics 
ENDORSED BY 
 

Gary Parsons, Director Open Space and Infrastructure 
 

ATTACHMENTS 1. CONFIDENTIAL - Sunset Cinema and AFL Umpires VHA [10.15.1 - 1 
page] 

CSP LINK Outcome 3 – An active community with space for everyone to exercise 
and enjoy the outdoors 
O2. Maximise the capacity of our existing open spaces and recreational 
facilities 
 
Outcome 8 – An effective, accountable and sustainable Council that 
serves the community 
G6. Commit to efficiency and value for money in service delivery 

 
PURPOSE: 
 
This report advises Council of the commercial terms for Venue Hire Agreements (VHAs) that 
have been negotiated between Council and MMR Entertainment Pty Ltd t/a Sunset Cinema 
and AFL (NSW/ACT) Commission Limited for the use of North Sydney Oval and seeks 
authorisation for the Chief Executive Officer to finalise and execute VHAs with these 
organisations. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
- MMR Entertainment Pty Ltd (Sunset Cinema) and AFL (NSW/ACT) Commission (AFL 

Umpires) are long-term users of North Sydney Oval. 
 
- Agreements with Sunset Cinema and AFL Umpires have been reviewed resulting in 

moderate increases to Council and other mutual benefits to both parties. 
  
- Terms for a five-year Licence has been agreed between Council and the AFL Umpires and 

the final year of an existing agreement with Sunset Cinema. Upon expiry of this 
agreement, North Sydney Oval management will look to secure a three-year agreement 
for outdoor cinema from 2026-29.  

 
- Should Council wish to discuss this report it is noted that the attached confidential 

document includes commercial information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it. Further, release of the information 
would, on balance be contrary to the public interest as publication of all tendered 
amounts would discourage potential tenderers from submitting commercial information 
in future and would affect Council’s ability to obtain value for money services.  As such 
should this matter be discussed it should be considered in closed session.    
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RECOMMENDATION: 
1. THAT Council note the contents of this report in relation to the development of a new 
Venue Hire Agreements with AFL (NSW/ACT) Commission Limited for the use of North Sydney 
Oval. 
2.THAT Council note the contents of this report in relation to the adjustments to the final year 
of the Licence with MMR Entertainment Pty Ltd t/a Sunset Cinema for the use of North Sydney 
Oval.  
3.THAT Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to finalise and execute the adjustments 
to the one-year VHA with Sunset Cinema for the 2025–26 season; and a five-year VHA with 
AFL (NSW/ACT) Commission Limited for the 2025–29 seasons, based on the terms outlined in 
the confidential attachment to this report. 
4.THAT Council resolves that the identified attachment to this report is to be treated as 
confidential in accordance with section 11(3) of the Local Government Act for the following 
reason under section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act: 

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed  
(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it 

It is further noted that release of this information would, on balance be contrary to the public 
interest as publication of all tendered amounts would discourage potential tenderers from 
submitting commercial information in future and would affect Council’s ability to obtain value 
for money services. 
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Background  
 
The Sunset Cinema and AFL Umpires have been long-term seasonal hirers of North Sydney 
Oval (NSO). Both contribute significantly to the activation and community profile of the venue 
- Sunset Cinema through cultural programming and community events, and the AFL through 
sports participation and umpire development pathways. 
 
In early 2024, Council commenced a review of all major Venue Hire Agreements (VHAs) to 
ensure consistent pricing, equitable access, maximise product capacity, and improve 
operational alignment across NSO’s event calendar. Securing long-term partnerships through 
multi-year VHAs is also a key factor in ensuring the long-term future sustainability of the 
facility. 
 
Report  
 
Sunset Cinema (MMR Entertainment Pty Ltd) 
 
For almost 25 years Sunset Cinema (previously Starlight Cinema) has operated at NSO for 
three - four evenings each week from December through to March, providing the community 
with a family-friendly, unique entertainment option at one of Sydney’s most iconic outdoor 
venues. The Cinema also provides a unique opportunity for non-sporting members of the 
community to enjoy NSO.  
 
Sunset Cinema is currently operating under the final period of a Licence Agreement from 15 
December, which will expire on the 20 March 2026. NSO management will then look to secure 
a three-year agreement for outdoor cinema from 2026-29, to align with other long-term VHAs 
that have been agreed at the facility.  
 
A 3% fee increase and 10% administration fee for cleaning and security has been agreed for 
the final term of the Licence. Adjustments to conditions within the Licence relating to 
cancellations have also been agreed to minimise Council’s cost exposure: food and beverage 
will now be managed entirely by Sunset Cinema, enabling a more profitable model for Sunset 
Cinema and reducing costs for Council. The updated Licence also now includes 100 
complimentary tickets, which Council can distribute throughout the community and a 90-
second pre-show advertising slot for Council messaging. 
 
Further details of the proposed terms have been included in the confidential attachment to 
this report.  
 
AFL (NSW/ACT) Commission Limited – Umpires 
 
The AFL Umpires is a program focussed on the creation of pathways for the development of 
AFL officials. The program has been running at NSO for more than three years and is a low-
impact use, outside of regular sporting fixtures. To date, the arrangements with AFL Umpires 
has been on a year-to-year basis, which leads to uncertainty of tenure for the AFL and 
scheduling uncertainty for Council. A multi-year agreement will mitigate these issues.  
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Terms for a five-year Licence has been agreed between Council and the AFL Umpires, which 
will expire in September 2029. These include a slight increase in venue hire and new charges 
for cleaning and use of floodlighting. The agreement guarantees 25 weeks of training per year 
and provides secure onsite storage and use of off-field facilities for training.   
 
Further details of the proposed terms have been included in the confidential attachment to 
this report.  
 
Consultation requirements  
 
No community engagement was required to inform this report. 

Financial/Resource Implications 

The VHAs proposed in this report will result in an increase in income for NSO and provide 
other mutual benefits for Council and the users. Entering into long-term VHAs reduces legal 
costs and staff time in the ongoing renewal of these agreements, which enables them to focus 
on the improving services and the longer-term management objectives of NSO.  

Legislation  
 
s608(1) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
 


