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9.1. Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026-27 
 

AUTHOR Aigul Utegenova, Chief Financial Officer 
ENDORSED BY 
 

Olena Tulubinska, Director Corporate Services 
 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Draft 2026-27 Fees and Charges - Discontinued [9.1.1 - 8 pages] 
2. Draft 2026-27 Fees and Charges - New Fees Introduced [9.1.2 - 11 

pages] 
3. Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026-27 [9.1.3 - 78 pages] 

CSP LINK Outcome 8 – An effective, accountable and sustainable Council that 
serves the community 
G6. Commit to efficiency and value for money in service delivery 
G8. Manage Council’s finances through robust long-term planning and 
ongoing financial management 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide details of the proposed fees and charges for the 
financial year commencing 1 July 2026, and to seek endorsement from Council for the Draft 
Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 to be placed on public exhibition prior to final 
adoption. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
- In the 2024-2025 financial year, Fees and Charges comprised 20% of Council’s total 

annual revenue and 26% of own-source revenue. 
 
- The Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 (Attachment 3 to this report) has been 

developed with reference to comparable market rates and incorporates a general 
increase of 3.7% on the previous year’s adopted schedule. 

 
- Several fees have been restructured or increased above CPI to address historical under-

recovery, reflect market benchmarks, and better align charges with the actual cost and 
complexity of service delivery: 
- 54 new fees and charges are proposed. 
- 42 existing fees and charges are proposed to be discontinued, primarily to simplify fee 

structures, remove duplication, and align with updated regulatory frameworks and 
service delivery models. 

 
- All existing and proposed fees and charges have been assessed in accordance with 

Council’s Revenue Policy. 
 
- Fees set by statute, such as Schedule 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 

Regulation, will be updated as they are published and reported to Council when the final 
Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 is submitted for adoption. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
1. THAT Council endorse the Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 to be placed on 
public exhibition for 28 days. 
2. THAT Council note that a further report will be prepared for Council’s consideration at the 
submissions closing period to facilitate adoption of the Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 
by 30 June 2026. 
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Background 
 
The Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 has been prepared in the context of North 
Sydney Council’s ongoing commitment to financial sustainability and service delivery. Fees 
and charges currently account for approximately 20% of Council’s total revenue and 26% of 
own-source income. 
 
With the Long-Term Financial Plan 2026–2036 highlighting structural operating deficits, 
underfunded infrastructure renewal, and low financial resilience, Council has taken proactive 
steps to strengthen its financial position.  
 
Following IPART’s decision not to approve Council’s previous application for a Special Rate 
Variation (SV), Council has taken on board the feedback provided. IPART’s determination 
emphasised the need for Council to explore alternative revenue sources to reduce reliance 
on rating increases. 
 
In response, Council undertook a detailed review of its activities to improve cost recovery, 
update outdated charges, identify new and expanded revenue opportunities, and recover 
costs previously absorbed within general operations. This work helps to ensure that users of 
specific services, and those undertaking activities requiring additional Council oversight, 
contribute appropriately to the cost-of-service delivery.  
 
An additional $1.085 million in Fees and Charges income has been included in the 2026/27 
budget arising from these initiatives. This is equivalent to approximately 2% of rate revenue 
under the rate peg and has reduced the level of Special Variation required. 
 
With the exception of new fees and charges for commercial and group use of public open 
space, this schedule gives effect to that work, with 54 new fees proposed and 42 outdated or 
redundant charges recommended for removal. These changes are intended to ensure that 
fees are set at appropriate levels and better aligned with market benchmarks and the actual 
cost of service delivery. 
 
Report  
 
The Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 was formulated around a general increase 
of 3.7% over the previous year’s adopted schedule. This index is in line with the change in the 
All-Groups CPI Sydney index, from December 2024 to December 2025, and comparable 
market rates. 
 
All existing and proposed fees and charges have been assessed according to the nature of the 
services being provided. The following principles have been considered in the analysis of the 
proposed fees and charges:  
1. Full cost recovery: the fee charged aims to recover all the direct and indirect costs 

associated with providing the service. 
2. Partial cost recovery: the fee charged aims to only partially recover the full cost involved 

in providing a service. Situations where partial cost recovery may apply include:  
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a. where benefits from the provision of the service accrue to the community as a whole 
as well as individual users; and/or 

b. a short-term approach to stimulate demand for a service where charging at full cost 
recovery may result in service evasion. 

3. Market competitive: the fee charged is based on market competition. Comparatives are 
made with businesses offering the same or similar services. 

4. Bonds and deposits: refundable payments that may be requested as a security for making 
good any damage caused to Council property and/or completing any works required in 
connection with an approval.  

5. Regulated and prescribed: fees that are prescribed by State or Federal Government 
legislation. In the event of legislation introducing a new or amended statutory/regulatory 
fee subsequent to adoption or printing of this document, the Council may apply these 
new charges without further notice.  

6. Conditions of grant funding: fees that are subject to eligible State and Federal grants 
whereby the Council is bound by their contractual terms and conditions, including 
applicable limits to chargeable fees.  

 
These principles are included in Council’s annual revenue polices. 
 
Three Schedules are attached to this report: 
• a complete Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 (Attachment 3); 
• a register of new fees (Attachment 2) and 
• a register of discontinued fees (Attachment 1). 
 
Fees set by statute, such as Schedule 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation, will be updated as they are published, and reported to Council when the final 
Schedule of Fees is submitted for adoption.  
 
It is important to note that on 31 March 2026 the RBA confirmed a decision to ban surcharges 
on debit and credit card transactions. This change forms part of broader payment system 
reforms aimed at simplifying card payments and improving transparency for customers. The 
changes are scheduled to take effect from 1 October 2026. Further details will be released by 
the RBA over time, including guidance on how the reforms may impact merchants and 
payment service providers. This change might impact Council’s fees and charges prior to 
adoption in June 2026. 
 
The Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026–2027 does not include fees for the North Sydney 
Olympic Pool nor fees for the new Commercial and Group Use of Open Space Policy. These 
will be reported to Council separately and will be added to the Schedule once adopted by 
Council.  
 
The key areas with the most significant changes to fees and charges, including structural 
changes and increases in 2026-2027, are outlined below. 
 



  
 

 
Council Meeting 13 April 2026 Agenda  Page 5 of 112 

 

Public Events fees 
 
A revised public event fee structure is proposed for the next financial year, introducing a new 
permit fee framework across a range of event types and impact levels. The proposed fees will 
apply to complex, high-impact, and detailed events held in Council parks and public spaces, 
including charges for bump-in and bump-out activities, refundable bonds, and event 
assessments.  
 
Following feedback from the community regarding the condition of turf after events, Council’s 
Public Presentation team has introduced a new fee to recover turf repair costs from event 
hirers following the conclusion of events, ensuring parks are restored to their original 
condition. Council currently incurs approximately $17,000 from operational funds to repair 
turf following each event.  
 
The new fees are intended to recover the full cost associated with event assessment, site 
management, and post-event reinstatement, while ensuring that fees are proportionate to 
event scale and impact of each event. Differential pricing has been applied to support not-
for-profit events (50% discount) and lower-impact activities, whereas higher-impact and 
complex events attract higher fees, reflecting the increased resource requirements and 
associated risk.  
 
Pre Development Application Consultation 
 
A fee restructure is proposed for Pre-Development Application (Pre-DA) consultation fee. The 
new structure represents a simplification of Council’s existing approach. The current structure 
is based on anticipated Council attendance at meetings, whereas the proposed structure fee 
is based on the estimated cost of works, with tiered categories ranging from up to $500,000 
to those exceeding $20,000,000. This approach more accurately reflects the scale and 
complexity of a proposal. 
 
The revised approach also provides Council with greater flexibility to determine the 
appropriate internal resources required for each consultation, rather than prescribing 
attendance through the fee structure and allowing applicants to select participants. This 
simplified framework improves consistency, transparency, and alignment between fees and 
the level of assessment required. 
 
Parking Station Fees 
 
Parking station fees have generally not been indexed for 2026–2027. Demand for parking, 
and consequently parking income, has continued to decline following the completion of the 
Metro station. Nicholson Street carpark has experienced a material reduction in revenue 
performance, primarily due to structural changes in occupancy patterns. 
 
In 2024–2025, the leasing of 54 parking spaces previously allocated to Mater Hospital were 
cancelled, resulting in an ongoing annual revenue reduction of approximately $230,040. This 
loss of leased income continues to negatively impact the financial position of the parking 
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facility and has been taken into account in the preparation of the Draft Fees and Charges 
Schedule 2026–2027 projections. 
 
The reduction in income also reflects broader changes in travel behaviour, including the 
cessation of demand for permanent parking spaces that were previously required by 
construction workers during the Metro project. 
 
Car Parking Permits 
 
A moderate increase in residential parking permit fees is proposed for the next financial year, 
with increases ranging from 15% to 20%. Under the proposal, the annual fee for the first 
residential parking permit would increase from $88.00 to $101.20, and the second residential 
parking permit would increase from $181.00 to $218.00. This increase is line with the 
Productivity Plan and will generate an additional $67K of revenue, incorporated in the Draft 
budget. 
 
The proposed pricing structure is intended to more appropriately reflect the value of public 
space and to support a shift towards sustainable transport, in line with Council’s Environment 
Strategy and Integrated Transport Strategy. Additional revenue would be directed towards 
initiatives that support healthier and more sustainable travel outcomes, including the delivery 
of green corridors.  
 
The Coal Loader fees 
 
The Coal Loader’s Tunnel One and Platform are unique, adaptable, and iconic Sydney venues 
with large capacity and high demand. The proposed fee increases are informed by 
benchmarking against comparable venues across Sydney and address current pricing that is 
below market, particularly for commercial hires such as production companies. Tunnel One is 
currently underpriced relative to its capacity and versatility, while the Platform offers 
premium value through uninterrupted harbour views and a strong connection to the natural 
environment. The revised fees seek to better reflect the market value of these assets and 
support appropriate cost recovery. The proposed fees increase range from approximately 
32% to 165%, with higher increases applying to larger events and peak usage periods.  
 
Concessional rates will be applied to community hire of the Platform, Tunnel One, the Mess 
Hall, and Genia McCaffery rooms at The Coal Loader. 
 
Other Material Changes (other than mentioned above) 
 
The table below represents the changes as per statutory requirements.  
 

Category Fee and Charge Pg 
No: % Increase $ Increase 

NSC Oval Daily Hire Fee (Seniors) – Turf 
Wicket 1.11 22.71% $          288.00 

Parraween 
Street Parking 

Rate Per calendar month  
– residential users 1.16 25.00% $            22.00 
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Category Fee and Charge Pg 
No: % Increase $ Increase 

Parking Meter 
& Sensor 
Adjustments 

Parking Meter Height Adjustment or 
Straighten (result of change to 
pavement level) – per meter 

1.19 45.63% $          470.00 

Works Zone 
Permit 

North Sydney Council Construction 
Notice Board 1.20 33.33% $            50.00 

Footpath 
Permit Change of Date Fee 1.22 150.00% $          180.00 

Library Room 
Hire 

Daily Conference Room Hire Fee  
– Weekends (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 1.30 13.64% $            30.00 

Food 
Inspection 

Inspection Fee (Per Hour, Minimum 
Charge of Half Hour)  
(Statutory inspection fee as per 
Food Regulation 2025) 

1.61 273.74% $          271.00 

Food 
Inspection 

Inspection Fee – New Food 
premises (Pre-opening) 1.61 21.31% $            65.00 

Building 
Information 
Certificate 

Reinspection Fee (per inspection) 1.62 138.74% $          154.00 

Building 
Information 
Certificate 

Building Information Certificate  
- Class 1 or 10 (sale of property) 1.62 115.69% $          590.00 

Fire Safety Annual Fire Safety Statement  
- Registration 1.64 16.67% $            25.00 

Fire Safety Reissue a Fire Safety Schedule 1.64 22.49% $          101.00 
Subdivision 
Certification 

Administration fee  
- Termination of strata scheme 1.64 87.14% $          244.00 

 
A number of fee categories have been restructured in response to the introduction of new 
fee frameworks by Local and State Government. The affected areas include:  
• Food Shops – Food Act 
• Filming in public area 
• Development applications fees 
Other new and discontinued fees are to minor items and are not expected to materially affect 
income 
 
New Fees Introduced Summary 
 

Category Fee and Charge Reason for introduction 

Parks and 
Reserve  

Hourly Fee for Inspection  
(minimum 1 hour charge) 

Parks and 
Reserve  Infrastructure Bond 

To recover turf repair 
costs from event hirers 
following the conclusion 
of events, ensuring parks 
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Category Fee and Charge Reason for introduction 

Parks and 
Reserve  

Turf Replacement - includes stripping, 
cultivation, supply and lay turf and 6 weeks 
establishment - Kikuyu (per m2) 

Parks and 
Reserve  

Turf Replacement - includes stripping, 
cultivation, supply and lay turf, and 6 weeks 
establishment - Couch (per m2) 

Parks and 
Reserve  

Turf Renovation - includes aeration, 
decompaction, and topdressing Couch  
(per m2) 

Parks and 
Reserve 

Garden Bed Rectification - includes clearing 
of damaged area, tidy up existing planting, 
levelling of area with new soil, supply and 
install new mulch and initial watering  
(per m2, supply and installation of new 
plants charged separately) 

Parks and 
Reserve  

Hourly Fee for Irrigation Repairs  
(minimum 4-hour charge, materials used 
charged separately) 

are restored to their 
original condition 
following events 

Tree 
Application Request for Tree Removal or Pruning 

Comparable to other 
Councils’ Fees and 
Charges 

North Sydney 
Oval External Food Vendor Fee 

Comparable to other 
Councils’ Fees and 
Charges 

Footpath 
Permit 

Daily Occupation fee footpath closure 
(pedestrians detoured or forced to cross the 
street) 

Replace old fees 

Footpath 
Permit 

Daily Occupation fee footpath partial closure 
(safe direct access maintained) Replace old fees 

Public Event High Impact Event Permit Fee  
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / High Impact Event  

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / High Impact Event 
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Medium Impact Event Permit Fee  
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / Medium Impact 
Event  

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / Medium Impact 
Event (Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Low Impact Event Permit Fee  

Public Event Low Impact Event Permit Fee  
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / Low Impact Event 

Current fee was set 
incorrectly and does not 
reflect actual level of 
assessment and impact 
associated with a 
medium impact event. 
The revised fee correctly 
aligns the medium 
impact event at 50% of 
the currently established 
high impact (complex) 
event fee ensuring 
consistency, fairness, 
and cost recovery. 
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Category Fee and Charge Reason for introduction 

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / Low Impact Event 
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Very Low Impact Event Permit Fee  

Public Event Very Low Impact Event Permit Fee  
(Not-for-Profit) 

Public Event Bump-in & Bump-out / Very Low Impact 
Event 

Public Event Event Assessment Fee 

Public Event Use of Council utilities e.g., water & 
electricity 

Public Event Very Low Impact Event Permit Fee 
Public Event External Food Vendor Fee 
Public Event Target Hardening 

As per Local Gov. Filming 
Protocol June 2025 

Filming in 
public area 

Assessment of Parking Management Plan 
Parking Area (Mud Map)/Traffic Lane (TGS) 

Filming in 
public area (low 
impact) 

Processing Fee on Approval 

Filming in 
public area (low 
impact) 

Late Application Fee (submitted within the 
recommended minimum assessment period) 

Filming in 
public area 
(medium 
impact) 

Processing Fee on Approval 

Filming in 
public area 
(medium 
impact) 

Late Application Fee (submitted within the 
recommended minimum assessment period) 

Filming in 
public area 
(high impact) 

Processing Fee on Approval 

Filming in 
public area 
(high impact) 

Late Application Fee (submitted within the 
recommended minimum assessment period) 

Filming in 
public area 
(high impact) 

Traffic Management Plans Assessment  
(No Road Closure) 

As per Local Gov. Filming 
Protocol June 2025  

Environmental 
Volunteer Adopt a Plot (full fee) 

Environmental 
Volunteer Adopt a Plot (maintenance) 

Environmental 
Volunteer Corporate Volunteering (up to 10 people) 

New fees introduced for 
consistency and 
transparency. The AaP 
program has been 
operating since 2005 but 
the participant payment 
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Category Fee and Charge Reason for introduction 

Environmental 
Volunteer Corporate Volunteering (up to 15 people) 

Environmental 
Volunteer Corporate Volunteering (up to 20 people) 

was previously 
considered a "donation" 
& therefore not included 
in the published F&Cs. 

Post Approval 
Development 
Fee 

Consultancy Fee- Post Approval Input by 
Council for SSD Applications 

Replace old fee, change 
wording 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Development with an estimated cost up to 
$500,000 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Development with an estimated cost 
between $500,001 - $2,000,000 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Development with an estimated cost 
between $2,000,001 - $5,000,000 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Development with an estimated cost 
between $$5000,001 - $20,000,000 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Development with an estimated cost more 
than $20,000,001 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Additional Fee if development site is within 
Heritage Conservation Area, or is a Heritage 
Item 

Pre 
Development 
Application 

Additional Referral to Design Excellence 
Panel Pre Application 

Simplification of existing 
fee structure based on 
anticipated attendees. 
The proposed fee 
structure is based on 
cost of works which 
often reflects complexity 
of the proposal. 
New fee to recover the 
cost of the task, and to 
align with other Councils 

Food Inspection 
Fee Notification of Food Business 

New fee to recover the 
cost of the task and to 
align with other Councils 

Construction 
Certificate 

Preparation of Fee Proposal for Certification 
Work (Building) 

New fee to recover the 
cost of the task and to 
align with other Councils 

Subdivision 
Certificate 

Complying Development Certificate 
Application - Notification Fee (if required) 

Subdivision 
Certificate 

Administration Fee - Missed Critical Stage 
Inspection (subdivision) 

Subdivision 
Certificate Written Directions Notice 

New fee structure will 
replace existing fees, 
assigning specific 
certification fees to each 
heading and type 
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Discontinued Fees Summary 
 

Category Fee and Charge Rationale for discontinuing 

Sporting Fields Hirer - 
Senior 

Hourly Hire Fee – Additional 
Lighting (200 Lux) 

Both 200 lux items to be 
discontinued as no 200-lux 
option in any other sports 
field except Cammeray 
which is captured separately 

Sporting Fields Hirer - 
Junior/School 

Hourly Hire Fee – Additional 
Lighting (200 Lux) 

Both 200 lux items to be 
discontinued as no 200-lux 
option in any other sports 
field except Cammeray 
which is captured separately 

Parking Permits Hourly Park & Swim scheme  
(10:00 am to midnight) 

Will be replaced by NSOP 
parking fees 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
less than 5 cubic metres Rate – 1st Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
less than 5 cubic metres Rate – 2nd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
less than 5 cubic metres Rate – 3rd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
less than 5 cubic metres 

Rate – 4th and subsequent 
weeks 

New consolidated 
Footpath/Road Occupancy 
Permit fee replaces skip bin 
permit fees 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
5-10 cubic meter Rate – 1st Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
5-10 cubic meter Rate – 2nd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
5-10 cubic meter Rate – 3rd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
5-10 cubic meter 

Rate – 4th and subsequent 
weeks 

New consolidated 
Footpath/Road Occupancy 
Permit fee replaces skip bin 
permit fees 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
10-20 cubic meter Rate – 1st Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
10-20 cubic meter Rate – 2nd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
10-20 cubic meter Rate – 3rd Week 

Footpath Permit - Skip Bin 
10-20 cubic meter 

Rate – 4th and subsequent 
weeks 

New consolidated 
Footpath/Road Occupancy 
Permit fee replaces the skip 
bin permit fees 

Temporary Road Closure Daily Occupation fee (non-
metered space) 

Fee retained from previous 
structure and had not been 
deleted 

Temporary Road Closure Daily Occupation fee (metered 
space, per day or part thereof 

Fee retained from previous 
structure and had not been 
deleted 
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Category Fee and Charge Rationale for discontinuing 

Library Services Late Fee – Fast Reads/Fast Flicks 
Service (per item per day) Item no longer available  

Public Event Complex Events Permit – 
Application Fee 

Replaced with application 
fee 

Public Event Complex Event Permit Fee – 
Premium Park 

Replaced with high impact 
fee 

Public Event Detailed Events Permit - 
Application Fee 

Replaced with application 
fee 

Public Event Daily Detailed Event Permit Fee 
– Neighbourhood Park 

Replaced with medium 
impact fee 

Public Event 
Simple Event Permit Fee – 
Neighbourhood Park & Premium 
Park 

New fee created to replace 
this fee 

Customer & 
Communication 

Install 5G Infrastructure on 
Multi-Purpose Pole 

No demand since fee 
introduced 

Filming in public area Operational staff cost recovery  
– film site 

Filming in public area 

Technical staff cost recovery  
– film site, liaise with external 
bodies, & review of weight 
restrictions 

Filming in public area 

Professional staff cost recovery – 
film site, liaise with external 
bodies & review of weight 
restrictions 

Filming in public area Temporary road closure – Full 
closure 

Filming in public area Temporary road closure – Partial 
closure for parking 

Filming in public area Permit parking – unrestricted 
zone 

Filming in public area Inspection fee – Parks & 
Reserves 

New fee structures created 
as per The Local Gov. 
Filming Protocol, old fees 
obsolete 

Pre Development Fee Consultancy Fee 

Council receives no 
compensation for its input 
into State Significant 
Development Applications. 
Many things are left to be 
resolved post-approval by 
Council such as 
infrastructure, landscape, 
and public art. A lump sum 
fee would cover Council’s 
costs for related 
consultation and approvals. 
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Category Fee and Charge Rationale for discontinuing 

Pre DA Application 
Consultation 

Consultation Fee – Small scale 
single dwellings & duplexes 

Pre DA Application 
Consultation 

Consultation Fee – Residential 
flat buildings, Commercial 
alterations & additions only 

Pre DA Application 
Consultation 

Consultation Fee – Large scale 
developments for mixed use, 
new RFB 

Replaced by new fees 

Pre DA Application 
Consultation 

Consultation Fee – Strategic 
issues 

Applicants generally going 
down HDA pathway in 
instances where there may 
have previously been a 
desire to meet with staff to 
discuss issues. 

Food Inspection Fee 
Inspection & Administration Fee 
– Category 3 (Venues with 2 
food service areas plus bars) 

Food Inspection Fee 

Inspection & Administration Fee 
– Category 4 (Venues / Hotels / 
bars with 1 food service area 
plus unlimited bars) 

Food Inspection Fee 

Inspection & Administration Fee 
– Category 5 (Venues / Hotels / 
bars with 1 food service area 
plus 1 bar) 

Food Inspection Fee 
Inspection & Administration Fee 
– Category 6 (Convenience 
Stores / Service Stations / kiosks) 

Food Inspection Fee 
Re-Inspection Fee – Category 1 – 
4 (over 10 minutes and/or non-
compliant) 

Food Inspection Fee Re-Inspection Fee – Bar Only 

Discontinued due to State 
Government introducing 
new fee structure 

Fire Safety 
Assessment of proposed 
Performance Solution 

Consolidation of fees, 
removing duplication 

 
Consultation Requirements  
 
Community engagement will be undertaken in accordance with Council’s Community 
Engagement Strategy. 
 
Financial/Resource Implications 
 
User charges and fees are an important source of revenue for Council. In 2024-2025 financial 
year user fees were $30.734 million, accounting for 20% of all revenue and 26% of own-source 
revenue. 
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In addition to CPI adjustments, selected fees have been increased above CPI where required 
to address historical under-recovery, reflect market benchmarks, or respond to changes in 
service demand and delivery costs. These targeted increases are expected to improve overall 
cost recovery and reduce reliance on rate-based income to subsidise specific services. 
 
The proposed changes are not expected to have a material adverse impact on Council’s 
overall financial position. Instead, they will support: 
• improved cost recovery across key service areas, particularly where fees have not kept 

pace with actual delivery costs;  
• more sustainable funding of services and assets, ensuring that user charges contribute 

appropriately to ongoing operational and maintenance requirements; and  
• reduced cross-subsidisation, promoting greater equity between users of services and the 

broader ratepayer base.  
 
Where appropriate, concessional pricing and subsidies have been retained to ensure 
continued access for community groups and individuals with limited capacity to pay. This 
approach balances financial sustainability with Council’s broader social and community 
objectives. 
 
From a resource perspective, the revised fee structures, particularly in areas such as public 
events and development-related services, provide greater flexibility for Council to allocate 
internal resources based on service demand and complexity, rather than being constrained 
by legacy fee models. 
 
Overall, the proposed Revenue Policy and the Draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2026-27 
position Council to better respond to ongoing cost pressures, maintain service levels, and 
ensure a more transparent and equitable approach to revenue generation. 
 
Resource Implication Details 
 
As per the Revenue Policy, the following principals are applied when formulating user fees: 
a) Council will endeavour to apply all revenue policies on an equitable basis; 
b) the “user pays” principle will, in general, be the basis for the full recovery of costs; 
c)  fees and charges will take into account the movements in the Consumer Price Index 

(Sydney All Groups); 
d)  income earned from Council’s assets will be maximised, based on industry market rates; 
e)  as a minimum, Council will seek to recover the administrative costs in performing its 

statutory duties; and 
f)  consideration will be given to those groups and/or members of the community, who are 

disadvantaged and may not otherwise be able to access the service. Generally, this will 
be reflected by discounting the fee or charge. 

 
The recovery of charges and fees under this approach are necessary to maintain current levels 
of services and assets. The proposed changes will not have a material impact on Council’s 
financial position. 
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Legislation  
 
In accordance with sections 405 and 608(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, a schedule of 
fees and charges must be prepared annually as a provision within Council’s annual Statement 
of Revenue Policy. 
 







NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL
OPEN SPACE & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
SPORTING FIELDS
Anderson Park, Forsyth Park, Primrose Park, Tunks Park, Waverton Park & St Leonards Park Netball Courts

HIRER - SENIORS

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Hourly Hire Fee – Additional Lighting 
(200 Lux)   $44.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$44.00

HIRER - JUNIORS / SCHOOLS

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Hourly Hire Fee – Additional Lighting 
(200 Lux)   $44.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$44.00

ROADS, FOOTPATHS & OPEN SPACE AND OTHER COUNCIL LAND
PARKING METERS
METER RATES

HIGH DEMAND PARKING

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Hourly Park & Swim scheme (10:00 
am to midnight)   $11.62   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$11.62

Alfred Street Sth (angle parking opposite Olympic Pool)

SKIPS & BUILDING WASTE
SKIP BINS LESS THAN 5 CUBIC METRES

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Rate – 1st Week   $90.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$90.00
Rate – 2nd Week   $96.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$96.00
Rate – 3rd Week   $122.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$122.00
Rate – 4th and subsequent weeks   $143.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$143.00

SKIP BINS FROM 5 CUBIC METRES TO 10 CUBIC METRES

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Rate – 1st Week   $143.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$143.00
Rate – 2nd Week   $164.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$164.00
Rate – 3rd Week   $185.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$185.00
Rate – 4th and subsequent weeks   $217.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$217.00
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SKIP BINS FROM 10 CUBIC METRES TO 20 CUBIC METRES

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Rate – 1st Week   $286.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$286.00
Rate – 2nd Week   $407.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$407.00
Rate – 3rd Week   $497.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$497.00
Rate – 4th and subsequent weeks   $571.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$571.00

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE (ASSOCIATED WITH BUILDING WORKS)
Absolute minimum 5 working days notice

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Daily Occupation fee (non-metered 
space)   $105.00   $105.00   $0.00   $105.00   0.00%   $0.00

Applies for stand Plant and/or road closure

Daily Occupation fee (metered space, 
per day or part thereof)   $200.00   $200.00   $0.00   $200.00   0.00%   $0.00

 Applicable to stand plant and/or road closure permits

CORPORATE SERVICES
LIBRARY SERVICES
LATE FEES FOR OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Late Fee – Fast Reads/Fast Flicks 
Service (per item per day)   $1.00   -$9.96   $0.00   -$9.96   -1,096.00%   -$10.96

ARTS, LIBRARY AND EVENTS
PUBLIC EVENTS

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Complex Events Permit – Application 
Fee   $703.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$703.00

Complex Event Permit Fee – Premium 
Park   $6,962.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$6,962.00

Detailed Events Permit - Application 
Fee   $289.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$289.00

Daily Detailed Event Permit Fee – 
Neighbourhood Park   $289.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$289.00

Simple Event Permit Fee – 
Neighbourhood Park & Premium Park   No Fee or Bond Applicable

Last year fee 
No Fee or Bond Applicable
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CUSTOMERS & COMMUNICATIONS

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Install 5G Infrastructure on Multi- 
Purpose Pole   Subject to negotiation

Last year fee 
Subject to negotiation

A fee per annum to install 5G telecommunications infrastucture on multi-function poles
Per annum fee per device installed

CUSTOMER SERVICES
PARKINGS PROVISION FEES (LOW,MID,HIGH IMPACT)
Local Government Filming Protocol. Absolute minimum notice - 2 working days

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Operational staff cost recovery – film 
site   $61.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$61.00

per hour

Technical staff cost recovery – film 
site, liaise with external bodies & 
review of weight restrictions

 
$77.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
-100.00%

 
-$77.00

per hour

Professional staff cost recovery – film 
site, liaise with external bodies & 
review of weight restrictions

 
$126.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
-100.00%

 
-$126.00

per hour

Temporary road closure – Full closure   $110.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$110.00
per hour

Temporary road closure – Partial 
closure for parking   $66.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$66.00

Permit parking – unrestricted zone   $19.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$19.00
per vehicle

Inspection fee – Parks & Reserves   $113.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$113.00

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
OTHER PLANNING SERVICES
PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION SERVICES

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Consultation Fee – Small scale single 
dwellings & duplexes   $846.00   $0.00   $0.00   -$0.01   -100.00%   -$846.01

Meeting with Team Leader, Assessment Officers and Administration Assistant (minutes of meeting to be taken)

Consultation Fee – Residential flat 
buildings, Commercial alterations & 
additions only

 
$1,172.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
-100.00%

 
-$1,172.00

Meeting with Team Leader, Assessment Officers & Administration Assistant (minutes to be taken)

Consultation Fee – Large scale 
developments for mixed use, new RFB   $1,756.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$1,756.00

Meeting with Executive Planners, Team Leader, Relevant Referring Officers & Administration Assistant (minutes to be taken)
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PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION SERVICES    [continued]

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Consultation Fee – Strategic issues   $1,640.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   -100.00%   -$1,640.00
Meeting with Strategic Manager plus Strategic Officers & Administration Assistant (Minutes of meeting taken)

ENVIRONMENT & BUILDING COMPLIANCE
INSPECTION OF PREMISES
FOOD ACT - NOTICES/CERTIFICATES

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Inspection & Administration Fee – 
Category 3 (Venues with 2 food 
service areas plus bars)

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
0.00%

 
$0.00

Inspection & Administration Fee – 
Category 4 (Venues / Hotels / bars 
with 1 food service area plus unlimited 
bars)

 

$363.00 inspection fee plus $130.00 administration fee

Last year fee 
$363.00 inspection fee plus $130.00 administration fee

Inspection & Administration Fee – 
Category 5 (Venues / Hotels / bars 
with 1 food service area plus 1 bar)

 
$315.00 inspection fee plus $130.00 administration fee

Last year fee 
$315.00 inspection fee plus $130.00 administration fee

Inspection & Administration Fee – 
Category 6 (Convenience Stores / 
Service Stations / kiosks)

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
$0.00

 
0.00%

 
$0.00

Re-Inspection Fee – Category 1 – 4 
(over 10 minutes and/or non 
compliant)

 
$240.00 per food service area or full inspection fee

Last year fee 
$240.00 per food service area or full inspection fee

Re-Inspection Fee – Bar Only   $158.00 per bar
Last year fee 

$158.00 per bar

FIRE SAFETY

Name  
Year 25/26

 
Year 26/27

 
 

 
 

Fee Fee
 

GST
 

Fee Increase Increase
(incl. GST) (excl. GST)   (incl. GST) % $

Assessment of proposed Performance 
Solution   $250 Per hour

Last year fee 
$250 Per hour
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