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SUBJECT: The North Sydney Art Prize 2017 
 
AUTHOR: Alison Clark, Team Leader Arts & Culture 
 
ENDORSED BY: Martin Ellis, Director Community and Library Services 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
This report details the successful delivery of The North Sydney Art Prize held at The Coal 
Loader Centre for Sustainability, 2 Balls Head Drive, Waverton from 11 – 26 March 2017.  It 
presents an overview of the project and the positive response from artists, community and 
visitors across the region. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Funding for this project was included in the adopted 2016/17 budget.  
 
Local Government Act 1993: Section 23A Guidelines - Council Decision Making During 
Merger Proposal Period.  
The Guidelines have been considered in the preparation of this report and are not applicable  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
1. THAT the report be received. 
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LINK TO DELIVERY PROGRAM 
 
The relationship with the Delivery Program is as follows: 
 
Direction: 1. Our Living Environment 
 3. Our Economic Vitality 

4. Our Social Vitality 
 

Outcome: 1.5 Public open space, recreation facilities and services that meet community 
needs 

 3.3 North Sydney is a place that attracts events 
                             4.1 Community is connected 

     4.2 Community is diverse 
     4.3 Enhanced arts and cultural programs and facilities  

                             4.7 Community is active and healthy 
                             4.8 Enhanced community facilities, information and services 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2013 a revitalised North Sydney Art Prize was held at the Coal Loader Centre for 
Sustainability from 11 – 26 March exhibiting new media, sculpture and installation based works 
alongside two dimensional artworks. A Curatorial Brief provided a contemporary framework 
while maintaining a local and inclusive attitude. Importantly, the revised format has 
significantly raised the profile of the Art prize which is now a major biennial event on Council’s 
calendar attracting thousands of visitors from across the region. 
 
The 2017 Art Prize attracted 360 entries by emerging to established artists. This was a 
significant increase with 332 entries received in 2015. 89 works were selected by a panel of arts 
professionals in consultation with the Curator (Council’s Team Leader Arts & Culture). The 
standard of entries was very high with many of the selected artists exhibiting in other major art 
exhibitions.  
 
The Art Prize was held over 16 days and open daily from 10am to 5pm with visitation up to 
7,500. Whilst there was an overall increase in awareness of the event and very positive 
feedback, there was a slight decrease in visitation compared to 2015 (8,000 visitors) due to bad 
weather, heavy rain and winds throughout the month on March. Overall the relatively high 
number of visitors was the result of a comprehensive advertising campaign and an extensive 
Public Program which included artist talks, exhibition tours and free community and children’s 
art workshops. 
 
The Art Prize was included in Art Month Sydney 2017 and advertisements were placed in a 
range of arts journals and editorial was received in both local and national media. An active 
social media campaign was initiated via the ‘artsandculturenorthsydney’ Facebook page 
attracting over 300 likes and shares. An Instagram ‘northsydneyartprize2017’ account was 
established and maintained regularly connecting to a new and broad audience. The exhibition 
received very positive feedback from artists, visitors and the community. 
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CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Community engagement will be undertaken in accordance with Council’s Community 
Engagement Protocol. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT 
 
The sustainability implications were considered and reported on during the initiation phase of 
this project. 
 
QBL Pillar Implications 
Environment • Low impact, non-toxic and recycled materials were used in art 

workshops and activities. 
Social • High level interaction between the artists and community with the 

production and delivery of an inclusive and meaningful Public Program 
including a forum, panel discussion, artist talks, exhibition tours and 
free community art workshops for all ages. 

Economic • The North Sydney Art Prize has a relatively small budget with use of 
in-house materials and staff to reduce costs. 

Governance • The North Sydney Art Prize supports Council’s Arts and Cultural 
Strategic Development Plan 2012-2017. 

 
 
DETAIL 
 
Sponsorship 
 
There were 7 prize categories and 6 sponsors with a total cash value of $32,5,000 as follows:  

•         $14,000 Major Open Award and $1,000 Emerging Artist Award sponsored by North 
Sydney Council 

•         $10,000 Award for Sculpture sponsored by DEXUS Property Group 
•   $5,000 Site Specific Award sponsored by Australian Catholic University 
•        $1,000 Work on/with Paper Award sponsored by Primrose Park Arts & Craft Centre 

Inc. 
• $1,000 Award for Painting sponsored by the Mosman Art Society 
• $500 Award for Drawing sponsored by the Royal Art Society of NSW  

 
A new sponsor for the was secured for the Award for Sculpture.  DEXUS Property Group was 
approached and came on board to generously sponsor this important category to the value of 
$10,000 (an increase from $5,000).  Primrose Park Arts & Craft Centre Inc. and Mosman Art 
Society increased their sponsorship at Councils request from $500 to $1,000. The total value of 
sponsorship increased from $25,000 in 2015 to $32,500 as the result of a more proactive 
sponsorship campaign. All sponsors were gratefully acknowledged in the promotional material, 
advertising and exhibition catalogues.  They were also formally thanked at the opening event 
and in the form of a letter and exhibition material after the exhibition.  
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Selection Panel 
 

• Monica McMahon, Art Curator, Western Sydney University Art Collection, Western 
Sydney University 

• Cassandra Hard Lawrie, Artist & Independent Curator 
• Dr Oliver Watts, Local Artist and Senior Lecturer, Sydney College of the Arts, 

University of Sydney 
 
Entry & Selection Process 
 
The selection process was outlined on the Art Prize webpage and in the Entry Form and Rules, 
in accordance with Arts Law NSW. The hard copy entry process was revised with all entries 
submitted on-line expediting the entry and data management process.  There were however 
some teething problems with the on-line process which will need to be resolved for the next 
event in 2019. 
 
Images were copied onto a USB for judging as well as preparing a judging booklet. Judging 
took place over one day and selected artists were notified on the website. 
 
Entries 
360 entries were received as follows:  

• 99   3D Interior  
• 75  3D Exterior  
• 8  New Media  
• 82  2D Paintings  
• 96  2D Works on Paper  

 
Selected works 
 
The panel selected 89 works for exhibition from 360 entries. Winners were selected on site by 
the selection panel following installation. Of the 89 selected works for exhibition at the Coal 
Loader 45 works on paper, video, installation and sculptural works were exhibited indoors and 
44 sculptures and installation based works exhibited outdoors.  
 
Indoor works were exhibited in the Caretakers Cottage, Artist Studio, Workshop, Mess Hall 
and, for the first time, in nine recently restored chambers located off tunnel 1. Exterior works 
were sited across the grounds of the Coal Loader and extended into the surrounding parklands.  
Tunnel 1 and tunnel 2 accommodated large scale installations, light and new media works.   
 
Demographic of Selected Artists 

North Sydney LGA 8  

Sydney Metro 63  
NSW - regional 16  

VIC 2  

 
Award Recipients (Attachment 2) 

• Major Open Award, Janet Tavener, Vein 
• Award for Sculpture, Kath Fries, Within & without  
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• Site Specific Award, Denese Oates, Pass to Present 
• Work on/with Paper Award, Gloria Florez, WEII 
• Award for Painting, Melissa Hartley, The Empress 
• Emerging Artist Award, Katie Turnbull, The Arctic is an Eye 
• Award for Drawing, Brooke Thompson, Upwelling (phoenician blue) 

 
Administration 
 
The Art Prize is a logistical, physical and administratively intense project involving a range of 
Council staff including Community Development and Open Spaces Environmental Services 
Staff.    
 
This year’s prize presented a variety of challenges as the Coal Loader platform and tunnels 
were under construction.  The Team Leader Arts & Culture worked closely with Council 
Officers from various departments to ensure the site was at “practical completion” and safe for 
the event, both prior to installation and during the exhibition.  This also involved working with 
the contracted site manager regarding the various requirements, schedules and access issues.  
 
As access was provided to tunnel 1 and nine of the 29 chambers, an “Emergency Plan” was 
required and subsequently developed by an external consultant to ensure that all WH&S and 
Risk Management factors were addressed.  This also involved additional security during the 
day in tunnel 1 at a substantial extra cost to the budget. 
 
The main responsibility for the management of the art prize rests with the Team Leader Arts 
and Culture who works with a small arts team from Community Development to deliver this 
large scale event over an eight-month period. The Team Leader Arts and Culture manages all 
aspects of the event including curating the exhibition, budget management, liaising with 
sponsors, working with artists, judges and a range of internal and external stakeholders, 
developing and implementing the risk management plan, organising installation and 
desinstallation, coordinating exhibition design and promotional material, advertising and 
media, developing and delivering the exhibition catalogue and public program, and assisting 
with the opening event. 
 
The Administration Officer from Community Development provided some pre-exhibition 
administrative support and assisted with coordinating the artist-volunteer schedule. The Arts 
and Cultural Programs Officer assisted with installation and deinstallation, as well as 
coordinating the Opening Event held on Saturday 7 March. The exhibition was opened by the 
Mayor Jilly Gibson with Guest Speaker Warren Langley with attendance of 750 people. 
 
The Arts & Cultural Officer provided assistance with administration, installation and 
deinstallation and exhibition minding, and a post graduate intern from the University of  
Sydney Master of Curatorial Studies program assisted with the installation and deinstallation, 
working closely with the Team Leader Arts and Culture. 
 
A Risk Management Plan and Work Method Statement was developed to cater for the 
installation of sculptural and site specific works at the Coal Loader as well as accommodating 
recent changes in WH&S. The document also covered opening event activities, exhibition 
period and the public program. 
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The installation required a detailed plan to ensure works were suitability and safely placed. A 
professional installation technician assisted the Team Leader Arts and Culture with the 
installation over a two-week period, as did staff from Community Development.  
 
A forty-page catalogue was produced and included artist information, statement, images, 
Mayor’s Foreword, Curatorial Comment, judges’ biographies and a Coal Loader site map. 
5,000 copies were printed.  
 
Artists assisted with exhibiting monitoring (3½ hour shifts), increasing the level of security and 
assisting with enquiries.  Security was organised from installation to deinstallation during the 
evening, however additional security was required for the exhibition period during the day to 
monitor tunnel 1 and the nine adjoining chambers. 
 
A Public Program of exhibition tours, artist talks and community art workshops were developed 
and delivered over two weekends. While the Team Leader organised the artist talks the intern 
delivered the program. This provided the intern with a unique opportunity to gain a new skill 
set.  
 
The Public Program included a series of artists Talks held over two weekends exhibiting artists 
Kassandra Bossell, Gabrielle Bates & David Hashimoto, Gloria Florez, Stephen Hall, Di 
Holdsworth, Debbie Mackinnon, Mark O’Ryan, Helen Earl, Denese Oates, Nicole de Mestre, 
Liz Shreeve, Sofie Dieu, Clare Unger, Odette Ireland, Jane Gillings, Ingrid Morley, Kath Fries 
and Jayanto Damanik Tan. The free community art workshops were very popular and included 
a full day ‘Creative Lantern Making’ workshop with exhibiting artist Kassandra Bossell and 
two ‘Kids Creative’ workshops using ink and clay with exhibiting artists Brooke Thompson 
and Suzanne Davey. 
 
Marketing 
 
The Art Prize webpage and the “artsandculturenorthsydney” Facebook page provided pertinent 
information and updates for both artists and the general public. Information was provided by 
the Team Leader Arts and Culture who managed the Facebook page on a daily basis with both 
information and images.  An Instagram account was also developed posting regular exhibition 
images to reach a broader audience.   
 
Exhibition posters were designed and distributed to art galleries, artist studios, art schools and 
centres, community organisations, libraries and community notice boards. 8 large scale 
exhibition banners were produced and displayed across the Coal Loader site and in Waverton. 
5,000 high quality bookmarks were designed and printed and distributed both prior to and 
during the exhibition. (Attachment 3). 
 
The Art Prize was advertised extensively and received strong media attention with articles 
and/or listings in the following (Attachment 3): 
 

·         Art Month Sydney 2017 (a leading Sydney based contemporary arts festival) 
·         Art Almanac, March 2017 (full page colour advertisement and on line digital listings) 
·         Artist Profile - Issue 38, March 2017 (half page colour advertisement)  
·         Arts Hub (on line listings) 
·         Sydney Morning Herald, ‘The Shortlist’, March 24, 2017 
·         Sydney Morning Herald, ‘Spectrum: The Planner - visual art’, March 25 - 26, 2017 
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·         Mosman Daily, Thursday March 4, 2017  
·         Mosman Daily, Thursday March 9, 2017 (article) 
·         Mosman Daily, Thursday 16, 2017 (article) 
·         North Shore Living - Issue 73, March 2017 
·         North Sydney News, March 2017 (article) 
·         Willoughby Living.com.au (article) 
·         Radio interview with the Art Prize Curator on Eastside FM, Monday 13 March 2017 
·         Facebook - artsandculturenorthsydney  
·         Instagram – #northsydneyartprize2017 I #artsandculturenorthsydney 

 
Visitation 
 
The exhibition period was 16 days attracting up to 7,500 visitors including attendance at the 
opening event, artist talks and children’s activities and workshops as follows: 
 

General 6,500 

Opening Event 750 
Artist Talks 120 
Children’s workshop 130 

 
Sales 
 
10 artworks were sold. 
 
Feedback 
 
Council received a number of emails of support from artists and visitors with a particular focus 
on the Coal Loader and how the works related to this unique site. A comment book captured 
the wide range of responses by visitors with over 100 comments received. Overall, responses 
were positive highlighting quality of works, the exhibition, curatorial praises and the 
remarkable Coal Loader site. Attachment 3 provides a selection of visitor comments. 
 
Summary 
 
In conclusion, the Art Prize received excellent feedback from the sponsors, artists and visitors, 
acknowledging the role that North Sydney plays in developing the creative arts in the region 
through the delivery of a meaningful and accessible cultural experience.    
 
While an event of this nature is both time consuming and demanding for all involved, it provides 
career opportunities to local artists and increases networks within the industry and community, 
bringing a new audience to the Coal Loader Centre to showcase this unique site as an important 
resource and a place of inspiration.  

http://living.com.au/
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  Public Program – Artists’ Talks & Children’s Community Workshop 
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  Award Recipients 

 

Major Open Award Winner 
Janet Tavener “Vein” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

Award for Sculpture Winner 
Kath Fries “Within and without” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Specific Award Winner 
Denese Oates “Pass to Present” 
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                          Work on/with Paper Award Winner  Gloria Florez “WEII” 

 

 

          Award for Painting Winner                                Award for Drawing Winner    
          Melissa Hartley “The Empress”                            Brooke Thompson “Upwelling” 

 

 

 

Emerging Artist Award 

Winner   
Katie Turnbull “The Arctic 

is an Eye” 
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VENUE The Co¿l Loader Centre forSufainability,

2 Balls l-lead Drive, Waverton

EXHIBIII0N B8 finalists exh¡bit¡ng paintings,

works on paper, sculpture, multimedia, installation &

site specific works throughout the heritage buildings,

tunnels, chambers and surrounding parklands
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DEXUS

11-26March 2017
Open daily, 10am-5pm

PUBLIC PROGRAM

Artist Ialks Saturday 1B & Saturday 25 M¿rch

Free Art Workshops Sunday 19 & Sunday 26 March

E Like us on

Facebook
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This month the Coal Loader is being
transformed into an open-air gallery
with evocative, inspirational and eclectic
artworks on display. The popular North
Sydney Art Prize is returning to the Coal
Loader for the third time from 11 to 26

March.

This year there were a record 360 entries
received, Of these,88 artworks have been
selected for exhibition by both established
and emerging artists, including indoor
and outdoor paintings, new media and
works on paper. sculptures, installations
and site-specific works.

The artworks will be exhibited throughout
the site, in the historlc buildings, one of the
tunnels and the Genia McCaffery Centre
for Sustainability. Sculptural entries will
be positioned in the surrounding parkland.

A number of distinguished artists are
taking part in the exhibition including
finalists in major natíonal and international
events such as the Dobell Prize lor
Drawing, Sulman Prize, Portia Geach
Memorial Award, Hidden Sculpture Prize,

Sculpture at Sawmillers and Sculpture
by the Sea.

North Sydney Mayor Jilly Gibson said
the North Sydney Art Prize was quickly
gaining a reputation as a prominent and
celebrated event in the art world,

"As an avid art lover, it's wonderful seeing
North Sydney attracting attention with
its innovative and dynamic exhibitions
that are resonating with both the local
community and beyond," Mayor Gibson
said.

There are seven prize categor¡es including
a Major Open Award sponsored by North
Sydney Council for $14,000. lt will be
awarded to the work in the exhibition
which best responds to the curatorial
theme, which was the past and present
heritage of the Coal Loader. Local
businesses continue to support other
categories, creating a total prize pool of
more than $32,000

There will also be a number of artist talks
and workshops held during the exhibition.
Please check Council's website for more
information.
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Art is what lies beneath
Chambers to
become gallery

WAVERlOTI

l€te Crewlbtd

LIKE a scene from a medie-
val castle, fruit and vegeta-
bles frozen in time are laid
out in ¿ul underground
chamber in Waverton.

No, it's not a film set but
one of the intriguing art-
works in this year's North
SydneyArtPrize.

Another artwork is an
archway which appears to
be made of human bones.

The Art Prize exhibition
opens this Saturday and is
being staged at the historic
Waverton Coal Loader. For
the first time, some of the
artworks will be displayed
in the underground cham-
bers.

North Sydney Council
has spend the last 10 months

renovating the stone cham-
bers which were part of the
original structure of the
CoalLoader.

There are 29 chambers in
total, with nine open for the
exhibition,

"The chambers are very
tomb-lile," says curator

Alison Clark. "They are
very moody and evocative
and some of the artists have
responded to the chambers
with site specific works."

More than BB artworks
have been selecteal as frnal-
ists.

The major prize is $14,000

and along with other
awards, will be announced
at Zpm this Saturday,
March 11,

The exhibition will be
open March 11 to 26, open
daily 10am to 5pm.

Details: northsyd-
ney.nsw.gov.au
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MDAP Meeting
Wednesday 15 March 110.30am I Harnett Room
Members of the public are welcome. Agendas
may be viewed on Council's website, at the Barry
O'Keefe Libmry or Civic Centre. Meetings infoline,
call99784122fora listing of Agenda items.

You
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COUNCIL

Notice s qi!€n Actof the
rsue of the ftJl ts

t able
a during

rìormal bus¡ness holrs,

l4A Somerset Street

82 Prince Albert Street

42 Avenue Road

AlteatÌons and add¡tions to the
dwellino at 7 Glencarron Avenue:
consolidation of the two lots and
dwellinss into one:new swimming
pool, ftónt fence and landscaping
works

Section 824 Review for demolition
of the qisting dwelling houæ ðnd
conskuction ofdn attached du¿l

5-7 Glencaron
8 2016.39.r

Ave

8.2017.371

I2017.38.1

8.2017.391

32 Bny St
8,20161041

lS lluka Rd
I 20r6J601

l9 Keston Ave
8.2016r79J

2 & 3/l Oswald St
8.20r6.ìBoJ
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Addresses of developments are
provided For further details, submissions
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feast so d effort
Underground chamber inspires creative visions

f¡teCnwfod

AFEAST in concrete and a
sculpture that grows mush-
rooms were among the
major winners of the North
SydneyArtPrize-

Ttre winners were an-
nounced on Saturday with
women artists scooping the
pool and two local artists
talring out awards.

Janet Tavener won the
major prize of $14,(X)0 with
her work Vein, a table set
with afeast offruit and vege-
tables ancl displayed irr an
underground chamber at the
Waverton CoaI Loader.

Tavener is currenUy in
Iceland as an arfist in resi-

dence but her daughter
Mika Tavener Hanks was
there to accept tlte award.

"It is a powerñrl work that
connected to both the site
and the curatorial theme,"
said exhibition curator
AlisonClark.

"It was created specifi-
cally for the art prlze and for
Janet it was a labour oflove,
using vintage cake stands
and casting all the fruit and
vegetables Ín concrete. "

Kath trYies won the sculp-
ture award for her work
Wíthín &Witlnutwhich is a
series of beeswax shapes
designed to grow mush-
rooms in the cool, dark con-
ditions ofthe chamber.

North Sydney artists Glo-
ria Florez and Melissa Hart-
ley both won awards.

Florez lpon the paper
award for her large print on
handmade paper hung in
one of the tunnels. Hartley
won the painting award for
Tlæ Empress. Denese Oates
won tJre site specific award
for her archway made of con-
crete "human" bones.

Among the judges was sen-
ior art lecturer and Kirribilfi
resident Dr Oliver Marks.

The exhibition of finalists
and winners continues until
March 26 at the Waverton
Coal Loader, open every day-

Detailsr northsydney.
nsw.gov.au./artprizeMika Tavener Hanks with her mum's work Vel:n and (inset) Kattr F¡ies witlt her winning sculpture.

ATTACHMENT TO CLS05 - 22/5/17 Page 18



DrrÈYSy
Ê(_

A/?O<rJl^JG.
rnãrLq+ 2\

ft=-]€âí-cj^ 1rté Stlo¿rurs'T-
2<-¡ 'J The dUsÍ on Glenn Skuthorpe's boot{

mustbeasthickasthe electrir

ART I 2OI7I{ORTH SYDNEY ART PRIZE
With lts heritage bulldings, bush settlng and
historic sandstone tunnels, the incredlble Coal
Loader site at Balls Head hosts artworks by the 88
finalists in thís year's North Sydney Art Prize. Open
for the first time ís a sandstone tunnel with nine
separate chambers, each containing different
artworks. Pictured is Vein by overall winner Janet
Tavener. SW
UHIIL M/IRCH 26, IOAI¡I-5PTI, IHE COAL LOADER CENIRE
FOR SUSÍATNAfl t¡rv, WAVERION,
NORTHSYDN EY.Í{SW.GOV-AU

FIIM IA MAil CALTED OVE
Based on the best-selling book by
Swedish author Fredrik Backman,
and nominated for two Oscars, the
movle about a grumpy old man
who has lost the willto llve but
doesn't know what to do next is
darker and smarter than your
average heart-warming comedy
drama.JT
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as ateenager, bût it was Arehie Roach
gane.changing debut of 1992 , Chutoot
Iøræ, that spurred him to tellhig
own stories.
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as No More Wftíspøittg, wltich found its
way into John PilgerJs 2013 documenta
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, Founder of Alaska Projects
. Sebastian Golclspink has
eommlssisned,eight
Australian artists Wlth wúque
making techn¡gues to
produce a workthatwill be
exhlbited alongside a menu
of rnatched MoCU craft beer
and-wlne. wedh€sdaÞ
63o.9pm, until AP¡ill,
Studlo Neon, lÍ16 Ragland
Street, Redfern,
moci¡,com.au/events.

ÎÆGrellomE
ln Marc Etherlngrton's latest
serles of palnüngs a volcano
erupts beslde a tiny house,
green monsters glve chase
and a man kneels bY an

archangel ln a graveYard

þlctured). These íntrigulng
quas¡-Rarratlve scenes follow
the story of a detective on a

Journey for revenge before
being reunited with his

deceased wlfe. Until APril 1'

Michael ReldSYdneY'
Standard House, lO5 KiPPax
Street, Surry Hills,
mlchaelreld"com.eu.

NORÍH SYDÍ{EY ART PRIZE
J udges have whittled down
360 entríes in this year's
prize to a finalists'exhibltlon
compris¡ng 89 artworks
rangÍng from Painting and
sculpture to site-specific and
drawíng works. Untll March
26, The Coal Loader Centre
for SustainabillW, 2 Balls
Head Drlve, Waverton,
northsydneY.nsw.gov.au'

2a-l
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