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THE X FILES

GENERATION X EXPLORES

NEW LIFESTYLE FRONTIERS
The competition is on between North Sydney, Willoughby and Lane Cove
to see whose team of Generation X volunteers can go "greenest" in the
next four months.
Each local government area has recruited a team of volunteers aged
between 20 and 40 years to participate in a lifestyle eco-challenge. At
their first meeting, the teams measured their current ecological footprint,
that is, how much land and sea area is needed to support their lives.
Over the next four months they will be asked to modify their lifestyle
choices in ways that benefit the environment. It is not expected that
every team member can or will adopt all the suggested lifestyle changes,
however, the team that makes the greatest overall reduction in their
ecological footprint will be the winner.
Footprints Coordinator Finn Taylor said this was the first lifestyle program
of its kind. "There have been other programs targeting sustainability best
practice in houses, streets, and infrastructure, but this is the first lifestyle
program that is easy and accessible for individuals.
"Footprints is all about team effort. We’re holding monthly get togethers
to provide encouragement, information and some tools for changing
lifestyle, such as compost bins and water-saving showerheads. However,
anyone and everyone can make the same kind of lifestyle changes as our
challengers."
While the program will be adjusted to reflect the interests and lifestyles
of the participants, the areas that are likely to be examined include food,
partying without a waste trail, travel, fashion and beauty.
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North Sydney team leader Kenyon Metford said although he tries to
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conserve water, recycle garbage and save paper, he joined the project
because he thought there was more he could do.
"On the first night we broke into small groups and discussed suggestions

achievements, page 4
Norma Klemenic retires after 27 years

that not everyone had thought of before, like composting leftover
vegetable scraps, picking up rubbish you see when you’re out walking,

with Family Day Care, page 6

buying products from the supermarket that are more environmentally
friendly. I found it very worthwhile."

Spirit of the Streets - North Sydney’s

Footprints is a joint initiative of North Sydney, Lane Cove and Willoughby

precinct groups party, page 7

Councils, with funding from the Department of Environment and

+ Enter our photographic competition

Conservation’s It’s A Living Thing program.
A Footprints website will document and diarise the teams’ progress,
encouraging community members to track the project, follow their favourite
team member and learn more about how to live sustainably in Sydney.

– Wish You Were Here, page 7
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FROM THE MAYOR
It is not the Australian way to boast - indeed,
Australians are usually quick to take boasters down a
peg or two. So when I write my column for this
newsletter or the local paper, I usually choose to write
about current events or issues we face in local
government rather than trumpet Council’s successes.

However, in recent months I’ve realised that if we don’t
tell you, our residents, about the things we’re doing well you may
never know. Take, for example, the story on page 3 about the
Belmont Lane Streets Alive project. Wollstonecraft resident Julie
McKibbin told our officer that it "blew her socks off" to learn
about the Streets Alive program.

Yes, it is a great program and just one of many ways we work with
the community on open space projects. We also have teams
working on bushland regeneration and committees of residents
and businesses that plan landscaping in commercial districts.
Whether we are upgrading a playground or planning the look and
feel of the North Sydney CBD, we take time to ask you for your
ideas and what impact our plans will have on your lives.

It might also “blow your socks off” to learn that North Sydney
Council has the lowest average rates in NSW. It certainly amazes
many staff when they start work here and learn they pay two or
three times higher rates in their own local government area.

In North Sydney we operate on a debt-free basis and only rely on
rates for 40% of our income. That’s because a succession of wise
Councils has opted to keep costs down and create wealth for our
community. This means we are better placed than most other
Councils to face the challenges of increased service demand and
infrastructure replacement.

So in this issue we are unashamedly boasting – about our smart
financial initiatives, our innovative environmental projects and
much more. If you’d like more information about any of the
projects covered here, please visit our website at
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au or phone 9936 8100.

Genia McCaffery
Mayor

NEWS in brief
2020 Vision

Children’s Festival winner

Council is conducting a series of public workshops to gather
community input into the development of 2020 Vision, a strategy
that will drive Council’s policies and actions for the next 15 years.
The forums have been open to people who live, work, visit or
study in the area. Leaders from government, business and
community organisations have also been consulted. To
participate in 2020 Vision visit our website at
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

The winner of the lucky draw at the children’s festival in Civic
Park was Myura Kumar of Naremburn.

Walking North Sydney
Walking North Sydney is a new brochure showing walking routes
throughout the North Sydney local government area. The walking
routes were researched and developed by a team of volunteers
in conjunction with Council’s Pedestrian Sub-Committee. Walking
North Sydney complements the ongoing installation of several
hundred pedestrian signs and a new walking section on Council’s
website, www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/recreation/walking. For a
copy, phone 9936 8100.

Grandstand takes garden honours
Grandstand Kindergarten won first prize in
the Best Children's Garden category of the
North Sydney garden competition. The
garden was designed to be interactive to
allow children to plant, water, pick and eat
their own produce. Vegetables from the
garden have contributed to a menu that
includes snow peas, potato chips, caesar
salad and rosemary foccacia.
This year's garden competition attracted
about 100 entries, an excellent result given
the harsh conditions of the extended drought
and the September hailstorms.

NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL
200 Miller Street North Sydney NSW 2060

PO Box 12 North Sydney NSW 2059

telephone

9936 8100

facsimile

9936 8177

email

council@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

website

www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

E N V I R O N M E N T
Page 3

A PATHWAY TO FRIENDSHIP

A pedestrian walkway connecting Belmont Lane and Shirley Road in
Wollstonecraft got a facelift this year after resident Julie McKibbin contacted
Council to ask permission to do some gardening there.

"The lane is used all day by pedestrians. It was very overgrown and muddy
and attracting rubbish," Julie said. "I didn’t know about Council’s Streets
Alive program. It blew my socks off to get such a wonderful response."
Streets Alive Coordinator, Ralph Forinash, was equally impressed with
Julie’s enthusiasm, particularly the amount of preparation she had done.
"Julie had used a sewage diagram to make quite detailed plans illustrating
her ideas for the area and had also read-up on plants she wanted to use in
the project. We steered her towards native species local to the area such as
Native Daphne and Red Spider Flower," Ralph said.
The main working bee with extensive mulching and planting was held in
late September. The event gave Julie and her family an opportunity to meet
her neighbours and they’ve already got together over dinner to plan the
next stage, landscaping the 70-odd steps leading down to Brennan Park.
Julie said without Council assistance it would have taken five years to
achieve what they did in a very short time. "I couldn’t have tackled the
work on anywhere near that scale and it would have taken a lot longer. As
well as being motivated to clean things up, I wanted to do something that
would last.
"We used mainly tube stock so it will look even better in a year when the
plants become more established. We will also be able to create native seed
banks in the future when the grasses self-seed."

Right: Julie McKibbin
and daughter Lauren

Gross...... but effective
While gross pollutant traps (GPTs) are named for the size of the litter they
trap rather than their appearance, the name is apt in more ways than one, as
this photo of the inside of a trap shows. Council has installed 12 GPTs around
the harbour edge, which collect most of the litter, leaves and sediment that
wash into our stormwater drains. Unfortunately, they can’t trap soluble
pollutants such as oil and chemicals, which are also a hazard to marine life.
In the last financial year 176 tonnes of crud was removed from the traps and
taken to landfill. Council investigated whether any of the material could be
recycled, however, the heavy metals, oil and rubber tyre particles that stick
to everything meant it wasn’t possible.
A graphic reminder that what goes down the drain washes up somewhere.
It doesn’t just disappear.

About Streets Alive

Right: Streets Alive
volunteers celebrated
their achievements at
a Christmas BBQ at
Grathwaite.

Streets Alive draws on the time, skills and commitment of
volunteers to create and care for gardens on public land.
Council provides the plants and materials needed to maintain
each site and volunteers provide most of the labour. Since
the program began in 2000, there have been more than 60
Streets Alive projects, ranging from small garden beds to
landscaping projects requiring professional tree pruning and
excavation work.
The largest ongoing project, Graythwaite, won a 2004
Mosman Daily Community Business Award and also received
a Community Event Award in the Australia Day Honours
earlier this year.
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SNAPSHOTS
Quality Care
Council has received accreditation with the National Childcare
Accreditation Council for our family day care service. Four of Council’s
carers were shadowed by the accreditation officer, who looked closely at
six aspects of the service: interactions; physical environment; the
children’s development and learning experiences; health, hygiene, safety
and well-being; carers and staff; and administration.
Council scored a high-quality rating in all six categories. Accreditation was
only recently introduced for family day care; the accreditation will be valid
for three years.
Left: Playgroup at the family day
care office in Bank St is fun for the
children while giving carers a social
and support network.

New perspective on premiums
Council has reduced the cost of public liability insurance by 25% by self-insuring for claims
up to $50,000. An analysis of claims for the past four years showed pedestrian tripping was
one of the most common reasons people made a claim against Council.
By taking responsibility for claims up to $50,000 instead of our usual $15,000, we were able
to save $250,000 on our premium. Half these savings have been invested in footpath
maintenance, while the remainder has been set aside to cover small claims. So far, the claims
are well within the allowance and our footpaths are much better off.

Mitchell Street makeover
The Mitchell Street Plaza was the first area of open space in St Leonards to be upgraded
under Council’s Public Domain Strategy. The new-look plaza was the result of an innovative
partnership between Council and Stockland Developments, which contributed substantially
towards the cost of the upgrade.
The once-barren plaza now has trees, garden beds and seating that attracts residents and
office workers. The next improvement in St Leonards will be implementing a traffic
management plan. More community consultation, including public meetings, surveys and
workshops will take place early next year.

Young again
Sections of three commercial areas have been upgraded this year. Council has worked with
local Chambers of Commerce and Mainstreet groups to upgrade a section of Miller Street,
Cammeray, Alexander and Albany Streets in Crows Nest and Young Street in Neutral Bay.
Young Street has been given “serpentine” treatment to slow down traffic, as well as new
paving, lighting and landscaping. There is now also potential for outdoor dining areas.

Waverton’s
waterside jewel
Although the new 2.5-hectare
park built on the old BP site at
Waverton won’t be formally
launched until early next year, a
section of the park will be open
for residents to enjoy over the
holiday season. It will be closed
on New Years Eve to protect the
new plants. Approximately $3
million is being spent to transform
the industrial site into parklands
with spectacular views.
North Sydney’s native wildlife
has been quick to call the new
park home. Two duck families
have been spotted in the new
park, although sadly, several of
the ducklings in one family
appear to have fallen victim to a
local fox or cat. The frog
population has been so vocal
that construction workers have
had to raise their voices to hear
over the chorus at site meetings.
A nice change from the sound of
jack hammers...
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Sound financial performance

WHERE DO YOUR
RATES GO?
BUSHCARE

TREE MANAGEMENT

WASTE COLLECTION
& RECYCLING

North Sydney Council ended the 2003/2004
financial year with an operating surplus of
$8.336 million. The unrestricted current ratio,
which is a measure of unrestricted assets to
liabilities, is 3.22 to 1. This is a good indicator
of Council’s ability to meet debts and
obligations as they fall due.
The auditor, Spencer Steer, reported that:
“Council’s overall financial position when
taking into account the above financial
indicators is, in our opinion, sound.” Copies
of Council’s financial statements and the
auditor’s report can be found on our website at
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/council/policies
andplans

PLAZAS & COMMERCIAL STREETSCAPES

OLYMPIC POOL & INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE

BUS SHELTERS
LIBRARY

STORMWATER
DRAINAGE & GROSS
POLLUTANT TRAPS

STREET LIGHTING

DEVELOPEMENT APPROVALS

CHILDREN’S SERVICES

HEALTH & BUILDING
INSPECTIONS

SIGNAGE

ROADS & FOOTPATH
MAINTENANCE
TOWN PLANNING

ADMINISTRATION &
INSURANCE
MUSEUMS

TRAFFIC CALMING

COMMUNITY CENTRES & ACTIVITIES
SPORTS FIELDS & RESERVES
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
CYCLEWAYS & WALKWAYS

PARKING MANAGEMENT

STREET CLEANING

KERB & GUTTERING
STREET LIGHTING

COMMUNITY FESTIVALS, ART, CULTURE
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A BEAUTIFUL BEGINNING

developed in response to a need expressed by migrant women
for a social and creative outlet.

The women all had little or no experience with art and came from
diverse backgrounds including Japan, Russia and Peru. Artist
Astrid Reinke, who coordinated the group, encouraged them to
use the sessions for self-expression rather than focus on
techniques and skills.
Over several months the group experimented with different tools
and mediums including pastels and collage, producing vibrant
and creative artwork. They also formed friendships that will
endure long after the project finished.
Beginnings was an apt name for the art exhibition held at the
Crows Nest Centre during October, for the project was the
beginning of friendships and an interest in art for the women
who participated.
The art project, sponsored by Council in conjunction with the
Community Settlement Service at the Crows Nest Centre, was

Cr Paul Oglesby, who launched the exhibition, said the artwork
demonstrated a colour and cultural warmth we didn’t have in
Australia 40 years ago. “Programs like these make new
immigrants lives more complete, and help them interact with
other communities,” he said.

A LIFETIME OF CARE
With the retirement in December of carer Norma Klemenic, the North
Sydney Family Day Care (FDC) service is losing much more than its
longest serving employee.
“We really need a committee to replace Norma,” says Bronwyn Muir,
Council’s FDC Coordinator. “She was the playgroup organiser for 20
years. She organises the Christmas catalogue every year and last year
raised $1200 from this alone to buy equipment for the centre.”
While Norma leaves large shoes to fill in the FDC team, she won’t be
leaving the children she has cared for over the years. Many have stayed
in contact and are now like an extended family.
“The very first kids I looked after are still in touch,” she says. “I have
four kids doing the HSC this year and a boy who came to me as a baby
at seven weeks old has just been offered a part in the opera Carmen.
Another is now a nanny to two kids.”
Asked what she thought the secret of her long success was, Norma
replied: “Enjoying what I do. You need the support of your own family.
I wouldn’t have lasted without the help and support of my husband,
Tony. The kids love him too.”
Norma and Tony have two sons of their own, Steven, who is 36 and
expecting a baby with wife Rachel, and Rodney, 33. Norma started
caring for kids privately when Steven was six months old and moved
into FDC some eight years later. So her total number of years caring for
other people’s children is actually 35!
Norma thinks that family day care is the best care for very young
children. “Preschool is good as children grow older. But a home
environment, a small environment is great for babies.

“Over the years I’ve had people say, ‘Oh, you’re the babysitter are you?’
I’d say ‘No, I’m the childcare worker’. I think childcare work has gained
a better profile over the years. There’s more respect now than when I
first started.
“It’s not just a job. It’s got to be something you really want to do, but
when you enjoy what you’re doing, you get lots of benefits. I would
definitely recommend it as a wonderful career.”
Council’s Manager of Community Development Helen Campbell said
the amazing thing about Norma is that she has retained her enthusiasm
for child care. “Norma has amazing energy and she’s been a great
mentor to other carers in the scheme. She supports people, she’s a
calming and positive force and a born leader, always nurturing, never
forceful. She’s a real hero in the community.”

P R E C I N C T S
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SPIRIT OF THE STREETS
Many precinct groups
are celebrating the
end of the year with
social events. By the
time this edition of
North Sydney News
hits your letterbox,
some
of
these
functions may already
have taken place.
However,
precinct
Christmas parties are
a timely reminder that
joining your local
precinct group is not
only a good way to have a voice in your community, but an
opportunity to make friends with your neighbours as well.

Lavender Bay Precinct celebrated at its last meeting for 2004 on 25
November with drinks, Christmas cake and cheer.

Bay Precinct (pictured) was first with the festivities, christening the
new barbecues in Tunks Park on 14 November.

Kurraba Precinct is holding Christmas drinks at Hodgesons
Lookout, Neutral Bay on Wednesday 15 December, from 6.30
to 9pm.

On the same day, Union and Edward Precincts combined their
resources to hold a small family fair in the lower grounds of
Graythwaite. As well as a jumping castle and organised sports
activities, Santa brought presents for the kids. McMahons Point
Occasional Care took the opportunity to hold a fund-raising
sausage sizzle.

Bridgeview and Plateau Precincts combined their resources with
the Cammeray Chamber of Commerce to hold a function on 3
December in the Raleigh Street Plaza. Cammeray residents
planned to celebrate with food, wine tasting and entertainment.
Santa was also asked to drop by Cammeray on that day.
Stanton Precinct welcomes residents to Christmas Drinks on
Tuesday 7 December in the Geddes Room at North Sydney Council.
The drinks will be held in conjunction with their last meeting for the
year.
Cremorne Point Precinct is combining Christmas drinks with its
December meeting on Wednesday 8 December at the Sydney
Amateur Sailing Club, 1 Green St, Cremorne Point. All Cremorne
Point residents and property owners are invited to attend; please
take along a plate and something to drink.

More information on Council precincts and meeting times can be
found on Council’s website at www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au
under community participation.

WISH YOU
WERE HERE
Although 2004, the Year of the Built Environment, is almost over,
the memory of it can stay with us through Council’s Wish You
Were Here: Postcards from Special Places photographic
competition.
Council is inviting residents to submit up to three images of North
Sydney’s built environment. All images will be exhibited in the
Hutley Hall next year and the best 50 will be made into
postcards.
Project Coordinator Tony Peri, a professional photographer with
Primrose Park Photography, stresses the theme is the built
environment rather than the natural environment such as the
parks or harbour. “We’re interested in how structures, buildings
and streetscapes impact on how we live and interact as a society,”
he says. “The photographs can be of bridges, homes, buildings,
monuments even interiors or courtyards.”

North Sydney Mayor Genia McCaffery said the competition would
provide a unique photographic archive of North Sydney in 2004
as seen through the comminity’s eyes, not those of professionals.
To be eligible, photos must be taken after 1 January 2004 and be
of places located in the North Sydney local government area. The
competition is open to everyone, with a limit of three images per
entrant. Digital or film entries will be accepted.
For more information or an entry form, visit our website at
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au
Above: Tony Peri won first prize in the photography section of the 2004
North Sydney Art Prize for a composite image called Interaction.
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WHAT'S ON

In Nor th Sydney in Summer

Arts/Music
Date

12 December

Sydney Jazz Club Picnic 12pm-3pm Berry Island
Reserve at end of Shirley Road,Wollstonecraft. Bring a
rug and picnic lunch and enjoy acoustic jazz played by
The Red Hot Papas, enquiries 9798 7294.

5 February

Combined Schools Youth Dance, North Sydney Indoor
Sports Centre, Enquiries 0417 259 617.

11 February

Entries due for Wish You Were Here – Postcards from
Special Places photographic competition,
enquiries 9936 8187.

18 February

11am-2pm Japanese Cultural Celebration at Crows Nest
Centre. Includes lunch, activities and entertainment.

20 February

Sydney Jazz Club Picnic 12pm-3pm Berry Island
Reserve, enquiries 9798 7294.

Environment
Date

29 January

Primrose Park Tree Planting
(next to 50 Earl Street at new stormwater work)

6 February

Brightmore Reserve (a day to plant1000 extra plants on
the edges to thicken up existing plantings)

12 February

Smoothey Park (plantings for the GPT area)

13 February

Tree planting at Cremorne Point

Community events
Date

1-24 December Christmas entertainment, Mount Street Plaza,
12pm-2pm Monday- Friday
31 December
26 January:

New Year’s Eve Family Fun Night at
North Sydney Olympic Pool bookings essentia.
Australia Day Celebrations

8am
10am

Australia Day Surfboard Challenge finishes at Blues Point
Citizenship ceremony and community awards. SBW
Independent Theatre

10am-5pm
11.30am 2.30pm

Celtic Festival, Bradfield Park
North Sydney Pool Family Fun Day including presentation
of New Wave Surfboard Art Competition at 1pm

MANAGED ACCESS FOR NEW YEARS EVE
Bradfield Park and Blues Point Reserve will once again
be managed access areas on New Years Eve. In managed
access areas:
• no glass or BYO alcohol is permitted and there is no vehicle
access or parking
• bags are checked as you enter the area
• food outlets, bars, toilets and first aid are available.
For more information about managed access and details of road
closures near the foreshore, visit our website at
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

SHOOTING THE BREEZE
Put the 2005 North Sydney Cup yacht race in your diary now
and enjoy an afternoon on the foreshore watching Sydney’s
harbour-side yacht clubs compete for individual and team
trophies. The race starts at 12.30pm on 13 March, with yachts of
different sizes taking different routes around the harbour.
The North Sydney Cup is managed by Sydney Events
Management in conjunction with the Blues Point Yacht Club. The
event supports two charities, The NSW Sports Council for the
Disabled, now known as D Sport, and Sailors with Disability.

A NIGHT WITH BRIDGET AND
BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S

Cinema under the Stars will return to North Sydney Oval from 6
January to 6 March 2005. If you missed it last time, you missed a
great Sydney summer experience.
Here’s what some of the 2004 patrons had to say: “a great night
out – I just loved it” and “North Sydney Oval is a superb venue”.
This year’s program features a mix of comedy, romance and
family films, including Bridget Jones’s Diary: The Edge of Reason,
Breakfast at Tiffany’s and The Incredibles.
You can relax on a picnic rug, hire a backrest or sit undercover
while enjoying the films on a state-of-the-art giant screen. This
year the catering will include new brands of wine, beer, coffee
and a gourmet barbeque.
You can check out the program at www.starlightcinema.com.au

STANTON’S FANTASY CASTLE
Children of all ages are invited to take part in Stanton Library’s
summer reading challenge. This year the children will build a
fantasy castle with bricks on which they have written a review of
the books they have read.
To register, visit the information desk after 13 December and
collect a story-castle diary and some book review bricks.
Everyone who reads at least five books during the school
holidays will receive a prize pack. The prizes will be awarded at
a party on 3 February 2005.
Weekly storytime sessions for preschoolers, with stories, film and
craft, will continue each Tuesday and Wednesday at 11am, except
between Christmas and New Year. Stanton’s holiday program for
children of all ages will include performers, craft activities and
films. Visit Council’s website www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au for
details or phone 9936 8400.

