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Since the last issue of North Sydney News went to print, Council has
won a range of awards for innovation and sustainability initiatives.
A stormwater recycling system in the new Cammeraygal Place was
highly commended in the NSW Sustainable Water Challenge in
September. Permeable pavers, laid next to the new lawn, catch
stormwater that then flows through three downpipes into a 70,000
litre storage tank. The tank water is used to irrigate the new lawn and
garden and supplies water for the tanks on Council’s street
cleaning trucks.
We were also commended for the rainwater harvesting system in the
new North Sydney Community Centre. Water, collected from the
roof of the centre and the Ridge Street carpark, is stored in a huge
underground tank and is then treated and used to flush the toilets in
the centre.
In late September, the new walkway at Dr Mary Booth Reserve at
Kirribilli received both a national and a NSW Parks and Leisure
Australia Innovation Award. The awards recognised Council’s
“endeavours to incorporate innovation into the management of
parks or leisure resources”.
The walkway, commanding breathtaking harbour views, links the
Mary Booth Reserve east of the Jeffrey Street Wharf with steps leading
to Waruda Street.
Mayor Genia McCaffery said the former track was particularly narrow
in some parts. “It required a good deal of courage to walk across
especially if it was damp. Community input steered us strongly
towards designing a ‘floating’ walkway that avoided any major
excavation and any disturbance to the trees and steep slopes. It was a
complex project so it’s fantastic to have it recognised in this way.”
In the NSW Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable Cities awards, our popular
Bridges to Boorowa project won the Environmental Partnership award.
Bridges to Boorowa involves a team of volunteers travelling to Boorowa in
south-western NSW to assist farmers to plant trees as wind breaks and create
habitat for the endangered superb parrot.
Footprints - a joint initiative of North Sydney, Lane Cove and Willoughby
Councils aimed at encouraging people aged 25 to 40 years to change their
practices and reduce their ecological footprint - won the Environmental
Education award.

WHEREFORE

art thou?

Calling all Shakespearean fans! During February the sedate greens of
Waverton Bowling Club at Woolcott Street, Waverton will be transformed into
the stage for a contemporary outdoor production of one of the Bard’s best
loved works, Twelfth Night.
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Audiences can enjoy a relaxing meal and drinks before each twilight
performance held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, from Friday
2 February through to Saturday 24 February.

Feature: North Sydney
Garden Competition
4&5

Presented in association with the Marian Street Theatre, Shakespeare on the
Green is the brainchild of director Sher Guhl and producer James Kearney, who
are promising Shakespeare, harbour views and fine wine all for less than $50!

Setting up for summer

Tickets are $15 each for adults, with children under 12 free. Patrons can bring
their own picnic dinner and rug to sit on, or dine at Berry’s Restaurant before
the play. In the event of wet weather, the show will go on inside the club. For
full details visit www.shakespeareonthegreen.com.au or phone 9906 3399.
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FROM THE MAYOR
North Sydney Council has been a leader in
environmental initiatives for years now. In this era of
economic rationalism and profit first, it has been easy
for critics to label our commitment to sustainability as
the “fringe” approach. But we’ve pushed on, because
we’ve known that North Sydney residents are
personally committed to the environment and the
majority fully support our initiatives.
So I wasn’t surprised, but I was delighted, to learn recently that
North Sydney’s residents are among the highest users of green
energy (that is energy from renewable sources such as wind, solar
and biomass) in Sydney.
I’m also delighted that there are now several developers in the
CBD that are building, or planning to build, new developments
that are energy and water efficient. These developers are

NEWS

recognising sustainability as a competitive advantage, not just a
feel good extra.
As you can see from our awards story on page one and our
financial statements on page 7, sustainability and sound
economics don’t have to be an ‘either or’ proposition. Council
continues to be financially well managed while being an
innovative sustainability leader. Congratulations to all the
residents, businesses and Council staff who are helping to create
a sustainable future for North Sydney.

Genia McCaffery
Mayor

in brief

New deputy mayor
Cr Evan Predavec is Council’s new deputy mayor. Elected in 2004,
Cr Predavec is chair of the Children’s Services Committee and is
committed to improving services to children and young people. Cr
Predavec said he was looking forward to carrying out his new
duties. “I intend to carry out the role as fairly as I can in the interests
of all residents,” he said.

Free graffiti removal
In what is believed to be a first for NSW, North Sydney is offering a
free graffiti removal service to private property owners. The service
will clean graffiti from more than 600 private properties, with
removal of offensive graffiti the top priority. To be eligible, property
owners must sign an agreement with the Council giving Council’s
contractors permission to enter their property. Council will aim to
remove graffiti within three days of being notified.

Bradfield Plaza opens
A large new plaza at Bradfield Park, Milsons Point has been
completed. The plaza, under the Harbour Bridge, features a paved
area, retaining walls, extensive landscaping, a new toilet block,
lighting and informal seating.
Council’s landscape architect David Banbury said the plaza was a

collaborative project with the RTA. “The RTA wanted to improve
bridge security and Council wanted to provide better public
amenities in Bradfield Park. By pooling our resources, we realised
we could achieve both goals.”
New drainage has been installed and geometric paving under the
bridge has solved the long-standing problem of poor grass coverage
caused by overshadowing. “The area can now be used during the
week by school children waiting for buses, at weekends for markets
and outdoor entertainment and during special events such as New
Year’s Eve as a central access point.”
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WEEDING OUT
unwelcome visitors
When it comes to bushland, all that’s green is not necessarily
gold. Lush greenery in bushland can be a sign that invasive weeds
have escaped from nearby back yards.
There are over 900 invasive garden plants in Australia; 50% of
those weeds threaten the delicate ecology of bushland and in
some instances, residents’ health. Here are two common garden
plants that currently threaten North Sydney’s bushland and the
wellbeing of residents.
You can help protect our bushland by removing any that make
their way into your garden this summer.
Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)
The Canary Island Date Palm was originally imported as a feature
tree for parks and gardens, because of its dense crown and tall
appearance. The palm’s orange dates are feasted on by flying foxes
and possums and then dropped in gardens, germinating readily
and plentifully. Young palms are a V shape of leaves that have
vicious spines up to 10cms in length. Spiking by one of these
barbs can lead to infection, requiring medical treatment.
Remove this species, while it is young, from your garden wearing
thick gloves, using large loppers and some herbicide, or it will
re-sprout.
Asthma Weed, Sticky Weed or Kirribilli Curse!
(Parietaria judaica)
An unremarkable looking plant that causes asthma, eczema,
conjunctivitis and hayfever, asthma weed lurks on the edges of
urban bushland. It’s a somewhat woody, perennial herb with
noticeably hairy leaves, growing 20cm to 80cm tall.

The leaves cling to clothes and
can induce severe skin reactions,
while the pollen causes breathing
difficulties and the symptoms of
hayfever. Under the Noxious
Weeds Act residents have a legal
obligation to control it on their
properties. Eradicate asthma
weed using gloves, protective
clothing, boots, eye protection
such as sunglasses and a mask.

Where there’s a wall
there’s a

SEA SNAIL

Sandstone seawalls aren’t normally associated with providing a home for marine life,
but that’s exactly what’s happening at McMahons Point. Thanks to an unusual
partnership between the Council’s engineering team and marine biologists from the
University of NSW, the McMahons Point seawall has been rebuilt with a series of special
caves to encourage the growth of invertebrates such as marine snails.
North Sydney has almost five kilometres of seawall needing constant maintenance
work, with the section at Henry Lawson Reserve a priority for urgent repairs. A total of
$2.5 million over three years was allocated to the project, with the bulk of the work
finished in October this year.
North Sydney Mayor Genia McCaffery said she encouraged Council to support an
experiment to create marine havens within the structure of the new seawall after hearing
a talk by the Centre for Research on the Ecological Impacts of Coastal Cities at the
University of NSW at a catchment management meeting.
Dr David Blockley from the Centre explains more. “We’ve been working with the
Council since 1999 on the ecology of seawalls. They have a hard surface similar to rock
platforms, and creating small caves and indentations within the wall mimics the habitat
of a rocky shoreline.”
Dr Blockley said it was too early to tell how many marine organisms had migrated to
the new seawall, but the signs were encouraging. “It does appear that a number of
species are establishing themselves in the seawall that would otherwise not appear. This
is evidence of increasing biodiversity, which will be critical for the harbour’s health in
the future.”

Treeplanting in
the Redlands Garden
A SCECGS Redlands student planting a native tree
seedling which was donated by Council for this year’s
National Tree Day. Students in Years 3, 4 and 5
were each given a tree to plant in the school grounds
during October. A total of 250 new trees were
successfully planted.

F E A T U R E
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How does your

GARDEN

The North Sydney Garden Competition was started in 1996 to encourage residents to take pride
in their gardens. Now in its tenth year, it’s gone from strength to strength, attracting hundreds of
entries from groups and individuals across North Sydney.
The competition has widened too, with new categories added over the years including Best
Children’s Garden and Most Environmentally Friendly Garden.
So with some residents entering every year since it began, what is it about the competition that
gets people hooked?
Three of this year’s top prize winners talk about their love affair with gardening, and share some
tips for aspiring entrants to the competition.

SELF PORTRAIT
with green thumbs
JOHN FEGAN Ð First Prize,
Most Beautiful Garden

Ô

“I moved into the unit complex where I live in Cammeray about
three years ago. The development is built around a pond with a
bridge and a waterfall, plus a pagoda. I’d retired after a busy
corporate life and I needed a bit of a focus. I started weeding the
garden for something to do and it became a bit of a passion. Now
I look after the whole garden for 44 families – there are paid
gardeners and they come and mow the lawns once a week and
take away all my clippings!
“I entered the competition last year for the first time and got third
prize, so that really spurred me on. I restored the timber bridge
and did some more plantings. I love the feeling of achievement,
the feeling of ‘I did that’.
“I think the judges are looking at the work and thought that’s
gone into an entry, not just the prettiness. They can tell as soon as
they walk into a garden how well it’s looked after.
“My favourite plant is the camellia. The flowers are so beautiful –
you wonder how they were ever created really.”
JENNI LANE Ð First Prize,
Most Beautiful Balcony/Courtyard

Ô

“I’ve entered every year since 1998. I try to do something different
each year and this time I came up with the idea of changing the
garage into a Moroccan casbah. I put up screens and planted lots
of low lying plants, hung pashminas from the screens, potted
plants and it just went from there. I’m still adding to it. It’s given
my gardening a new lease of life.

Ô

4th Prize
Most Beautiful
Courtyard,
Carmine Eplandiu
Neutral Bay

“My mother taught me a lot about growing things, although I
didn’t think she was very good at the design side of things. That’s
the bit I like – planning how it’s all going to look. What I
generally do is find a feature I like – a fountain or a pot – and
then build the garden around it. I get crushes on plants so I’ve got
a bit of everything. Maples are my favourite though. I love those
trees – their foliage and their tranquility.
“If you’re going to enter, just use your imagination. Don’t be
afraid to experiment – if it doesn’t work out, it doesn’t matter.”
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GROW?

Ô

Runners-up in the
2006 North Sydney
Garden Competition

t

5th Prize
Most Beautiful
Courtyard
Nadine Matthews,
Cammeray

ALAN BALDRY Ð First Prize, Most Beautiful
Public Area Maintained by Residents
“This is my fifth entry and I’ve won three times. The category’s a bit
special – you’re not just entering your own patch of dirt – it’s public
land. I’ve been restoring a piece of road reserve since 1997 – essentially
disused land as it’s never been turned into a road. It’s in Wilson Street,
Cammeray.

s

“Why did I start doing it? It’s opposite my home and I used to look out
at this piece of land covered in morning glory. I thought, I can do
something about this. I don’t think of it as gardening, I prefer to think of
it as restoring the bush. It’s a bit of a personal mission now.
“I’m careful about what plants I use. At first I used to plant any old
natives. Then I looked into the history of the area and I try and match
them to that. I prefer hardy plants – my favourites are hakeas because
they’re colourful, but they don’t need much water.
“I’ve never really had a strategy when I’ve entered the competition, I just
hope for the best. But I’m passionate about what I’m doing and I think
that’s what gets the judges attention. They look for people who are
stepping outside their four walls.”

s

1st Prize
Most Beautiful
Commercial Garden
Shore School
Ian George,
Head Gardener

2nd Prize
Most Beautiful
Courtyard
Naomi & Ronald
Osborn,
Wollstonecraft

C O M M U N I T Y
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SUMMER
BE

’do-bees’

PREPARED

Northern Sydney rightly deserves its ‘leafy’ description but with the
beauty and shade of trees comes increased bushfire risk.
With predictions that this summer will be one of the hottest and
driest on record, it’s important to follow some simple safety
guidelines that will help protect your home if bushfire strikes.
• Clean out your gutters and ensure that your garden is kept as
free as possible from debris such as leaves and branches.
• Install screens and shutters and enclose underfloor areas
if possible.
• Buy a portable pump to use water from your swimming pool if
you have one.
• Cut back as much vegetation as you can and dispose of it in the
green waste clean-up. Remove woodpiles, wooden furniture and
hanging baskets.
• Check that garden hoses are in working order and you know the
location of all external taps.
• Prune low tree branches two metres from the ground.
• Prepare a firebreak with a well-watered lawn. Plant or clear
vegetation in clumps rather than rows.
• Clean out your garden shed or garage of any unwanted chemicals.
Store fuel and other flammable substances in a safe cool place.
• Have your family’s escape route pre-planned if you decide to leave
home during a bushfire. Don’t forget your pets!
If you see fire approaching, call triple 0. If you see or suspect arson,
call Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.

BE

WATER WISE

Every drop counts in these drought-ridden days and all North
Sydney’s homeowners can save litres of water each week just by
making some small changes to daily household tasks.
At home
• Wait until you have a full load of washing. Every load less means
17 buckets of water saved.
• Wash vegetables and fruit in a plugged sink rather than in running
water. Do the same when shaving.
• Take shorter showers. Every minute less in the shower means one
bucket of water saved.
• Use the half flush option on your toilet. It saves up to four buckets
of water a day.
In the garden
• Use a broom or rake to clear pathways of leaves.
• Apply mulch around plants – it can reduce water evaporation by
up to 70%.
• Water the base of plants instead of the leaves and add water crystals
to garden beds.
• Use a watering can or a trigger nozzle on your hose.
• Wash your car on the lawn. Car shampoo contains phosphates
that mimic fertiliser and the run-off will water the grass.
• If replanting your garden, log onto www.sydneywater.com.au to
find the most water-efficient species. Group plants with similar
watering needs together

BE

COOL

For fun ways to stay sane during this long hot summer, why
don’t you:
Take the kids on a picnic to Cremorne Point and let them dangle
their feet in McCallum Pool.
Try twilight barefoot bowls at the Waverton Bowlo.
Catch the breeze on a ferry ride from Circular Quay to Kirribilli and
Neutral Bay.
Get up early for the produce market at Civic Park and grab the
freshest fruit and salads.
Revel in the cooling shade of Berry Island’s Gadyan Track.
Fly a kite at Bradfield Park.
Savour exotic fare at the Noodle Market on a Friday night and listen
to some cool music.
Refresh yourself with a late afternoon swim at North Sydney
Olympic Pool.
Spread a blanket at North Sydney Oval and watch new releases
and old classics at the Starlight Cinema.

F I N A N C E
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FINANCES

in good shape

North Sydney’s finances are in good shape overall, according to
Council’s auditor’s report for the last financial year. In
summary, the 2005/06 financial statements show a net
operating surplus of $10.9 million compared with a surplus of
$12.6 million the previous year.
General Manager Penny Holloway said that Council had for the
first time applied international accounting standards to its
financial reporting, which are now mandatory in local
government. “These new standards required a revaluation of our
investment property portfolio, resulting in an increase in value
of nearly $7.5 million.”
Offsetting this, Ms Holloway said that section 94 contributions
– or funds levied on developers for community facilities –
generated $4 million less revenue than expected due to a
slowdown in building activity. The following extract from
Council’s Income Statement provides a breakdown of the
operating result and shows the major sources of income and
expenditure. The full financial statements are available on
council’s webiste at www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

INCOME

$’s (000)

Rates & Annual Charges
User Charges
Investments Revenues
Other Revenues
Operating Grants & Contributions
Capital Grants & Contributions
Profit from Interests in Joint Ventures & Associates

EXPENDITURE

28,535
20,917
2,945
14,723
3,707
2,739
3
73,569
$’s 000

Employee Costs
Materials & Contracts
Borrowing Costs
Depreciation & Amortisation
Other Expenses
Loss from Disposal of Assets

24,560
22,433
1
9,989
5,314
354
62,651

Net Operating Result for year

10,918

ÒNorth SydneyÕs overall financial position, when taking into
account the financial indicators, is sound.
Spencer Steer AssociatesÓ

SILVER SERVICE
to Bennett precinct

When Adria Taylor offered to be the inaugural secretary of
Bennett precinct in 1981, she had no idea she would still be in the
role 25 years later.
“I volunteered for the job, but I didn’t think it was going to go on
for so long,” she says.
After a quarter of a century’s commitment, Mrs Taylor stepped
down from her position at the precinct’s recent annual
general meeting.
She says the most enjoyable part of being involved in the precinct
was the opportunity both to meet so many people and to take an
active interest in local developments. “Some of the suggestions
have been outrageous.”
She believes Bennett precinct’s greatest achievement, in its
25-year existence, has been its attempts to retain the character
of the precinct, which incorporates the north-eastern part of
Neutral Bay, bordering Cremorne. “The precinct is very much a
garden suburb.”
While Mrs Taylor believes precincts should be a part of all local
councils, she has noticed how difficult it has become to get
people to meetings. “People don’t come unless it’s a DA for a
house next door to them or if they’re going to have their
view blocked by a development. A lot of people are busy with
other commitments.”
And what does she intend to do in ‘retirement’? “I’d like to get out
a bit more with my son, and hopefully I won’t be so tired.”
To find out more about precincts, see Council’s website,
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au > Community > Precincts.

C A L E N D A R
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WHAT'S ON
Arts/Music/Literature
1 Dec - 4 Mar

Jan - Mar
19 Jan
23 Feb
Feb - Mar

From Mothers to Daughters an historic exhibition of
quilt-making by generations of local women. At
Stanton Library’s Heritage Centre in Miller Street.
Starlight Cinema, North Sydney Oval.
www.starlightcinema.com.au
Creative Wellbeing, Walking with Cameras 9930 8411
‘Potting with Pim’, North Sydney Community Centre
9936 8411
Shakespeare on the Green at the Waverton Bowling
Club, (see page 1).

Museums & other places of interest
Sextons Cottage Museum & St Thomas’ Rest Park Site of the first
burial ground on the North Shore 9957 1557
North Sydney Heritage Centre A new centre at Stanton Library
dedicated to research and collections of North Sydney’s early history
9936 8400
Nutcote Home of children’s author & illustrator May Gibbs, 5
Wallaringa Avenue, Neutral Bay 9953 4453
Don Bank Museum The oldest wooden house in North Sydney, 6
Napier Street, North Sydney 9936 8400
Mary McKillop Place Tombsite and museum dedicated to the life of
Mary McKillop 7 Mount Street, North Sydney 8912 4878 or
www.marymckillopplace.org.au

Bushcare adventures
9 Jan
10 Jan
14 Jan
19 Jan
21 Jan

Backyard Bug Show, 10am-11.30am, 3 - 6 year olds.
9936 8100
Minibeast Muster, 10am-11.30am, 6 - 12 year olds.
9936 8100
Dusk Stroll & Spotlight Prowl, 8pm-9.30pm,
6+ years and great for adults too! 9936 8100
Aboriginal Adventure for Kids, 10am-11.30am,
all ages. 9936 8100
Early Bird-Watchers Walk, 8am-11am, 9936 8100

Markets
2nd Sat every month North Sydney Markets, Civic Park, Miller Street
North Sydney 9922 2286
3rd Sat every month Northside Produce Market, Civic Park 9922 2299
3rd Sat every month Crows Nest Markets, 2 Ernest Place, Crows Nest
0412 210 084
4th Sat every month Kirribilli Markets, Burton Street Tunnel and
Bradfield Park, Milsons Point 9922 4428
2nd Sun every month Kirribilli Art & Design Markets, Burton Street
Tunnel, Milsons Point 9922 4428
Every Friday 5pm-10pm Noodle Market, Civic Park 0412 335 660

In North Sydney in Summer
Community Events
8 Dec

8 Dec
31 Dec

26 Jan
26 Jan
26 Jan

26 Jan
17 Feb

Christmas Carols at the Noodle Market in Civic Park,
Miller Street, North Sydney. From 5pm onwards.
Special appearances by North Sydney Girls’ High
School Band, Kids 4 Life and Santa.
Twenty/Twenty Cricket - NSW v QLD, North
Sydney Oval
Watch the New Year’s Eve fireworks from either Blues
Point Reserve in McMahons Point or at Bradfield Park,
Milsons Point.
Australia Day Surfboard Challenge at Blues Point
Reserve, 8.30am-11am. 9513 2000
Australia Day Celtic Festival, Bradfield Park in Milsons
Point from 10am to 5pm. 9968 1854
Australia Day Citizenship ceremony and Community
Awards presentation, Hutley Hall, Miller Street 10am to
12 noon.
Australia Day Family Fun Day at North Sydney
Olympic Pool, from 12 noon to 3pm. 9955 2309
AFL - Sydney Swans vs Essendon at North Sydney Oval

CHRISTMAS
joy in the CBD
Enjoy free lunchtime entertainment
every week day between 12 noon and
2pm in the CBD right up to
Christmas. Mount Street Plaza will
host a range of talented performers
from musicians to comedians –
guaranteed to get you in the Christmas
spirit! For full details visit
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au
or phone 9936 8100.

NYE

managed access
To ensure public safety, and to
create a family-friendly
environment, Bradfield Park
and Blues Point Reserve will
be managed access areas on
New Year’s Eve. This means
that no glass and no BYO
alcohol will be permitted in
these foreshore areas and bags
will be checked on entry.
Food, drinks, and first aid
will be available. There will be
no vehicle access, no parking
and no overnight camping will
be allowed.

NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL
200 Miller Street North Sydney NSW 2060
PO Box 12 North Sydney NSW 2059
telephone 9936 8100
facsimile 9936 8177
email
council@northsydney.nsw.gov.au
website
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

There will be no parking
nearby because of local
road closures, so please use
public transport. For more
information about New Year’s
Eve, including details of road
closures, see our website
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

