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Snugglepot moves in
May Gibbs’ iconic characters have moved into May Gibbs Place
in Neutral Bay. Snugglepot and Cuddlepie, Bib and Bub, and
the Banksia Man have been recreated on the eastern wall of the
Neutral Bay Post Office by local artist Tim de Haan (pictured).
Council commissioned the artwork to honour May’s contribution
to Australian children’s literature and to bring life to the plaza
which was renamed in her honour a decade ago. The project
was undertaken in collaboration the Neutral Bay Streetscape
Committee
The new artwork coincides with the 20th anniversary of the
opening of May’s Neutral Bay home Nutcote as a museum. To
celebrate the anniversary, the Nutcote Trust is holding a number
of events throughout the month of May, including a Saving
Nutcote exhibition and talks by people associated with the
campaign.
“The fight to save Nutcote from development was a remarkable
story, with the local community garnering support from
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celebrities such as Dame Joan Sutherland and Patrick White,”
said Nutcote’s curator Stephanie Lake.
“There were many ideas for how to use the house, including
using it as a retreat for writers, an education centre and a
museum. We’re hoping many of the people who were part of
the campaign will visit Nutcote to be part of the anniversary
celebrations and that people who have never visited before will
discover for themselves a little Nutcote magic.”
Nutcote was designed in 1925 by Sydney architect
B.J. Waterhouse for May and her husband J.O. Kelly. Visitors
can tour the house and garden and view displays of May’s
personal artefacts, pictures, sketches and letters.
The museum is open Wednesday to Sunday, 11am to 3pm,
5 Wallaringa Ave, Neutral Bay, adults $9, concessions $5.50,
children $3.50 (five and over) and family $20. It is recommended
that you allow two hours to tour the house and garden. For
more information visit www.maygibbs.com.au
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From the Mayor
One of the great pleasures I have as mayor is attending
community events and celebrations. In recent months these
have included celebrating the Luna New Year at the Crows Nest
Centre, opening the Village coworking space in North Sydney
and sharing a sausage sizzle with Cremorne Point Precinct.
I particularly enjoy visiting our local schools and was delighted
to be invited to the commissioning of Anna Dickinson, the
new principal of Loreto Kirribilli, and to
a centenary assembly at North Sydney
Girls High. When you are absorbed in
local government, it’s easy to slip into a
council way of thinking, so I value these
opportunities to meet residents and business
people and hear their thoughts and ideas.
In February, I joined the executives of
Leightons and Suntec REIT to celebrate the
start of the new development at 177 Pacific
Highway. This was my first ‘turning of the sod’ event as mayor,
and while I didn’t connect with any actual dirt, I rather liked
Leighton’s ceremonial sledgehammers (I’m the one in the centre
looking least at home with a sledgehammer!).
The new building will be a wonderful asset to the CBD. It
will provide an additional 40,000sqm of A-grade commercial
space and, because it is targeting 5-star NABERS and Green
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I believe we are starting to develop momentum in our plans to
revitalise the CBD. There are other significant developments in
the pipeline and, while it’s still early days, there is a great buzz
around the centre at lunch time. Some new
high-profile food outlets have moved in and
I’m sure the confidence we are seeing in the
CBD will result in more venues wanting to
stay open after hours.
I’d like to take this opportunity to pay tribute
to Council’s former general manager Penny
Holloway who left Council in December to
take up a new role as CEO of the Lord Howe
Island Board. Penny was with Council for
12 years and I know she was well liked and respected by many
in the community. During her tenure we opened new parks
and buildings, won awards for sustainability and management
plans, signed our first public-private partnership and survived
the global financial crisis with our finances secure. She leaves
big shoes to fill! Council is currently in the process of recruiting
a new general manager – we’ll keep you posted.
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Work to begin on new retail complex
Work on the redevelopment of Woolworths and the Alexander
St carpark in Crows Nest will begin in early May. The $40 million
retail development will double the size of the supermarket,
increase parking from 130 to 294 spaces and provide six new
specialty retail stores.
With 3,900sqm of floor space, the new Woolworths will be
the first full-range supermarket in Crows Nest. The project
is expected to create 300 jobs during construction and 120
ongoing positions.
The existing car park will be closed from Saturday 3 May and
demolition of the site is scheduled to begin on Monday 5 May.
The project is expected to be complete in mid to late 2015.
Council is working with Woolworths to ensure that traffic is
managed as effectively as possible throughout the construction
period to minimise disruption to businesses and residents. We’re
also taking steps to increase the number of on-street parking
spaces available and to ensure turnover during this period.

The development is a joint project of Woolworths and North
Sydney Council.
Our parking action plan
• installing new signage to guide motorists to on-street
parking and carparks in Hume and Holtermann Streets.
LED signage will indicate the number of spaces available
in these carparks
• creating angled parking spaces in Holtermann and
Burlington Streets to increase the number of parking
spaces available
• developing Transport Access Guides with useful
information on public transport options including walking
times, bus routes and times, bike parking and taxis.
Copies will be available from Crows Nest businesses
• monitoring the occupancy rates and turnover of parking
spaces closely and increasing patrols so that there is fair
access to the limited on-street parking spaces

Signal sensations
Two members of the Neutral
Bay Senior Citizens Club
have been immortalised
on the traffic signal boxes
outside the Oaks Hotel
in Neutral Bay. Artist Ad
Long has incorporated Club
treasurer Phyllis Stodick
and member Richard Kelly
in his quirky and humorous
designs.
Richard’s face has been
embedded in the bark of an
ancient oak tree, while a
younger version of Phyllis
appears as a forest sprite.

Ad also painted a bundle
of letters and a vintage and
digital camera on other
signal boxes in the area to
draw attention to the range
of activities offered at the
Neutral Bay Community
Centre. He worked with
members of the Club to
develop the concepts.
“I didn’t want to use the
various surfaces as different
canvases, but to make the
whole box as a sculpture or
a 3D artwork that’s part of a
story,” he said. “They’re part

of the theme of old wisdom
and new life.”
The Neutral Bay artworks
are part of the Colouring
Our Habitat project that is
transforming lifeless traffic
signal boxes into dynamic
displays of public art. Thirty
traffic signal boxes are being
painted across the LGA,
depicting stories about the
community, the area and its
rich culture and history.
The artworks, bursting with
colour and vibrancy, are

already popping up across
North Sydney, Kirribilli,
Neutral Bay and Cremorne.
The project will be complete
around June and visitors will
be able to learn more about
each box through a walking
map.
Council has engaged seven
professional artists for the
project. The artists have
been collaborating with local
schools and community
groups to develop the
designs that will be painted
on the boxes.
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What’s happening in
the CBD?
Council is taking a multi-pronged approach
to revitalising the North Sydney CBD.
Here is an update of what is happening.

Renewed public spaces
The North Sydney Centre is getting a fresh look and feel.
Council has approved a new design palette for the public
domain, which includes new paving, seating, lighting and bus
shelters. Significant changes include replacing the sandstone
paving with granite and the heritage-style bus shelters with a
more modern, sleek design.
The first area to be renewed will be Brett Whiteley Place
(formerly the Mount St Plaza) and the adjoining Elizabeth Plaza
and Walker St. It is more than 30 years since these areas were
last upgraded.
Landscape architect consultancy Oculus has been commissioned
to come up with a design that will make Brett Whiteley Place a
focal point for the CBD and celebrate the contribution of local
artists to North Sydney. Although the three areas will be treated
holistically in design terms, the work may be broken down into
separate stages as budget allows.
Council is also undertaking a traffic and pedestrian management
study which will look at how people currently move around the
CBD. The study will explore ways to improve traffic flow and
the safety and experience of pedestrians within the Centre.

Developing a vision
We’re looking to develop a new strategic vision for the North
Sydney Centre. We recognise that there are competing views
on the direction the CBD should take, so we’re listening to
stakeholders and will develop a strategy that balances the needs
and aspirations of different groups.
The State Government is currently revising the Metropolitan
Strategy, which will detail its expectations for future commercial
and residential growth in North Sydney. When the Metropolitan
Strategy is finalised, we will review our opportunities for
growth and identify any changes that are needed to allow us to
meet the State’s targets.

Events and night life
One of the themes that emerged during Council’s consultation
for the Community Strategic Plan was a desire to see more
entertainment options in the North Sydney Centre. Council is
undertaking a late night trading and small bars study, which
will review the issues and planning controls related to late night
trading. Feedback from the community consultation showed
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Artists’ impressions of the new
development at 177 Pacific
Highway and an upgraded Brett
Whiteley Place. Images courtesy of
Leighton Properties and OCULUS.

64% supported extended trading hours subject to ongoing
trial periods. Council is also reviewing ways to provide more
recreational opportunities for workers and residents, including
opportunities to use the Centre for special events.

Marketing and promotion
Marketing consultancy Frost Design has been appointed to
develop a marketing strategy for the North Sydney Centre.
The strategy will include creating a branding for the CBD that
can be used to attract and retain tenants and promote further
development and investment in the Centre.
It will also include strategies to attract residents and visitors to
the Centre and encourage more activity outside business hours.
At the time of writing, Frost was conducting focus groups and
interviews with a wide range of stakeholders. Council is also
looking at ways to increase the Centre’s potential as a visitor
destination.
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Wollstonecraft
playground
Younger children will enjoy an outdoors experience
at the new bush camping-themed playground
at Wollstonecraft Station Park. The fully fenced
playground has animal sculptures, a swing set,
rocker, spinner, climber and a tent-style cubby house.
Young trainspotters will also enjoy watching the
trains going past.
The park’s extensive landscaping uses lots of
sandstone and includes shady seating for parents and
carers. The playground also features Council’s first
filtered water drinking station, which incorporates
both a bubbler and an environmentally friendly
bottle refill point. The upgrade was partly funded by
a grant from NSW Department of Communities (Sport
& Recreation).

Managing our
footpaths
There are 217km of footpaths in the
North Sydney Council area – and
maintaining them in good condition
is the top priority for the community.
In every customer satisfaction
survey for the past decade, roads
and footpaths have been ranked as
most important by both residents
and businesses.
Our footpaths are valued at $39m
and each year Council spends about
$1.8 million on renewal and repairs.
So how do we decide where the
money should go?
Our footpaths are listed in an asset
register that records their condition
and estimated remaining life. All
footpaths are inspected regularly for
defects. Areas with high pedestrian
traffic, such as commercial centres,
and areas with a high proportion of
older residents are inspected more
frequently than other areas.

When we find a defect, we give it a rating – and plan
the repairs. Major defects are repaired within a few
days, while smaller defects may take a few months.
When residents report a defect to Council, we inspect
the defect within 24 hours and use the same matrix to
set a timeline for repairs.
Council’s Risk Manager said the methodical
management of footpaths had helped reduce the
frequency of injury claims by 32% over the past
decade. “Reforms such as the Civil Liability Act
recognise that it is unreasonable to expect councils to
create a completely risk-free environment, especially
given their limited resources and the wide range of
demands on those resources.
“However, we are committed to creating a safe
environment and to managing risk by managing our
infrastructure efficiently. North Sydney Council is an
industry leader in this area, with a comprehensive
asset management plan and enterprise risk management
policy.”
Recently completed works include Spofforth St,
Cremorne; Harrison St, Neutral Bay; Albany St, Crows
Nest and Miller St, Cammeray. Upcoming works are:
Military Rd; Broughton St, Kirribilli; Ridge St, North
Sydney; Alexander and West Sts, Crows Nest and
Grafton St, Cammeray.
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Recognise this building? It’s Stanton Library, shortly
after it opened in 1964. The library celebrated its
half-century on 8 February with a talk by the State
Librarian, Dr Alex Byrne, who spoke about the
significance of public libraries in the digital era.
The library was named after James Street Stanton,
who was Mayor of North Sydney (1937-1939) and
a keen supporter of the Free Library Movement.
North Sydney Council voted to realise his vision of
a library shortly after his death in 1943, however,
it took 21 years to come to fruition due to delays
in the implementation of the State Library Act and
delays in acquiring the land in Miller St.

In her speech at Shorelink’s 30th anniversary,
author Ceridwen Dovey shared funny,
thoughtful and moving insights into the role
of Stanton Library. Here are some excerpts the full text is available in Stanton’s 2013
annual report on our website. Ceridwen’s new
book Only the Animals will be out in May.

The library was designed by Council architect John
L Browne and built by JP Cordukes of Concord.
The interior decor was the work of the well-known
designer Marion Hall Best.

“I have had a deep and ongoing love affair with libraries all my life.
Stanton was my refuge as a young teenager studying at North
Sydney Girls, living with my not much older sister on our own, for
various family reasons. Then I went overseas to study and work
for a long time and returned to Sydney four years ago feeling
quite rootless and unsure of the city.

Within two months of opening, there were 4,600
registered borrowers accessing 10,000 books. Today
Stanton Library has 167,000 items and the collection
has broadened to include CDs, DVDs, ebooks and
online databases. There are 40,000 members and
600,000 loans are made each year.
While the library has remained a significant reading
resource, it is also now an important social hub
hosting clubs, author talks, story times, and activites
and events for all ages.
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“Stanton again became my refuge - a place that had old meaning and comfort for
me, a beautiful place full of natural light where I could plug in my computer and
sit at the tables that feel as if they are up in the treetops to work on my novel.
“I watch my son share raisins with other children at Storytime, retirees meet up
to play chess, teenagers working together on projects and tutors exhorting their
students to look at a problem in a new way. I see 90-something-year-olds learning
to use email for the first time in their lives and people who are looking for jobs
working on their CVs on the public computers. I’ve seen a young guy full of tattoos
take out a dozen books on baking and an old lady in a purple hat take out a dozen
books on how to have better sex.

This year also marks the 25th anniversary of the
Bill Coppell Young Writers Award, which attracts
hundreds of entries from students at local schools
and beyond. Last year, students from 18 different
schools entered the competition.

“I know each library supports an entire ecosystem of meaning in this same way for
thousands of people. In this time of screens, social media and digital obsession,
where we all tend to live in parallel, unconnected media universes, libraries are
one of the few truly intergenerational places left to us, where the very young and
the very old and everybody in between can mix and learn together.

The awards are open to students aged between 11
and 18 years. Entries for this year’s competition
close on Monday 5 May.

“Libraries clear a space for community, for thinking and talking, for resting and
reflecting, for connecting and communicating, for being alone with our thoughts.
Libraries not only make us feel better, they make us better people.”

photo by Shannon Smith

Pure gold
Stanton
celebrates
50 years

Greenway Tenants Group
members Bryce Gunn
(left) and Terry Kemp.
Photography by
Christopher Ireland

Greenway’s diamond era
Nestled in Kirribilli, the Greenway
housing complex has a convenient
location and unparalleled harbour
views. But it’s what’s inside that
makes it so special. Inside is a
community that is brimming with
pride and neighbourly values.

was released by Greenway resident
Jorge Navia and a group of social
housing tenants and their friends.
“The song is about being positive
and having dreams and goals. It
does not matter where we come
from,” Jorge said.

The residents don’t care about
the negative stigma that is often
associated with public housing,
because they know it’s a far cry
from the truth. For six decades,
thousands of people have called
Greenway home and many would
tell you that they wouldn’t want to
live anywhere else.

A photo exhibition featuring
residents of Greenway will also
be on display. Photographer Chris
Ireland took the portraits a year
ago. “I set about creating a portrait
of the underprivileged who live in
one of Australia’s richest suburbs,”
he said.

It’s been 60 years since the iconic
housing complex opened its doors
and a celebration will be held on
Friday 28 March to recognise this
special milestone. The event is open
to the public from 10am to 2pm
and there are plenty of activities
planned, including food, a photo
exhibition and entertainment.
The new Greenway single, You
can do it, will be launched and
played live on the day. The single

“I sat out the front of A Block
with a sign offering free prints
for residents who were willing to
sit for me. What resulted was an
incredible set of stunning black and
white prints that filled my studio
bench and a humble understanding
of the gracious and indomitable
nature of public housing residents.”
The Greenway public housing
complex,
comprising
four
buildings and 309 flats, was
opened on 28 March, 1954 during

a severe housing shortage. It was designed mainly
to accommodate ex-serviceman and to house up to
1,000 people.
The Australasian Post of 8 April, 1954 declared it
the biggest block of flats in the Southern Hemisphere
and said it cost £1 million to build, using 3.5 million
bricks and 3,000 tonnes of cement.
Today, there are almost 400 residents living in
Greenway. Most believe that Greenway is their
piece of paradise and that everyone in the block has
something to contribute to the happiness of others
in the complex.
Bryce Gunn, president of the Greenway Tenants
Group (GTG) has lived in the complex for five years.
He joined the GTG because he wanted Greenway
to be a community and to create opportunities for
residents to integrate and socialise.
“We have barbecues every six weeks and you’ll see
Russians, Indians and Chinese all eating together.
It’s this kind of interaction that makes Greenway so
different to other public housing complexes,” he said.
GTG Secretary Terry Kemp said the 60th anniversary
was a chance to change people’s perception of
Greenway and to throw away the stigma associated
with public housing. “It would be great to see a more
positive community attitude towards Greenway,”
he said. “We want to challenge people to look at
Greenway in a different way.”
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15 years of
fine food
When you visit the Northside Produce
Market, you don’t just get the best
produce, you also get to meet the people
who grew or made it.
Like Diane and Bill Gauld of Rowan Farm Berries,
who sell jams and pies along with their fresh berries.
“We’ve been at the market so long that people stop
by just to say hello,” said Bill.
Or the team from Darling Mills Farm, which claimed
their regular spot at the market back in 1999 selling
salad leaves, herbs and edible flowers. “We’re a
family affair,” said grower Steven Adey, whose
daughter and sisters work with him at the market.
“We all really like the direct contact with people
who appreciate what we do.”
Or Kris and Lachlan Jarrad from Australian Honey
Cellars who are dedicated to producing rare and
distinct honey with unusual flavours that can’t be
found on supermarket shelves. “We really enjoy
being a part of Northside,” said Kris. “We have a
loyal following and love the family atmosphere.”
Or Ian and Sandra Nuss who say the loyal customers
and friendly atmosphere make the 400km trek from
Adelong each month to sell their figs, apples, eggs,
cherries and pies worth the effort. “We love the fact
that customers come out, whether it’s rain, hail or
shine,” said Ian.
If loyal and appreciative customers have kept these
and other stallholders coming back for 15 years, it’s
quality produce that has kept the customers turning
up to buy. There are now more than 75 farmers and
small producers at the market each month, with
produce ranging from artisan cheese through to
spelt bread, pasta, venison and chocolate.

2011, Northside was named best market in Sydney by the Sydney Morning
Herald Good Food Shopping Guide. With so many regular stallholders and
customers there is always lots of chatter and laughter. We are proud to be
able to bring such good food and a good event to the lower north shore.”
Some of the events being held to mark the 15th anniversary are:
• Autumn Harvest Cooking Workshop, Saturday 21 June,
11am-2pm. Buy seasonal produce then return to the kitchen and
prepare and share in communal lunch (without using recipes)
Cost: $65, booking essential
• Behind the scenes tours, Saturday 19 April and 21 June, 7.30am to
9am. Meet the farmers and enjoy samples and tasting along the way free, booking essential
• Local Is Lovely, book signing and author talk by Sophie Hansen,
19 April, 9am, free
For information phone 9922 2299 or www.northsydneycentre.com.au

Measuring Community Connectedness
Can you call on a friend or family in times of need? Do you belong to a
local sports club or volunteer your time? Do you take part in local decision
making? Tell us how connected you feel with your community and you
will go into the draw to win an iPad mini.

Initially established as a fundraiser for the North
Sydney Community Centre, the market has grown in
both size and reputation. Today it not only provides
vital revenue to the Centre, it is also a popular
community event.

Council is running a short survey to help us measure the current levels of
community connectedness within the North Sydney area. The information
will be used to develop initiatives that encourage better connection. The
survey is completely anonymous and participant details are only required
for entry to the iPad mini competiton. All personal information will be
deleted once the competition has been drawn.

“The markets go from strength to strength,” said
Joanna Jouin, Director of the Community Centre. “In

To take part in the survey, please visit www.surveymonkey.com/s/
connectedcommunity The survey closes on 4 May 2014.
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Platform
for change
Green-roof platform

The creation of a ‘green roof’ on the Coal Loader platform will
be underway in the near future. From the 1920s until it was
decommissioned in the 1990s, the Coal Loader platform housed
a large coal stockpile. The proposed plans for the platform will
transform it into an open, multi-purpose passive recreational
space – an interactive green roof.
The green roof project will span more than one hectare and
include community vegetable plots irrigated by recycled
stormwater, a performance space, extensive seating and viewing
areas, as well as herìtage interpretation of its original coal

loading operations. The main entry ramp off Balls Head Drive
will be reconfigured to provide improved access for pedestrians
and service vehicles. A lift is proposed to provide disabled
access to the platform and lower terrace of the Coal Loader site.
Before the green-roof layer can be constructed a substantial
amount of remedial work is needed including repairs to corroded
concrete areas, addressing drainage issues and making the
perimeter of the platform safe with new balustrades that meet
current access standards. Initial remedial works are expected
to begin by mid-year.

Sustainable businesses recognised
Three local businesses won Better Business Partnership Awards
last year in recognition of their sustainable business practices.
They were:

WT Sustainability - Energy Saver Award for using 75% less
energy than a typical office, as well as for having a 6-star
NABERS rating and using 100% GreenPower.

Mumu Grill - People’s Choice Award for Hospitality, Cafes
& Restaurants, and Waste Saver Award for achievements in
trialling a macerator to process organics, including meat and
bone for composting. They also separate waste for recycling
and work to reduce, reuse or change packaging.

The Better Business Partnership (BBP) is a Council-supported
program that supports and promotes small to medium-sized
businesses in the work they do in the areas of energy, waste,
water, transport, purchasing, community and staff support.

Crows Nest Centre - Community Support Award for their
extensive services to the community including meals on wheels,
community transport, shopping, settlement and linen services.

There are currently 82 businesses in the North Sydney Council
area that are participating in the program. For more information:
www.betterbusinesspartnership.com.au

Living with Possums seminar
Wednesday 30 April
6.30pm – 7.30pm, Ros Crichton Pavilion
North Sydney Council Chambers
Do you have a possum in your roof? Learn how to turn your
local possum from an unwanted guest into a valued member
of your local environment at Council’s Living with Possums
workshop. Ring-tail and Brush-tail Possums are protected
species under NSW law and it’s illegal to interfere with them
unless special conditions are met. However, there are things
you can do to protect your property and develop a harmonious
relationship with your local possum.
To book a place, phone the Bushcare Officer on 9936 8100 or
email council@northsydney.nsw.gov.au
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HarbourCare
Seashells, seaweed and sand are a few of the things you might expect to find at
a beach, but would you want to be swimming next to false teeth, cigarette butts
or umbrellas? These are just a few of the things washing up at beaches in North
Sydney, along with more common items such as balls, hats, bottles, plastic bags and
cellophane packaging.
For over a year now, a group of dedicated volunteers has been cleaning up rubbish
that’s finding its way into the harbour. Michael Stevens, who initiated HarbourCare,
started cleaning up his local waterway in 2011, but quickly realised it was too large a
task for one individual. There are nine bays in North Sydney with 22 sandy beaches
and two creeks. There are now 10 volunteers collecting rubbish from the bays and, to
date, more than 10,000 litres of waste has been picked up by HarbourCare volunteers.
Mr Stevens said most of the garbage he collects is preventable. “It’s mainly public
littering,” he said. “We want to work out how to educate people on how to take care
of the environment.”

Park & Swim
The Park & Swim scheme is changing
at the end of March so that it will be
even easier to claim your free parking
when you visit the North Sydney
Olympic Pool. Under the new system,
Park & Swim users will still get up to
2 hours free parking per day.

Mr Stevens said HarbourCare was ideal for people who are retired or like going for
walks. “We don’t have set schedules like other volunteer programs, because you have
to wait for low tide to clean up and that changes every day of the week.”
HarbourCare is a Council-supported initiative. If you’re interested in volunteering go
to www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/harbourcare or phone 9936 8100.

Garden clean-ups

To use the new system, simply:

If you employ gardening contractors
to maintain your garden or lop trees,
please ask them to clean up thoroughly
and ensure debris doesn’t blow down the
street or into neighbouring properties.

1. Park at a designated Park & Swim
meter in Alfred Street South

Permit blitz

2. Pay for parking at the meter with
your credit card
3. Once inside the pool complex, insert
your credit card into one of the
parking meters near Pool Reception.
You have two hours from the time
you parked to do this.
4. Your parking fee (up to a maximum
of two hours) will be automatically
refunded onto your credit card.
With the new system there’s no need to
register your credit card or any of your
details with pool staff. Look out for the
posters at the pool counting down to the
start of the new system. For full terms
and conditions and more information
visit www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au or
contact Council on 9936 8100.
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Council’s Parking Officers joined
Harbourside Police recently in an
operation to reduce the misuse of
mobility parking permits. In just one CBD
street, seven permits were being misused
and were confiscated, freeing up seven
parking spaces for short-term parking
each day. Drivers who misuse a mobility
parking permit face confiscation of the
permit, a fine of $607 and potential
criminal charges.

Wireless microphones
Community groups that use wireless audio
equipment may need to retune to a new
frequency. The Australian Government
has advised that transmitting in the
frequency range of 694 to 820 MHz

will be illegal from 1 January 2015. For
details visit www.acma.gov.au

ANZAC Club update
Council has now finalised a lease with
the State Government for the site of the
old ANZAC Memorial Club in Anzac
Ave, Cammeray. The NSW Government
has announced its intention to build a
primary school on the site and is currently
preparing concept plans. All consultation
on the development will be undertaken
by the Department of Education and
Communities. It is expected that the
school will be complete in mid 2016.

Dog droppings
Dog owners are reminded that they are
required to pick up their dogs droppings
in public areas and put them in the bin.
This includes in parks, on footpaths and
on verges. Rangers will be enforcing the
regulations and residents are asked to
report problem areas so that rangers can
increase patrols in those areas.

What’s on in North Sydney this Autumn
Eco events and workshops

Green Roofs & Walls seminar

29 March

Earth Hour, The Lorax, 7pm

5 April

Natural Cleaning workshop, 10am-12pm

Thursday 22 May 22, 7pm - 9pm
Hutley Hall, North Sydney Council

19 April

Upcycle: upholstery workshop, 10am-12.30pm

30 April

Living with Possums, information session,
6.30pm–7.30pm, Ros Crichton Pavilion, North
Sydney Council Chambers

10 May

Native Plants from Cuttings, 9am-1pm

10 May

Junk Jewellery workshop, 2pm-4pm

22 May

Green Roofs and Walls: Greening the Urban
Habitat, 7pm-9pm, Hutley Hall, Council
Chambers, 200 Miller Street North Sydney

24 May

Solar Hot Water workshop, 10.30am-12.30pm

1 June

Aboriginal Heritage Walk, 8am-2pm, meet at
Council Chambers carpark

5 June

Balcony Gardening workshop, 10am-12pm

14 June

Herb Spiral workshop, 11am-1pm

21 June

Composting workshop, 10am-2pm

12 July

Community Nursery Open Day, 9am-12pm

13 July

Bushcare Sites Tour, 9am-1pm, meet at
Council Chambers carpark

27 July

National Tree Day, venue to be confirmed,
9.30am–11.30am

Earth Hour at the Coal Loader

3 Aug

Muogamarra bushland wildflower walk,
8am-3pm, meet at Council Chambers carpark

Pack a picnic and bring along your family and friends to
celebrate Earth Hour at the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability.

9 Aug

Wormfarming workshop, 11am-1pm

16 Aug

Native Havens Open Garden tour, 9am-1pm,
meet at Council Chambers carpark

27 Aug

Living with Brush Turkeys, information
session, 6.30pm-7.30pm, Ros Crichton
Pavilion, North Sydney Council Chambers

7 Sept

Bushcare’s Major Day Out, 9am-12pm,
location to be announced

All workshops are free and are held at the Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability unless otherwise stated. Bookings
essential: 9936 8100 or visit www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/
greenevents

Green roofs and walls offer a multitude of environmental
and community benefits including opportunities for
increased biodiversity, open space, insulation and stormwater
improvement. They are also increasingly being used for urban
agriculture and are playing a part in reconnecting city dwellers
with the source of their food.
Join Indira Naidoo, Australian TV broadcaster and author of
The Edible Balcony, and other guest speakers to discuss:
- Green roof and wall technologies
- Roof top farms in New York city
- Green roofs of Sydney including Council’s own Coal
Loader Green Roof Project

International Permaculture Day
To celebrate International Permaculture Day on Sunday 4 May,
the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability and Permaculture
Sydney North will be delivering a series of community events,
including workshops, open gardens and chook tours. Events
will run between 30 April and 4 May – more details will be
available on www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or
phone 9936 8100.

Earth Hour is a world-wide lights off event, now in its seventh
year. Individuals, communities, households and businesses are
encouraged to turn off their lights for one hour to symbolise
their commitment to the planet. This year it will take place on
Saturday 29 March.
Before the big switch off at 8.30pm, visitors to the Coal Loader
can relax on the grass and enjoy an entertaining evening under
the stars with a free outdoor cinema screening of The Lorax. The
movie begins at 7pm and there will be free popcorn!
The imaginative world of Dr. Seuss comes to life on the big
screen as we follow 12-year-old Ted and his quest to find a
Truffula Tree to impress the girl of his dreams. As he embarks
on his journey, Ted discovers the incredible story of the Lorax,
a grumpy but charming creature who speaks for the trees.
Emissions from this event will be offset.
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Community events
28March

Creating Wellbeing: Walking with Cameras
and sketch pads, 12pm-3.30pm, Manly Art
Gallery and Museum, Neutral Bay,
9936 8192**

3 April

Easter Crafts for Adults, 5pm-8pm, Library
Conference Room, booking essential:
9936 8400

8 April 25 July

On the Waterfront: the art of North Sydney’s
foreshores. Exhibition in the North Sydney
Heritage Centre, Stanton Library

11 April

Creating Wellbeing: Potting with Pim, North
Sydney Community Centre, 12.30pm-3pm,
9936 8192

19 April

23 April

Northside Produce Market tour, 7.30am, North
Sydney Community Centre, booking essential,
9922 2299

Centre for Sustainability, booking essential:
9936 8192

20 June

Creating Wellbeing: Watercolours with
Karen, North Sydney Community Centre,
12.30pm-3pm, 9936 8192

21 June

Northside Produce Market tour, 7.30am, North
Sydney Community Centre, booking essential,
9922 2299

4 Aug
31 Dec

North Sydney and the Great War, exhibition
in the North Sydney Heritage Centre, Stanton
Library

** Meet at North Sydney Council 11.45am for Community Bus
pick up.

North Sydney’s foreshores
from the water: ferry tour
Sunday 25 May 2014, 2pm-5pm
$20 adults; $15 children (12 and under)

Boatsheds all around: walking tour around
Berry’s Bay, 2-5pm, booking essential
9936 8400

9 May

They’re a Weird Mob: film presentation at
the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability,
2pm-5pm, booking essential, 9936 8400

16 May

Boatsheds all around: walking tour around
Berrys Bay, 2pm-5pm, booking essential
9936 8400

23 May

Creating Wellbeing: Potting with Pim, North
Sydney Community Centre, 12.30pm-3pm,
9936 8192

24 May

Child Restraints Checking Day, Council’s
undercover car park, off McLaren Street,
booking essential: 9936 8246

25 May

North Sydney’s foreshores from the water:
ferry tour, 2pm-5pm, $20 adults; $15 children
(12 and under), booking essential 9936 8400

31 May

Guringai workshops, activities include
basket weaving, children’s art, walking tour,
entertainment and afternoon tea, Coal Loader

Booking essential: 9936 8400 or
library@northsydney.nsw.gov.au (max. 40 people)
Discover North Sydney’s foreshores from the comfort of a
charming, historic ferry. This heritage cruise begins at Cremorne
Point Wharf, from the stunning public parkland saved in the
1890s. On the tour you will see the old Royal Australian
Navy submarine base, HMAS Platypus at Neutral Bay, under
remediation by the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust. Float past
some grand 19th century homes only visible from the water –
Wyreepi, Kirribilli House and Admiralty House. Discover our
industrial heritage - the Balls Head Coal Loader, and Oyster
Cove gas works now Wondakiah residential estate. Cruise
around Berry Island, a beautiful bushland reserve, ending at
Milsons Point Ferry Wharf. Afternoon tea provided.
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