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what’s in your backyard?
When North Sydney News caught up with
Wildlife Watch volunteer Anne Pickles
she’d just spotted a Powerful Owl in her
back garden.

favourite Sunday morning walk) for years,
but had never noticed the water dragons
around the creek at Lower Spofforth
Street,” said Anne.

“There’s potential for a highlight every
day,” she said. “The Wildlife Watch
program allows you to explore your
environment and discover things you
never knew existed. I’ve started to identify
butterflies, which is a challenge because
they are so small and fly much faster than
birds! But I’ve found we have some lovely
butterflies and also a day-flying moth.”

Participants in the program monitor local
animals and birds for their conservation
and survival.

Anne joined Council’s Wildlife Watch as a
volunteer in 2011, after sighting a pair of
brush turkeys walking down Eaton Street
in Neutral Bay. Last year she held the
record for the highest number of sightings.
“The more you look, the more you see. I’d
been walking around Cremorne Point (my

Recording each sighting as they go,
volunteers report all information to
Council’s Bushland team which feeds it
into the Atlas of NSW Wildlife for research
and protection management. Participants
are trained and receive a kit containing
observation sheets, identification guides,
instructions and a map.
A volunteer program that easily fits
with your lifestyle, Anne said you can
do Wildlife Watch anywhere. “I make
observations from the ferry on my way
to work, while walking, or while sitting

Become a
Wildlife Watch
volunteer today
quietly in the bush. There’s lots of
wildlife in North Sydney – there’s always
something to see.”
Bushland Management Coordinator
Gareth Debney said the program suits
anyone who regularly visits local bushland
and reserves, likes animals or would like
to learn about local wildlife.
“It’s also a great way to relax,” said Anne.
“Walking along looking out for birds and
animals, and the trees and plants they use,
is a form of mindfulness – you have to be
in the moment to see things and put all
your worries and preoccupations to one
side. It’s fun!”
For more information on becoming a
Wildlife Watch volunteer, contact Council’s
Bushland Project Officer on 9936 8100 or
visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au
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from the mayor

I had the pleasure of hosting Year 6
students from Cammerary Public School
recently. The students had come to
Council to celebrate their fantastic art
exhibition – Selfies with Seniors in our
inTransit Artspace.
If you didn’t see it, the exhibition was of
selfies taken by the students with a special
senior in their life. The photos were fun
and imaginative, with props that identified
some activity or interest they shared. I
really enjoyed talking to the students. Our
conversation ranged from whether their
senior knew what a selfie was through to
how they could stand for council as adults
and contribute to public life.
The previous month I had the chance
to meet Shore students who came to
Council for a mock Council meeting. Local
government is on the Year 4 curriculum
so we regulary have groups from local
schools visiting to learn about Council.
Staff present the children with a decision
to make and the teachers work through the
some of the arguments for and against the
proposal with the class before they come
to the Council Chambers. At the mock
meeting, the children listen to experts on
the topic, give their own opinion then vote
on the decision.
Listening to the children debate an issue
is an eye-opening experience. At just nine
years of age, they already have a good
grasp of what is affordable, what is fair
and what the impact of a decision will be
on other people or the environment. I’m
told they will often seek a compromise
position when they make a decision and as

Mayor
Cremorne ward
tunks ward
Victoria ward
wollstonecraft
ward

a group they are usually compassionate,
open-minded and keen to participate in
decision making.
There’s a lot we can learn from them. I’m
generalising here, but I think that as a
community, Australians have become
more passive about decision making at
all levels of government. Part of that is
just the speed of life. We’re busy and we’re
in information overload. But there’s also
a prevailing cynicism that convinces us
we can’t make a difference -and so we
don’t try.
When people work together they can make
a difference. At the time of writing, the
Joint Regional Planning Panel’s had just
refused a development application for
a marina in Berrys Bay that was out of
scale for the bay and would have alienated
people from the harbour. Many residents
wrote submissions and the local Precinct
took a strong lead so the decision was a
win for community as well as Berrys Bay.
Speaking of development, you’ve probably
noticed all the development going ahead
in the North Sydney CBD this year. We
have five developments underway, plus
our own public domain upgrades and
infrastructure works by other authorities.
Before you ask, no – Council can’t control
the timing of development.

The JRPP gives consent for a development,
but the developer determines when work
starts. It feels like someone has pressed an
on switch in our CBD and we are in for a
few noisy and disruptive years. Ultimately,
all this development will add vibrancy to
the centre and ensure it remains a strong
and viable commercial centre in the years
to come.
Finally, you may be wondering about
my choice of topics for this newsletter
in the light of the proposed council
amalgamation and the public inquiry into
North Sydney Council which starts on
30 May. I am fully aware of significance
of both events, but as they are political
matters, it is inappropriate for me to
comment on them here.
I would like to assure you that it is business
as usual here at Council. Regardless of the
outcome of the inquiry or amalgamations,
I am confident that local government
will remain closely connected to the
community and will continue to deliver a
wide range of fantastic services.

Mayor Jilly Gibson congratulated
Cammeray Primary School year 6 pupils
on their recent Selfies with Seniors
exhibition at the inTransit Artspace in
North Sydney Council Chambers
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Have your say on

changes to NYE 2016

access entry points are designed to help us manage crowd
numbers more effectively and ensure people’s bags are checked
for prohibited items before they enter a managed access area.
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A number of changes are being proposed to NYE arrangements
in North Sydney. Council works closely with NSW Police and
other agencies to make the event safe for residents and visitors.
The proposed changes to managed access times and managed
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Until now, managed access has begun
at 12pm (noon) at Bradfield Park, Mary
E
Booth Reserve and Blues Point Reserve.
However, with people arriving earlier in
the day, a significant proportion of the
crowd is missing the security check. This
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• Creating a dedicated pedestrian access point for the North Sydney Olympic
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can be found on the Have Your Say
PPE
R
section on Council’s website.
BROUG

STREET

LIFF ST

TONECRAFT

NORTHC

LS
MARY WOL

• Introducing a resident-only pedestrian entry at McMahons Point

LA

ALFRED

KIRRIBI

PI

DRIV

TT

LLI

AV

What’s staying the same?
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Entrance to
Mary Booth
Reserve
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NO ACCESS TO MARY BOOTH RESERVE
FROM WARUDA STREET OR BRADFIELD
PARK FROM 8PM, 30 DECEMBER

WA

BRADFIELD PARK,

ST

Bradfield Park Wellness Centre, 41 Alfred St South, Milsons Point

Ever yon e w ho e n ter s the r e s er ve
(including residents) will have their bags
checked for prohibited items.

Mary Booth Reserve will be closed at
Waruda St from 8pm on 30 December so
residents won’t be able to cut through the
reserve on their way to the station or on
their morning walk.

T

Attend the Drop-in Community Information
Session
ET

On 31 December, the entryT point to Mary
UL S
P Abe
Booth Reserve will
near the Jeffrey
Street Wharf.

What is the impact on residents?
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Submissions close at 5pm on Wednesday 28 June 2016.

Mary Booth Reserve,T and the adjacent
S
DIND
Captain Waterhouse
Reserve, Stanton
Lookout and Copes Lookout, will be fenced
and cleared at 8pm on 30 December. The
area will be re-opened from 8am on 31
December.

Wristbands will still be used to manage the
number of people in Mary Booth Reserve.
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closure of mary booth reserve
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What’s changing?
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Staff will be available to answer questions, drop in anytime between 6pm
and 8pm. No RSVP required
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Residents living in alcohol prohibited
areas will need to ask guests to drop off
alcohol and glass items for parties prior
to 8am on 31 December.
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What is the impact on residents?
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Residents will still have access to their
properties by vehicle until 8pm unless
Police say it is not safe to doN so.
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Special event clearways will continue to
start at 8am on 31 December.
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What’s staying the same?
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Take the plastic free challenge!
Top tips for
going plastic free
- Get a reusable coffee cup
- Get a reusable water bottle
- Use long-life cloth bags
instead of plastic ones
- Say no to straws when
drinking in bars or restaurants

Whether it’s a water bottle, take-away
container or shopping bag, many of us
use disposable plastic products on a daily
basis. While plastic is designed to last
for years (and may take centuries to fully
breakdown), we often use it for just a few
minutes then throw it away.
According to the Australian Marine
Conservation Society, 90% of rubbish
found on Sydney beaches is plastic, with
bottles, caps and straws the main culprits.
To help reduce our plastic waste, Council
is asking residents to limit their use of
disposable plastic by signing up to the
national Plastic Free July challenge. The
challenge is simple - refuse single-use
plastic during July or maybe even longer.
Single-use includes plastic shopping bags,
plastic bottles, straws, plastic packaging basically anything that’s intended only to
be used once and then discarded.
If refusing all single-use plastic sounds too
daunting right now, pledge to give up one

How to get involved
Visit plasticfreejuly.org to accept the
challenge
Visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au/
plasticfreejuly to find out about workshops
and events in North Sydney

of the top four problem plastics - plastic
bags, bottles, takeaway coffee cups and
straws. Remember it’s a challenge, not a
competition, so don’t worry about being
perfect.
Council’s Manager of Environmental
Services Peter Massey said every piece of
plastic can make a difference. “Our reliance
on plastic products is unsustainable and
a real problem for our local environment,
especially the marine life in Sydney
Harbour. One coffee cup may not seem
like much, but if every resident in North
Sydney bought a takeaway coffee that
would be more than 70,000 cups and lids
per day.”
During July, Council will run activities
to support and motivate people who
take the challenge. Highlights include a
forum on the environmental effects of
plastic and workshops on living with less
plastic, natural skin care and how to make
your own shopping bag from recycled

- Recycle all plastic bottles,
lids and containers in the
yellow-lid recycling bins
- Avoid cosmetics and personal
care products, such as
exfoliators and body scrubs,
that contain microplastics
- Join Harbour Care volunteers
and help collect plastic
rubbish from our beaches and
waterways

materials. Several movie screenings
will be held including Bag It and Plastic
Paradise.
You can also bring 10 or more clean
plastic shopping bags to the North Sydney
customer service desk and get a free calico
shopping bag in return (one per customer).
The plastic will then be re-used in the
construction of industry products.

For businesses
If you own or operate a business in the North
Sydney local government area please phone
9777 7546 to find out how you can get involved.
Businesses which pledge to reduce or stop
using plastic bags in store will be provided
with expertise, resources and face-to-face
support from the Better Business Partnership.
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Plants, parrots and new friends
Escape to the country and help restore a damaged landscape on
Bushcare’s annual pilgrimage to the beautiful Boorowa farming
district in south-west NSW. Now in its 17th year, the awardwinning Building Bridges to Boorowa project has seen North
Sydney volunteers plant more than 50,000 native trees, shrubs
and grasses on farming properties in the Boorowa district.
The revegetation work is helping to address a range of
environmental issues including salinity, erosion, habitat loss
and fragmentation while also protecting and promoting breeding
sites for the endangered Superb Parrot and many other native
wildlife species.
Even though it’s hard work and often quite chilly, volunteers
get the chance to help protect Australian habitat while meeting

people and making new friends. And, if the opportunity allows
at the end of a hard day’s work, volunteers often get to eat and
chat with local farmers about the amazing impact the project
has had in the area.
Bushland Management Coordinator Gareth Debney said: “The
benefits of this program go far beyond the impressive statistics.
While we are immensely proud of every tree and shrub planted
around Boorowa by our hundreds of city volunteers, it is the
friendships that have grown alongside them that truly symbolise
the value of this program and the model it provides for others
to embrace.”
This year’s trip will be from Friday 11 to Sunday 13 September.
Council transports volunteers to and from Boorowa for free.
For more information or to book your place, contact Council’s
Bushland Management Coordinator on 9936 8224 during business
hours.

Last call for Harvest 2016
Budding gardeners still have a chance to register for Harvest North
Sydney 2016 - a community project which equips participants
with the knowledge and experience to grow their own food and
increase their understanding of sustainable food. Each year, 20
people are selected based on their commitment to build food
gardens and become community champions. If you would like
to learn how to set up your own food garden, register your
interest in the eight-week course by 1 July at northsydney.nsw.
gov.au/harvest

The Future of Solar A tree-mendous day out!

Solar Seminar
7pm, Thursday 16 June
Confused about the upcoming changes
to solar power? Start investigating your
metering and battery storage options
before it is too late. Join solar expert
Nigel Morris from Roof Juice on 16 June
at Hutley Hall from 7pm to 8.30pm to
make sure you get the most out of your
renewable energy system.

To celebrate National Tree Day, join
Bushcare volunteers and the Council
Bushland Team for the annual community
planting event. Creating green corridors
that help link bushland areas is critically
important for the sustainability of native
plants and wildlife. You can help by
planting a range of native shrubs, trees
and ground covers in a specially prepared
green corridor at Brightmore Reserve in
Cremorne on 31 July. For more details and
to register, visit http://treeday.planetark.
org/site/10011013

Still time to switch on!
My Green Apartment 2016
There is still time to join the My Green
Apartment 2016 program to learn
how to reduce your energy bills by
up to 60%. If you are interested in
participating, contact jordan.moy@
northsydney.nsw.gov.au
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the kirribilli centre – still fabulous at 40
With its picturesque setting and beautiful sandstone walls, you
would never guess from the outside that The Kirribilli Centre is
a bustling hub of community activity. But once you step inside,
it’s clear that 40 years after it first opened to the public, the
busy Centre is still very much the heart and soul of the Kirribilli
community.
“We were originally started by local residents in 1976 as the
Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre and we’re still focused on bringing
people in the community together today,” said General Manager
Coral Garratt. “We’re about inclusiveness and community - it
doesn’t matter where you’re from, how old you are or where
you live, The Kirribilli Centre welcomes everyone.”
It seems that ethos is very much alive, with the Centre’s 40th
anniversary events demonstrating a commitment to catering for
everyone in the community. The line up of anniversary events
has included a special seniors’ garden party and a $3000 Art
Prize which was open to artists of every age.

Save the date: special anniversary
Kirribilli market on 2 Oct

The Centre is now planning an anniversary edition of the popular
Kirribilli Markets on 2 October, with special entertainment
including live bands, petting zoo and jumping castle. The 40th
anniversary events are in addition to the extensive list of activities,
programs and courses already run by staff and volunteers.
“Our challenge is that people move in and out of the area a lot,”
said Coral. “We have to keep our activities and groups relevant
to the changing population. Many live alone in apartments with
no family nearby, so it can be hard for people to meet friends
and feel part of the community.”
While some events and activities have been going for many
years, such as the famous Kirribilli Markets which began in the
Centre’s back garden, new groups and classes are constantly
being added to the What’s On list. The Centre now runs book
and film clubs, art classes, guitar lessons, health and fitness
classes, computing lessons for seniors, a fun yarn-bombing
group and a playgroup.

The Kirribilli Centre
programs and classes
Carers Program: provides support and respite to carers
of people with mental illness
Wellbeing for parents: group therapy and exercise
classes for new parents and one-on-one counselling
service
Creative classes: knitting, crochet, beading, sketching
Literacy: computing classes for all ages and broadband
sessions for seniors
Exercise classes: Yoga, Pilates, meditation, tai chi and
walking groups

“Many local families don’t have gardens, so our playground
gives parents a safe, outdoor environment for their children
to play in. The Centre is Kirribilli’s backyard really,” said Coral.

Entertainment: book and film clubs, guitar lessons,
music concerts, writers group

The Centre also runs a program for mothers with postnatal
depression, a mental health carers program and a TAFE training
cafe for students and disadvantaged youth. Coral now plans to
introduce a new stories and friendship group for seniors, where
participants can share snippets and memoirs of their lives over
high tea.

Playgroup: children under the supervision of parents
can use the play area, 9am – 5pm, Monday – Friday,
gold coin donation. There are also courses and other
fun groups for toddlers and parents

Explaining why The Kirribilli Centre is as popular now as it was
40 years ago, Coral said: “The Centre is a place where people
of all ages can come and bond with others – anyone can come
here and find a friend.”

TAFE Training Café: Enjoy affordable food and drink
every Friday during school term while TAFE students
gain experience
For further information on any of the clubs, groups,
courses or programs, please phone 9922 4428.
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A helping hand for mums
Following the success of a
course for struggling first-time
mothers last year, The Kirribilli
Centre has made the entirely
free program a permanent
addition to its services. It will
now run the eight-week course
Being Mums four times a year
for mothers who are stressed,
finding it hard to cope or are
suf fering from postnatal
depression (PND).
The course includes a twohour class each week where
a small group of mothers
get together for mindfulness
meditation and a group session
with counsellors from Lifeline.
One-on-one counselling is also
available if needed.
Jo Har vey, The K irribilli
C e n t r e ’s P r o g r a m s a n d
Marketing Officer who helped
introduce the initiative, said
the course has had a hugely
positive impact on the mothers
involved.

Mike Ansky

Sue, Maureen & Coral

Care for Carers

“After speaking to a number
of mums both at the Centre
and elsewhere, many of them
revealed they suffered from
stress, anxiety or depression
after having their first child,
but didn’t tell anyone at the
time because they were afraid
of being viewed as a failure or
a bad mother.

One of The Kirribilli Centre’s most
important services is the Carers Program,
which provides support and respite to
carers of people with a mental illness.
It first began as a small group of local
carers meeting up for breakfast once a
month and sharing their stories.

Explaining why it has been such a
success, program coordinator Mike
Ansky said: “The carers are dealing with
such difficult situations, the program
gives them a much needed break and a
chance to talk to others who are going
through the same thing.”

When The Kirribilli Centre discovered
the need for a carers support group, it
secured government funding to set up
the not-for-profit service in 2008. Over
the past eight years, the Carers Program
has continued to grow and more than 240
carers now regularly use its services,
which include psychosocial educational
groups, fitness classes run by former
Wallaby star John Dowse, men’s groups,
women’s groups and day trips.

Carers who use the program couldn’t
agree more, with one, who has a child
with a mental illness, revealing: “Without
having this respite and some time out
from caring and the continuous grind
of being constantly on the edge, we
wouldn’t be able to do what we do.
“As a carer, you have no hope of a career.
Many of us have had to give up jobs
to care for a loved one with a mental

“After hearing their stories
and doing some research into
PND – one mother in seven will
suffer from it to some degree
– we started this course last
year. In our first course, the
mothers took part in a hooping
class before group counselling,
and within half an hour of
hooping starting, you could
hear them all laughing.
“The fe edba c k from the
mothers has been fantastic
and they still meet up regularly
even though the course has
finished. Many had felt isolated,
but now they have their own
support network they can turn
to. A lot of struggling mothers
think they are to blame or it’s
somehow their fault, but when
they meet up in these classes,
they realise other mothers are
experiencing the exact same
thing and they are not alone.
“That is what is so wonderful
about this course, as well
as the fantastic one-on-one
counselling service provided
by Lifeline. It is vital that these
mothers get this support when
they need it the most and it
really is changing their lives
for the better.”

illness. You have no life of your own, it
revolves around supporting and caring
for someone else for years and years financially, emotionally and physically.
“The program provides us with a safe
place where we can go, do a bit of
exercise and talk about whatever is going
on in our lives, and know that everyone
there understands.
“It’s impossible to really talk about being a
carer to people who haven’t experienced
it, they just don’t understand what you’re
going through, and quite often they don’t
want to know. Discussing mental illness
makes people uncomfortable, but you
don’t have to worry about that here.”
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Guringai Festival
From basket weaving to animal encounters
and story telling, the Guringai Festival
returns for its 15th year with a variety of
events across northern Sydney.
Founded in 2001, the Guringai Festival
aims to celebrate First Australian culture
and heritage as well as raise awareness
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people living in the Northern Sydney
region. Launching on Sorry Day, 26 May,
the festival continues through to the
second week in July.
North Sydney Council is one of 11
councils involved in the festival along with
reconciliation and community groups. This
year’s festival theme is Through My Eyes
which encourages youth to participate
in the various events being held across
the region, including workshops, art
exhibitions, performances, films and talks.
Guringai Festival events in North Sydney

Saturday 11 June

Four new community art studio spaces have opened at Primrose Park in Cremorne,
providing opportunities for more art to be created locally. Artists Jane Théau, Mandy
Pryse-Jones, Tamsin Salehian and Ingrid van der Aa are the first artists to occupy the
newly refurbished shared studio space.
Jane, who lives in Cremorne and started her residency in August, said: “We are so
lucky because it’s very hard to find affordable art studio space on the lower North
Shore and it’s important to have creative projects within the community.”
The artists in the new studio join Anne Numont and Basia Zielinska, who are the current
artists-in-residence in the lower level of the Primrose Park art studio building. As part
of their residency, the artists all contribute to a monthly program of free community
workshops and artist talks.
Jane, who has won several awards for her work in sculpture, textile and installation,
said the community workshops were one of the most rewarding things about being
an artist-in-residence.
“We run a range of workshops for young and old, from printmaking and ephemeral
art to puppetry sessions with children. I love working with children, seeing the world
through their eyes and giving them the opportunity to experiment creatively. I also
get a lot of pleasure from the ‘stitching day’ we have once a month where anyone is
welcome (male and female) to contribute to the embroidery of a communal tablecloth.
Once a year we sit down together to have a meal on it.”
Much of Jane’s work focuses on sustainability and she uses repurposed materials
wherever possible.
“I previously worked as a scientist and then in economic development, so my route
to art has been unconventional,” she admitted. “Economic success is laid before us
as the ultimate goal, but a creative life is just as valid. Without creativity, innovation
is not possible.“
As well as the workshops Jane runs through Primrose Park, she also teaches an artand science-based environment program at local schools, which educates children
about sustainability and waste.
For more information about Primrose Park Artist Studios or future events please visit
northsydney.nsw.gov.au or facebook.com/artsandculturenorthsydney

Tuesday 14 June – Thursday 16 June
Guringai Activity Week at the Explorers
Playgroup, North Sydney Community
Centre, 10am-12.30pm, cost $5-10

Saturday 18 June
North Sydney Council to Manly Dam
heritage walk, 9am-2pm, $20 per person,
booking essential

Thursday 23 June
Aboriginal artist Jessica Birk will unveil
her new mural on Ridge Street, North
Sydney, at 11am

Friday 8 July
Animals of the Dreaming event, Crows
Nest Centre, 10.30am-11.30am
For details of events in other council areas
visit guringaifestival.com.au

Jessica Birk, Matora Lane Mural Project 2014

In a creative space

Traditional Basket Weaving with Karleen
Green, Miller Street Market, North Sydney,
11am-2pm
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The Alexander Street carpark has been transformed from a
drab concrete and steel structure with 130 spaces to a welldesigned carpark with 280 spaces. The development adds
vibrancy to the Crows Nest village, looking colourful by day
and night. The carpark was redeveloped as part of a public

private partnership with Woolworths, which now has a modern
two-tier supermarket providing 115 jobs. The development also
includes fully accessibly public toilets and five retail outlets
which will provide income for Council.

Metro plans in train
A new Metro rail line is coming to North
Sydney, with stations to be constructed
underground at Crows Nest and North
Sydney. While the additional transport
infrastructure is a positive step in creating
a more sustainable city, Council is keen to
ensure the new infrastructure maximises
benefit to the community.
A dedicated officer has been appointed to
coordinate Council’s policy and strategic
planning response to the Metro. The officer
will act as a single point of contact with
Transport for NSW during the planning
and construction process.
One of Council’s aims is to identify

opportunities to improve the public
domain and pedestrian amenity in and
around the station sites. It is expected
the Victoria Cross station in the North
Sydney CBD would be accessed from the
Tower Square area with entrances to both
Miller and Denison Streets. The Crows
Nest Station is expected to be accessed
via the corner of Clarke Street and Hume
Street, as well as the corner of Pacific
Highway and Oxley Street.
Council is also seeking to establish and
support its position on land use and built
form. A Crows Nest Planning Study is being
prepared and extensive consultation with
the community was undertaken during

April and May. Around 9000 surveys were
posted to the Crows Nest, St Leonards
and Wollstonecraft communities and at
the time of writing almost 1000 had been
returned, reflecting strong local interest
in this project.
Transport for NSW is expecting to
begin work in 2017, with the Metro fully
operational by 2024. For information
on the Crows Nest Planning Study or
Council’s planning response to the Metro,
contact Council’s Strategic Planning
depar tment on 9936 8100. To keep
up to date with the Metro project visit
sydneymetro.info

Stunning new aerial drone images reveal
construction of the Coal Loader Centre
for Sustainability’s new green roof is
well underway. The old concrete wall has
been demolished to allow visitors even
better panoramic views of the harbour
when the platform opens to the public
next year. Segments of the wall, which
contain Thames River gravel from the
ballasts of visiting British ships, will be
reused elsewhere on the site. Builders
have also begun creating concrete
hobs around the former coal loading
chutes which will support skylights to
the tunnels underneath the roof, as well
as the frames for the raingardens and
planters. They have also begun restoring
the lower terrace tunnels and building
the lift shaft which will help visitors
easily move between the different levels.
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Love in the
fast lane
Eighty years on, it’s not surprising that many people have happy
memories of North Sydney Olympic Pool. But few would have
memories that stretch as far back as 96-year-old Daphne Dunne,
who swam at the pool as a teenager, with friends and love of her life,
the boyfriend who became her husband.
“I have some really wonderful memories of the pool. I used to work at
David Jones in the city, and after work I would walk across the Harbour
Bridge to the pool for a swim with my boyfriend Albert and a group of
friends,” she said. “After the swim Albert would walk me back across
the bridge to the bus station at Circular Quay where I would catch the
bus home to Dover Heights.”
Daphne was at the Pool’s birthday celebration on 4 April, along with her
daughter Michelle, and recalled all the wonderful memories of
those times with her husband, a military man who died in action.
The local community also helped to mark the 80th birthday by
enjoying a free swim and cake, served by Mayor Jilly Gibson.
Although it’s now a popular community pool, for decades it was
the arena of champions. The Pool hosted the Empire Games
in 1938 and from the 1950s to the 1970s, 86 world records
were set there by swimming legends such as Dawn Fraser
and Shane Gould.

A helping hand for refugees
The North Sydney Community Centre
(NSCC) is holding a food drive in June
to help asylum seekers supported by
the House of Welcome (HoW). Among
the many services run by HoW, based in
Carramar, is a food bank where refugees
can access food and household goods they
otherwise could not afford.
Local residents and businesses can support
the initiative by bringing a bag of their
household shopping to the Community
Centre in June which will then be delivered
to HoW. The food drive follows the success
of last year’s appeal which saw generous
North Sydney locals donating more than
300 bags of household shopping to help
refugees in NSW.
This June, NSCC is hoping to match last
year’s incredible collection. NSCC Director
Joanna Jouin-Goodwin said: “We have
a wonderful local community who have
supported our cooking classes, pop-up
fundraisers, Food Drive and Winter Appeal
for the House of Welcome over the past
three years.

“The June Food
Drive is a way to
help refugees and
asylum seekers,
knowing that it
will be delivered
directly to those
most in need. Last
year we hoped to gather 100 shopping
bags of food, and were astounded to
receive over 300 bags. All contributions
are welcome!”
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Community events

what’s on what’s on what’s on

More information and booking details can be found at northsydney.nsw.gov.au

1 - 18 June

29 July

Markets

Elephant in the Room by
Tamsin Salehian, North
Contemporary Art Space,
Ridge Street, North Sydney

Artist studio open day and talk
with artist-in-residence Alma
Studholme, The Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability,
10am-4pm

1st Sat every month

17 June
Teddy Bears’ Sleepover,
Stanton Library, 5pm,
bookings essential 9936 8400

19 June
House of Welcome Pop-Up
Dinner fundraiser, North
Sydney Community Centre,
6pm-10pm, bookings essential
9922 2299

3 - 20 August
Show by Ingrid van der Aa,
North Contemporary Art
Space, Ridge Street, North
Sydney

25 August
Children’s Book Week picnic,
Stanton Library, 6pm-7.30pm
9936 8400

Until 20 June

27 August

Urban Nature exhibition by
Sunshine Studio Artists at
the inTransit Artspace, North
Sydney Council Chambers

Making Camera Obscura and
Introduction to Solarography,
Coal Loader Centre for
Sustainability, 10am-2pm

22 June - 9 July

28 August

Vapid Cut by Tessa Rex
and Patch Sinclair, North
Contemporary Art Space,
Ridge Street, North Sydney

Artisans Market, Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability,
9am-3pm

24 June
Artist studio open day and talk
with artist-in-residence Alma
Studholme, The Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability,
10am-4pm

26 June
Primrose Park Artist Studios
open day, 12pm-4pm
Workshop creating ephemeral
art with natural materials,
2pm-4pm, bookings essential
northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Until end of June
Some people see them…:
A century of May Gibbs,
Heritage Centre, Stanton
Library, during library hours

13 - 30 July
I Like It Best When We Talk
About Painting, curated
by Carla Liesch. North
Contemporary Art Space,
Ridge Street, North Sydney

31 August
Artist studio open day and talk
with artist-in-residence Alma
Studholme, The Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability,
10am-4pm

Writers@Stanton
Events are held at 1pm, Level 1,
Stanton Library. For information
about visiting authors and dates
visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au/was

Northside Produce Market, Civic Park, Miller Street,
North Sydney 9922 2299

2nd Sun every month
Kirribilli Art & Design Market, Burton Street Tunnel, and
Kirribilli Fashion Market, Bradfield Park, Milsons Point
9922 4428

3rd Sat every month
Northside Produce Market, Civic Park, Miller Street,
North Sydney 9922 2299
Crows Nest Market, 2 Ernest Place, Crows Nest
0412 210 084

4th Sat every month
Kirribilli Market, Burton Street Tunnel and Bradfield
Park, Milsons Point 9922 4428

Calling all
budding
movie makers
The Story to Screen Project returns this year with a variety of
free film workshops for high school students throughout August,
September and October. Students can learn about the technical
aspects of filmmaking, screen writing and production or take a
more hands-on approach with creative, theatrical and designbased workshops. Their creations will be displayed at a screening
event in November. If you would like to know more about the
project or get involved please contact the Arts and Culture Officer
on 9936 8100 or email lisa.sammut@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Time for a Teddy
Bears’ sleepover!
Have your kids ever wondered what their toys do
at night? Bring their second favourite teddy bear
or stuffed toy to Stanton Library on 17 June, for
a special bedtime story and tuck the toys in for
sleepover. Last year the bears got up to all sorts
of mischief – what will they get up to this time?
Bookings essential: trybooking.com/LHKD

green events and workshops
4 June

16 June

Balcony gardening workshop,
Coal Loader Centre for
sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

The Future of Solar – learn
how to make the most of solar
power with Nigel Morris from
Roof Juice, Hutley Hall, Miller
Street, North Sydney, 7pm8.30pm

6 June
Pittwater Bushcare visit, meet
at North Sydney Council
Chambers car park, 8am-2pm,
booking essential

10 June
Car-rang-gel Sanctuary visit,
meet at North Sydney Council
Chambers, 8am-1pm, booking
essential

11 June
How to build a herb spiral
workshop, Coal Loader Centre
for Sustainability, 11am-1pm,
booking essential

18 June
Preserving fruit and veg
workshop, Coal Loader Centre
for Sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

18 June
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Walk, North Sydney Council
Chambers, 9am-2pm, cost
$20, booking essential

9 July
Learn about natural skincare,
Coal Loader Centre for

Sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

more details: http://treeday.
planetark.org/site/10011013

16 July

6 August

Make your own shopping
bag, Coal Loader Centre
for Sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

Learn about natural cleaning,
Coal Loader Centre for
Sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

23 July

All workshops are free unless
otherwise stated. Bookings
essential: 9936 8100 or visit
northsydney.nsw.gov.au

How to live plastic free,
Coal Loader Centre for
Sustainability, 10.30am12.30pm, booking essential

31 July
Celebrate National Tree Day
by planting native shrubs,
trees and ground covers
in Brightmore Reserve,
Cremorne, with Sydney
Bushcare volunteers and
the Bushland Team. For

Join the con-versation
For the first time this year, Stanton
Library is taking part in the annual
Comic Con-versation festival
which celebrates the best of
local comic culture with events
and exhibitions across Sydney
libraries.
During the week-long festival
in July, Stanton has a range of
exciting events to suit all ages,
from life drawing classes with
super heroes to workshops
with comic writers and artists.
Book into a Comic Conversation event or check out
the ever-expanding comic
collection of more than 2000
graphic novels at Stanton.
Work by Alex Hammond

4 July:

Nominations open in
June for the Community
Sustainability Awards
– to register your
interest and receive an
application form, email
sustainabilityeducation@
northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Events:

Comic Con-versation Lab with comic artist
Nathan Seabolt, Stanton Library, 3pm-6pm
Sketch a superhero – life drawing with a twist!
Stanton Library, 6pm-7.30pm, booking essential

7 July:

Comic Con-versation Lab with comic artist Alex
Hammond, Stanton Library, 11am-1pm and
2pm-4pm
Sydney Comics Guild founder Alex Hammond
gives an introduction to graphic novels and
comic books, Stanton Library, 1pm

8 July:

Tabby mini-cosplay workshop for children aged
between seven and 12, Stanton Library, booking
essential

Author talk: Stephen Kok, Stanton Library, 2.30pm
For more information please contact Stanton Library on
9936 8400 or at library@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

200 Miller St, North Sydney NSW 2060
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