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MATT’S
GOING
FOR

Gold

O LY M P I C M E DA L S
2008 Beijing
Gold - 4×100m medley relay 34 pts
Gold Medal Paralympian and Cremorne
resident Matt Levy is heading to Mexico in
September to represent Australia in the World
Swimming Championships. The 30 year old
recently began training with the Badger Squad
at the North Sydney Olympic Pool.
After breaking a world record at the Australian
Swimming Championships in April this year,
Matt admitted it’s not the record he was aiming
to break. He swam the men’s multiclass 200m
freestyle heats in 2 minutes and 16.74 seconds,
smashing the world record in the S7 class,
which he doesn’t usually compete in.
“I didn’t expect to go that fast, it was about 8
or 9 seconds faster than my personal best,”
he said. “Breaking a world record is fantastic
and records are there to be broken, but beating
your own personal best time is pretty amazing.
“In a sport like swimming, it’s hard not to be
competitive and focus on the person next to
you. My perspective is that I try and focus on
being the best version of myself that I can be.

Every day I try and improve on the previous
day. Turning around to see a personal best
is great.”
While he chose not to compete in the final
for the freestyle event, he won gold in the
men’s multiclass 200m individual medley
and will compete in that event at the World
Championships.
Matt, who was born 15 weeks premature, has
cerebral palsy and a vision impairment. He
has competed at the past four Paralympics,
winning two gold medals, one silver and four
bronze medals.
“Every Games I’ve been to has been amazing
in its own way,” he said. “Athens was the
first Olympics and I was only 16-17 years old
then, so it was quite special and pretty scenic.
The Beijing Games was an amazing cultural
experience; London, the way it was presented
was just amazing and Brazil was another great
cultural experience.”

2012 London
Gold - 4×100m freestyle relay
Silver - 100m freestyle S7
3 Bronze - 200m individual medley
SM7, 100m breaststroke SB7 and
4×100m medley relay
2016 Rio de Janeiro
Bronze - 200m individual medley SM7
Matt works four days a week at Westpac. He
trains for 20 hours a week, waking at 4am most
weekdays to be at the pool by 5am.
“As a local I’ve been coming to North Sydney
[Olympic Pool] since I was a kid, but it’s great
to be training here now too. I’ve definitely
improved in all areas, and I’m enjoying training
outdoors and in a 50m pool.
“Stephen’s been a great coach in the short time
I’ve been here, he’s very patient and attentive
to my technique. It’s also great to be in an
environment with people that want to do the
same thing I want to do.”
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FROM THE MAYOR

Under the North District Plan developed
by the Greater Sydney Commission, the
North Sydney local government area has a
target of an additional 3,000 dwellings by
2021. I like the cultural and street life that
dense urbanisation brings, so I can see
the benefits of the proposed population
increase.
However, it also raises concerns that we
need better planning for open space. The
demand for playing fields in North Sydney
already outstrips supply and Council staff
have to juggle competing requests from
sports clubs at the start of every summer
and winter sport season.
Council is doing all it can to meet growing
demand. We have acquired property in
Crows Nest, an area with limited open
space, and are planning to significantly
extend the Hume St park. A few years
ago we put artificial turf in at Cammeray
Oval and this has maximised the use of
the ground. However, many residents have
expressed concern that artificial turf is
not good for the ecology and plans to
install artificial turf on Anderson Park have
been put on hold pending a new plan of
management for the ground.
While I can see the benefits of artificial
turf in creating a durable playing surface

this. The Klyde Warren Park in Dallas was
constructed over a section of the Woodall
Rodgers Freeway and provides for a mix
of passive and active reaction, including
space for games, a botanic garden,
reading room, playground, play fountain
and jogging path.

that copes with all kinds of weather, I also
understand the impact it has when a part
of the complex ecological chain in an area
is broken.
In reality, while Council’s initiatives are
excellent, they are a band-aid solution to
a growing problem. We need parks with
trees and grass for our environmental and
emotional wellbeing and we need playing
fields for our health and fitness.
If we are to pursue a development agenda,
then we need to pursue creative solutions
for more playing fields that doesn’t
sacrifice our existing open space. We need
to think big and start planning for the next
20 years, rather than play catch up after
each new wave of development.
I’ve gone on the record saying we should
explore playing fields over the Warringah
Expressway. There is a precedent for

If that’s not possible we should be looking
at multi-storey sports complexes. If we can
work and live on multiple levels, then we
should be able to play basketball, hockey
and netball on multiple levels too.
Let me be clear here. I’m not suggesting
that our local parks become sportsfields
or that we build new sports complexes in
our residential areas. We can incorporate
sports facilities within new developments
in our commercial areas without any
detrimental impact to the community.
We should not have to prioritise our
environment over health or sport over
passive recreation. We can and should
have both. I’ve spoken to the new member
for North Shore about these concerns and
would like to see the State Government,
Council and community work together to
plan for open space in North Sydney that
will meet our needs now and in the future.
If you have your own ideas on how we can
achieve this, I’d love to hear from you.

Concepts of Hume Street Park

MAYOR
CREMORNE WARD
TUNKS WARD
VICTORIA WARD
WOLLSTONECRAFT
WARD
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GREEN OASIS FOR ST LEONARDS
The creation of a new ‘pocket park’ in the
heart of St Leonards will begin shortly,
establishing a green oasis for residents,
workers and visitors in the middle of
the bustling CBD. Mitchell Street Plaza,
situated between Pacific Highway and
Atchison Street, will be transformed into
an outdoor urban hub as part of Council’s
plans to upgrade public spaces in St
Leonards.

Final concept: Mitchell Street Plaza

The redevelopment includes a small
grassed pocket park, new seating, paving,
plants, lighting and bike racks. A green
wall along Pacific Highway will provide
shelter and a sound barrier for the pocket
park while also creating a new visual
landmark for St Leonards.
As the Plaza is being turned into a shared
zone with significant traffic calming
measures, this will prioritise pedestrians
and put a 10km-per-hour speed limit on
motorists.
The project is being funded by a Voluntary
Planning Agreement (VPA) and Section
94 Developer Contributions. This is part
of Council’s ongoing strategy to ensure
that all new developments deliver tangible
public benefits for the community.

NEW STATE GOVERNMENT LEVY
Ratepayers will see a new State
Government levy on their rate notice
for the 17/18 financial year. The Fire and
Emergency Services Levy (FESL) has
been introduced to help fund Fire and
Rescue NSW, the Rural Fire Service
and the NSW State Emergency Service.
Please note, this is a NSW Government
levy that Council is required to collect
on its behalf.
The FESL contribution will appear as a
separate item on your rates notice. The
contribution consists of:
• a fixed charge based on FESL
property classification which is
applied to all properties
• an ‘ad valorem’ levy, which is
calculated on the land value of the
property
The land value is determined by the
Valuer General. All ratepayers should
have received a letter from the Valuer
General advising of the value of their
property. If you have any questions
regarding the value of your property,
contact the Valuer General on

1800 110 038 or email valuationenquiry@
property.nsw.gov.au
Owners should also have received a letter
from Council advising of the classification
of the property as residential, commercial
or industrial. If you have concerns about
the classification of your property, please
complete a review form (available on
Council’s website) and email it to
council@northsydney.nsw.gov.au
For further information about the FESL,
please visit www.fesl.nsw.gov.au or
contact the FESL information line on
1300 78 78 72 or email FESL.info@
treasury.nsw.gov.au
The FESL will replace the existing
Emergency Services Levy payable on
home building and contents and motor
vehicle insurance premiums. If you have
questions regarding the impact on your
insurance premiums, please contact your
insurance company or the Insurance
Monitor on www.eslinsurancemonitor.
nsw.gov.au, phone 1300 607 723 or email
enquiries@eslinsurancemonitor.nsw.
gov.au

STATE GOVERNMENT PROJECTS
There are a number of significant
NSW State Government projects
which affect the North Sydney
community, including the B-Line,
Harbour Tunnel and new Metro
stations in Crows Nest and North
Sydney CBD.
While these initiatives are being run
by the State Government, Council
intends to keep the community
informed with regular updates on
our website www.northsydney.nsw.
gov/stategovernmentprojects.
A community petition calling for a
halt to the B-Line bus project can
be downloaded from Council’s
website, or signed at the Council
Chambers, Stanton Library, North
Sydney Olympic Pool and at the Coal
Loader Centre for Sustainability until
30 June.
There are also State Government
hosted feedback sessions about
the Western Harbour Tunnel
and Beaches Link at the North
Sydney Oval Function Centre on
13 and 15 June, from 2pm to 6pm.
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MIRROR IMAGE
A public amenities block in Neutral Bay has
undergone a futuristic makeover complete
with reflective walls to help it blend in with
its green surroundings.
The external mirror-finish stainless steel
cladding reflects the landscape of the
small adjoining park, while the interior
of the block has been fitted out with new
accessible facilities.
There is also a roof garden with ventilated
skylights running over the top of the
amenities block located to the eastern
side of Barry Street car park and directly
behind Neutral Bay Post Office.

CYCLEWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

A new cycleway to connect
North Sydney CBD with
Neutral Bay and Cremorne,
and eventually the Spit Bridge,
is under construction. A small
section of cycle path between
Lodge Road and Ellalong Road,
Cremorne, is already complete
with the new separated
cycleway now open alongside
the existing footpath.
Work on a second section of the
cycle path, along Sutherland
Street, Young Street, Park
Avenue and Ernest Street in
Neutral Bay, is scheduled for
completion in late June.
Riders will be fully separated
from motor vehicle traffic
on busy roads, making it

HIGH STREET STAIRS
The High Street access
stairs in Kirribilli are being
replaced, with work expected
to be completed by the end of
August.
The upgrade includes
demolition of the existing
concrete stairs, leading from
High Street to Milson Park, so
residents need to access the
park by another route.
A new staircase, handrails and
barriers that are compliant
with current codes will be
constructed along with new
drainage and landscaping.

VILLAGE UPGRADES
Ernest Place in Crows Nest
will be getting a revamp in
the coming weeks, with new

paving, bike racks, seating and
decorative lighting set to be
installed between Willoughby
Lane and Alexander Street.
An upgrade of Grosvenor
Street, Neutral Bay will begin in
late June. The work will involve
the installation of new paving,
bike racks, street furniture and
trees between Ben Boyd Road
and Young Street.
Both projects are part of the
ongoing upgrade of our village
centres.

NEW WALKWAY TO
MARY BOOTH RESERVE
The Mary Booth walkway in
Kirribilli has reopened after
an eight-week refurbishment,
including the restoration of all
steel structures and installation
of non-slip step threads.

possible for people of all
ages and abilities to cycle.
New traffic calming measures
will also be installed as part
of the project, such as raised
thresholds at laneways and
new landscaping.
As well as making cycling safer
and more accessible, the work
involves significant upgrades
to the streetscape, including
new paving, drainage, new
street trees and several
thousand new plants.
Other sections of the cycle
path are expected to be built in
the next financial year. Future
stages of the cycle network are
currently in the design phase.

ICONIC
FENCE TO BE
RESTORED
The reconstruction of the
Bicentennial Fence along
Bradfield Park, between Luna
Park and the Jeffrey Street
Wharf, is now underway. The
work is expected to take a year
to complete.
The original fence along the
northern foreshore was made
of stone. This was replaced in
1986 with the Port Macquarie
Type Iron Railing, which was
chosen to replicate the Sydney
Cove Railing between Dawes
Point and Circular Quay.
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HAVE YOUR SAY
RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR
NORTH SYDNEY

take our survey for a chance to win a
DOUBLE MOVIE PASS
North Sydney Council would like to
assist residents and businesses make
the transition to renewable and carbon
neutral energy sources. There are options
for everyone and for all situations.
Renewables are becoming cheaper while
fossil fuel energy costs are rising sharply.
Please tell us your thoughts and
experiences by completing our short
survey by 14 July and go into the prize
draw for one of five double passes to a
movie, or one of five locally authored
Energy Unlimited books.
To complete
the survey visit
northsydney.nsw.
gov.au/haveyoursay
or scan the QR code.

Vein by
Janet Tavener

SHOULD COUNCIL
SWITCH TO
BIODEGRADABLE
DOG TIDY BAGS?
Since the end of last
year, we have been
trialling dog tidy bags made from waste
corn which, in time, will compost.
While these bags are substantially better
for the environment and will be composted
if placed in the red bin, they are also more
expensive than regular plastic bags.
Please let us know if you think we should
permanently switch to biodegradable dog
tidy bags by completing our survey by
31 July at: northsydney.nsw.gov.au/
haveyoursay

PetBottle Phenomenon
by Miho Watanabe

PrayerTwo by
Jacek Wańkowski

More than 7000 people visited the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability after it was
transformed into an open-air gallery for the 2017 North Sydney Art Prize. The popular
exhibition, which ran from 11 to 26 March, featured a wide variety of evocative,
inspirational and eclectic works by artists from all over Australia.
Seven prize categories were awarded, with the Major Open Award presented to
Janet Tavener for her sculpture Vein. Denese Oates won the Site Specific Award for
her sculpture, Pass to the Present, while Melissa Hartley won the Award for painting,
for The Empress. Kath Fries’ Within & Without won the Award for Sculpture, Katie
Turnbull’s The Artic is an Eye won the Emerging Artist Award, Brooke Thompson’s
Upwelling (Phoenician blue) won the Award for Drawing, and Gloria Florez’s WEII won
the Works on/with Paper Award.

NEW PLAYGROUND FOR FORSYTH PARK
A new playground in the heart of Forsyth Park will soon open to
the public, providing plenty of fun for all the family. Constructed
on an underused lawn area located to the west of the Forsyth
Park Community Centre, the new playground provides a safe
outdoor space for children of all ages.
With great views over lower sections of the park, the playground
has the latest state-of-the-art equipment, including new swings,
a seesaw, roundabout, and a climbing and sliding structure,
with shady seating close by.
The landform in this area is naturally terraced, allowing for
a multi-level play space that ties into the existing landscape.
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150 NOT OUT

North Sydney Oval celebrates its 150th birthday this year.
The iconic sportsground, which has brought pleasure to
generations of Sydneysiders, is undergoing major upgrades
to ensure it remains a significant sporting and cultural venue.

inaugural Women’s Big Bash League, the NSW Rugby Union
Shute Shield Grand Final and international cricket and rugby
games. Later this year we will be hosting the Commonwealth
Bank Women’s Ashes Series day-night test.

The Duncan Thompson Stand is undergoing an extensive
transformation in the coming months. The work involves the
partial demolition of the existing internal walls, floors and
stairs to make way for new changing rooms, medical rooms
and anti-doping facilities that meet international standards.

“While we are delighted to bring first-class and international
sports events to our community, we recognise that the Oval
is also the beloved homeground of the North Sydney Bears,
Northern Suburbs Rugby, North Sydney District Cricket Club
and we are always pleased to welcome our regulars to the
home games.”

The upgrade is part of a suite of works that are being
undertaken to bring the facility up to the standards required
for first-class and international sporting fixtures. Last year a
portable drop-in wicket was installed. This allows the wicket
to be prepared in other areas on the ground and dropped in
as required, leaving an even turf surface for other sports.
The ground also now has a state-of-the-art irrigation system
which ensures the turf gets the right amount of water and
nutrients throughout the year and new field lighting which
will allow night games to be televised. Other improvements
include the structural repair and heritage restoration of the
grandstands, new CCTV and upgrading the bar, kiosk and
merchandising facilities.
Works planned for the 17/18 financial year include improving
the PA system and refurbishing the media towers. New
grandstand seating and an outdoor video screen will be
installed in the following year.
Oval Manager Jennie Devlin said the unique character of the
Oval made it attractive for all kinds of sports. In 2016, the
Oval hosted 125 different sporting events.
“Some of the premier fixtures played at the ground include the
Matador Cup (an Australian one-day cricket competition), the
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YOUR EVENT YOUR WAY

When it is not being used for sport, North Sydney Oval is
well-used for indoor and outdoor events including festivals
and concerts. Open Air cinema has been a fixture each
summer since 2003, with movie lovers enjoying new releases
and old favourites under the stars. Last year, more than 5000
fans attended the Grand Final Footy Show, which was held
inside the Southern Hemisphere’s largest marquee in the
middle of the sportsground.
The Function Centre is a flexible, two-level space that hosts
meetings and conferences, corporate hospitality at sporting
events and a variety of celebrations including weddings,
birthday parties and Melbourne Cup lunches. The Function
Centre can accommodate up to 120 people seated in a

banquet style or 250 people for a cocktail style event on both
the lower and upper levels. A new commercial kitchen was
installed in 2016, where caterers can prepare everything
from a three-course meal to a buffet or canapes.
“The function centre overlooks both the Oval and St Leonards
Park so the view is spectacular. We’ve kept the décor neutral
so that it can be easily dressed with colours and themes to
suit the occasion,” said Oval Manager Jennie Devlin.
“No event is too small for us to assist with. We recently helped
organise a romantic proposal under our Fig Tree, complete
with champagne. Whatever you have in mind, the Oval will
provide a versatile space to deliver your event, your way.”

A UNIQUE PART
OF SYDNEY’S
HERITAGE

A further three stands - named
after cricketers Bill O’Reilly, Charlie
Macartney and Mollie Dive – followed
and the Bob Stand at Sydney Cricket
Ground was relocated to the Oval in
the 1980s.

The North Sydney Oval pitch was first
laid on 6 December 1867, making it
one of the oldest cricket grounds in
Australia. A simple pavilion overlooking
the pitch was built in 1879 but replaced
in 1929 by a larger public viewing stand,
now known as the Duncan Thompson
Stand.

Today, it remains one of Sydney’s most
historic and picturesque sportsgrounds,
with its distinctive architecture, picket
fencing and signature Moreton Bay Fig
Tree casting a shadow over the northern
end of the ground.
While the Oval is undergoing significant
renovation, the features which make

it so special are being retained and
restored to ensure they survive for
future generations to enjoy.

GET IN TOUCH
2 Fig Tree Lane, North Sydney 2060
(02) 9936 8585
ovalenquiries@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

NorthSydneyOval
@NorthSydneyOval
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RECYCLE YOUR HAZARDOUS WASTE SAFELY

Located
at 8 Waltham
St, Artarmon, the
new CRC accepts a
range of hazardous
waste FREE
of charge.

From paint to batteries, there’s now an environmentally friendly and
free way to dispose of problematic household waste. The new Northern
Sydney Community Recycling Centre (NSCRC) allows residents to safely dispose of
hazardous materials and prevent them from ending up in landfill. Located at 8 Waltham St,
Artarmon, the new CRC accepts a range of hazardous waste free of charge.

Most of the items accepted at the CRC can be reused or recycled. These include heavy metals
and components that are harmful to human health and the environment. If placed in the bin,
they contribute to contamination and leachate in landfill. Many household problem wastes
are flammable and corrosive; the CRC disposes of them safely and correctly.
The CRC was established by the Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (NSROC)
which received a grant of $149,549 from the NSW Government’s Waste Less, Recycle More
initiative. North Sydney is operating the facility on behalf of the other participating councils
- Hunters Hill, Lane Cove, Ryde and Willoughby.
The Northern Sydney CRC accepts the following waste products:

• Paint (oil and water based) • Gas bottles • Fire extinguishers • Fluorescent light
globes and tubes • Electronic Waste (computers, TVs, electronic equipment and small
electrical appliances) • Household batteries • Lead Acid Batteries (car and motorbike
batteries) • Motor and other oils (including cooking oil) • Smoke detectors • Mobile
phones • X-ray films
Only household quantities of these materials will be accepted. This is equivalent to a maximum
of 20 litres or 20kg for each item. When transporting materials protect your vehicle by placing
items on a sheet or tray in the boot to capture any leaks or breaks.

Opening hours: Saturday and Sunday:

8am-4pm

Monday, Tuesday and Friday: 8am-2pm

Location: 8 Waltham Street, Artarmon
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
After our Getting Wise to Waste article was published in the Autumn edition of North Sydney News, we received some questions from
keen recyclers in the community about the best ways to dispose of waste.
What about lids? Can plastic bottle lids,
wine bottle tops and metal jar lids be
recycled too?
Yes, lids can be recycled. Please clean
the container and then leave the lid
on the bottle or jar. Council’s recycling
facility is able to process the container
and lid together.

What should I do with my old smoke
alarm?
Smoke alarms can be dropped off
free of charge at the Northern Sydney
Community Recycling Centre (CRC),
8 Waltham St, Artarmon.

Can foil be recycled?
Clean and intact aluminium foil can be
recycled. If you have little bits of foil,
from chocolate for example, roll them
together into a ball and then place it in
the yellow lid bin.

What happens to items collected in
Council’s household waste clean up?
Unfortunately, waste collected in the
household clean-up is sent to landfill.
Council promotes waste avoidance
by supporting companies such as
The Bower and by running various
sustainability workshops. We encourage
our residents and businesses to give
reusable items to charity or to look at
freecycle and free stuff sites. Check out
the Lower North Shore FREE STUFF
Facebook page where you
can advertise unwanted
items and give them
to a good home rather
than landfill.

Can coffee cups be
recycled?
Takeaway coffee cups
have a thin plastic lining and
cannot be recycled, please
place these in the red bin.
However, plastic take away lids
can be recycled, so these can go

HELPING YOU GO GREEN

in the yellow bin. But using a reusable
cup is by far the most environmentally
friendly option and many coffee shops
will even give you a discount on your
coffee if you do.

Can I recycle plastic packaging?
Soft plastics used in packaging can be
recycled in Council’s Customer Service
Centre or the Coal Loader Centre for
Sustainability in Waverton. REDcycle
bins are also available at many Coles
and Woolworths stores. For details
go to redcycle.net.au/redcycle/
locator. Soft plastics include
bread bags, biscuit packets,
rice and pasta bags, newspaper
wrap and plastic shopping
bags. If you’re not sure, do
the scrunch test - if the
plastic can’t be scrunched
into a ball, it’s not soft plastic
and cannot be recycled via
REDcycle.

Green events

My Green Apartment

Sustainable Business

Renewable energy

Want to learn how to set up
a thriving balcony garden,
make your own chemical
free skin care products, build
a worm farm or learn other
sustainable livings skills?
Council runs regular free
workshops. Find out more:
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.
au/greenevents.

Nor th Sydney Council
provides free consultations
to strata apartment blocks on
how to reduce energy bills by
switching to more sustainable
and modern lighting.
Applications close for this
year’s program at the end of
July. Call 9936 8398 or email
sustainabilityeducation @
northsydney.nsw.gov.au to
arrange an assessment of
your building.

If you manage a business in
the North Sydney area, no
matter how small or large,
North Sydney Council’s
Sustainable
Business
Coordinator can help your
company cut back on waste,
water and energy costs.
Contact us on 9936 8317.

Did you know that you can
opt for part or all of your
electricity supply to be
renewable energy, without
having to change your
supplier?
Another option from two
retailers is to select carbon
neutral electricity at no extra
cost. Contact us on 9936 8461.
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Growing our
friendship
Over the past 17 years, North Sydney
residents and Council’s Bushland Team
have planted more than 50,000 trees,
shrubs and grasses in Boorowa to help
with erosion and create habitat for the
threatened Superb Parrot.
In May, students from Boorowa Central
and St Josephs Primary School returned
the favour, planting native shrubs along
the entrance to the Coal Loader platform.
The students travelled to the Coal Loader
for a Parliamentary Friends of Landcare
event which celebrated the ongoing
partnership between Council and the
Boorowa community.
This was the first time the Booroowa
and Landcare groups have visited
North Sydney and also the first time the
Parliamentary Friends of Landcare have
participated in an on-site event.

The next Building Bridges to Boorowa
tree planting trip will be held from
8 to 10 September. New and previous
volunteers are welcome, but please
note booking is essential. To learn more
about this event and North Sydney’s
Bushcare events and volunteering
opportunities, visit Council’s website.

The students and parliamentarians were
given an in-depth tour of the Coal Loader
and were some of the first to set foot on
the green roof, which will be officially
opened to the public later this year.

Now nearly complete, the Coal Loader
green roof is starting to take its final shape,
with solar panels installed on the rooftop
colonnade, and planting and turfing well
advanced.

HELP CRAFT A
FEATHERED FRIEND

Get involved in this year’s Lost Bird Found project
by helping to make beautiful birds that will brighten
someone’s day. As part of Mental Health Month in
October, Council staff and volunteers will hide small
handcrafted birds around North Sydney – and whoever
finds them, can keep them!
To raise awareness of mental health, each bird has
a card attached providing information about mental
health and how to connect with services that can help.
All the birds hidden in North Sydney are made by
members of the community. Free workshops will be
held throughout August and September to handcraft
these unique birds.
If you would like to join a workshop, or better
still, set up one of your own, contact Council’s
Community Development Worker on 9936 8100, email
camelia.tobia@northsydney.nsw.gov.au or visit
www.norththsydney.nsw.gov.au/lostbirdfound
www.facebook.com/lostbirdfoundproject

CALLING FOR
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS
C o u n ci l
has
several
volunteering opportunities
for young people in the North
Sydney area, from learning
about bush regeneration with
our Bushcare groups, to getting
involved in community gardens
with our Streets Alive program,
or helping to preserve our
waterways with HarbourCare.
Council also has volunteering
opportunities at one-off events,
such as the Shoreshocked
Youth Festival and other youth
initiatives. Some programs
may be appropriate for the
Duke of Edinburgh or school
community service hours.
For more information, please
call Council on 9936 8100
or Planet X Youth Centre
at 9959 5537. Alternatively,
visi t w w w.nor thsydney.
nsw.gov.au or fb.com /
NorthSydneyYouthVolunteers

The concrete and sandstone platform is
one hectare in size (you could fit seven
Olympic-sized swimming pools side by
side along its length), and when complete
will be a multi-purpose recreational space
with spectacular views of the harbour.
The green roof will also feature community
‘urban harvest’ plots irrigated by recycled
stormwater.
Register your interest in an urban harvest
plot now to be involved: surveymonkey.
com/r/platformurbanharvest

Council’s Bushland Team is helping Wild Life
Sydney Zoo in Darling Harbour by providing
its echidnas with fallen timber containing
termites from Council’s bushland reserves.
This helps supplement the Echidna’s normal
diet of manufactured ant paste and gives
them a chance to use their normal foraging
behaviour.
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what’s on what’s on

COMMUNITY EVENTS
17 June
Final Drop-in Community
Street Stall for the St Leonards
Park Landscape Masterplan
project, Civic Park, 9am-12pm

21 June
Bollywood Morning Tea,
Crows Nest Centre,
10am-11.30am

WHAT’S ON what’s on what’s on

More information and booking details can be found at northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Primrose Park Artist Studio,
“Wrapture” with Anne
Numont, 1pm-3pm

Primrose Park Artist Studio,
Cyanotype printing with Jane
Theau, 2pm-4pm

3-17 July

14 September

School Holiday Activities
at Stanton Library, check
council’s website closer to the
date

Learner Driver Workshop, Ros
Crichton Pavilion,
6.30pm-8.30pm

30 July

25 June
Primrose Park Artist Studio,
Studio Open Day, 12pm-4pm

Primrose Park Artist Studio,
Studio Open Day, 12pm-4pm

17 September
Sydney Running Festival,
Bradfield Park

23 September
Child Restraint Checking Day,
Council car park, 9am-1pm

HAVE A COMIC CON-VERSATION

Make your mark by Lesley Vamos

Comic Con-versation celebrates the best of local
comic culture with events, exhibitions and talks
across Sydney libraries. During the week-long
festival from 10 to 16 July, Stanton Library is
holding a range of exciting events to suit all ages.

10 July
Life drawing with a twist!
6pm-7.30pm, for ages 15+

11 July
Comic inspired Pixel craft
2pm-3pm, for ages 12-18

Loki, Chibi Fan Art by Matthew Lin

12 July
Making comics as a writer: Finishing your comic
project from idea, to script to completed artwork.
6pm-7.30pm, for ages 15+

13 July
Monstrous creations: A comic making
workshop for kids. 2pm-3pm, for ages 5-12
Comics Lounge
Drop by and see local comic artists at work.
4pm-7pm, for all ages

Bookings are essential for all events, please visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au or contact Stanton
Library on 9936 8400 or at library@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

GARDEN COMPETITION 2017

Avid gardeners and proud green thumbs are invited
to show their creative gardening flair in North Sydney
Council’s 2017 Garden Competition. Entries open from
1 August until 4 September, and judging by a member
of the Professional Garden Judges Association
will take place between 11 and 22 September. All
entrants will be invited to the awards presentation on
10 October. For more information and to enter, please visit
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/gardencomp

PRODUCE MARKET GOES BYO
The Northside Produce Market
is now plastic bag-free. To help
stallholders and consumers cut
back on the amount of unnecessary
plastic bags they use, the North
Sydney Community Centre will be
providing reusable bags at their
market days on the 1st and 3rd
Saturday of each month.
If you’re heading out to the produce
market, remember to take your
own bags. And if you have any
spare reusable bags that you can
donate, please drop them off at
either the Community Centre or the
information stall during the markets.
RAISING AWARENESS
OF HOMELESSNESS ONE STEP
AT A TIME
Help raise awareness of
homelessness by pulling on your
winter woollies to take part in a
24-hour relay on Sydney Harbour
Bridge this August. To launch
Homelessness Prevention Week,
the third annual Northern Sydney
Bridge Relay will begin at 10am
on Monday 7 August and continue
through the night until 10am on
Tuesday 8 August.
The event will start and finish at
The Kirribilli Centre in Kirribilli
and residents of North Sydney
are encouraged to get involved. To
volunteer or register a team to walk
the bridge for a section of the relay,
email: events@rydefss.ngo.org.au.
For further information, visit www.
rydefamilyservices.org.au/br
ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE
FOR REFUGEES
Throughout the month of June, the
North Sydney Community Centre is
holding a Food Drive to help refugees
supported by the House of Welcome
(HoW). To contribute, please bring
a bag of household shopping to
the Community Centre. Both nonperishable food and non-food items
are welcome – help us match last
year’s incredible collection of
over 1,000 bags. More details at
northsydneycentre.com.au

GREEN EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
1 July

30 July

8-10 September

Unwrapped - a guide to
reducing single use plastic,
Coal Loader,
10.30am-12.30pm

National Tree Day –
community planning event,
Brightmore Reserve,
Register at northsydney.nsw.
gov.au 9am-11.30am

Building Bridges to Boorowa,
check council’s website closer
to the date

29 July
Community Nursery Open
Day with free native plant
giveaways for residents,
Coal Loader, 9am-12pm

All workshops are free unless
stated otherwise. Venues
may vary and bookings are
essential. Visit northsydney.
nsw.gov.au /g re e neve nt s
for more information or call
9936 8100.

9 September
Worm Farming, Coal Loader,
10.30am-12.30pm

12 August
Preparing Soil for the Planting
Season, Coal Loader,
10.30am-12.30pm

GURINGAI FESTIVAL
WOMEN’S WELLBEING WORKSHOP

13 June

Women recovering from illness are invited to
attend a free restorative art session exploring
womanhood and wellbeing during this year’s
Guringai Festival. A joint project between
North Sydney Council and the Mater Hospital,
the Women, Water and Wellbeing Art Session
will enable participants to create their own
individual artworks under the guidance of Darug
Aboriginal artist Leanne Tobin and art therapist
Fiona Fitzpatrick.

Explorers Playgroup Guringai Experience
North Sydney Community Centre,
10am-12.30pm, cost $6 - $12

This event on Saturday 8 July is free and all
materials are provided but booking is essential
as spaces are limited. Tea and lunch will also
be provided.

27 June

Bookings must be confirmed by Monday
19 June. To book visit www.northsydney.nsw.
gov.au/womenswellbeing or phone 9936 8192.
The Guringai Festival aims to raise awareness
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
living in the Northern Sydney region. The
festival starts on Sorry Day, 26 May and goes
through to end of NAIDOC Week, 9 July.

Our free annual film-making
project for secondary school
students Years 7-12 is kicking
off again, with applications
open in July.

OTHER GURINGAI FESTIVAL EVENTS:

17 June
The Oldest Foods on Earth: Discussions
& Demonstrations
Northside Produce Market, 10am-11am

24 June
Traditional Basket Weaving, Stanton Library,
11am-1pm, bookings essential
Documentary Film Screening: Utopia
Stanton Library at 10.30am

7 July
Aussie Bush Food - Talk & Tasting
Crows Nest Centre, 10.30am-11.45am

8 July
Water, Women & Wellbeing Art Session
Mater Hospital Cottage, 10am-3pm

Students will learn from and
work alongside industry
professionals on the technical
aspects of filmmaking, screen
writing and production and
get hands-on approach
with creative, theatrical and
design-based workshops.
The final student projects
will be showcased at a final
film screening event at the
Independent Theatre in
November.
To sign-up or find out more,
please contact the Arts &
Culture Officer on 9936 8100 or
artsandculture@northsydney.
nsw.gov.au

Bookings are essential for some events
www.guringaifestival.com.au

WHEN THE LIBRARY LIGHTS GO OUT
Do your kids wonder what happens at the library when it’s
closed? Or what their stuffed toys get up to when we’re all
asleep? We will share their secret world with you at the Teddy
Bears’ Sleepover on Friday 23 June.
Bring your kids and a stuffed toy to Stanton Library for a special
bedtime story and tuck the toys in for a sleepover – come back
in the morning and see what they got up to!
Bookings are essential, please visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au
200 Miller St, North Sydney NSW 2060
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