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CHILL
WITH US

AT A GLANCE
NORTH SYDNEY WINTERLAND
Friday 6 July – Sunday 22 July

AT WINTERLAND
St Leonards Park is being transformed into
a winter wonderland for the July school
holidays with a 24m x 20m ice rink and
snow slide being installed in front of the
music shell. There will be skating sessions
throughout the day and evening and learn
to skate lessons at 9am on Saturday
mornings.
The 17-day winter festival will open on
Friday 6 July with an ice show featuring
some of Australia’s best skaters. There will
also be an opportunity to see experienced
skaters during the session changeovers.
Off the ice, Winterland provides activities
for the young and young at heart, including
rides on traditional favourites such as a
ferris wheel and carousel. A food village,
with outdoor heaters, will sell traditional
European treats: German hot dogs, Dutch
pancakes and hot chocolate.

St Leonards Park, North Sydney

OPENING HOURS

Mayor Jilly Gibson said the Council was
delighted to be partnering with Stars on
Ice to bring the event to North Sydney. “Ice
skating is a fantastic activity that people
of all ages can enjoy and I am sure our
local families will be keen to include it in
their holiday schedule.
“But you won’t have to skate to enjoy
Winterland. The lights, food, music and
rides will make it a magical day or evening
out for everyone.”
At the time of writing, details about the
event were still being finalised. For more
information, including details of how to
book skating sessions or lessons, visit
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Mon – Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

11am – 10pm
11am – 11pm
10am – 11pm
10am – 10pm

SKATING PRICES

(including use of skates)
14 years and over
$22
5 to 13 years
$18
$12
4 years and under

Learn to skate class
(including a free second
session) - $30 all skaters
Penguin Hire
$8
Ice Slide and rides $4 – $10
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Over the past few months I’ve had
conversations with many residents about
the level of development taking place
across the area. Most are embracing
the energy and opportunity that change
and an increased population will bring.
Some are wondering what it will do to
our quality of life.
Change will bring things we like and
probably some we don’t. My personal
view is we need to make the best of it,
so I rather liked this quote from John
Maxwell an American author who
speaks internationally on the subject of
leadership. John says: ‘the pessimist
complains about the wind, the optimist
expects it to change, the leader adjusts
the sails’. As a Council, we need to
adjust our sails, lead our community
and encourage our residents, workers
and visitors to embrace the vibrancy that
inner city living offers.
The Metro line, due to open by 2024, will
be a game changer. The Metro project
once completed, will totally revolutionise
the way we move around and utilise our
CBD.

FROM THE MAYOR

local primary or secondary schools or in
our precious St Leonards Park.

have a calming effect on the villages of
Cammeray, Neutral Bay and Cremorne,
ensuring these centres become more
pedestrian friendly and community
orientated.
During this process, our Council must
negotiate for the best possible long
term outcomes for our community and
adjoining communities. The Deputy
Mayor, Councillor Stephen Barbour, and
I will continue to meet with the Premier
Gladys Berejiklian, the Local Member for
North Shore Felicity Wilson MP and State
Government Ministers. We will lobby
forcefully to minimise any detrimental
effects during the construction period.
Our seat at the table during the project
planning will guarantee that unfiltered
smoke stacks will not be located near our

On a separate note, it is pleasing to
see new events being hosted in North
Sydney, especially at North Sydney Oval.
In recent years Council has undertaken
significant renewal works to ensure
the venue is competitive for first class
sporting fixtures.
I’m proud to say we have two significant
women’s sports matches scheduled at
the Oval in the coming months. On Friday
22 June, the Oval will host the inaugural
Women’s State of Origin Rugby League
match and on Saturday 29 September
Australia will play New Zealand in the
opening match of the women’s T20
cricket.
If you’ve never been to the Oval in the
evening I highly recommend it. The Oval
has a fantastic atmosphere and events
there are a great night out with friends
and families. Save the dates in your
diary and check out Council’s website
for details of other fixtures.

Additional premium grade office space,
new retail areas, food and beverage
outlets and bustling laneways, will
attract locals as well as interstate and
international visitors into the heart of our
municipality. The North Sydney CBD will
become a destination in its own right,
rather than a transport stop on the way
to the City of Sydney.
The Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches
Link will take traffic from Military Road
and Falcon Street, as well as the parallel
rat runs. This new transport option will
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WHITELEY
INSPIRATION
RECOGNISED

The Lavender Bay home of internationally
acclaimed artist Brett Whiteley and his
wife Wendy has been granted State
heritage protection. Whiteley’s house and
gardens are an important part of Australia’s
artistic and cultural history. His home,
studio and views provided Whiteley with
the inspiration for much of his influential
artworks, which won numerous awards
including two Archibald, three Wynne and
two Sulman Prizes.

Built in 1905, the Whiteley family home with
its harbourside setting, terracotta tiles and
Federation style detailing is quintessential
Sydney of the 20th century. While the family
originally lived in an apartment at the
bottom of the house, it eventually became
one dwelling when the two apartments
were combined in 1974. The home was given
its unique character with the addition of the
tower that originally housed a staircase.

STONE WITH A STORY
The foundation stone of Penshurst, a
large Tudor-style house that overlooked
Neutral Bay from 1885 to 1968, has been
installed in front of the Council Chambers.
Penshurst was designed by Walter Liberty
Vernon, Government Architect and an
Alderman in St Leonards Borough, for
his family home. The house was probably
the earliest expression of English-Revival
architecture in Sydney.
Vernon was a proponent of English-Revival
architectural style which influenced the

design of schools, post offices and fire
stations across NSW, including the Neutral
Bay post office. When Penshurst was
demolished to build townhouses in 1968,
the Vernon family salvaged the foundation
stone bearing the date of construction and
initials of Walter’s wife Margaret ‘MAV’.
The stone was recently donated to Council.

The heritage listing includes Wendy’s Secret
Garden, the adjacent parklands, a section of
the Lavender Bay foreshore, the Lavender
Bay Jetty and the waters of Lavender Bay.
Wendy’s Secret Garden has been created
by Wendy Whiteley over many years on
an unused, weed-infested area near the
railway siding. In 2015, the State Government
signed a 30-year lease with Council for the
management of the land and a trust has
been established to protect the garden into
the future.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Kesterton Park in North Sydney has been
revamped with a new playground and
outdoor fitness area, incorporating an
exciting range of new equipment for users
of diverse ages and abilities.
The playground has been upgraded with
an expanded play area that includes a new
multi-person spinning pyramid, a free-form
cable climbing structure and a larger set of
swings. For adults and teens, a new outdoor
fitness facility has been built next to the
playground allowing families to multi-task
and exercise while the children play.
A new over-water walkway connects
Kesterton Park to the neighbouring Sub
Base Platypus which
opened in May as
a new public space
(see below).

NEW HARBOUR-SIDE PLAYGROUND
SUB BASE PLATYPUS OPENS
The HMAS Platypus site was opened to the public in May for the
first time in 150 years. The area, renamed Sub Base Platypus,
is being progressively redeveloped by the Sydney Harbour
Federation Trust as a waterfront urban park.
The first stage offers a new submarine-themed playground, BBQ
and picnic area and a new over-water walkway that connects to
Kesterton Park and the North Sydney ferry wharf. The playground
and pocket park are open every day during daylight hours.
When completed, the new public space will host a mix of recreational, community and commercial activities including events,
exhibitions, visitor accommodation, cafes, art spaces and business tenancies.
The site was formerly a gasworks factory that was partially resumed by the Commonwealth Government as a torpedo manufacturing
facility during the second World War. In 1967, it became the base for the Royal Australian Navy’s Oberon Class submarines and
was renamed HMAS Platypus.

YOUR RATES AT WORK
PROTECTING COMMUNITY HEALTH
Most people know that
Council’s Environmental
Health Officers (EHOs) carry
out inspections at food
businesses to make sure they
are handling food hygienically
and safely. But did you know
that EHOs also play an
important public health role
monitoring cooling towers and
commercial swimming pools
and spas?
There are more than 300
cooling towers in the North

Sydney local government
area that regulate temperature
in large buildings. Poorly
maintained cooling towers
can be a breeding ground for
bacteria, including Legionnella
bacteria. People who breathe
in Legionella can develop
Legionnaires disease, a form of
pneumonia that is potentially
fatal.
To keep the community safe,
our EHOs carry out annual
audits of the cooling towers

to ensure the building owners
are operating, cleaning and
maintaining the towers
properly.
Council also keeps a register
of commercial premises
with a swimming pool and/
or spa pool. The annual pool
inspection includes carrying
out a series of chemical and
microbiological tests of the
pool water and evaluating the
pump-room, changing rooms,
bathrooms and surfaces.
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BUSHCARE TURNS 25

2017
TREES, SHRUBS & GRASSES
11,000

planted locally by Bushcare volunteers

10,000

It is 25 years since Council received a grant us for 10 and 20 years and have developed
propagated by the community nursery
to employ its first Bushcare Coordinator, good bushland knowledge and skills.
but the roots of Bushcare in North Sydney
“But the program isn’t only about bush
go much deeper. In the early 1980s,
planted in Boorowa
regeneration. The groups form strong
Council contracted the National Trust to
do rehabilitation works in Balls Head and local communities and many volunteers
used labour from employment schemes tell us how much they enjoy the social improvements in bushland along the
interaction.”
Point. Some individuals and families have
to clear lantana in Brightmore Reserve.
adopted an area that they help to maintain,
At the same time, residents who had heard The Bushcare program has expanded while others make a financial contribution
about the bush regeneration movement over the years to incorporate several new for a professional regenerator to do the
had started looking after the bushland in programs. The first of these was Wildlife work.
other areas such as Smoothey Park and Watch which was established in 1996
Cremorne Point. By 1993, when Council as a way to monitor wildlife in the area. The Bridges to Boorowa program began
received its grant, there were seven or Residents record all their wildlife sightings 17 years ago in conjunction with the local
eight groups of residents caring for which help the Bushland Management Landcare group. Each year Bushcare
Team to know what is happening during volunteers travel to Boorowa to plant
bushland in the area.
the hours they aren’t on the ground. In 2017, natives on farmland. The plants reduce
The convergence of Council and volunteer volunteers committed 191 hours to record
erosion and salinity and provide habitat
efforts formed the basis for Bushcare more than 1200 wildlife observations.
for
the endangered Superb Parrot. Last
which has continued to this day. Bushcare
year,
for the first time, students from two
The
Native
Havens
program
provides
groups were officially established in 1996
Boorowa
schools visited the Coal Loader.
residents
with
support
to
build
and
and there are now 12 groups meeting
fortnightly or monthly to work in our maintain native gardens within their own From the early years, Bushcare volunteers
properties. The gardens provide food, have propagated plants for Council using
bushland reserves.
shelter and habitat for native fauna. There
local seeds. In recent years this has been
“One of the strengths of the Bushcare
are now almost 300 Native Haven gardens
formalised through the community nursery
program has been the commitment of
in the program.
at the Coal Loader where volunteers
residents to the program,” said Bushcare
Coordinator Andrew Scott. “We have Adopt a Plot began in Cremorne Point in assist in the propagation of plants for the
volunteers who have been working with response to people who wanted to see Bushcare programs to use.

5,724

Photo by Matthew Keighery

COMING HOME

that has been made,” said Gareth Debney,
Bushland Management Coordinator.

As our
bushland has been regenerated, native
“We were very pleased to welcome back
animals have returned to the reserves. In
the Superb Lyre Bird as they are known
2010, a Natural Area Survey found 190
native terrestrial vertebrate species had to be habitat-sensitive and vulnerable to
been recorded in North Sydney, including predators. They also play an important
4 frog species, 20 reptile species, 148 bird ecological role in the bush by helping to
turnover leaf litter, move seeds and spread
species and 18 mammal species.
beneficial microbes. This is important for
Since then, some additional species have
been sighted in bushlands area including the health of bushland reserves, as they
the Superb Lyre Bird and Swamp Wallabies. need wildlife to help with seed dispersal
“The return of native animals to our and cross-pollination of plants between
reserves is a testimony to the improvement our disconnected natural areas.”

6 | NORTHSYDNEYNEWS

LABOUR OF

LOVE

Cremorne Point residents have always
understood the need to preserve their
beautiful environment. In the 1890s, they
fought to prevent the area from being
mined for coal. A century later, Cremorne
Point residents were among the first to
take up bushland regeneration.

Ann Lyons, who has been a Bushcare
volunteer at Cremorne Reserve since the
North Sydney program started, is a witness
to the environment’s fierce comeback.
“The Bushcare program here originated
from the Precinct meetings and a woman
called Jean Berry who started cleaning up
the bush on her own accord,” Ann said.
“I loved the reserve but it was in need of a
bit of a clean-up. It was dirty, full of weeds,
and it would get trampled during New
Years Eve, so it was quite a mess. We pulled
out the weeds and planted various things
– mainly native trees, bottle brushes and
a range of native grasses.

in the fresh air and meeting new people.” There are about 120 bushcare volunteers
across 12 sites – Cremorne Reserve,
Since then Ann has retired and is now the
Badangi Reserve, Balls Head Reserve;
site convener for the Cremorne Bushcare Harry Howard Reserve; Forsyth Park;
group, which means she is the “volunteers Tunks Park (East and West), Mortlock
voice” and communicates messages back Reserve, Primrose Park, Smoothey Park,
and forth between them and Council.
Brightmore Reserve and the Coal Loader
Nursery.
Council’s Bushland Management
Coordinator, Gareth Debney, said At Cremorne Reserve, around eight regular
community engagement and participation volunteers work on the site once a month.
in volunteer bush regeneration activities Ann still enjoys volunteering and urges
is a cornerstone of Council’s biodiversity others to give it a try.
conservation program.
“I encourage anyone who is interested
to come along and try it. It’s personally
satisfying and you meet a lot of people
and make new friends. It’s physical activity,
you’re bending and you’re stretching which
is important as you get older. You’re not
just standing around, you’re doing work
and you’re creating something special. I
loved it then, love it now and look forward
to continuing Bushcare for a long time to
come.”

“I encourage anyone
who is interested to
come along and try it.
It’s personally satisfying
and you meet a lot of
people and make new
friends...”

“Looking at it now – just seeing grass
where it was dirt for so many years – is
the greatest satisfaction. It’s simple things
like that, that make it all worthwhile. And of “Volunteers involved in our Bushcare,
course, we’ve opened up the magnificent Nursery, Adopt-a-Plot and Wildlife Watch
vista of the Harbour for everyone to enjoy.” programs contribute thousands of hours
Ann started volunteering when she was annually to improving North Sydney’s
still working. Her job kept her indoors so natural environment,” he said.
being a Bushcare volunteer gave her the “Without this effort, our bushland reserves
opportunity to be outside.
would not be in the condition they are
“I found it very relaxing. After working, today. Despite our highly urbanised
it was nice to get out and get down on landscape, North Sydney supports more
my hands and knees and do something than 350 native plant species and close
to protect the environment,” she said. “I to 200 native wildlife species. This level
love being outdoors and being active. I just of diversity would not be possible were it
hate sitting around. It was nice being out not for our volunteers.”
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THE EVOLUTION OF BUSH REGENERATION
When bushland regeneration began at
Balls Head in the 1980s it was viewed as a
relatively simple process – remove weeds
and exotic plants and replace them with
natives. Today, bush regenerators have a
much better understanding of the unique
ecology of bushland and the complex ways
in which flora and fauna are connected.
“Over the years, bush regeneration
practice has evolved through research
and the collective experience of trial
and error,” explained Bushcare Officer
Andrew Scott. “For example, in the early
days regenerators removed large tracts of
lantana because it was a noxious weed. We
then realised we were removing the only
available habitat for small birds such as the
Fairy and Scrub Wrens that help control
insect populations. Without them, insects
can get out of control to the point where
they have a negative impact on bushland
plants, trees and the community.
Clockwise from top left: Acacia terminalis, Banksia flower, Water Dragon, Brushtail Possums,
“Bushland isn’t like a garden, where you can
Striped Marsh Frog, propagating cuttings
plant unrelated species because they look
good together. In the bush every plant and
animal is inter-related and the actions we At the core of bushland health is a layer of Mosman who argued that regenerators
take can have unintended consequences.” topsoil and leaf litter which stores a rich should protect the good bush (areas of
variety of seeds, the soil seedbank, that highest resilience) first, then work out
germinate when conditions are right. If towards the more degraded edges.
this is disturbed through rubbish dumping,
development or drains that bring too much “If the core is healthy then we can work on
moisture or nutrients into the soil, then ameliorating the impacts of urbanisation
the seed is destroyed and the bushland on the fringes,” said Gareth. “We are very
loses its resilience, that is, its ability to strategic in our approach – each bushland
regenerate with full species diversity.
reserve has a plan of management that
“The genetic integrity of the seedbank deals with the reserve in its own context
can’t be replaced by planting a few new and the particular issues that it faces.

Angophora foreshore forest

plants,” explained Bushland Management “For example, in some cases we will
Coordinator Gareth Debney. “The retain dense weedy shrubs on the fringe
ecology of our bushland has developed
of bushland as a means of limiting the
over millions of years and it can’t just be
spread of invasive exotic grasses. We also
recreated. I can’t overstate the importance
try
to time hazard reduction burns with the
of protecting an in situ soil seedbank
seeding
cycle of local Eucalypts because
layer, it’s an irreplaceable asset that’s
fundamental to bushland conservation.” their seeds don’t last in the soil seedbank
and often need an ash bed to germinate.”
The first bush regeneration in North Sydney
was undertaken in the 1980s on Balls Head After 25 years of dedicated care from
by National Trust contractors engaged by Council staff and volunteers, is North
Council. Although the majority of trees Sydney’s bushland secure? “Given the
on Balls Head had been cut down during ongoing impacts, it’s in relatively good
the depression, the seed bank remained condition,” said Gareth, “but it is fragile.
relatively undisturbed and, as a result, the If we stopped proactively managing the
trees and other plants at Balls Head have urban interface our bushland reserves
regenerated reasonably well.
would eventually become a simplified
Council’s Bushland staff follow a method weedy monoculture and the bush as we
pioneered by the Bradley sisters from know it would disappear.”
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MEET OUR BUSHCARE TEAM

Back: Tristram Thomas Front: Rachel Gleeson, Helen Haigh, Gareth Debney, Ramin Khosravi, Clare McElroy, Andrew Scott,

The bushland team is well known to
many North Sydney residents who are
part of a Bushcare program or see the
team out and about in our reserves. As
a group they are warm, approachable,
knowledgeable and passionate about
North Sydney’s bushland. They consider
bush regeneration to be more than
just a job – they’re custodians of our
remnant bushland for future generations
to experience and enjoy.

Tristram Thomas, (widely known as
Trusty) Bush Regeneration Team Leader

We asked them to tell us why they chose
bush regeneration as a career and to
share a memorable highlight. Here’s a
little of what they said.

Clare McElroy, Bush Regenerator

Gareth Debney, Bushland Management
Coordinator
Discovering a colony of Eastern Pygmy
possums in the northern beaches where
we had no record of them occurring was
both thrilling and humbling. We think
we know about the assets we manage
but nature is so complex, surprises like
this are still possible. I felt the same way
recently when we recorded the Longnosed Bandicoots, Swamp Wallaby and
Superb Lyre Bird in Cammeray. The
Council and community working together
to rehabilitate our bushland is achieving
tangible results. This is what motivates
us and drives us to continually improve
our efforts.

The most rewarding thing about bush
regeneration for me is seeing improved
species diversity and the return of
species that are nearly extinct in our
area. For example, we had just one Olearia
microphylla [shrub] in North Sydney,
which we found in Smoothey Park. We’ve
been able to take seeds and cuttings and
now there are four back in the reserve.
Rare species are difficult to propagate so
this was an encouraging result.
One of the most exciting moments was
discovering that Asparagus Fern can be
sprayed with Metsulfuron! Yes, I’m joking,
but I spent years restoring endangered
coastal swamp and forest communities at
Dee Why and Narrabeen and thousands of
hours swamp crawling. I battled Morning
Glory in sometimes horrendous conditions
– it was challenging but satisfying. I would
dream of finding a length of vine that I
could pull and unravel the hectares of
infestation, just like unravelling knitting.

Ramin Khosravi, Bush Regenerator and
Project Officer
The most satisfying moment for me was
the day our Bushcare volunteers decided
to give a hand to the farmers in Boorowa.
They help plant windbreaks, which reduce
salinity and erosion, shelter cattle and
provide habitat for endangered Superb
Parrot. It’s good to see city people giving
a helping hand to their countrymen.

Rachel Gleeson, Adopt-a-Plot Supervisor
I love seeing native fauna using sites we
have managed - Powerful Owls roosting
in trees, Tawny Frogmouths with babies,
Eastern Water Dragons extending their
range and Wrens feeding through the
sites. I chose bush regeneration as a career
because I wanted to be out in nature and
help restore native habitat for fauna.

Andrew Scott, Bushcare Officer
I think my career choose me, rather than
me choosing it. I grew up in suburbs
adjoining bushland and the other kids
and I would whittle away our weekends
and school holidays in the bush exploring
and building bike tracks. I actually had
a job supervising people restoring the
very same area my father and I rode
our motorbikes - that’s karma no doubt.
I’ve always liked the bush - the smell of
the gum trees, the droning cicadas, the
consuming heat, I feel calm and connected
to it, it’s home to me.

Helen Haigh, Community Nursery
Supervisor
I volunteered on Raoul Island, NZ doing
weed eradication and then worked on
Little Barrier Island doing lizard surveys,
caring for the endangered Tuatara and
helping with other flora and fauna studies.
Looking back I can see that what we did
made a difference in conserving fauna
and flora – this is the very satisfying part
of the job.

NEWS IN BRIEF
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LOCAL ATHLETE

WINS

GOLD
Congratulations to our local
Paralympian and Cremorne
resident Matt Levy who won
gold at the 2018 Commonwealth
Games in the S7 50m freestyle
event. Matt trains for 20 hours
a week at the North Sydney
Olympic Pool, waking before
5am most weekdays to be at the
pool when it opens. Matt has
previously won Gold at the 2012
Paralympic Games in London
and the 2008 Paralympic Games
in Beijing.

TOOLS FOR YOUR TRIP
Transport for NSW has launched a Travel
Choices program to encourage people to
choose the best mode of travel for their
journeys. You can compare options and
travel times on the following apps and
websites:
• Trip Planner helps you plan your journey
- transportnsw.info
• City Mapper
compares driving,
cycling and walking
with real-time
public transport
information citymapper.com/Sydney
• Sydney Cycleways includes free maps
and personalised route planning sydneycycleways.net

POOL REDEVELOPMENT PROGRESSES
Council has taken the next steps in the redevelopment of the North Sydney Olympic Pool,
tendering for design and project management services. It is expected both tenders will be
awarded by July.
In November last year, Council resolved to develop Option 2 of the six options that were
placed on public exhibition in 2015. This option includes replacing the 50m pool, relocating
the gym, widening the 25m pool to eight lanes and updating the crèche facility.
Council is seeking a project manager who is suitably qualified to deliver this significant major
project on time and on budget. The appointed design consultant will be required to develop
a detailed design, development application and prepare documentation for construction.

WHAT ELSE ARE
YOU CATCHING?
A fun harbourside
fishing session
can turn
into a life
or death
situation for
our local pets
and wildlife.
If swallowed
the hook can
get snared in
the tongue,
mouth or lips
and can progress
to the stomach,
risking infection and
perforation which can
lead to death. If you are
fishing from our harbourside
parks, please ensure all fish
hooks are collected and
disposed of in a bin.

REIMAGINING THE CBD
Council is reimagining the future of our
public spaces within the CBD to make them
more engaging and appealing to residents,
workers and visitors. The Public Domain
Strategy will establish a vision for the
CBD’s public domain, identify a suite of
short to long term projects on both private
and public land and put in place a business
plan for delivery.
We want to hear your thoughts about
the ideas that we have been developing.
Have your say through our online survey,
our workshops or send your feedback
directly to us. Find out more at yoursay.
northsydney.nsw.gov.au/CBD-PDS
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PLATFORM OPENS TO PUBLIC
An additional hectare of green space is now activities in the future. “We registered the
available for residents with the opening Platform as a venue for the ABC Star Gazing
of the Coal Loader platform. The platform, Guinness Book of Records attempt on the
which was originally used as a coal transfer 23rd of May and had a great response from
depot for steamships and the local market, the community.
has been transformed into a multi-purpose
“Star gazing from the platform really
recreational space and outdoor classroom.
captured people’s imagination. We will
Thousands of people attended the opening be co-ordinating a variety of activities in
festival in March which featured live the future with a focus on broad community
music, food stalls, tours, interactive art, appeal and sustainability.”
workshops and children’s activities. The
You don’t have to wait for an event to
chambers under the platform were opened
visit the platform. It is open every day
for a range of activities including musical
during daylight hours. Find out more at
performances, story-telling and craft.
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/coalloader
Rebecca Farrell, the Events and
Engagement Officer at the Coal Loader,
said that the platform will be used for a
wide range of educational and cultural

METRO UPDATE
Work on the Victoria Cross and Crows
Nest Metro stations continues to
forge ahead. At the Victoria Cross site,
excavation work has begun and an
acoustic shed will be installed over the
site to minimise noise levels.

and Clarke Lane will be closed in both
directions until 9 August. Clarke Lane will
be closed to non-Metro traffic except for
people with vehicle access to parking
from Clarke Lane. Clarke Street and
Oxley Street will remain open.

A bridge is being constructed on the
Crows Nest site over Hume Street to
allow for traffic flow when excavation
and construction work begin. The
construction of the bridge means that
Hume Street between Pacific Highway

For more information and to stay up to
date on the Metro development, visit
www.sydneymetro.info and click on the
station update for Victoria Cross and
Crows Nest.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

WHAT’S ON what’s on what’s on

More information and booking details can be found at northsydney.nsw.gov.au

24 June

26 June

5 July

6-22 July

Primrose Park Artist Studio:
Open Day, Primrose Park,
12pm to 4pm

Reclaim and Reuse! Making
Wall Art, Stanton Library,
6pm to 8pm

Indigenous Artists in
Conversation
Don Bank, 6.30pm to 8pm

Self Portrait Workshop
Primrose Park, 1.30pm to 3pm

26 June

24 July

Winterland
St Leonards Park, check
Council’s website for
opening hours and prices

Books to Movies: Jasper
Jones, Stanton Library,
10.30am to 12pm

The Writing Process
Stanton Library, 6pm to 8pm

Women’s State of
Origin

Have a Comic
Con-versation
Comic Con-versation celebrates the best of
local comic culture with events, exhibitions
and talks across Sydney libraries. During
the two-week-long festival from 9 to 22
July, Stanton Library is holding a range
of exciting events to suit all ages.

10 July
Manga Drawing Workshop
2pm-4pm, for ages 12-18

North Sydney Oval will host the inaugural
Holden Women’s State of Origin Match on
Friday 22 June at 7.40pm. The Women’s
Queensland and NSW representative
teams will come head to head in a thrilling
display of rugby league football.
Tickets can be purchased online from
www.nrl.com/tickets ($10 adults,
under 15s are free). Tickets can also
be purchased at the gate for $15.
5pm Gates opening time | 5.10pm Residents kick off - ISP NSW Residences vs ISP
QLD Residences | 7.45pm Women’s kick off – NSW vs QLD

12 July
Comic Book Dice: a story telling game
2pm-3pm, for ages 8-15

SAVE THE DATE: FREEDOM OF ENTRY

15 July

Freedom of Entry is a time-honoured
tradition dating back to medieval times
signifying bonds of friendship between
a city and a defence force. In Australia,
Freedom of Entry to the City is usually
conferred by a Council as a mark of honour
and support.

Self-publishing for
beginners workshop
2pm-4pm,
for ages 16+
Comics Lab: see
comic artists Naomi
Hatchman and
Tinman Johnson at work
10am-1pm, for all ages

19 July
Draw Off: Matt vs Marcelo
1pm-2pm, for ages 8+

Photo courtesy of Matthew Lin

18 July

Bookings are essential for all events,
please visit Council’s website or contact
Stanton Library on 9936 8400 or email
library@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

On Friday 14 September, North Sydney
Council will confer Freedom of Entry to
the City to acknowledge the area’s long
association with the Royal Australian Navy
and the HMAS Waterhen Naval Base that
is located at Waverton.
The community is invited to support
HMAS Waterhen by watching the march
down Miller Street to Blue Street. During
the event, the Navy will form up outside
the Council Chambers on McLaren Street
where the Mayor will formally grant the
Freedom of Entry.

NORTH SYDNEY

COMPETITION
Avid gardeners and proud green thumbs
are invited to display their creative
gardening flair in North Sydney Council’s
annual Garden Competition. Entries open
from 1 July until 31 August. Judging, by a
member of the Professional Garden Judges
Association, will take place between 11
and 22 September. All entrants will be
invited to the awards presentation night
on 9 October. For more information and
to enter, please visit www.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au/gardencomp

GREEN EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
16 June

14 July

9 August

19 August

Solar Power and Battery
Storage, 10.30am to 12.30pm

Plastic Free Workshop
10.30am to 12.30pm

Bushcare Nursery Tour
9am to 4pm

Native Plant Identification
9am to 12pm

20 June

21 July
Weaving from Weeds
10am to 2pm

Film night: How to Let Go of
the World and Love All The
Things Climate Can’t Change,
Hutley Hall, 6pm to 8pm

23 August

Who made my clothes?
6pm to 8pm

30 June

27 July

Living with Less
10.30am to 1pm

Schools Tree Day
Register at treeday.planetark.
org

Bush Walk: Smoothey Park,
Gore Cove and Berry Island
9.30am to 12.30pm

25 August

11 August

28 July

12 August

Community Nursery Open
Day, 9am to 12pm

Wildlife Watch Walk & Talk
7.30am to 10.30am

Tees for Totes
10.30am to 12.30pm

18 August

29 July
National Tree Day
9.30am to 11.30am

Introduction to Bushcare
9am to 1pm

Native Havens Garden Tour
9am to 1pm

Bushcare Stall: North Sydney
Produce Market, 8am to 12pm

All events and workshops are
free and held at the Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability
unless otherwise specified.
Bookings are essential for all
Bushcare and Green events.
Visit northsydney.nsw.gov.
au /greenevents for more
information or call 9936 8100.

Advanced Worm Farming
10.30am to 12.30pm

GAI-MARIAGAL FESTIVAL
Janet Tavener Vein, Winner 2017

26 MAY – 15 JULY 2018

NORTH SYDNEY
ART PRIZE 2019
The North Sydney Art Prize will
be returning in March 2019.
Next year promises to be bigger
than ever with opportunities
to exhibit installation-based
works and sculptures in the
newly opened chambers,
tunnels and throughout the
grounds of the Coal Loader site
in Waverton. Call for entries
will be open from 1 August to
31 October; keep up-to-date
via Council’s website closer
to the date.

The Gai-mariagal Festival celebrates First
Australian culture and heritage in the North
Sydney region. There are a range of activities
planned from talks, markets, art exhibitions,
film screenings, music concerts and bush walks.
A highlight will be the Bloodlines and Coastlines
exhibition featuring ceramics and works on paper

in celebration of Barangaroo, a courageous
and powerful Cammeraygal woman. For more
information, visit www.northsydney.nsw.gov.
au/gaimariagal

CREATING A CAR CANYON: Marking 50 years of the Warringah Expressway, 1968-2018
A new exhibition is opening on 16 July in the Heritage
Centre at Stanton Library marking 50 years of the
Warringah Expressway. The construction of the
Expressway created a canyon of concrete and tar
that bisected the municipality and destroyed more
than 600 homes in the process. Yet at the time it
was seen as an engineering triumph and a great
solution to traffic. This exhibition uses original plans,
photographs and books to explore the back story and
growth of car culture in North Sydney.

In 1961 British planner and architect Geoffrey Jellicoe
proposed this fanciful solution - he called it Motopia
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Jess Birk, Bloodlines and Coastlines,
2018 (The Red Project)

8 July

Living with Brush Turkeys
6.30pm to 8pm

