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Market serves up

food

and

friendships

TWILIGHT FOOD FAIR RETURNS FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER
Whether you know it as the Twilight Food
Fair or the Noodle Market, the mention of
the popular Friday night event in Civic Park
always opens a floodgate of fond memories.
When the market started in 1990, it was all
about lively music, unforgettable vocals and
dance moves from neighbours, delicious
dishes (frozen fruit dipped in chocolate was
a fan favourite) and happy kids climbing
trees and riding their bicycles. The picnic
blanket and a bottle of wine was also a must.

Twilight Food Fair returns 25 October and
came to the very first one. Back then our runs every Friday night from 5.30pm to 9pm
eldest son Eddy was a toddler racing down until 6 March. To mark the 30th anniversary,
the park on his tricycle,” Trish said. Her Council is planning a special milestone
husband Michael said: “When the Noodle event on Friday 28 February.
Market was suggested, it was a foreign
concept and we all thought what is this?
Crows Nest and North Sydney were
boring places and things like this really
transformed the area and activated the site.”

Trish and Michael, who lived in Hayberry
Street at the time, knew that it was their
civic duty to introduce their new neighbours
The Noodle Market started after then
Rachelle and Adrian to the Noodle Market
councillor Robyn Read asked Council to
when they moved in. “We’ve been going
investigate the idea of setting up a food
for about 20 years,” said Rachelle. “The
market. “I’d been on holiday to South East
Noodle Market is where we became good
Asia and the street markets were so lively,
friends. It’s the best atmosphere, we come
I wondered why we didn’t have anything
early every week.
like it in Sydney. I moved a motion to have
it set up and I’m delighted by what it is now “I love the themes they do for the event
- any kind of community gathering is a really now. There was a Chinese New Year theme
good thing in this disconnected society.”
one year and this Dragon suddenly comes
out and all the kids thought it was chasing
It’s not surprising that after 30 years, the
them – it was like Armageddon!”
Noodle Market, now known as the Twilight
Food Fair, is still bringing just as much joy They all remember a time when it rained,
to the community. There are more kids’ but it was still too early to leave so they took
activities and children and adults are still cover under the eaves of the Ros Crichton
bopping to live tunes in the amphitheatre. Pavilion and enjoyed the rest of their night.
Two couples who have seen the evolution of “We were always the last to leave and, as
the market are Adrian and Rachelle Tulloch, we walked home, we would be singing the
and Trish Kroll and Michael Quinnell. “We whole way,” Michael said.

TWILIGHT MEMORIES

Kate Stockdale Fabulous! Used to go
with my husband for a cheap date night
when mortgage rates were through the
roof. Continued to go when the kids were
born, now 26 and 24. Used to enjoy Sunday
lunches as well. Last season enjoyed
the entertainment and all the little ones
dancing near the Council Chambers.

Lisa MacDonald - I was 22 when the Noodle
Market started. The market was a space
where I could meet up with my friends, we
could buy ourselves an affordable yummy
dinner and relax in a really lovely outdoor
setting. Growing up and living on the North
Shore, there wasn’t anything else that
offered this great combo. My friends who
had grown up in the area would always
be running into somebody they knew, so
there was a sense of community and of
safeness too.
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FROM THE MAYOR

I’m heading into my eighth year as
Mayor of North Sydney and can say with
certainty that there is never a dull day
in this job. The breadth of projects and
services provided by local councils is
enormous and our busyness has been
amplified by the infrastructure projects
and private residential and commercial
development taking place within our area.
This edition of North Sydney News will
give you an idea of what I mean. We have
exciting projects underway including a
new plaza at Crows Nest and uprading
the forecourt of our beautiful North
Sydney Oval. We are also pushing on
with renewing our essential infrastructure
and on page 4 we’ve included photos to
show you what’s involved in maintaining
our stormwater drainage network.
At the same time we’re planning for the
future and on page 9 you can read about
two important planning studies that are
underway for Neutral Bay and North
Sydney. However, councils aren’t just
about the built environment.
As you’ll see on pages 6 and 7 we’re
tackling environmental issues like the
loss of tree canopy and the high level of
microplastics that wash up on Berry Island
Beach. We’re also setting a bold new
vision to make our CBD smoke free and

MAYOR
TUNKS WARD

VICTORIA WARD
WOLLSTONECRAFT
WARD

With so much happening here, the
Bushcare trip to Boorowa was a complete
change of pace. I went in September to
sign a Memorandum of Understanding
with Hilltops Council and the Boorowa
Community Landcare Group to support
the project for the next five years.

we’re bringing people together through
art projects, events and community
services.
Our comprehensive event program
ranges from small talks and workshops
through to major festivals for thousands
of people. Everyone has their favourites
– mine include BBQ by the Bridge on
Australia Day, which is always a very
happy day, and Bradfield Bark. Over the
past few years I think I have patted every
adorable mutt in North Sydney.
But I think the record for most popular
outdoor event is held by the Twilight Food
Fair which is now in its 30th season. It
feels like everyone in North Sydney has
attended the Twilight Food Fair (or the
Noodle Market as it was once called). If
you don’t believe me just ask around. But
allocate some time, because everyone
has a favourite memory of this event!

North Sydney Council doesn’t have
any sister city relationships, but our
relationship with the community of
Boorowa (town population 1,211) is the
essence of what a sister city relationship
should be. Every year members of our
community travel to Boorowa and give
their time planting shrubs and trees on
farm properties to create habitat for
wildlife and reduce soil erosion and
salinity. To date, 577 volunteers have
planted 65,000 native plants on 40
different properties.
Thirty-nine volunteers went on this year’s
trip and we were joined by the Member
for North Shore Felicity Wilson. Boorowa
isn’t as badly affected by the drought
as some areas, but it is still in drought
and on water restrictions. Rural NSW
is doing it tough right now, so it was a
privilege to be there to celebrate 20 years
of the Bridges to Boorowa project and
commit to another five. Congratulations
to everyone who has contributed to this
amazing partnership.
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PROUD TO BE A SMOKE FREE CBD
North Sydney Council has voted to ban smoking on public
land in the North Sydney CBD after feedback from community
consultation indicated the majority of people were in favour of
the proposal. The ban will be implemented in two stages.
The first stage will focus on spreading awareness of the change
and self-regulation for a three-month period. Footpath decals will
be installed advising people that the CBD is smoke free. Council
will then review compliance with the ban and decide whether
enforcement of the prohibition is needed.
North Sydney Mayor Jilly Gibson said she’s proud that North
Sydney is leading the way in this important change. “Second
hand smoke is detrimental to everyone’s health. We want to
create a safe environment for our community where everyone
can enjoy our outdoor open spaces.
“When airlines first banned smoking there were all sorts of
concerns raised. Well the world didn’t end, smokers still travel, and
now we can’t imagine people smoking on a plane. I’m confident
our community will adapt to this change in our CBD too.”

NEW YEARS EVE TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Four of North Sydney’s prime NYE vantage
points will be ticketed this year. Council
is selling tickets for Mary Booth Reserve,
Bradfield Park, Quibaree Park and Blues
Point Reserve. This means residents will
need a ticket to access these vantage
points.
Tickets can be purchased online from
ticketing agent Ticketbooth for $10 plus a

booking fee of $2.75. Children under two
years are free but still need a booked ticket
(limit of 1 infant ticket per adult).
Twenty per cent of the tickets for each
park have been reserved for residents in
the North Sydney LGA. All tickets will be
sold online prior to the event and no tickets
will be sold at the gate. Visitors will only be
able to enter the parks with a valid ticket.

All ticketed sites will open at 8am for
ticketholders. There will be extensive road
closures on the day near all the vantage
points. Residents in affected areas will
receive an information brochure with
details of road closures and special event
clearways in December.
North Sydney Olympic Pool is once again
holding a NYE event for the 9pm fireworks
and tickets are expected to go on sale in
November. For more information visit
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/NYE

HOW TO AVOID
THE NBN SCAMS

NOMINATE A HERO
Not all superheroes wear capes and the best ones
often go unsung. North Sydney Council is looking for
the cream of the crop when it comes to community
champions with nominations for the Australia Day
Community Awards 2020 now open until 26 October.
The three award categories to nominate local
heroes are: Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the
Year, Community Event or Community Group of
the Year.
Last year’s Community Group of the Year was
Phoenix House in Crows Nest. The youth service
was nominated by the mother of a teenager who was
supported by the not-for-profit organisation.
In her nomination, she said her son was finding it
hard to stay in a mainstream educational institution
to complete the year 10 curriculum. Through Phoenix
House’s Transit program, he was able to complete his
Year 10 Certificate and is now enrolled in a Certificate
II Construction Course at TAFE.
“The Phoenix House youth programs and services
have helped my son to rediscover his strengths
and potential for a better life. He has learnt that his
strengths can be rebuilt if he wants to,” she said.

Kate Lee - Phoenix House

Kate Lee is one of the youth development workers
at the organisation and the case worker of the
young person.
She met the boy through the organisation’s
Transit Education program. “He had low selfesteem and he told me he was broken because
he couldn’t finish school,” Kate said.
“I knew this was not quite true, he had so many
strengths. Gradually over time, he started to
become more social and interact with everyone.
It was nice to see him blossom and make jokes
with his teachers and staff, when before he was
very quiet.”
To nominate www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/ausdayca

The nbn is being rolled out
across the Council area
in the coming months,
To see whether access is
available at your property
go to www.nbn.com.au/
checkyouraddress or call
the contact centre on
1800 687 626
Scammers have targeted
people in areas where the
nbn is being installed. If
you don’t understand how
it works or what you need
to do, ask someone you
trust to assist you.
Please note: the nbn team
never makes unsolicited
calls or door knocks to sell
broadband services. Nor
will nbn advise you are
about to be disconnected,
request payment or ask for
your bank account details.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

STORMWATER DRAIN UPGRADES

FLOWING WELL

Work on Council’s stormwater drainage network is continuing
with 722 metres of drainage pipes being replaced and 562
metres being relined during the last financial year.
The North Sydney local government area has 98 kilometres
of drainage pipes and 5426 drainage pits. The ongoing
maintenance work includes replacing, expanding, realigning
and cleaning pits and pipes, plus regular inspections of the
network using CCTV cameras.
“When local drainage gets blocked it’s usually with tree roots
and leaves,” said Council’s Engineering Infrastructure Project
Manager Jim Moore. “On occasion we have found foreign
objects blocking the pipes, such as hubcaps, bottles and
even bin lids!”
Helping ease the blockage are 26 gross pollutant traps, which
are located within the drainage system. The traps, which
support 60% of the network, collected 527 tonnes of waste
in the 2018/19 financial year.

NEW TOILETS FOR CROWS NEST
Additional toilets are being constructed on Level 1 of the
Alexander St carpark. Council is undertaking the work to
meet the demand for additional public toilets in Crows Nest.
A work zone and a temporary site compound has been set
up on Level 1 and construction should be complete by late
November. Efforts have been made to minimise noise and
impacts to traffic, however, there will be some unavoidable
disruptions.

ST LEONARDS PARK UPGRADE BEGINS
The forecourt outside North Sydney Oval is
being upgraded to allow for a more open,
pedestrian friendly entrance to the popular
sports venue. New paving, seating, lighting
and garden areas will be complemented
by a formal grid of native Cabbage Tree
Palms to provide shade and visual interest.
Fig Tree Lane – important for both
pedestrians and vehicles accessing the
park and North Sydney Oval depot - will
be resurfaced and edged with new stone
kerbing. Pedestrian safety will be improved
through the addition of pram-ramps where
the laneway crosses Miller Street footpath.
The work is part of the first stage of the

NEW

PUBLIC FORUMS

St Leonards Park Landscape
Masterplan, which was adopted
by Council in 2018. Further
stages of work being planned
include the expansion of Tunks
Way, the central pathway which
runs through the park on a
north-south axis.
New lighting and seating will
be installed along the expanded
pathway to make it a more prominent
feature of the park and the Tunks Memorial
Fountain will be restored to its former
glory. The Field Gun located on the
corner of Miller and Falcon Street will be

Community members who
wish to address Council on
items listed in the Council
Meeting agenda can do so
at a public forum held from

relocated to the northern end of Tunks Way
to enhance the visual connection between
the War Memorial and the Field Gun. Visit
Council’s website for more information
about the masterplan.

6.30pm to 7.30pm before the
meeting. Speakers need to
register their interest by 4pm
on the day of the public forum.
The Council meeting will then

follow at 7.30pm. For more
information or to register to
speak, visit www.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au/publicforum

Potential future openings to Link
space, subject to liaison with
adjacent property owners and
future approval. Not part of this
Application.

Potential future openings
to Link space, subject to
liaison with adjacent
property owners and
future approval. Not part of
this Application.
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Properties at 90 and 92 Willoughby Road will also be demolished
to create a 400m2 pedestrian link between the plaza and the
popular shops and eateries on Willoughby Road. When the
new Metro opens in 2024, around 10,000 people are expected
to use the pedestrian link during morning peak hour to walk
between the station and the village.
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Council’s Director of Open Space and Environmental Services
Robert Emerson said Council was pleased that grant funding
was available to progress the project. “At the moment, the
only open space in the centre of Crows Nest other than the
Hume St Park is Ernest Place, which is a very popular area for
parents with children, workers and people who just want to
enjoy a coffee in the sun.
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“With additional development expected on the Metro site, there
will be even more people living and working in the area. I am
confident the new plaza will be appreciated and well used.”
The Crows Nest/St Leonards area is one of the Greater Sydney
Commission’s ‘planned precincts’ that have been targeted for
commercial and residential growth up to 2036. The new plaza
and pedestrian link are the first stage in Council’s plans to meet
the future demand for open space created by additional growth.

+89.09

5

Council identified the need for additional open space in Crows
Nest in 2009. A plan to expand the Hume St Park was adopted
in 2015 and since then Council has purchased properties and
prepared the design plans. The NSW Government has now
provided $3.5m from its Precinct Support Scheme to enable
the construction of the plaza to go ahead.

6 | NORTHSYDNEYNEWS

North Sydney’s tree canopy has declined in recent
years, dropping from a peak of 33.9% in 2014 to
28.2% in 2017. International agencies promote
canopy cover within a range of 25% and 40%,
depending on land use and climate, and North
Sydney Council has set a canopy target of 34.4%.

OUR
CANOPY
COVER
UNDER
THREAT

The greatest loss has been on private land (7.5%),
suburban areas (6.8%), urban areas (5.6%) and
roads (4.7%). Cover on public land has remained
steady with approximately 50% of public land
covered by tree canopy.
Council’s Director of Open Space and
Environmental Services Robert Emerson said
many factors contributed to the loss of canopy.
“In recent years development on private land
has been matched by major public infrastructure
works. Private land makes up 58% of the land
in the North Sydney Council area, so it is not
surprising that the building boom is having some
impact.
“However, many small things are contributing
to the bigger picture. Our local schools have
needed to provide additional classrooms on their
campus, trees have been removed or lopped
to accommodate the B-Line double decker bus
route and residents are sometimes hesitant to
plant trees in case they damage their property
or increase maintenance.

“Roadside trees and vegetation are under constant
threat as they need to be pruned to accommodate
power lines and their root systems can be affected
by the maintenance of underground services such
as sewer, stormwater drainage, water and gas.”
While Council is monitoring canopy cover, it
cannot prevent tree loss in some circumstances.
For example, the State Environmental Planning
Policy SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 and (Vegetation
in Non-Rural Areas) 2017 allows infrastructure
construction, maintenance and expansion with
minimal input from Council or the community in
relation to tree protection.
Council will continue to liaise with other
agencies to advocate for canopy protection.
A range of options may need to be explored
including landowner incentives and regulatory
mechanisms.
In the meantime, Council is encouraging everyone
to take ownership of North Sydney’s tree canopy.
“Our Urban Forest Strategy is built around the
principles of value, protect, maintain, plant and
monitor,” Robert said. “It all starts with valuing
the trees we have and we start to do that when
we understand just how big a role trees play in
improving quality of life.”
You can see the full Urban Forest Strategy on
Council’s website.

TACKLING OUR PLASTIC POLLUTION
A national microplastics survey conducted this
year found Berry Island Beach in Waverton has one
of the highest levels of microplastics in Australia.
The Australian Microplastic Assessment Project
maps the microplastics collected in coastal and
inland waterways across the country.

In marine environments, microplastics can be
ingested unintentionally or mistaken as food by
phytoplanktons, corals, sea urchins, fish, whales,
birds and other marine life. The chemicals in the
microplastics have been found to build up within
marine creatures with potentially toxic effects.

Berry Island Beach ranked higher than most
other collection points, with foam and fragments
of hard plastic forming most of the collected
microplastics.

The term microplastics includes small pieces
of plastic that are manufactured for use in
other products (known as nurdles) as well as
microbeads used in body scrubs and washing
powders. Microplastics also encompasses the
small pieces of plastic that come when larger
plastics such as shopping bags and synthetic
fabrics break down.

Fibre,2.61%
2.61%
Fibre,
Film,7.09%
7.09%
Film,
Foam,
Foam,63.75%
63.75%
Hard
HardFragment,
Fragment,18.94%
18.94%
Pellet,
Pellet,6.69%
6.69%
Soft
Soft Plastic,
Plastic,0.91%
0.91%

TYPES OF PLASTIC FROM BERRY
ISLAND BEACH - FEB 2019

At Council’s microplastics forum in July, Dr
Thava Palanisami said that 80% of marine debris
currently came from land sources. Dr Palanisami
estimated plastic ingestion by humans worldwide
could equate to a credit card a week.
Council has developed a Single Use Plastics Policy
that encourages the use of alternatives to single
use plastics wherever feasible.

NORTHSYDNEYNEWS | 7

WHY WE NEED OUR TREES
There are numerous research studies around the world that identify the benefits of trees for urban communities.
Here are some top line results.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

ENVIRONMENTAL
• Trees help reduce the localised warming caused by heat
trapped by paved and dark surfaces, reducing urban
air temperatures by up to 5°C

• People who live near street trees have lower rates of cardiometabolic conditions (even after age, income and other
demographics are allowed for)

• Trees filter harmful gases and airborne particle pollution,
store carbon and release oxygen

• Patients in hospitals who have views of nature from their
beds recover faster

• Trees reduce erosion, stormwater runoff and filter
nutrients from stormwater before it enters the harbour

• Experiences of nearby nature reduce the stress response
(even when driving and commuting)

• Trees provide shelter and food for many different living
organisms, from micro-organisms in the soil at their
roots through to insects, lizards, birds and possums

• Children diagnosed with ADD show reduced symptoms after
spending time in outdoor green spaces

O U R CH ANG I NG TREE CANO PY

ECONOMIC
• Urban neighbourhoods with large trees and quality
landscapes experience lower crime rates
• Residential property values are increased by up to 20%
by the presence of trees
• Consumers report spending up to 12% more in a
business district that has large trees

THREE WAYS YOU CAN HELP
Join a
Harbourcare
group and volunteer
some time each month
collecting plastics and
other rubbish from our
harbour beaches (see
Council’s website for
details of groups)

Join the Lower
North Shore
Boomerang Bag
Group which meets at
Council Chambers every
Wednesday from 10am
to 1pm to turn old
fabric into re-usable
shopping bags

Think re-usable
– coffee cups, food
containers, water bottles,
fruit and veggie bags,
shopping bags. Buy some
and get in the habit of
taking them with you
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COUNCIL DECLARES
CLIMATE EMERGENCY

North Sydney Council has joined 600 jurisdictions worldwide,
including 22 other Australian councils, in declaring a climate
emergency. At its July meeting, the Council recognised
that “we are in a state of climate emergency that requires
immediate action by all levels of government”.
The Council acknowledged that climate change poses a
threat to the future of cities, including the North Sydney
local government area, and noted that carbon emissions
in Australia are increasing.
The Council resolved to write to the Prime Minister, Premier,
and relevant Federal and State Ministers asking them to act
urgently to address climate change and its impacts and to
submit the resolution to Local Government NSW for debate
at the next conference.
The Council also called for a report which will look at
introducing or strengthening existing policies that help
reduce carbon emissions and provide budget for climate
change initiatives within the Delivery Program.
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STORIES HELP FAMILIES CONNECT
One of the hardest aspects of having a child
with a disability or developmental delay
can be the feeling of isolation. To celebrate
its 40th anniversary, EarlyEd North Sydney
has launched two new resources that tell
the stories of other families who have had
similar experiences.
Family Voices gives parents the opportunity
to share what they wish they’d known
when their baby was first diagnosed with a
disability. EarlyEd making a difference over
40 years is an interactive online timeline
that explores the journey of their early
intervention programs and the stories
of children and their families who have
benefited from these services.
Milsons Point resident Patricia, whose
daughter Kate attended EarlyEd, is one of
these parents. “For me, the time spent with
mothers who understood the challenges,

who walked in my shoes,
was invaluable,” she said.
“I am quite sure that the
support of other mothers
in the early years was
crucial to my own journey
of understanding. Plus, we
had a lot of laughs!”
The support and expertise at EarlyEd
also helped her daughter Kate. “It was so
heartening to watch her reach her goals
and it gave us much hope for her future. I
am sure that the early intervention helped
her to reach her full potential, and I am so
proud of her. Kate now lives independently
with Rob (who also attended EarlyEd),
with support, and works full time. She is
without doubt the happiest person I have
ever met.”

as part of UNESCO’s International Year
of the Child, before settling permanently
in Cunningham Street, North Sydney,
with the help of Council. Other EarlyEd
centres have since opened in Western
Sydney, but North Sydney remains the
central focus for the organisation, its
groups, events, training and intervention
services. EarlyEd now supports nearly 600
children with disabilities, including autism,
developmental delay, Down Syndrome,
chromosomal disorder and others.

EarlyEd first opened in 1979 in Cremorne,

To find out more visit www.earlyed.com.
au or call 9923 2727.

supporting Cheree Toka’s Campaign to get
10,000 signatures for Parliament to discuss
permanently flying the Aboriginal Flag on
the bridge.

finalists in August and on 14 November
will announce the winning centre, which
will receive $10,000 to go towards
reconciliation initiatives.

“Our children, especially the three to
five-year-olds, understand the concept of
fair and unfair in relation to an inclusive
society. So far, they have helped collect
around 2,500 signatures.”

Kelly’s Place also recently won an AntiBias Award - organised by the Social
Justice in Early Childhood Foundation – for
promoting equality and inclusion for all.
Katie added: “We are aware of what stories
we read to children and the message they
are conveying. We foster families’ inclusion
of everyone, regardless of culture, religion,
gender or needs.”

Kelly’s Place children visited Bradfield
Park to see the Aboriginal flag flying on
the Harbour Bridge

FLYING A FLAG
FOR
RECONCILIATION
Kelly’s Place Children’s Centre in Crows
Nest is one of three early childhood centres
in Australia to be selected as a finalist
for the Narragunnawali Award, which
recognises exceptional commitment to
reconciliation in education.
Katie Newton and Ben White, Directors of
the not-for-profit centre which is supported
by Council, said the children at Kelly’s Place
sing an Acknowledgement to Country
every morning and raise three flags - the
Australian, the Aboriginal and the Torres
Strait Islander flags. They are taught what
each flag means and the cultural history
that goes with them.
“This prompted one child to ask why
the Aboriginal Flag is not on the Sydney
Harbour Bridge,” explained Katie. “We
helped the children research why this is
the case, which led to Kelly’s Place kids

Kelly’s Place also uses Aboriginal symbols
in their curriculum and has a native bush
tucker herb garden and a native bee hive.
Narragunnawali judges visited all the

NEWS IN BRIEF
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VISITOR ECONOMY PLANNING THE FUTURE OF NEUTRAL BAY
TOWN CENTRE
STRATEGY
North Sydney has the opportunity to
expand its visitor economy by targeting
high yield groups who are already visiting
the area. Council’s draft Visitor Economy
Strategy identifies visiting friends and
relatives, business travellers, women and
over 55s with an interest in heritage and art
as groups who would be attracted by North
Sydney’s culture and tourist attractions.
The draft Strategy recommends Council
leverage the area’s existing strengths
to encourage visitors to choose North
Sydney or extend their stay by a few days.
The Strategy identifies the connected
community, living heritage and dynamic
centres as features that would attract these
target groups.
“North Sydney is socially connected
and that is evident in the myriad of local
events that take place every week,” said
Joseph Hill, Director of City Strategy.
“These events are attractive to domestic
and international travellers who want to
experience the culture of an area, not just
visit the major attractions.

Council is preparing a Military Road Corridor Study to guide future development and
renewal in Neutral Bay. Two discussion papers, incorporating a range of options for
the area, have been on exhibition for public comment.
Under the existing planning controls, Neutral Bay will potentially lose 1,350 office jobs
as mixed-use buildings are redeveloped to include more residential and less commercial
space. This will impact retail businesses and vibrancy.
Three options were proposed for community consideration. Option 1 allowed for
buildings to increase from 5 storeys to 6 to 8 storeys south of Military Road. This would
maintain commercial office space and vibrancy with a marginal increase in the height
and scale of buildings.
Option 2 allowed for 8 storey buildings across the town centre to potentially provide
community facilities, more open space and new pedestrian links. Option 3 allowed
for 8 to 14 storey buildings on key sites to enable the delivery of community facilities
and/or the relocation of the Grosvenor St carpark underground to create a full-sized
plaza above.
Feedback from an online survey and other community engagement will inform the draft
Study, which will be reported to Council before going on public exhibition for comment.

“North Sydney also has a tradition of
adaptive re-use of its heritage buildings
so travellers who are interested in history
really enjoy destinations such as the Coal
Loader and Sub Base Platypus. It’s the
same concept when we travel. An art
gallery may be on our bucket list, but it’s
often the coffee in a local café or a walk
around an area that makes the trip feel
special.”
Council consulted with residents,
businesses and tourism operators in the
development of the draft Strategy, which
went on exhibition for public comment in
September. Key recommendations of the
draft Strategy are to:
• create a destination identity for the
North Sydney LGA and develop
supporting visitor services and
marketing strategies
• promote key heritage assets such as
North Sydney Oval
• support the proposed Sydney Harbour
High Line project
• promote North Sydney as the half-way
point on the Bondi to Manly walk
• support the Sydney Harbour Federation
Trust’s vision for Sub Base Platypus
Tourism and hospitality are key contributors
to the Australian and local economy. In
2017/18, the total tourism and hospitality
sales in North Sydney LGA was $714.3m.

NORTHERN CBD PLANNING STUDY UNDERWAY
A planning study focused on the northern end of the CBD is being developed by
Council ahead of the arrival of the Victoria Cross Metro station in 2024. As there will
be a secondary entry to the Metro station located at the corner of McLaren and Miller
Streets in North Sydney, the study will focus on this area and extend broadly north to
Falcon Street and west to the Pacific Highway.
The initial consultation is helping Council identify the valued characteristics of this part
of North Sydney and what the community would like to see in the future. The planning
study will look at how the desired character for the precinct can be preserved and
how any development pressure arising from the arrival of the Metro station should
be managed.
The study will also identify possible public domain improvements and explore
opportunities to achieve public benefit within or on the fringe of the precinct. The
community will be asked to give further feedback once the draft study is complete.
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DYEING BRINGS
FABRIC TO LIFE
This October is a busy month for Haruka Kobubu, the Coal
Loader’s current artist in residence. She is putting the finishing
touches to artworks that will feature in a group exhibition at the
Grace Cossington Smith Gallery later in the month and also
running a natural dye course and a free workshop at the Coal
Loader artist studio.
But rather than being daunted by this busy schedule, Haruka
is excited about spreading her artistic wings. Having her own
dedicated art space at the Coal Loader has allowed Haruka to
create larger-scale installations, as well as source leaves, plants
and flowers to naturally dye her woven artworks which focus
on landscapes.
“I prefer to use natural materials that don’t damage the
environment,” says Haruka. “I feel this helps connect my artwork
to nature. It has also helped me connect to the land here, which
is very different to where I grew up [Japan].”
It was the community garden, with its fragrant herbs and native
flowers, which first attracted Haruka to the Coal Loader. The
mother-of-one started volunteering in her spare time, meeting
new friends as she helped weed, prune and harvest the crops.
That’s how Haruka, who holds a Masters research degree of Fine
Arts from UNSW Art & Design, heard about Council’s Artist in
Residence program. As the Coal Loader artist in residence until
February 2020, Haruka finds daily inspiration looking out of the
window of her rustic studio.
Along with the various dyeing techniques, Haruka uses a
Japanese stitching tradition called “Senninbari” where each
knot of thread represents the weaver’s wish to tie and secure a
dear one to safety and wellbeing.
To find out more about Haruka’s upcoming exhibition Arboreal
Narratives at the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery from 19 October
until 2 November, visit gcsgallery.com.au or to find out about
Haruka’s private workshops visit www.cosmososmosis.com

Haruka has a Studio Open Day on 23 October and a children’s
workshop (booking essential) on 27 October. To find out
more about Haruka’s work at the Coal Loader, upcoming
open days and workshops, visit Council’s website.

FIND IT, KEEP IT, SHARE IT
Eagle-eyed bird spotters are in for a treat this month as
hundreds of handmade birds will take flight from North
Sydney to help raise awareness of mental health. Over
the last few months scores of volunteers and more than
20 groups have helped create the birds - which come in
all shapes, materials, colours and sizes – for Council’s
Lost Bird Found initiative.
Now in its sixth year, Lost Bird Found has grown in size
and scope year on year. More than 2,000 birds have
been created this year and will be hidden across North
Sydney and beyond during October to coincide with
Mental Health Month.
Each year, one in five Australians aged 18 to 65 experience
a mental health issue, and most people are touched by
mental illness in some way or another. Anyone who finds
a Lost Bird is asked to share a photo on social media or
tell others about it, to help break down barriers and make
it okay to talk about mental health.
For more information, follow Lost Bird Found on Facebook
and Instagram, or visit Council’s website.

COAL LOADER SHORT COURSES
The Coal Loader has launched a new
quarterly short course series which gives
participants an in-depth introduction to
different sustainability practices for a
subsidised fee. The first short course is
An Introduction to Permaculture on 30
November and 1 December which gives
participants an overview of multiple
aspects of sustainable living through home
food production. Booking is essential. Find
out more at www.northsydney.nsw.gov.
au/coalloader or find the Coal Loader on
Facebook or Instagram.
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GREEN EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
9 October

24 October

14 November

28 March

Bushcare Adventures –
Wildlife Show, 10.30am to
12pm

Bushcare Nursery Tour,
9am to 4pm

Common Garden Insects,
6pm to 8pm

Earth Hour, Tunnel 1, time TBC

27 October

15 November

WEDNESDAY WELLNESS IS BACK

Bushcare Kayak – Lane Cove
River, 8am to 2pm

Clothes Swap, 6pm to 8pm

10 October
Bushcare Adventures –
Spotlight Walk & Talk,
6.30pm to 8.30pm

3 November

Bushcare Adventures –
Shadow Puppets, 10.30am to
12.30pm

Sustainable Food Workshop:
plant-based eating and meal
planning (Part 2), $30pp, must
have attended Part 1, Mess
Hall, 10.30am to 2.30pm

12 October

10 November

Vertical gardening, 10.30am to
12.30pm

Floating Landcare,
7.30am to 4pm

13 October

13 November

Coastal Open Space System
Tour – Gosford, 8am to 4pm

Wild Pollinator Count,
10am to 1pm

11 October

SAVE THE DATE
Crows Nest Festival

Willoughby Rd, Crows Nest,
Sunday 20 October
10am to 5pm.

Now in its 30th year,
the event has 200 stall
holders, four stages and
entertainment areas,
inflatable rides, a petting
zoo, pony rides, craftspeople,
street entertainers and
musicians.

BBQ by the Bridge

Sunday 26 January,
Bradfield Park,
10am to 4pm.
Live music, free kids activities,
stallholders selling barbequed
food from around the world.
Best spot to watch the
Harbour program.

Bush Tucker Plus,
10.30am to 12.30pm

24 November
Snakes About, 9.30am to
12pm

7 December
Growing Native Wildflowers,
9am to 12pm

15 February
Electric Vehicles in
apartments, 1pm to 3pm

All events and workshops are
free and held at the Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability
unless otherwise specified.
Bookings are essential for all
Bushcare and Green events.
Visit northsydney.nsw.gov.
au /greenevents for more
information or call 9936 8100.

MONTHLY COAL LOADER
HISTORY TOURS
Discover more about the
historical Coal Loader site
and its transformation into a
Centre for Sustainability at a
free monthly history tour. Find
out more on Council’s website.

TALK TO THE ANIMALS
Saturday 26 October, 10am to 2pm

Stanton Library school
holiday Events
January school holiday
activities will be announced
on Council’s website on
2 December.

16 November

Free wellbeing classes every
Wednesday, 7am-7.45am,
from 25 September to 1 April.
Classes include Yoga, Tai Chi,
strength training, meditation,
Pilates and laughing yoga.
Classes are suitable for all
levels of experience. Bookings
essential.

Have you ever wanted to smile at a crocodile, pat a python or make
a beehive? Little adventurers will be able to meet real and imagined
animals at this year’s Animalia-themed Children’s Creative Festival
in Civic Park, North Sydney, on Saturday 26 October.

NTH SYD Sessions
& Lunch Club
Council holds two regular
events in the CBD - NTH SYD
Sessions, which is a live
music event held on the third
Tuesday of the month, and
NTH SYD Lunch Club which is
held quarterly. To find out more
about the event program please
see nthsyd.com

Running from 10am until 2pm, the day promises to inspire and
educate young minds about the importance of caring for the natural
world and the animals who call it home. A range of activities will
be available to suit toddlers to 12-year-olds, including music,
dance, puppetry, face painting, wildlife educational displays and
a range of arts and crafts activities developed by local creatives
and children’s services providers.
In the lead-up to the Festival, Council is running a variety of
creative workshops across North Sydney from 19 to 27 October,
including music concerts, movie sing-alongs, as well as arts and
crafts. Bookings are essential - visit www.northsydney.nsw.gov.
au/childrensfestival to find out more.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

More information and booking details can be found at www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au

12 October

19-27 October

Spring Sounds on
The Platform, The Coal Loader,
3pm to 9pm

Children’s Week Creative
Workshops, various locations
across North Sydney.
Bookings essential

13 October
Spring Cycle starts outside
North Sydney Oval

16 October
Bike Brekkie, entrance to
Burton Street Tunnel, Milsons
Point, 7am to 9am

SPRING SOUNDS AT THE
COAL LOADER
Saturday, October 12
3pm to 9pm

20 October
Crows Nest Festival,
Willoughby Road, Crows Nest,
10am to 5pm

25 October until 6 Marh
Twilight Food Fair 30th season
launch, 5.30pm to 9pm. On
will be available, and visitors
are encouraged to bring their
own keep cups and bottles. BYO
picnics are also welcome.

Back for a second year, this
free music festival will feature
a range of artists and activities.
Between 3pm and 6pm, there
will be free, family friendly
activities. From 6pm to 9pm,
the event will transition into
a relaxed evening, allowing
visitors to enjoy the acoustic
sounds and spectacular sunset
views from the Platform pop-up
bar. Delicious food and drinks

every Friday night until
6 March (exluding 20 Dec,
27 Dec and 3 Jan)

Artisans Market/Sustainable
Sunset Christmas Fair at
The Coal Loader, Waverton,
4pm to 9pm

26 October
North Sydney Children’s
Creative Festival, Civic Park,
North Sydney, 10am to 2pm

26 January
BBQ by the Bridge,
Bradfield Park, 10am to 4pm

30 October
Halloween Party, Stanton
Library, 6pm to 7pm, ages 5+,
bookings essential

THE COAL LOADER SUNSET
CHRISTMAS MARKETS
Sunday, November 24
4pm to 9pm
This sunset market will not only
be the perfect place to pick up
gifts and cards for everyone on
your list, but you can also learn a
new skill in one of the workshops
before taking a well-earned
rest at the stunning waterside
bar enjoying the delicious
food and live acoustic music.
The Sustainable Christmas
Market supports fair trade and
local artisans. Gifts include

SUMMER READING CLUB

LAND’S EDGE: PRINTS OF NORTH SYDNEY’S FORESHORES

Register at the Stanton
Library Customer Service
Desk from 2 December
until 31 January

North Sydney Heritage Centre, level 1, Stanton
Library, open until April 2020 during Library hours

Read books. Write reviews.
Win prizes! For kids and teens
of all ages. Collect a prize for
every 3rd, 6th and 10th book
reviews you do. There will be a
closing party in February where
library staff will be handing out
certificates, more prizes and
yummy food.

24 November

Family Fun Day, North
Sydney Olympic Pool,
11am to 2.30pm. Standard
pool entry fees apply.

original art, fashion, handmade
furniture, unique jewellery,
homewares, ceramics, edible
treats and more.

SUNSET SESSIONS
Held on the first Sunday of
the month - 1pm until 8pm
Sunset Sessions at the Coal
Loader are back by popular
demand, featuring live acoustic
music, board games, and
beverages from Tonic Lane and
Flat Rock Brew Café. Come early
to snap up one of the limited
seats at this popular event.

The earliest prints of North Sydney target a British audience
intrigued by the distant colony; they contrast the untamed
wildness of the north shore with the rising ‘civilisation’
of Sydney. From the late 1800s, as artists created prints
alongside traditional paintings and drawings, the portrayal
of North Sydney’s changing waterfront became more
personal. By the early 1960s, printmaking was a bold visual art form in Australia. Printmaking has
enjoyed a revival, inspired by the potential of digital technology. Land’s Edge is an exhibition of
prints from Council’s collection, depicting our foreshores. Artists featured include Ella Dwyer, Robert
Emerson Curtis, Elizabeth Rooney, Peter Kingston and Paul Joyce.
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