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AUGMENTED REALITY
APP COMING SOON

GOES DIGITAL
Thousands of visitors have accessed our digital Coal Loader kids trail since its launch three months
ago, proving the much-loved activity is still as popular as ever.
The kids trail was able to keep tracking through COVID-19 by going digital, allowing families visiting
the Coal Loader to explore the child friendly, walk-at-your-own pace trail using their personal device.
Billy the Bat acts as tour guide, leading visitors to uncover the indigenous and industrial history of
the site, learn about its sustainability features and enjoy native plants, food gardens and animals
including rare microbats and our resident chickens.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has presented many challenges as we have adjusted our usual events
and activities to meet public health orders,” said Coal Loader Coordinator, Danielle Birkbeck. “It’s
great families have been able to get outside, learn about sustainability and enjoy the beauty of this
amazing site.” Visiting the Coal Loader is free and the kids online trail can be accessed by visiting
thecoalloader.com.au.
Above: Christian (10) and Louisa (8) get a chance to use their mum’s phone to access the Coal Loader’s kids trail online.

Imagine seeing the Coal
Loader site operating as it
did 100 years ago or taking
a pic of the kids cuddling up
to a Powerful Owl. This will
soon be possible with a
new interactive augmented
reality app being launched
later this year.
With three digital trails
to choose from, History,
Biodiversity
and
Sustainability, the app
will allow visitors to lead
themselves around the
Coal Loader and see the
site with whole new eyes.
Fun and accessible for all
ages, you will be able to
experience the Coal Loader
like you never have before!
Keep an eye on Council’s
website and social media
pages for the launch date.
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When I was first elected as a councillor,
North Sydney Council didn’t “do” public
art. It wasn’t that the community wasn’t
interested in art – we had hundreds of
entries in our annual art prize each year
and a number of private galleries.
The aversion to public art predated me,
but I’m told it stemmed from complaints
about a sculpture that resembled a phallic
symbol. When the sculpture came down,
public art was quietly filed in the too hard
basket.
Of course, we’ve come a long way since
then. Among other things, we have a great
public art trail, outstanding art exhibitions
at the Coal Loader and dedicated spaces
for artists to work. So I was interested
to read in our customer satisfaction
survey that one of the areas of greatest
dissatisfaction with our residents is our
range of public art. When I dug a little
deeper into the comments, the majority
of respondents simply said there isn’t
enough of it.

FROM THE MAYOR

dislike can grow on us as we see new
things in it over time.
Thankfully, it’s rare for artwork to offend
all the people all the time. When someone
likes a public artwork, it can be one of the
joys in their day. Personally, I am a great
fan of the sculpture in St Peters Park at
the top of Blues Point Road. The panels
reflect the world around it and every time I
see this artwork I feel happier and lighter.

Finally, just as this newsletter was due
to go to print I was thrilled to learn that
Council has been given $1m from the
NSW Government’s Streets as Shared
Spaces program. The funding will allow
us to pilot the partial or full closure of
roads to create additional open space,
including Miller Street, North Sydney
and Burton Street in Kirribilli. I would like
to thank the Member for North Shore,
Felicity Wilson, for her active support
for this funding.

Sometimes we dislike an artwork for
aesthetic reasons such as its colour
or shape. At other times, the subject
matter may challenge or even offend
us. Occasionally an artwork we initially

TUNKS WARD

VICTORIA WARD
WOLLSTONECRAFT
WARD

Overall, the results of the customer
satisfaction survey were very pleasing.
We have high levels of satisfaction across
all measures and levels of dissatisfaction
have decreased. I’d like to pay tribute to
all the staff at Council who work hard to
deliver services to our community and
especially through the pandemic.
Agile and pivot are overused words at
the moment, but I’ve seen some pretty
agile pivoting from staff in recent months
as they have reorganised their work to
meet COVID-19 requirements. Well done
everyone.

It’s good to see there is an appetite for
more public art, however, the days of
complaints aren’t quite behind us. Good
art stimulates our thinking, great art
draws an emotional response from us –
positive or negative.

MAYOR

We have recently been consulting the
community about the placement of an
artwork from Sculpture by the Sea. At the
time of going to print, Council hadn’t met
to resolve a position, but the community
preference was not to place it on the
proposed grassed areas but to find a
third, more maritime backdrop within
the park.
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POOL UPGRADE GOES AHEAD
The redevelopment of the North Sydney Olympic Pool remains
on track with the independent Sydney North Planning Panel
approving an amended DA in July.
The plans retain the key heritage features including the stair tower,
sun deck and harbourside art deco wall while providing additional
facilities that meet the changing needs of the community.
The DA approval was given with some conditions including:
• extending the sun deck across the roof of the café on
Olympic Drive
• minimising the visual and physical impact of structures
near the entrance lobby
• ensuring the pedestrian ramp on Olympic Drive doesn’t
impede access to Luna Park
Council has also agreed to look at how additional shade can be
provided over the children’s pool and will submit a separate DA
for this element of the work.
Expressions of interest for construction have been called and
eight prospective tenderers shortlisted. The Pool is expected to
close later this year, with construction taking two years.
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COUNCIL GETS
TICK OF
APPROVAL

WHAT YOU LIKED…

… AND WHAT YOU DIDN’T

Residents were most satisfied with the
maintenance of parks, ovals and reserves,
waste and recycling, cleanliness of roads and
footpaths and the look, feel and safety of the
area as a whole.

At a glance

Businesses were most satisfied with the
cleanliness of roads and footpaths, customer
service/information provided by Council staff
and the way North Sydney looks and feels,
and 55% were extremely or very satisfied
with North Sydney as a place to do business.

The provision of parking remains a concern
for both residents (mean score of 4.1) and
businesses (mean score 3.96). However,
satisfaction increased 19% for residents and
16% for businesses, so progress is being
made.

— Satisfaction with Council services
has increased among residents and
businesses.
— Residents gave us a mean satisfaction
rate of 5.4 out of 7, up from 5.2 in 2016.
— Businesses scored us at 5 out of 7, the
highest since Council began measuring
satisfaction in 2004.
— The telephone survey undertaken
by Jetty Research comprised 400
residents and 200 businesses which
were randomly selected.

Similarly, residents and businesses had higher
levels of dissatisfaction with the policing of
parking, but satisfaction increased for both
groups, by 6% and 8% respectively.

YOUR PRIORITIES
Residents most value open space, parks and trees, proximity to the Sydney
CBD and the peacefulness of their area.
Along with a focus on more parking and traffic management, the clear
priority is to ensure that development is properly planned and managed.
Enewsletters, Council’s website, brochures and this newsletter are all
equally valued as preferred sources of information.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

INVESTING IN NEUTRAL BAY AND CREMORNE
Council has received a lot of positive feedback from
local businesses and residents in Neutral Bay and
Cremorne who are delighted with the improvements
being made. If you haven’t been to Military Road
lately, we’ve laid 5,175m2 of new paving and installed
new seats, bins and bike infrastructure.
Garden beds have been replanted, along with 46
new trees, and the planter boxes in Cremorne have
been renovated (pictured below right). The work
is expected to be complete by the end of the year.
We’ve also upgraded Grosvenor Lane (pictured right)
and converted it into a shared zone with a speed limit
of 10km/h. The upgrade has enhanced the laneway
and improved connectivity between Ben Boyd Road
and Young Street and to other parts of Neutral Bay.
Council will soon be trialling the closure of Young
Street to create a new plaza in the area after receiving
support for the concept from the community. The
Young Street Plaza would include recreation and
entertainment space for residents and visitors of
all ages which can be used day and night. It will be
a contemporary, creative space to boost the village
vitality and retail activity.
To say the area is looking a million bucks is an understatement – in fact, all these
works are worth more than $13 million.
The Military Road works have been funded from a $10 million grant from Transport
for NSW following the B-line related works in the area, supplemented by an additional
$3.7 million from Council.

COAL LOADER

WARD ST

ON THE RECORD...

VISITOR SURVEY

PARKING OFFER

Council receives thousands
of submissions on public
proposals each year and we
encourage everyone to have
their say on things that matter
to them.

Have you visited the Coal
Loader? You may be a regular
at our events or perhaps you’re
a casual visitor, enjoying the
cafe or our beautiful open
space with your family? Then
we want to hear from you!
The Coal Loader team want
your feedback as part of our
biennial visitor survey so we
can improve our programs and
offerings to the community.

Are you looking for regular
parking in the North Sydney
CBD and want four weeks
free? Council has taken
over management of the
Ward Street carpark and is
offering this special deal for
all customers who take up a
permanent parking space. It’s
worth telling your workplace
about this offer because there’s
further corporate discounts if
five or more parking spaces are
booked.

In the interests of public
transparency and the proactive
release of information, these
submissions will now be made
publicly available on Council’s
website and other relevant
Council sites such as DA
tracking. In some instances, the
content of a submission may be
included in a Council Officer’s
report.
In limited circumstances,
such as when an individual
is an approved silent elector
for personal safety reasons, a
submitter can request that their
details be withheld. For more
information visit Council’s
website.

You can find the survey at
https://yoursay.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au/coal-loader
The survey will close on
Friday 30 Oct 2020.

Located in the heart of the CBD
in Ward Street (just off Berry
Street), the carpark also offers
casual and earlybird parking,
and special rates for night-time
and weekends.
The Ward street carpark has
more than 300 permanent
parking spaces, perfect for
meeting the long-term parking
needs of businesses in the CBD.
For more information, contact
Council today on 9936 8100.

COULD YOUR STREET HAVE A

POP-UP PLAY PARK?
Nominate your street today
to be a pop-up park for a day
or even a few days. Council is
launching a pop-up Street Play
program over spring, where
streets will be temporarily
closed to through traffic for
a day to create a play space.
(Note: access to properties will
be maintained through formal
traffic control).
Council is asking residents to
put their street forward for the
pilot program and to tell us
what activity they would like
to see take place there. Some
of the ideas suggested so far
include street chalk art and
street cricket, but don’t feel
limited by these suggestions
– nominate an activity that
would suit your street and
your community. Visit Council’s
website for more details.
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WE’RE GOING PLASTIC FREE
Council has adopted a single-use plastic policy to phase out the use of plastic in its
operations, events and venues, including facilities hired by the community. To help us
all kick the single-use plastic habit, we’ve also prepared a guide which includes tips for
using reusable materials at everything from a birthday party to a large outdoor festival.
If single use cannot be avoided, the guide includes information on compostable
alternatives that can break down in a home compost or worm farm. To download the
guide, or find out about Council’s other initiatives to help residents and businesses
reduce their plastic use, go to www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/plasticfree

Spring is here, bringing warmer weather,
new life and the Australian Brush Turkey
nest-mound building season! Dominant
male Brush Turkeys began selecting their
mound location by August and started
gathering leaf litter, soil and other
biodegradable material together to form
their large nest mound. While fascinating
to watch, this process can be frustrating
for residents whose gardens either host a
nest or are the source of nesting materials.

BRUSH TURKEY
BREEDING SEASON
GROSS POLLUTANT TRAPS
GET A WORK-OUT
The name may sound gross, but these
remarkable filter traps provide a critical
service to our community by keeping
pollution out of our harbour and
waterways. North Sydney currently has
26 Gross Pollutant Traps (GPTs) located
throughout the area, collecting over 500
tonnes of rubbish, sediments and leaf litter
annually. Last financial year 572 tonnes
of rubbish were collected, which would
normally have gone into the harbour. The
photo (below right) proves how effective
these filter traps really are.
Given the importance of these giant filters,
Council is upgrading a number of GPTs
over the next few years. The GPT in Little
Young Street was upgraded in 2018, the
Hayes Street GPT was upgraded last year
and the Smoothey Park GPT upgrade is
currently out to tender.

Because they are a native species, there are
a number of things you can’t do, including
trapping, removing or harming a Brush
Turkey or dismantling a nest that contains
eggs. However, Council’s Bushland
Management Team can provide propertyspecific advice and actions you can take to
minimise negative interactions with your
local Brush Turkey. Contact the Bushland
Team on 9936 8100 for assistance.

BUSHFOODS GARDEN
REVAMP
Have you ever tasted Warrigal greens?
How about Finger lime, or Pig Face? These
are some of the native bushfoods now
growing at the newly revamped native
bushfoods garden at the Coal Loader.
Planted with a selection of both every
day and culinary popular bush foods,
the garden is maintained by Council’s
Streets Alive and Bushcare volunteers
who meet once a month to plant, harvest
and weed. The garden will be used as a
demonstration garden for workshops on
bushfoods and Indigenous history, and for
cooking classes using some of the delights
lovingly grown in this special place. You
can find the garden near the Indigenous
rock engraving at the Coal Loader.
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ST LEONARDS PARK IMPROVEMENTS

SIRIUS STREET PLAYGROUND

Upgrades to the forecourt area of North Sydney
Oval and the western end of Fig Tree Lane are
starting to take shape. Twenty-four advanced
cabbage tree palms have been installed into
their new home providing large areas of shade
in the forecourt while allowing for free-flowing
pedestrian movement into and out of the Oval
on event days.

This revitalised playground in
Cremorne Point is a delightful
addition to North Sydney’s
collection of children’s spaces.
The playground, which was
funded through the special rate
variation, was carefully designed
to work in with the steep landform
and to capitalise on the shaded
garden setting. The equipment
caters to all levels of mobility and
includes an all-access swing, a
multi-person carriage rocker, a
spinning cable pyramid and
a custom-designed cubby
space with a talk-tube that
connects with the lookout
platform on the lower
level. We hear it got the
tick of approval from one
local child who gave the
construction team a packet
of Tim Tams as a thank you!

KEEP OUR ROADS SAFE
Parts of Milsons Point and the Kirribilli Village Centre are being
transformed into a 40km/h zone to create a safer environment for
drivers and pedestrians. The works are being undertaken in streets
with high pedestrian activity, including Broughton Street, Olympic
Drive, Alfred Street South and McDougall Street. The project is funded
by a $804,000 grant from Transport for NSW.

15 MINUTES FREE IN PARRAWEEN
Council is trialling free on-street parking on Parraween
Street, Cremorne for those who are staying 15 minutes
or less. Following the loss of parking on Military Road, it
is hoped the initiative will help locals support businesses
in the Cremorne Village.
Visit northsydney.nsw.gov.au/15mins for more
information.

COUNCIL NEWS INTO YOUR INBOX
Keep yourself in the loop by signing up to our range
of Council enewsletters. The main Council enews is a
monthly round up of projects across Council and the
What’s On enews will ensure you don’t miss out on
Council-run events and popular events run by other
organisations.
There is also a wide assortment of special interest
enewsletters so you only get information you care
about in your email inbox. Whether you’re interested
in business, sustainability, Stanton Library or something
else, browse the full list on our website and sign up to
the ones that interest you. Look for the enews link in the
top right corner of our homepage.
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KIRRIBILLI AND MCMAHONS POINT VILLAGE UPGRADES

HAVE YOUR SAY

Plans to revamp the popular
Kirribilli and McMahons Point
villages have been completed.
Both designs emphasise
community health and wellness
with a strong focus on walkability,
the establishment of large,
vibrant trees to provide canopy
cover and a significant green
corridor.
The plans for Kirribilli include
creating a green heart in Burton
St and turning the Burton St
underpass into a pedestrian
plaza with street furniture. The
McMahons Point plans include
widening the footpath to expand
outdoor dining, installing
decorative lighting and creating
a pocket park with new public art.

The masterplans set out a
framework for upgrading the
village centres, with the work
completed progressively over the
next decade. Some funding for
village upgrades was identified
in Council’s SRV application and
this will be used with funding
from the capital works reserves
for initial projects over the next
two years.
Both the Draft Kirribilli Village
Masterplan and the Draft Blues
Point Road Village Centre
Masterplan will be on public
exhibition until mid-October.
Visit yoursay.northsydney.nsw.
gov.au.
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Marine Structures
$134,306

Drainage
$120,274
Seawalls
$500,000

SRV REPORT CARD
When councils apply for a special
rate variation they are required to
demonstrate to IPART what they will
do with the additional funds. Here’s a
summary of where the additional income
was spent for 2019/20.

DRAINAGE
With heavier rain events forecast in the
future, investing in stormwater drainage
gives the phrase money down the drain
a whole new (positive) meaning as you
can see from these before and after
photos in Bennett St.

SEAWALLS
Grout is injected into seawalls to fill the
voids created by wave action. At Blues
Point (pictured) the wall was rebuilt,
while in Neutral Bay a low carbon
concrete membrane was applied. The
membrane was coloured and moulded
to match surrounding sandstone.

RETAINING WALLS
Sandstone is part of the unique character
of many suburbs in the North Sydney
Council area. Sandstone retaining walls
are rehabilitated where possible. Where
they cannot be restored, as was the case
in Lodge St (pictured), new sandstone
was used and the wall fully rebuilt.

FOOTPATHS
There are many pedestrian staircases in
North Sydney that create a short cut on
our hilly topography. These sandstone
steps and retaining wall in Cremorne
were given a new lease on life thanks
to $75,000 from the SRV.

Military Road
public domain
$500,000

Retaining walls
$171,705
Footpaths
$75,000
Playgrounds
$200,000
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ADAPTING OUR SERVICE TO COVID-19
Here’s a roundup of recent changes to services in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This information is correct at time of going to print, but please check our website for updates.

COMMUNITY SPORTING GROUPS
The delayed start to the playing season and
general economic conditions of the community
left some local community sporting clubs
with reduced membership, sponsorship and
fundraising opportunities, while having higher
operations costs to run safely in the pandemic.
In recognition of their important contribution to
the health and social vitality of our community,
Council waived their ground hire fees for two
months.

STANTON LIBRARY
Stanton Library is open from 10am to 6pm,
Monday to Thursday and from 10am to 1pm Friday
and Saturday. You are welcome to browse and
borrow from the open shelves. However, due to
capacity restrictions customers are asked to keep
their visit brief. Entry to the library is for Shorelink
Library members only, and you must bring your
library card with you when you visit.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
CENTRE

SUPPORTING
LOCAL BUSINESSES

When you visit our Customer
Service Centre you’ll see new
plastic screens to help keep you
and our staff safe. All visitors
must register on arrival, practise
safe physical distancing and are
encouraged to use hand sanitiser
before entering. Please stay
home if you are unwell and give
us a call on 9936 8100 or contact
us online.

NORTH SYDNEY OLYMPIC POOL

Under the Public Health Order,
councils are assisting cafés
and restaurants to ensure that
businesses are complying with
COVID Safe requirements.
Council’s Environmental Health
Officers have been actively
assisting local operators to
prepare and implement their
COVID Safe Plans. Local
businesses can also get free
floor decals from Council to help
promote physical distancing, as
well as other COVID Safe signage.

The North Sydney Olympic Pool is open for lap swimming in the 50m pool from 6am
to 7pm, Monday to Friday and from 8am to 5pm Saturday and Sunday. Session times
are strictly one hour. Aqua classes are held every day (except Thursdays) at 8am in
the 50m pool with a maximum of 20 participants. Entry for lap swimming and aqua
classes is by online booking only via Ticketbooth.

Our local small businesses needs
your support more now than ever.
Join our ShopLocalNorthSydney
Facebook group to find out more.

Computers are available for booking for a maximum
of 45 minutes each day. Bookings can be made in
person or by phone with Customer Service Desk
staff, or you can walk in and start a session if a PC
is available. Printing, photocopying and scanning
are also available. If you don’t need a computer
but need a space to work, you can also reserve
a study desk. Casual seating and reading areas
remain unavailable for use.

MENTAL HEALTH
How are you feeling? It’s no secret that
this pandemic has the potential to have
a profound effect on your mental health.
Sometimes, it feels good just to share
how you’re feeling and know that you
are not alone. Council’s Lost Bird Found
Project encourages community members
to connect in a fun and creative way by
creating hand-crafted birds and sharing on
social media, helping to spread messages
of hope and support www.facebook.com/
lostbirdfoundproject

If you’re looking for resources to get you
through some of the tough realities of
COVID-19, please visit headtohealth.gov.
au for a comprehensive list of services
available.
BUT - if you’re struggling and need to
speak with someone about how you feel
now, please call lifeline 13 11 14 or visit
www.lifeline.org.au
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A tale of two

NORTH SYDNEYS
We all know that North Sydney is one of the loveliest places in the world! Yet over 17,000kms away on
the east coast of Cape Breton in Nova Scotia, Canada lives another North Sydney that locals believe is
just as lovely as ours. We were delighted to read about this in the winter edition of Northsider magazine
which has kindly allowed us to reproduce the story for those who missed it.

“There’s always a connection to someone”
Melissa Ingliss is a marketing professional for a local corporation
in a First Nations Community called Membertou First Nations.

I

was born and raised in North Sydney and apart from moving
away for university, I’ve always lived in the community. My
husband Mark and I live in a Cape Cod-style home located
on a street with only six other houses. It’s on top of a hill that
overlooks the beautiful North Sydney harbour and is surrounded
by a large field. We can see and hear the Marine Atlantic ferry,
which is one of the only ways to get to Newfoundland, from our
bedroom windows. In Summer, we can also see fishing and sail
boats. We’re a three minute drive from my parents, who share
a home with my maternal grandparents, and a ten minute drive
from my in-laws.
We’ve all heard of seven degrees of separation, but in North
Sydney it’s rarely more than two! There’s always a connection
to someone. Everyone gives back to those who need it most and
you find joy in the simple things - the bite of a sandwich from your
favourite deli, watching lobster boats setting traps on the harbour
and spending time with family and friends. North Sydney is where
I feel most at peace and where I call “home.”

WEATHER

HARBOUR LIFE

From -20°C, 100km winds and
30cm snow days, to 30°C sunny
days, all depending on the time
of year. Our Spring is cool and
rejuvenating, watching flowers
bloom and trees come back to life,
and then in an instant, we have
sweltering days perfect for the
beach. Fall is crisp and beautiful
with rolling hills of orange, yellow,
red and brown cascading around
our small town.

We have plenty of ice in our
harbour from November to
April and sometimes even May.
Locals call the large chunks ‘Ice
Clampers’ and our ancestors
would jump from clamper to
clamper before it was deemed
too unsafe! In the 1950s through
to the 1960s, people would walk
across the harbour when it was
frozen solid. Today’s harbour
is littered with lobster fishing
vessels in Spring and sailing boats
from late Spring until early Fall.
The most recognisable vessel in
our harbour is the Marine Atlantic
ferry.

ALL AT SEA
Fishing is a big part of people’s
livelihoods and you can buy fresh
lobster right off the dock.

Beautiful harbour walk, below
and Melissa’s home, right

Clockwise from below, ice in the harbour, a historic picture of Rahim’s house from 1918, views
of North Sydney, Rahim with a haul of local lobster

MY IDEAL SATURDAY
On a beautiful Saturday, I’ll get a van load
of friends and family and anyone else who
wants to join. We’ll start the day, same as
every Canadian, with a stop to Tim Hortons
(a coffee shop). Then we’ll head up the
Cabot Trail. I’ll have a cooler or two packed
with goodies and drinks to eat and sip along
the way. We’ll stop at all the lighthouses,
beaches and lookouts. Maybe we’ll haul
out the fishing rods and try our hand at
catching an afternoon feed. I’ll probably
end the day at a local pub or restaurant
with live entertainment or even a karaoke
night. A “kitchen party” at one of the van
members’ homes would tie up the evening.

PHOTOS: MELISSA INGLISS AND RAHIM JETHA

“I will forever call it home”

INCLUSIVE ISLAND

North Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada

Rahim Jetha works in hospitality and
tourism.

The island is very inclusive and most signs
are written in English and Gaelic as well as
some in Mi’kmaq, as a large population of
the island are Indigenous.

Population: 5699

I

was born and raised in Toronto,
Ontario. I went on vacation and met
a couple from Cape Breton who
invited me to visit. I immediately fell in
love with this beautiful island and a few
years later, I made the decision to move
here. It’s been one of the best decisions
I’ve made in my life. I live in a beautiful
three-bedroom, two-bathroom home that
backs out on to the beach. The back yard
has a gorgeous ocean view.
I’ve travelled a lot but North Sydney,
and Nova Scotia as a whole, are among
the friendliest places I’ve ever been. The
people are genuine and kind. Everyone is
welcomed with open arms and like longtime friends or family. It’s very rare to pass
anyone without being given a wave, a
smile or a friendly hello. In North Sydney,
I’ve found a beauty and peace that cannot
be matched. I love it and will forever call
it home.

ON THE BEACH
Indian Beach is located right beside the
Newfoundland ferry. You can enjoy live
music there every night in Summer and
throughout the day people enjoy walking
along the sand, sunbathing and searching
for sea glass and seashells.

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
Cape Breton is well known for the Cabot
Trail, a beautiful landscape drive with many
attractions including waterfalls, ocean view
lookouts, parks and the Skyline Trail hiking
route. It’s not uncommon to spot moose,
foxes and other animals. In Sydney, 21kms
away, you’ll find the 70ft Big Fiddle at the
harbourfront, which is a tribute to the
area’s traditional fiddle music, as well as a
lighthouse trail, boat trips to Bird Island to
see the puffins and whale watching tours.

Incorporated: in 1885
Median price for a house:
$116,950 CAD

North Sydney, Australia
Population: 7705
Incorporated: in 1890
Median price for a house:
$2,126,620 AUD

This article first appeared
in the Winter issue of
northsider magazine
www.northsider.com.au

PLAY I SPY WITH US
Council is turning the popular kids’ guessing game, I spy with my little eye, into a
community art project and everyone can play along. Children aged 4 to 12 years
are invited to submit an artwork which illustrates an object, place or activity that
has had special meaning to them this year.
The project provides a creative outlet for children to express how they feel about
the changes that these challenging times have brought to their lives. Children
are encouraged to express their unique world view through a creative medium
of their choice – painting, photography, music, dance, poetry or something
else entirely.
Submissions should be made online in a digital format by 31 October. Selected
entries will be included in an online community art exhibition. Further details can
be found at www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/ispyarts
Follow the exhibition on
Instagram: www.instagram.com/ispyarts YouTube: bit.ly/ispyarts

Markets

Events @ the Coal Loader

The Northside Produce Market
has returned on the first and
third Saturday of every month,
with COVID-19 measures
including hand sanitiser and
reminders to maintain a 1.5m
physical distance. Residents
are encouraged to speak to
their favourite stallholders and
arrange to pre-order so that
they can tap and go. To keep
up to date on the market, sign
up to the market enewsletter:
eepurl.com/cPoN

Wedne sday wellne s s –
Wednesday wellness is
back from Wednesday 30
September. These free outdoor
and physically distanced
wellness classes are held
every Wednesday from 7am
to 7.45pm, throughout spring
and summer. Classes are
free for local residents in the
North Sydney Council area
and include pilates, yoga,
tai chi, meditation, strength
training and more. Suitable
for all levels of experience and
ability. Bookings are essential
as classes are strictly limited.
Visit Council’s website to book.

Please also visit Council’s
website for updates on other
markets including the Kirribilli
markets and Twilight Food Fair.

Online events
• Balcony Gardening
Wednesday 14 October
12pm to 1pm
hosted by Tony Salter
• Backyard Beekeeping
Thursday 5 November
6pm to 7pm
hosted by Vicky from Urban
Beehive
• Native Beekeeping
Tuesday 8 December
6pm to 7pm
hosted by Elke Haege

Coal Loader Tours – Learn
the fascinating history of this
ex-industrial site and how it
has been transformed into a
centre for sustainability. Tours
operate on the first Saturday
of every month at 10.30am

and are aimed at individuals,
families and visitors in small
groups. Bookings essential.
Visit Council’s website for more
details.
Aboriginal Heritage Tours –
Explore the Coal Loader’s rich
history with two Aboriginal
culture and heritage tours on
Saturday 14 November. The
first guided tour will take place
at 10.30am with Karen Smith –
the education officer from the
Aboriginal Heritage Office.
The second tour will take
place at 1.30pm with Koori
Kinnections and will include:
• a hands on session with
traditional Aboriginal tools
and weapons
• a visit to a heritage rock
engraving site
• a visit to the Bush Tucker
garden to learn about
traditional and contemporary
uses of native plants
• a guided walk to the harbour
look-out
Bookings
essential on
the Coal Loader
Facebook page.

Events @ Stanton
Library
Online Author talks – our
popular author talks are now
online. This month, the event
features Australian author
Monica McInerney who will
talk about her new book, The
Godmothers on Wednesday
30 September at 6.30pm.
Stanton Library has 50 free
tickets available for the event.
Bookings essential: www.
trybooking.com/BKXNO
Online film club – join our
online film club on the last
Tuesday of every month.
Login to Beamafilm with your
Stanton Library card number
and stream the selected film.
This month it is Carol – watch
it any time before Tuesday
29 September and then join
a moderated discussion
about the film via Zoom on 29
September at 2pm. Bookings
essential.
Storytime on Instagram –
while we wait to bring back
Story time to the library
safely, you can tune in online
with your favourite children’s
librarians on Instagram
@stanton_library
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