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Bud Coffey knows first-hand the hard yards
that go into creating a beautiful garden, after
all, he’s involved in the maintenance of six
of them across North Sydney.
The retired real estate agent has his own
private garden at his home in Cremorne and
instigated a Streets Alive project around the
corner at the end of the Ryries Parade cul de
sac, pictured above, which has won several
Garden Competition Awards.
With entries now open for the 2019
competition, Bud is keen to enter his Ryries
patch again, and may consider entering one
of the other garden projects he’s involved in.
He’s part of the Primrose Park Bushcare
team, the Shellbank Reserve Streets Alive
project and volunteers in the garden at

CALLING ALL BUDDING GARDENERS
Nutcote, the former home of writer May
Gibbs in Neutral Bay.
As if the father of three children and five
grandchildren is not busy enough, he also
volunteers at WH Brothers Memorial Park.
“I just love beautiful outdoor environments,”
Bud says, explaining why he spends so
many hours toiling away, pulling weeds and
planting blooms in public spaces.
“I’ve got to know so many people through
my gardening. It’s a great way to bring
people together while creating these little
gardens that everyone benefits from.

“Gardening keeps me young – 88 years
young! It’s great for the mind and body –
helps you connect with nature and is a good
workout!”
Despite his success with his public green
spaces in the Garden Competition, Bud has
never entered his own back garden. “I’m not
sure it’s good enough! My garden isn’t very
preened or organised – I just throw every
plant I love in, but maybe I will give it a go.
The most important thing is the taking part.”
To enter your garden, visit Council’s website
or Customer Service Centre. Entries close
Monday 2 September.
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I’ve lived on the lower north shore for a
large part of my life and I cannot recall
a time when we have had so much
construction happening at once. By and
large this is good news. When the dust
finally settles we’ll have a new metro,
more premium grade office space in
our CBD and some great new housing
developments.
In the meantime, we are all living with
more busyness and noise. So it’s not
surprising that construction gets on our
nerves.
In recent months I’ve had a number of
complaints about construction related
matters that I’d like to shed some light
on. The first is the seemingly ad hoc way
in which footpaths are dug up then reinstated.
I’m sure you know what I mean. Council
will replace a footpath and before the
concrete is dry another government
agency or utility will dig it up again.
They’ll repair the pipe or cable, then patch
the area with asphalt. And that’s how it
will stay for a couple of months before
the concrete or pavers are back in place.

FROM THE MAYOR

are reinstated with the correct materials
and to the right standard.

If you’re frustrated with this, you’re
not alone. Council has tried to get
a coordinated approach with other
agencies, advising them when we plan
to do works and encouraging them to
schedule any work they have at the
same time. So far, we haven’t had much
success.
Utilities are supposed to advise Council
before they undertake maintenance
works, but they don’t always do so. And
they can undertake emergency works
without telling us. Once the work is
complete, the utilities often wait a few
weeks to check there are no problems
before advising Council we are free to
reinstate the pavement and send them
the bill.
I have been asked why we don’t just let
utilities reinstate the pavement. The short
answer is quality control. When people
trip on uneven footpaths they can be
seriously injured. Council carries the risk
for this, so we like to ensure our footpaths

The other complaint we often receive
is about noise from night works. Once
again, I can say we are often not the
culprit. Council only schedules night
works when we don’t have a choice – for
example, we resheet major arterial roads
at night at the request of the RMS – and
we always letterbox affected residents to
let them know the work is planned and
promote the works on our website.
Utilities also schedule nightworks for
repairing gas or water pipes or installing
telecommunications or electricity cables.
They juggle the need to maintain supply
for customers and sometimes night work
is their best solution.
The disruptions are one of the downsides
of living in a highly urbanised area. On
the other hand, as residents we have
access to excellent public transport,
thriving village centres with great cafes,
bars and restaurants, some of the best
parkland in Sydney and we all live within
walking distance of our beautiful harbour
foreshore. It’s a privilege I never take for
granted.

It was a pleasure to meet the descendents of former mayor William Henry Brothers (left) and to celebrate the opening of 100 Mount Street,
North Sydney’s newest commercial development
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NEWS IN BRIEF

SRV APPROVED
Council has received approval from the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
(IPART) for a special rate variation to fund infrastructure projects. The increase of
7% for three years, inclusive of the annual rate peg, will apply to all ratepayers,
including those on the minimum rate.

TRAILER PARKING
RESTRICTIONS

General Manager Ken Gouldthorp said the decision to increase rates was not taken
lightly, but was considered the most responsible course of action to enable Council
to renew essential infrastructure and meet community demand for services.
“Council has a backlog of assets in very poor condition such as marine structures,
retaining walls and stormwater drainage,” he said. “The increase will allow us to
tackle this backlog and continue to maintain existing services.
“In approving the rate increase, IPART noted that even after the three years North
Sydney’s rates would still be in the bottom third when compared with other councils
in the Sydney metropolitan area.”
The additional rates will also fund the renewal of the public domain in village centres,
parks, playgrounds and bushland trails.

WAVERTON BOWLING CLUB
Community consultation on the preferred
future use of the Waverton Bowling Club
site will begin in July. When the bowling
club went into liquidation, Council
approached the NSW Government to take
over care and control of the site.

New parking restrictions for trailers
are now in place at Fifth Avenue and
Montague Road, Cremorne, Montpelier
Street, Neutral Bay and Brothers Avenue,
Cammeray. New signage has been
installed, stating No Parking – Motor
Vehicles Excepted in all unrestricted
parking zones in those streets.
Ths signs will allow the unrestricted
parking of motor vehicles while
restricting the parking of all trailers not
attached to a motor vehicle, including
boat and box trailers and caravans.
The new restrictions are in response to
community concerns on the long-term
parking of trailers on local roads, which
affect parking access, road safety and
residential and visual amenity.

Council has been given a six-month lease
so that the condition and risks of the site
can be fully assessed while consultation
is undertaken.

TICKETING FOR NYE
North Sydney’s most popular foreshore venues will be ticketed for NYE this year.
Council has resolved to charge $10 per ticket (plus booking fee) for Bradfield Park,
Mary Booth Reserve, Quibaree Park and Blues Point Reserve. Residents will have
an opportunity to purchase a portion of the tickets in each reserve before they are
released for sale to the general public.
Ticketing has been introduced at the request of NSW Police who are responsible for
crowd safety on the night and who are concerned about the overflow crowds that
travel to North Sydney. Ticketing ensures that individuals know before they leave
home whether they will be able to gain entry to a vantage point. More information
about NYE arrangements will be included in the Spring issue of North Sydney News.

Council will review the parking
restrictions after three months and
report the outcomes back to the Traffic
Committee meeting on 6 September
2019. Community feedback on the
new restrictions will be taken into
consideration at the three month
review. You can make a submission until
11 August via the Your Say section of
Council’s website, by email, or by writing
to Council. For further information visit
Council’s website.

PROPOSED PLAZA FOR YOUNG STREET
A new public plaza is being proposed for Young Street in
Neutral Bay, between Military Road and Grosvenor Lane.
The proposed plaza is in response to community feedback
calling for more open space in the Neutral Bay village.

The concept includes new landscaped areas for community
use, space for outdoor dining, and improved pedestrian access
around the Neutral Bay Village. Community feedback on the
proposal and design options will be reported to Council.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

POOL REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE

THE CONCEPT PLAN IN BRIEF
• 50m pool
• family leisure pool with sunshade
• children’s interactive water play area
• sundeck
• expanded café adjacent to Olympic Drive
• change facilities, including family change
facilities
• grandstand with roof/shade structure and
capacity for 970 people
• expanded 1100m 2 gym suitable for all ages
• 120m 2 crèche with 47m2 outdoor play area on
the ground level

A development application for the
redevelopment of North Sydney Olympic
Pool is being prepared and is expected to
be submitted by the end of the year.
The project includes an updated 50m pool,
family leisure pool and warm water play area.
The design also incorporates a sundeck, a
café on level 3 and an expanded gym in a
new grandstand.
Council voted to move to DA stage earlier this
year after engineers warned the structural
integrity of the 50m pool and grandstand
are deteriorating rapidly and near the end
of their usable life.
Council has included $28m in the current
budget and has secured a $10m commitment
from the Federal Government. A $10m
contribution has also been sought from the
State Government.

The iconic Pool was opened in 1936 to host
the 1938 Empire Games. Eighty-six world
records have been set in its lanes by some
of Australia’s best known swimming legends,
including Jon Konrads, Lorraine Crapp,
Shane Gould and Dawn Fraser.
Today, the Pool is the base for a swimming
school, North Sydney Swimming Club and
North Sydney Masters Swimming Club,
and hosts local school carnivals as well as
community events.
Extensive community consultation was
undertaken at the start of the redevelopment
project with six concept plans placed on
public exhibition. The upcoming DA is based
on a revised Option 2B, which incorporates
the feedback provided by the community at
that time. The community will have a further
opportunity to comment on the plans when
the DA is placed on public exhibition.

NEUTRAL BAY AND CREMORNE PUBLIC DOMAIN UPGRADE
New paving, seats, bicycle racks and garden beds are being installed along sections of
Military Road in Neutral Bay and Cremorne over the coming months.
These public domain upgrades are funded by Transport for NSW (TfNSW) and Council’s
chosen contractor for this project, CA&I Pty Ltd, will be issuing work notifications to
nearby residents via letterbox drops.
These works are expected to be completed by April 2020. For more information visit
Council’s website.

NOMINATE A COMMUNITY HERO
Do you know someone who is making
a difference to the North Sydney
Community? Nominations for the Australia
Day Community Awards 2020 open on
Monday 26 August.
If you know an inspiring volunteer, an
exceptional young person who has
done something worth celebrating or a
community group or event that evokes the

• 4 lane 25m Indoor Pool, warm water pool, spa
and sauna facilities
• additional café, with potential to host events
• 176m 2 retail shop
• covered entry off Alfred Street incorporating
the original heritage entry
• all pool facilities will be fully accessible with
purpose built ramps

LEP REVIEW
A new Local Strategic Planning Statement
and Local Housing Strategy are currently on
exhibition for public comment and feedback.
New rules introduced by the NSW Government
require all councils to review their Local
Environmental Plan (LEP), which guides
planning decisions and development, to
ensure it complies with the Greater Sydney
Commission’s (GSC) Greater Sydney Regional
Plan (A Metropolis of Three Cities) and North
District Plan.
Council has created two strategies to help
guide its LEP review:
LOCAL STRATEGIC PLANNING STATEMENT
(LSPS) outlines Council’s direction for
housing, employment, transport, recreation,
environment and infrastructure for the North
Sydney LGA over the next 20 years and guides
the content of Council’s LEP and Development
Control Plan (DCP).

• Community Event or Group of the Year

LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY (LHS) establishes
where housing will be provided in North Sydney
to accommodate the GSC’s North District Plan.
The LHS considers demographic trends, local
housing supply and demand, as well as local
land-use opportunities and constraints.

For more information and to nominate visit
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/ausdayca
or call 9936 8100.

Have your say on these documents by visiting
https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/lepreview

human spirit, nominate them for an award.
There are three categories:
• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
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RECYCLING RIGHT
Did you know more than 6,000 tonnes of waste is recycled in
the yellow bin from households in the North Sydney Council
area each year? That’s an average of 4kg every week per
household, compared to 7kg of waste going into the red bin.

We can reduce the 7kg if we think more carefully about how we
can divert our waste from landfill. One man’s trash is another
man’s treasure so before you throw it out in the red bin, ask
yourself this – can it be recycled, reused or repurposed?

COMMUNITY RECYCLING CENTRE
What is the CRC? - You can drop off a lot of household problem
waste that cannot go in your kerbside bins at the Northern
Sydney Community Recycling Centre (CRC) in Artarmon.
North Sydney Council manages the site which is a joint venture
between the NSROC Councils (North Sydney, Mosman, Lane
Cove, Willoughby, Hunters Hill and Ryde) and the Environmental
Protection Authority. It’s as easy as driving in, dropping off
your items to staff and driving off. The items are then sent to
processing centres who try to repurpose or reuse them. The
Centre is open Monday, Tuesday and Friday from 8am to 2pm
and on Saturday and Sunday from 8am to 4pm.

Accepted items
You can drop off the following items for FREE
(maximum 20 litres or 20kg):
• paint (oil and water
based)

• household and lead acid
batteries

• gas bottles

• motor oils and others

• fire extinguishers

• smoke detectors

• fluorescent light globes
and tubes

• mobile phones

• electronic waste (eg.
computers, TVs, small
electrical appliances)

• x-ray films

• printer cartridges

MEET THE CRC’S MATT AND DANIEL
Council employs two dedicated staff members to run
the centre. CRC supervisor Matt Wade said around 80
to 100 people come through the centre each day.
“There’s more than 50 CRC centres across NSW but we
are definitely one of the biggest because we service all
of the North Shore, the Northern Beaches, we even have
people coming from the Central Coast,” he said. “We’re
also open on the weekend.
“We have a lot of people come in and tell us they didn’t
realise this place exisited and then they come back as
repeat customers.”

STATISTICS ON

WASTE BEING DIVERTED FROM LANDFILL
Almost 400 tonnes of waste have been diverted
from landfill since the centre opened 2 years ago

Not accepted items
• Household chemicals
and cleaners
• motor fuels

• acids and alkalis

Most popular item collected is paint – 93 tonnes
last financial year

• garden and hobby
chemicals

Around four tonnes of hazardous waste is
collected each weekend
Three tonnes of e-waste is collected each week

OTHER RECYCLING OPTIONS

Coal Loader – You can recycle old printer cartridges,
batteries and mobile phones at the Coal Loader Centre for
Sustainability in Waverton.

REDcycle – Many people don’t know that you can’t recycle

soft plastics through your kerbside bin collection (yellow bin).
The soft plastics can jam the automated sorting machines at
the recycling facility. If it’s soft plastic and can be scrunched
into a ball, it can be placed in a REDcycle drop off bin. The
Woolworths and Coles supermarkets in North Sydney and

Neutral Bay are drop-off locations. Visit redcycle.net.au to
find out more and to find other drop-off locations.

Online community groups – If you do have household
items that you think someone else might benefit from, why
not post it in a local online community group. The Lower
North Shore (Sydney) FREE Stuff and low waste living group
on Facebook is a great example of people connecting to find
a way to repurpose an item. There’s always the local charity
shops too.

AT YOUR
SERVICE

●●●

OUR MOST LOVED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Every week in North Sydney you’ll find people doing laps in
our iconic pool, enjoying a peaceful reading nook at Stanton
Library, cheering on their team at historic North Sydney Oval
or gardening at the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability. If you
haven’t visited these popular recreational areas yet put a date
in your diary today!
North Sydney Olympic Pool – 350,000 + visitors annually
Stanton Library (above) – 488,115 visitors annually
North Sydney Oval (left) – 104,000 + visitors annually
Coal Loader – 161,000+ visitors annually
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OUR MOST POPULAR SERVICES…

… AND THOSE YOU WISH WE DIDN’T HAVE

Council is committed to creating a progressive, vibrant and diverse
community through the services we provide. Some of the services
you tell us you love the most are:

Rates – we have some of the lowest Council rates in NSW,
but we know - who likes paying bills?

Community events and workshops – from workshops for a
dozen people to community events for thousands, there’s
always something to do. Check out the events page on
Council’s website.
Household Waste and Green Waste collections – more
than 42,000 Green Waste and 34,000 Household Clean-up
bookings are made each year. You can book them for a date
that suits you – visit our website or call 1300 799 019.
Verge mowing – grass verges in residential areas are
mowed 14 times a year, helping to keep our streets tidy!

Parking restrictions and meters – nobody likes getting a
parking fine, but we need parking restrictions and meters to
manage demand and encourage turnover.
Skip permits – yes, it’s paperwork, but skip permits ensure
skips are positioned safely and don’t block access or
visibility for cars and pedestrians.
Night Road maintenance work – we try to avoid doing any
work at night, but sometimes we have no other choice.
However, it’s not always Council keeping you awake - other
government agencies can work on infrastructure such as
sewerage and telecommunications cables and they don’t
even have to tell us!

Resident parking permits – more than 5,000 resident
parking permits are issued every year.

QUANTIFYING

OUR SERVICES
70,000 calls to Council a year
130 Face to Face queries a day
More than 1,000 requests for Informal
Access to Information Applications
responded to each year

SERVICES YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT
Community Recycling Centre – Almost 400 tonnes of waste
have been diverted from landfill since the centre opened
(read all about it on page 5)
Graffiti removal – Almost 2,000 square metres of graffiti
was removed in the last financial year as part of Council’s
free graffiti removal program. To sign up for free graffiti
removal from your property phone 9936 8100 or visit our
website.
Cooling tower and swimming pool inspections – Council
undertook 316 cooling tower and 106 pool inspections in the
last financial year. These inspections help keep people safe.
Gross Pollutant Traps – Council has a network of 26 Gross
Pollutant Traps that prevent 465 tonnes of rubbish entering
Sydney Harbour each year. You may never see a GPT, but
you can see the difference they make.

More than 15,000 followers on our
social media sites
More than 150,000 community
newsletters sent out to ratepayers
each year
More than 10,500 e-newsletters
subscribers
43,940 metres of Council roads were
re-sheeted in 2018/19
Almost $1 million allocated in
community grants
99 dwellings were approved by
Council in 2018/19
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PRIMROSE PARK ARTS & CRAFT CENTRE

UPGRADE

The Primrose Park Arts & Craft Centre has reopened after
undergoing an extensive renovation.
Previously split over two levels which could only be accessed by
a staircase, the Centre now has three levels, all fully accessible
by a newly installed lift.
The new layout has created an expanded exhibition space and
allowed for several blocked off windows to be uncovered, letting
natural light back into the building for the first time in years.
The Centre’s traditional photographers’ darkroom - one of the
very few in Australia still open to community access - has been
retained and expanded in size.
A new ramp to the playing fields has also been added, as well
as a state-of-the-art audio visual system. The Centre is now fire
compliant with new fire exits and emergency lighting.
The Centre was originally opened as a water pumping station
in 1922 before becoming a community facility and then an art
centre in the late 1980s.
It is now one of the few community art spaces on the lower
north shore and home to several local arts groups. To find
out more about the Primrose Park Arts & Craft Centre, visit
Council’s website.

CELEBRATING YOUNG
WRITERS

PAW TIME + STUDY TIME

= HSC READY

Stanton Library will have some pawsome
pals on hand in October to help HSC
students keep their head in the books. The
library will be hosting Paws Pet Therapy
dog visits (by registered therapy dogs)
so students studying at the library can
get some pawspiration from a fur friend
during their study breaks.
The library is a great space to study with
a variety of quiet and group study areas
available on all levels of the building.
There is a café in the ground floor
courtyard and a water fountain on the
level 1 balcony.
Five talented school students were
recognised at the 30th Nan Manefield
Young Writers Award for their creative
poems and short stories.
Young writers from 15 local schools
submitted entries this year and the
standards were as high as ever, making
picking the winners a tough job for the
judges.
The 2019 major prize winners for the five
age groups were:
11 years:

Cecilia Lung for A Colour
Deeper Than We’ll Ever Be
(Judge Erin Gough)

12 years:

Adam Zreika for Do
You Ever (Judge Ursula
Dubosarsky)

13 years:

Yolanda Pu for Glass
Bottles of Imagination
(Judge Tim Sinclair)

14-15 years: Emma Walton for Edge
of the Ocean (Judge Will
Kostakis)
16-18 years: Jennifer Hao for El Paraiso
(Judge Ceridwen Dovey)

As well as the Paws pet therapy, the library
will also be hosting exam condition study
sessions. Check out www.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au/HSC in September for more
details.

NORTHSYDNEYNEWS | 9

Be inspired by our volunteers
Volunteering is a wonderful gift to the community. According to the 2016 Census, more than 1 in 5 residents in North Sydney
are volunteers, which is a significantly higher proportion than for Sydney as a whole. To celebrate our amazing volunteers,
we’re sharing the stories of some of the selfless people who contribute to our community every day.
Jackie Wong is a volunteer at the Coal
Loader Community Garden

Cremorne local Jeanette Loewensohn has
been volunteering with the Home Library
Service for more than 10 years.
“I used to take large print books to a lady
named Dr Jean Palmer. Over time she
became legally blind and I began taking
talking books for her. She was a super
lady and a joy to go see. For 11 years I
delivered books to her. But it wasn’t only
taking these talking books, it was let’s go
to Balmoral today Jean. She couldn’t see
anything, but she could smell and hear
the water and she loved it. She passed
away last year. I’m 80 in October.

“When we started volunteering at the
Coal Loader Community Garden, there
were about six people. Now there’s
about 20 to 30 regulars. We’ve been
volunteering here since 2010 so we’ve
seen the site transform into what it is
today. As a volunteer you meet lots of
people who you might not come across
otherwise. The nice thing about working
on a community garden is that you
take care of it together and you share
the responsibility. We are an organic
garden and try and grow unusual heritage
plants and vegetables like pepinos and
tamarillos.
“Once a week we harvest the crop,
rejuvenate the soil with our own made
compost and plant more things. We share
the harvest and there is usually enough
for everyone to take some home. If you
want to join us, you don’t have to know
anything about gardening, just come
along when you can.”

“Someone like me who has their health
and mobility, if I can help someone else,
it’s very rewarding. A lot of the people I
take books to are lonely, or ill or they can’t
get out. They’re happy for you to visit
and have a chat with them. Sometimes
I take them Easter eggs or I take them
flowers, just something to make them
feel significant.”

VOLUNTEER WITH COUNCIL
Bush regeneration and gardening – community
gardeners, Bushcare nursery, Adopt a Plot, Wildlife
Watch, Bushcare (bush regeneration), Coal Loader
Centre for Sustainability guides
Heritage, arts and culture – Don Bank Museum and
Sexton’s Cottage guides, JP Service, family history
research.

VOLUNTEER MUSEUM GUIDE OPPORTUNITIES
Would you like to help us preserve and promote North Sydney’s
heritage? North Sydney Council is looking for volunteer guides
to staff our two local history museums, Don Bank and Sexton’s
Cottage. If you’re interested in the history of North Sydney
and can commit to 2-3 hour shifts per month contact Council’s
Local History department for volunteer opportunities on
9936 8400 or localhistory@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Victoria Whitney has been volunteering
with Bushcare since 2003. She volunteers
at the Brightmore and Primrose sites, as
well as the Bushcare Nursery at the Coal
Loader.
“When I started volunteering for Bushcare
I was busy, working full time. I wasn’t
doing it for the social aspect but rather
the opposite. I was looking for the peace
of the bush and I wanted to enjoy the
sounds of the kookaburras.
“I quickly realised that volunteers are
wonderful people, they really are a
different breed. I’ve realised the value
of that social activity. At the same time if
you have a busy week you don’t have to
think if you don’t want to, you don’t have
to talk if you don’t want to, you can just
sit and weed. The environment is very
kind, and its kind to all sorts of people
and all sorts of moods.”

OTHER VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
AROUND NORTH SYDNEY
• Blue Knot Foundation
• LinkAGE Program
• Men’s Shed
• North Sydney District Cricket
• Primary Ethics
• SES North Sydney
(State Emergency Service)
• St Vincent de Paul and Compeer
• Waverton Hub
• Wendy’s Secret Garden
• Mary MacKillop Place
• May Gibbs’ Nutcote
• Crows Nest Community Centre
• The Kirribilli Centre
• North Sydney Community Centre
• Neutral Bay Community Centre

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT
NEUTRAL BAY
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Interested in making
a difference in the
lives of older people.
The Centre provides a
pleasant community
space for people to
learn or improve their
computer skills, engage
in various activities
such as Tai Chi, Scrabble
and knitting or to just
relax with a cup of tea.
If you’re interested,
contact Pauline or Chris
on 9953 6447 or email
snrs.nbay@gmail.com
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A flock of birds are migrating back to North
Sydney and its surrounds in October and
we’re looking for people to adopt them. The
hand-made birds are part of our Lost Bird
Found project and will be hidden around the area (waiting to
be found).

Lost Bird Found spreads it wings

The project was created by North Sydney Council six years
ago to help raise awarness of Mental Health Month and its
reach has grown steadily. Last year more than 1,000 birds of
all shapes, sizes and materials were created and then hidden,
with birds found in Tasmania and even the UK. Each bird has a
card attached with details of the project and how to find more
information on local mental health services.
Individuals and groups are invited to make birds during the
months of August and September which will then be distributed
in October. For the first time the Coal Loader will be taking part,
hosting sustainable bird-making workshops which will also
be hidden around the site in October for people to discover
and take home.
If you would like to get involved, visit Council’s webpage
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/lostbirdfound, or the project’s
Facebook page www.facebook.com/lostbirdfound or contact
Council’s Access and Inclusion Coordinator on 9936 8100 or
email camelia.tobia@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

BE TRUCK AWARE
With multiple construction projects
underway in the North Sydney Council
area there are many trucks on the roads.
Trucks have blind spots which means
the driver might not be able to see you.
Take extra care when walking, riding
and driving around trucks. For more
information, go online and search: Be
Truck Aware.

Spring 2019

GROWING

FOOD AND FRIENDSHIPS
Do you live in an apartment but want to
be able to grow your own food? Council’s
Harvest Collective program, which helps
apartment dwellers create vegetable
plots, is now open for applications.
Participants are taught how to set up and
maintain a food garden in an apartment
block’s common area.

REPORT

ILLEGAL PARKING

You can now directly repor t
illegal parking by emailing
reportillegalparking@northsydney.
nsw.gov.au. Your email will be sent to
Council’s enforcement staff directly
for action (emails to our council@
address are only viewed during
business hours). You can also call
9936 8100 after hours (until midnight)
and the service will send a message
to the relevant staff members.

To date, more than 10 apartment
buildings have taken part in the Harvest
Collective program, creating 25 garden
beds, planting hundreds of herbs and
vegetables, and composting more than
200kg of food waste.
Applications close at the beginning of
August. More information is available on
Council’s website.

LAUNCH
of NORTH
SYDNEY
HISTORY
WALKS
Council
has
launched a new
s erie s of 10
His tor y Walks
maps to introduce
locals and visitors to the heritage of North
Sydney. The focus is on architecture
because buildings provide an accessible
means of interacting directly with the past,
providing insights into how people lived,
what they thought and how things have
changed.
The walks are designed to bring the walker
back to, or near to, the point of departure.
The closest public transport access
points are highlighted. An indication of
accessibility, degree of difficulty and length
is given for each walk.
Printed maps are available to purchase
from North Sydney Council’s Customer
Service Centre and Stanton Library; $5 for
a set of 10. They can also be downloaded
free of charge from www.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au.
To celebrate the launch of these maps,
Council Historian Dr Ian Hoskins will lead
a free guided tour of the Neutral Bay History
Walk during History Week on Friday 6
September, 10am-12pm, meeting at Neutral
Bay Wharf entrance on Hayes Street.
Bookings essential: email localhistory@
northsydney.nsw.gov.au or call 9936 8400.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

WHAT’S ON what’s on what’s on

More information and booking details can be found at northsydney.nsw.gov.au

23 July

15 August

25 August

15 October

Behind the scenes: North
Sydney Council’s historical
‘treasure trove’, North Sydney
Council Depot, 10.30am to
11.30am, bookings essential

You Can’t Handle the Proof
(Conversation between David
Henley and Alice Klein), Level
1 Stanton Library, 6.30pm to
7.30pm, bookings essential

Artist in Residence (Haruka
Kokubu) Open Day, Coal
Loader Artist Studio,
10am to 3pm

NTH SYD Sessions (live music)
at Greenwood Plaza Rooftop,
12.15pm to 2pm

29 July to 1 September

17 August

Wattle Tree Yarnstorming art
project (29 July) and Wattle
Tree Day (1 September) at
Brett Whiteley Place

Swing dance night, North
Sydney Community Centre,
Civic Park, 6.30pm to 9.30pm,
cost $15, bookings essential

31 July

20 August

Writers @ Stanton:
Homegrown Crime Writers,
Stanton Library, 1pm to 2pm

NTH SYD Sessions (live music)
at Greenwood Plaza Rooftop,
12.15pm to 2pm

6 August

23 August

Writers @ Stanton: Niki Savva,
Stanton Library, 1pm to 2pm

Behind the Scenes: North
Sydney Council’s historical
‘treasure trove’, North Sydney
Council Depot, 10.30am to
11.30am bookings essential

9 August
‘Will my money last?’ talk
delivered by Andrew Griffin,
North Sydney Community
Centre, 10am to 12pm, booking
online

12 August
The Decline of Insect
Populations, Stanton Library,
6.30pm to 7.30pm, bookings
essential

1 September
Artist in Residence (Haruka
Kokubu) Open Day, Coal
Loader Artist Studio,
10am to 3pm

3 September
All Gardens Great and Small:
Scan and Share Day, North
Sydney Heritage Centre,
Stanton Library, 10am to 4pm,
bookings essential

6 September to April 2020

19 October
Children’s Week, Creative
Workshops, 10am to 2pm

23 October
Artist in Residence (Haruka
Kokubu) Open Day, Coal
Loader Artist Studio,
10am to 3pm

26 October
North Sydney Children’s
Festival, Civic Park, North
Sydney, 10am to 2pm

Land’s Edge: prints of North
Sydney’s foreshores, North
Sydney Heritage Centre,
Stanton Library opening hours

27 October

25 August

17 September

Creative Workshop (1pm to
3pm) and Open Day (12pm to
4pm) at Primrose Park Artist
Studio, Cremorne, bookings
essential

NTH SYD Sessions (live music)
at Greenwood Plaza Rooftop,
12.15pm to 2pm

30 October

CHILDREN’S
BOOK WEEK
STORYTIME
READING IS MY SECRET POWER
17 - 23 August 2019
Visit Stanton Library between 17 and 23 August and pick up a
free Book Week activity book. Families are invited to a Super
Storytime from 6pm, Thursday 22 August.
Join us for an hour of stories, songs, book reviews and bad
acting as the Children’s and Youth Librarians take you on a
journey through the 2019 Children’s Book Week shortlist. As
well as storytelling, there’ll be games, trivia and prizes. This
evening event is best suited to primary school aged children
and their families. Suppertime snacks provided. Bookings open
8 July via www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/kidzone

Kids creative workshop, Coal
Loader Artist Studio, 10am to
3pm, bookings essential

Halloween Party, 5+ years,
Stanton Library, 6pm,
bookings essential

26 September
NTH SYD Lunch Club at Brett
Whiteley Place, 11.45am to
2pm

NORTH SYDNEY

CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL
This year’s Children’s Festival includes a program of creative
workshops developed especially for young minds! These
workshops will take place throughout National Children’s Week
(Saturday 19 to Sunday 27 October) in various locations across
North Sydney. All workshops are free unless stated otherwise.
Bookings are essential. See the website for further details.
This year’s festival theme Animalia celebrates the animal
world.The week will culminate in a day of creativity and fun at
the North Sydney Children’s Festival in Civic Park on Saturday
26 October between 10am and 2pm.
There will be free parking available in the nearby Ridge St
Carpark on the day. Visit www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/
childrensfestival or call Jess Gledhill on 9938 8100 for more
information.

GREEN EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS

Bookings are essential for most events - more details are
available on Council’s website.

9 July

4 August

7 September

21 September

Screening of the Clean Bin
Project and Q&A session
with Erin Rhoads, Hutley Hall,
6.30pm to 8.30pm

Sunset Sessions, Coal Loader,
1pm to 8pm

Speed date architect Andy
Marlow to discuss sustainable
renovation or new build ideas,
Coal Loader, 10am to 3pm

Spring planting planning, Coal
Loader, 10.30am to 12.30pm

20 July
Unwrap the eco confusion
workshop, Coal Loader,
10.30am to 12.30pm

14 August
Composting and soil facility
basics, Ros Crichton, 6pm to
8pm

Vertical gardening, Coal
Loader, 10.30am to 12.30pm

Tour of the Coal Loader, Coal
Loader, 1pm to 2.30pm

12 October

15 September

25 August

20 July

Artisans Market, Coal Loader,
9am to 3pm

Unwrap your kitchen
workshop, Coal Loader,
1.30pm to 3.30pm

1 September

12 October

Sustainable house day bus
tour, off site leaving from
Council chambers, 9am to 1pm

Spring Sounds, Coal Loader,
3pm to 9pm

Sunset Sessions, Coal Loader,
1pm to 8pm

Held on the first Sunday
of the month - 4 August, 1
September, 1pm until 8pm.

Sunset
Sessions
POP- UP
PIANO ON THE
PLATFORM

Sunset Sessions are back by
popular demand, featuring
live acoustic music, board
games, and beverages
from local sustainable
champions Tonic Lane &
Flat Rock Brew Café. Come
early to snap up one of the
limited seats at this popular
event.

Saturday 12 October,
3pm to 9pm

For a limited time, visitors will be able to create their own
music on The Platform Piano. The installation of the old piano,
that was struggling to find a new owner, is intended to help
people see the worth in re-homing and breathing new life into
used objects, rather than sending them to landfill. Members
of the public of all musical abilities will be able to engage with
this sustainable place-making activity and fill the space with
audible creativity. You can even offer to adopt the piano after
its stint on the platform.

Celebrate the sounds of spring with a relaxed afternoon of
music and good food on the Coal Loader Platform. Back for a
second year, this popular and free festival will feature music
and activities to suit a wide range of tastes.
Between 3pm and 6pm, there will be plenty of family friendly
activities. From 6pm to 9pm, the event will transition into a
relaxed evening, allowing visitors to enjoy the acoustic sounds
and spectacular sunset views from the Platform pop-up bar.
Good food and drinks will be available onsite, and visitors are
encouraged to bring their own keep cups and bottles. BYO
picnics are also welcome.
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