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ALL PAIN AND NO GAIN

Western Harbour Tunnel: ask the Premier for changes before it is too late
Council is calling on residents to write to
the Premier asking her to reconsider the
Western Harbour Tunnel and Warringah
Freeway Upgrade project or fund a
range of mitigation measures. Council
has made a detailed submission to
the NSW Government questioning the
justification for the project and its impacts
and is now seeking community support to
drive the messages home. Residents are
encouraged to ask for changes in one of
the following four aspects of the project.
CBD – the project proposes to remove
parking and direct traffic into the tunnel
via Berry St, effectively creating a series
of isolated commercial islands bordered
by high-speed thoroughfares. This
undermines years of work and investment
in the CBD to create a vibrant, connected,
pedestrian friendly and economically
strong centre.

Open space – the North Sydney Council
area has 558 people per hectare of open
space, compared to 172 in Mosman, 173
in Lane Cove and 220 in Willoughby.
Construction of the tunnel interchange will
permanently reduce open space by the
equivalent of five soccer fields, while State
Government supported development will
increase the population in North Sydney
by 12,000 by 2036.
Air quality – the fuel emissions from the
tunnel will be funnelled through a 30m
high unfiltered stack near Ernest Street.
The stack is located close to ANZAC
Public School and the prevailing winds
are predicted to disperse emissions
across other suburbs. Mass emission
of nitrogen oxide, nitrogen dioxide and
particulate matter can cause respiratory
and cardiovascular disease.

Local streets - the project is predicted
to increase harbour crossings by up to
26% in the first year of operation, putting
significant additional traffic on main roads
including Miller St, Falcon St and Pacific
Highway. The net effect for residents will
be more traffic on local roads, gridlock and
longer wait times at some intersections,
and a negative effect on active transport.
North Sydney Mayor Jilly Gibson said
the tunnel seemed to provide benefits to
everyone but North Sydney residents.
“Council has had its say, but ultimately,
we become just one submission. If
residents want to change the outcomes
of this project they need to speak up - not
just one or two who can be dismissed as
the squeaky wheel, but in large numbers.
“This project will have a negative impact
on many facets of our life. The cost of
ameliorating these is quite small in the
context of the project, but the Government
won’t spend the money unless the
community pushes them to do so. I urge
you to make your voice heard.”

For more information visit bit.ly/nscwhtbl

BON ANDREWS TAKES A BOW

Bon Andrews Oval in St Leonards Park
has taken first place in the Sydney
Cricket Association awards for lower
grade grounds, narrowly beating Tunks
Park into second place. There was little
separating grounds with Bon Andrews
scoring an 8.82 and Tunks Park an 8.79 out
of a possible 10 points for pitch condition
and performance, outfield and markings,
and maintenance.
Bon Andrews Oval has won the award

three times, while Tunks Park has taken
out the top gong on 11 previous occasions.
The Oval is used for rugby league and
rubgy union through winter and for cricket
during summer.
Considerable work goes into maintaining
quality sportsgrounds. The wickets require
daily cutting, watering and 10 to 12 hours of
rolling, while the ground is mowed several
times a week, aerated and fertilised to help
it withstand the constant foot traffic.
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Don’t you just love human creativity and
resilience? I’m amazed at how well some
of our local businesses have adapted to
changed circumstances. In Milsons Point,
the Side Part Cafe lost 80% of its trade
as the pool, Luna Park and the adjoining
hairdressing business closed.
Rather than just follow them, the owners
stopped making as many sandwiches
and started making jam and chutney to
sell with the remnant coffee orders. The
new goodies are so much in demand I’m
sure they will be selling them long after
normal trade returns.
The cafe is just one of numerous local
businesses that have had to adapt
their products/services to a physical
distancing world. Here at Council we’ve
also proved we’re agile. Within a couple
of weeks we had staff rosters worked
out to ensure business continuity and a
whole range of services operating online.
While I am inspired by some of the
changes I see around me, I am aware that
the COVID-19 pandemic has put some
of our residents and businesses into
crisis. I’m sure you have seen multiple
messages asking you to reach out to
others during this time, especially people
who have lost their income or are isolated
at home with no family.

MAYOR
TUNKS WARD

VICTORIA WARD
WOLLSTONECRAFT
WARD

FROM THE MAYOR

Don’t let the easing of restrictions fool
you. We have a way to go in this pandemic,
so if you can make a commitment to
check in with just one or two people over
the long haul, it will make a difference.
And if you are really concerned about
someone, please call Council and we will
put you in touch with services that may
be able to help.

“ Please write to

the Premier and tell
her the project in
its current form is
unacceptable. ”
One of the disadvantages of the pandemic
is that with so much COVID-19 news, we
either miss other news or close off from
the news altogether. For those of you
who missed it, the Environmental Impact
Statement for the Western Harbour
Tunnel and Warringah Freeway Upgrade
was on public exhibition earlier this year.
The tunnel and freeway upgrade benefits
everyone in Sydney at the cost of
North Sydney residents. We will have
a spaghetti interchange in the heart of

our community that will cost us precious
open space, put the health of residents at
risk, increase traffic on our streets, and
undo much of our good work in renewing
the North Sydney CBD.
This is not just a NIMBY view of the
world. Even the Environmental Impact
Statement indicates traffic in North
Sydney will be made worse by this
project.
Projects of this size are complex and I
know it is difficult to plough through the
hundreds of pages of documentation to
work out a response. If you’re juggling
working from home, kids, elderly family
members or other responsibilities, an
infrastructure project is bound to be at
the bottom of your priority list.
Unfortunately, we can’t wait until the
pandemic is over to get involved. We
need to ask the NSW Government to
ameliorate the impacts while the work is
still in the planning stage. It will be too
late once budgets and project plans are
locked down. Please write to the Premier
and tell her that the project in its current
form is unacceptable.
I look forward to seeing what our
resilience and creativity can achieve with
this new challenge.

Jilly Gibson

m: 0437 454 523

mayor@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Stephen Barbour

m: 0411 105 760

cr.stephen.barbour@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

DEPUT Y MAYOR

Cr Tony Carr

cr.tony.carr@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Dr Alanya Drummond

m: 0411 278 188

cr.alanya.drummond@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr MaryAnn Beregi

m: 0411 829 995

cr.maryann.beregi@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Kathy Brodie

m: 0409 901 280

cr.kathy.brodie@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Jessica Keen

m: 0404 024 474

cr.jessica.keen@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Zoë Baker

m: 0438 857 547

cr.zoe.baker@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Samuel Gunning

m: 0403 129 741

cr.samuel.gunning@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

Cr Ian Mut ton

h: 8042 8702

cr.ian.mutton@northsydney.nsw.gov.au
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REVISED POOL DA BEING ASSESSED
The design of the North Sydney Olympic Pool redevelopment
has been amended to address concerns raised by independent
consultants about heritage aspects of the project. Four elements
of the complex have been redesigned and the amended DA
placed back on public exhibition.
The changes are:
• The foyer has been reduced in size to allow a view of the
heritage stair tower from Alfred Street South.
• The sundeck has returned to full length and the openings
modified to reflect the original 1960s design. A waterfall
feature has been added under two openings and the
proposed shade structure over the children’s pool removed.

• The height of the grandstand sunroof has been reduced.
• The café roof design has been modified to separate the
outdoor seating from the enclosed café area.
General Manager Ken Gouldthorp said the Council recognises
that the Pool is both a Sydney icon with a unique place in the
nation’s swimming history and a popular community pool.
“Our intention is to strike the balance between preserving the
heritage elements that give the pool its special character, while
ensuring it meets community needs and modern building and
aquatic standards.”
The amended DA was placed on public exhibition. The DA is
being assessed by independent planning consultants and will
be determined by the Sydney North Planning Panel. For more
information about the development or the amended plans visit
Council’s website.

THE BIRDS ARE BACK IN TOWN…
The uber popular Lost Bird Found (LBF)
project is back - so get out your knitting
needles, paint brushes and carving tools
and help us make birds that can carry
positive messages to our community.
Now in its seventh year, LBF raises
awareness and promotes conversations
about mental health by making and
sharing handmade birds.
This year we are delivering the project
a bit differently, but its impact will be
just as powerful. Here’s how you can
get involved:
• Make your own bird - templates will
be available on Council’s website and
the LBF Facebook page
• Post a picture of your bird on the
LBF Facebook page with a positive
message
• Post a picture of your bird on your
own Facebook page and help spread
the message of hope

• Send a picture of your bird to a
friend or family member who needs
encouragement to let them know you
are thinking of them
• Pop your bird in your window for
others in your neighbourhood to spot
• Keep your bird and when it’s safe to
do so, Council will let you know about
a release date where we will hide all
the birds so that others can find them
Now more than ever is a time to look
after our own mental health and the
mental health of others. Get involved,
get creative and start making your birds
of support!
To find out more about Lost
Bird Found Project follow
us on www.facebook.com/
lostbirdfoundproject or visit our
website www.northsydney.nsw.
gov.au/lostbirdfound
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KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY
STRONG DURING COVID-19
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic Council has adapted many services to ensure they
can still be provided safely. We have also extended financial support to businesses and are
encouraging the community to shop local whenever possible. We’ve summarised some
of the main changes as at 5 May, but please check our website for updates as services
may change if public health restrictions are increased or reduced.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES

STANTON LIBRARY

Council is continuing to provide
essential services to the community
including waste collection, parks
maintenance and street cleaning.
Council ’s was te colle c tion
contractors, URM, now start work
from 4.30am so they can stagger
shifts and departure times and
practice physical distancing in the
depot. In turn, this ensures Council
can safely continue waste collection
services. We apologise for the early
morning noise during this period.

Stanton Library may have been ordered
to close its doors by the Public Health
Order, but many of its resources are still
available for members. The eLibrary
is open 24/7 and gives you access to
eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines,
databases, films and literacy activities
for children. Download the new Stanton
Library app on your smartphone to access
resources.

Support services for the elderly
and vulnerable in the community
are continuing to be delivered. The
Crows Nest Centre is still providing
Meals on Wheels and freshly
laundered sheets and towels for
older people and people with a
disability. The Kirribilli Centre and
Community Connect Transport are
both continuing to help vulnerable
people to access local services and
essential supplies.
Most other Council services and
programs are continuing, but the
way the service is being delivered
has been adjusted. These include
planning and development services,
ongoing capital works projects and
essential maintenance.
Our Customer Service Centre is
still open Monday to Friday, 9am
to 5pm, but you are encouraged to
phone 9936 8100, or email council@
northsydney.nsw.gov.au or use an
online form on our website.

If you’re not already a member, you can
join online and we’ll send your card
details for you to use straight away. If
you or someone you know is struggling
to access online collections, please email
library@northsydney.nsw.gov.au or call
9936 8100 for assistance.
If you’re feeling overwhelmed by the
technology you need to stay connected
during the pandemic, check out Stanton
Library’s Niche Academy online training
service. The service will help you conquer
those tricky tech problems and improve
your social media skills. Tutorials are free
and cover a range of technology topics
including Instagram, Pinterest, Facebook,
using email and Google services, as well
as guides to take you through many of
Stanton’s online services and databases.
Visit my.nicheacademy.com/Shorelink
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LOCAL BUSINESS
SUPPORT

ONLINE SERVICES
Council Meetings – Council meetings are
now held online and the Public Forum
and public gallery are closed until further
notice. If you want to make a submission
about an item on the agenda, you will
need to register with governance@
northsydney.nsw.gov.au and provide
your written submission by 4pm on the
day of the meeting. Your submission
will be forwarded to the Councillors for
their consideration. A webcast of each
Ordinary Council meeting can be viewed
the following day on Council’s website.
There have also been changes to other
committees and reference groups. Check
our website for details.

Assistance – to help businesses
that are stuggling, Council
offers a local business support
package. Key features of the
package include:
• waiving rent for cafes and
restaurants in Councilowned properties during
the enforced closure period
and for two months after
they re-open
• not charging for footpath
licensing fees and food
inspections

Public notices – Following the closure
of many community newspapers,
including the Mosman Daily, the NSW
Government amended the regulations
so that councils are no longer required to
advertise new development applications
(DAs), development consents or other
planning matters in a local paper. This
change is permanent. During the COVID-19
pandemic, physical copies of DAs do
not have to be supplied for exhibition
purposes. Council will continue to
advertise all DAs and other matters on
our website. You can also subscribe to an
enewsletter which will alert you to new
DAs and other planning notices when they
are released (see enewsletters below).
Website – Council’s website is our
main tool of communication and is the
encyclopedia of all things Council. All new
projects and programs are advertised on
the news section of our website. You can
read background reports on projects and
make an online submission on the Your Say
section of the website. The website also
has electronic forms for many services
and an online payment portal where you
can safely pay rates or other bills.
enewletters – Council has
several enewsletters to
keep you informed. The
general Council enews
is a round-up of projects
from across Council,
while the events enews brings together
information about Council events as well
as events run by other organisations that
may be of interest. There’s also a wide
range of special interest enewsletters
covering business, sustainability, arts and
culture, and more. Find the full list on our
website and sign up to the subjects that
interest you. Look for the enews link at
the top of the homepage.

@

• providing a dedicated
parking space for food
delivery vehicles outside a
café/restaurant if requested
• waiving rent for some other
small businesses who lease
Council-owned property
and are experiencing
financial hardship due to
restrictions
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EXTENDED WORK HOURS
The NSW Government has initiated a
number of changes to ensure essential
services can continue to operate. These
include:
• Allowing supply chains and health
services to operate 24/7
• Allowing home businesses to extend
from 2 people to 5
• Extending construction hours to
include weekends and public holidays
so that workers can maintain physical
distancing and projects can progress.
Noisy tasks such as rock hammering
cannot be undertaken during extended
hours

Shop Local and #DinnerShare –
Council is also encouraging the
community to get behind local
businesses. We have started a
public Facebook group called
Shop Local North Sydney where
local small businesses and local
shoppers can connect. Join the
group and check out special
offers from businesses in your
village centre. Our second
promotion is a #dinnershare
campaign which encourages
people to buy a meal for someone
they know who needs a helping
hand. To be part of #dinnershare,
phone a friend and ask if they
are happy for you to organise
their dinner for the night, then
ring your favourite local eatery
and pay for a home delivery.
Finally, share #dinnershare on
your preferred online social
media platform so that you give
a boost to the local business you
are supporting.

6 6| |NORTHSYDNEYNEWS

NEWS IN BRIEF

PUBLIC DOMAIN STRATEGY ON EXHIBITION
The North Sydney CBD Public Domain
Strategy is on exhibition for public
comment until 22 June. The Strategy
responds to the need for additional open
space in the CBD and identifies ways to
make the CBD more pedestrian friendly.

the North Sydney train station up to St
Leonards Park. This includes three key
new plazas:

It incorporates a suite of projects to
create a strong, connected network of
public urban spaces stretching from

• Post Office Square – closing a section
of Mount Street to create an intimate
plaza

• Miller Place – stretching between
Pacific Highway and Berry Street with
space for outdoor dining and events

• Tramway Viaduct – converting the deck
of the viaduct into a contemporary
active recreation space
The new plazas will be complemented
by a network of laneways that will see
North Sydney’s lanes and narrower
streets transformed from back alleys
into dynamic pedestrian friendly
thoroughfares. To view the full Strategy
and provide feedback on the plans,
visit the Your Say section on Council’s
website.

MAKING VILLAGE CENTRES SAFER

PLAYGROUND UPGRADES

ELECTION POSTPONED TO 2021

Kirribilli and Milsons Point village
centres will be safer, calmer and more
attractive with the creation of a 40km/h
high pedestrian activity area. Council
has secured significant grant funding
from Roads and Maritime Services for
the design and implementation of the
40km/h area which includes Broughton
Street, Olympic Drive, Alfred Street
South and McDougall Street.

While all public playgrounds are
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions, Council has been using
the time to make headway on planned
playground upgrades at Sirius Street
and St Thomas Rest Park. Sirius
Street playground is currently under
construction and should be completed
in late May. The new custom-designed
playground will reflect the character
of the beautiful leafy setting with play
equipment for a range of ages and
abilities. New equipment includes a
spinning cable pyramid, all abilities
seesaw and embankment slide with
cubby.

The NSW Government has postponed the
September local government elections
to September 2021. Current councillors
and popularly elected mayors will
continue to hold their civic offices until
the rescheduled elections are held. The
postponement of the next elections
will not change the future schedule of
council elections, and the subsequent
elections will still proceed in September
2024. Council will now add a fourth year
to the current Delivery Program.

To distinguish the different speed
environments, road traffic calming
treatments will be installed, such
as raised thresholds and pedestrian
crossing facilities. There will be expanded
pedestrian/footpath areas and additional
gardens/landscaping. Some trees might
be impacted by the works, however,
should this occur, they will be replaced
with new plantings.
Statistics show a 33% reduction in
crashes causing serious injuries and
deaths where 40km/h zones have been
introduced.

Work on the St Thomas Rest Park
playground is expected to be complete
in July. In line with community
feedback, the popular playground will
remain essentially the same, however,
the replacement equipment will have
increased functionality and accessibility.
For example, the carousel will be replaced
with a new ground level, wheelchair
accessible carousel.

CARPARK DISCOUNTS
FOR RESIDENTS
Residents who do not have sufficient
parking at home can now access a
discount on leased parking at selected
Council carparks. The discounted parking
is available at the Holtermann, Hume
and Nicholson Street carparks. For more
information phone Council’s Parking
Stations Manager on 9936 8513 or email
council@northsydney.nsw.gov.au

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN NEUTRAL BAY?

| 7

Plans for managing development
pressure in Neutral Bay’s town centre are
now on public exhibition for comment.
The draft Future Direction Report looks
at a range of potential building height
increases, improved public spaces and
new community facilities.
The report is a response to concerns
that, if Council doesn’t set parameters for
future development, developers lodging
ad-hoc planning proposals may seek
approval via the NSW Government and
bypass Council.
The report proposes to increase building
height from a 5-storey limit to a 6-storey
limit. Council has also identified four
large sites where community benefit
could be gained by adding additional
building height and proactively planning
for their design and impact.
Feedback on the future direction report
will be accepted until 8 June 2020: https://
yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/MRC

Grosvenor Lane has been made a shared zone for cars and pedestrians with a speed limit
of 10km/h. The aim of the shared zone is to create a village vibe by encouraging pedestrian
activity and improving connectivity between Ben Boyd Road and Young Street.
The lane now has new paving, furniture, landscaping and garden beds. Motorists must
give way to pedestrians in this zone.

MILITARY ROAD UPGRADE CONTINUES
Upgrades are continuing along each side of Military Road in
Neutral Bay. The old, uneven clay pavers are being lifted out
and replaced by a concrete base with concrete pavers on top,
to create a more level footpath.
The new pavers feature a speckled hen pattern, which keeps
them looking clean and provides a sense of identity to the
Neutral Bay section of Military Road. Other upgrades include
new seating, bins and garden beds, and to aid the visually
impaired, tactile indicators have been installed in front of
bus stops.

YOUNG ST PLAZA ON TRIAL
Keep your eye out for a popup plaza in
Young Street, between Military Road and
Grosvenor Lane. Council is undertaking a
three-month long trial of this plaza, which
is scheduled to start in July, although it
may be pushed back due to COVID-19
restrictions. The plaza will provide much
needed open space and add to the village
vitality of Neutral Bay.
The plaza will contain approximately
700 square metres of public space and
feature new street trees, garden beds
and public seating.
The space will be constructed using
sustainably designed elements that
can be easily removed and/or reused if
Council decides not to proceed with a
permanent plaza after the trial.

Aerial view

Lawn view

Military Rd entrance

This project is fully funded by Transport for NSW (TfNSW)
as part of the funding deed with Council for the streetscape
upgrade works that complement the Northern Beaches B-Line
Bus Service.

Extra trees are being put in to replace those that were removed
when the NSW Government’s B-Line was rolled out, and the
result will be more trees than before. Council is atempting
to accelerate the work while there is reduced street activity,
however, progress is also impacted by the need for workers
to physically distance.

Plugged in

online events to enjoy from home

While it might not be quite the same as being there, virtual events are a great way to stay connected.
Here are some of the online events Council is now offering.

STORYTIME ONLINE

TEA-BREAK TRIVIA

YOUR FAVOURITE MARKETS ONLINE

Keep the little ones entertained
with songs, rhymes, puppets,
stories and silliness with your
favourite Stanton children’s
librarians. New episodes are
added weekly to IGTV. Follow
the library on Instagram @
Stanton_Library to catch
them all.

Need proof that you’re the
smartest person in your living
room? Sign up for our teabreak trivia, held monthly
on Thursdays at 12.30pm.
There will be four lightning
fast rounds of general
knowledge questions that
you can answer alone or
with your #workingfromhome
colleagues. Visit nthsyd.com
for more details.

You can still order all your favourite produce from the
Northside Produce Market’s great providers. The North
Sydney Community Centre has developed a virtual marketplace
featuring all the favourites you know and love, including fresh
fruit and vegetables, meat and smallgoods, delicious pantry
supplies and a very tempting range of pastries and treats.
Buy produce and products directly from the stallholders for
delivery right to your door. www.northsydneycentre.com.au
Missing your shopping fix? The new Kirribilli Virtual Marketplace
features a selection of quality fashion, accessories, artworks,
jewellery and homewares. Purchase a unique, handmade item
as a gift for a friend or beat the #stayathome blues with a treat
for youself. Visit www.kirribillimarkets.com/virtual-markets

NTH SYD SESSIONS
The popular Nth Syd live
concerts are now being
streamed live via Facebook.
Liven up your Thursday
lunchtimes with a 40-minute
performance from some of
our local artists. Go to nthsyd.
com for program details.

BRADFIELD BARK
There’s never been a better
time to celebrate the canine
companions and fur friends
who have been keeping us
entertained during those
long stretches at home.
Our annual Bradfield Bark
event is moving online, with
games, demonstrations and
fun competitions to enjoy
with your pooch. The event
is scheduled for Sunday 21
June. Visit www.northsydney.
nsw.gov.au or look for event
page on Facebook for more
details.

ONLINE LEARNING

GOING GREEN

The North Sydney Community
Centre is running many of
their popular courses online,
including creative workshops,
health and wellbeing, music
and dance, cooking and
language classes. Featured
activities include Zoom
language classes, Facebook
fitness, Zoom yoga and
online photography classes,
including a free virtual camera
club, with more classes and
activities to be available soon.
w w w.nor thsydneycentre.
com.au

A Sustainability from
Home Bingo game is
now available on the Coal
Loader’s Facebook page.
Play as a team, go solo,
compete in your household
or virtually with others.
Download the Bingo sheet
to discover all the things
you can do to improve
the world and our local
community.
www.facebook.com/
CoalLoader

200 Miller St, North Sydney NSW 2060
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