St Leonards Park
Conservation Management Plan

Report prepared for North Sydney Council
May 2013

Report Register
The following report register documents the development and issue of the report entitled St Leonards
Park—Conservation Management Plan, undertaken by Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd in accordance
with its quality management system. Godden Mackay Logan operates under a quality management
system which has been certified as complying with the Australian/New Zealand Standard for quality
management systems AS/NZS ISO 9001:2008.
Job No.

Issue No.

Notes/Description

Issue Date

11-9661

1

Draft Report

June 2012

11-9661

2

Final Draft Report

July 2012

11-9661

3

Final

May 2013

Copyright
Historical sources and reference material used in the preparation of this report are acknowledged and referenced at the end
of each section and/or in figure captions. Reasonable effort has been made to identify, contact, acknowledge and obtain
permission to use material from the relevant copyright owners.
Unless otherwise specified or agreed, copyright in this report vests in Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd (‘GML’) and in the
owners of any pre-existing historic source or reference material.
Moral Rights
GML asserts its Moral Rights in this work, unless otherwise acknowledged, in accordance with the (Commonwealth)
Copyright (Moral Rights) Amendment Act 2000. GML’s moral rights include the attribution of authorship, the right not to have
the work falsely attributed and the right to integrity of authorship.
Right to Use
GML grants to the client for this project (and the client’s successors in title) an irrevocable royalty-free right to reproduce or
use the material from this report, except where such use infringes the copyright and/or Moral Rights of GML or third parties.

Contents

Page

1.0 Introduction ...............................................................................................................................................1
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9

Background .............................................................................................................................................1
The Purpose of This Plan ......................................................................................................................1
Study Area...............................................................................................................................................1
Listings.....................................................................................................................................................2
Methodology and Terminology ..............................................................................................................2
Community Consultation ........................................................................................................................2
Limitations ...............................................................................................................................................3
Author Identification ................................................................................................................................3
Acknowledgements ................................................................................................................................3

2.0 Historical Analysis ...................................................................................................................................7
2.1 Introduction..............................................................................................................................................7
2.2 Aboriginal History....................................................................................................................................7
2.3 Phase 1: ‘Reserve’ Alienation 1838–1867............................................................................................8
2.4 Phase 2: The Park Established 1867–1900s .......................................................................................8
2.4.1 Oval No 1 (North Sydney Oval) ......................................................................................................9
2.4.2 Oval No 2 (Bon Andrews Oval) ......................................................................................................9
2.4.3 The St Leonards Bowling Club .....................................................................................................10
2.5 Phase 3: Early Twentieth Century Development 1900–1930 ...........................................................11
2.5.1 St Leonards Park Open Space .....................................................................................................11
2.5.2 Oval No 1 (North Sydney Oval) ....................................................................................................12
2.6 Phase 4: The Inter-War and Early Post War Years 1930s–1960s ...................................................12
2.6.1 St Leonards Park Open Space .....................................................................................................12
2.6.2 Oval No. 1 (North Sydney Oval) ...................................................................................................13
2.6.3 Oval No. 2.......................................................................................................................................14
2.6.4 The Bowling Club...........................................................................................................................14
2.7 Phase 5: The Post War Boom 1960s–Present ..................................................................................14
2.7.1 Eastern Boundary ..........................................................................................................................14
2.7.2 The 1980s Improvements to St Leonards Park and North Sydney Oval ..................................15
2.7.3 Other Developments 1980–Present .............................................................................................16
2.8 Comparative Analysis...........................................................................................................................17
2.9 Chronology of Existing Fabric ..............................................................................................................18
2.10 St Leonards Park State Historical Themes.......................................................................................19
2.11 Endnotes .............................................................................................................................................42
3.0 Physical Evidence ..................................................................................................................................43
3.1 Introduction............................................................................................................................................43
3.2 Site Analysis ..........................................................................................................................................43
3.2.1 St Leonards Park and its Setting ..................................................................................................43
3.3 Existing Site Features...........................................................................................................................45
3.4 Other Site Features ..............................................................................................................................48
3.5 Park Precincts .......................................................................................................................................49
3.6 Endnotes ...............................................................................................................................................81
4.0 Analysis of Significance .......................................................................................................................83

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

4.1 New South Wales Heritage Assessment Guidelines ........................................................................ 83
4.1.1 Introduction .................................................................................................................................... 83
4.2 Heritage Assessment of St Leonards Park ........................................................................................ 84
4.2.1 Criterion A (Historic: Evolution) .................................................................................................... 84
4.2.2 Criterion B (Historic: Association) ................................................................................................ 84
4.2.3 Criterion C (Aesthetic Significance) ............................................................................................. 85
4.2.4 Criterion D (Social Significance) .................................................................................................. 85
4.2.5 Criterion E (Research Potential) .................................................................................................. 85
4.2.6 Criterion F (Rarity) ......................................................................................................................... 86
4.2.7 Criterion G (Representativeness) ................................................................................................ 86
4.2.8 Integrity/Intactness ........................................................................................................................ 86
4.3 Statement of Significance.................................................................................................................... 86
4.3.1 St Leonards Park Group Statement of Significance.................................................................. 86
4.3.2 Proposed Revised Statement of Significance............................................................................. 87
4.3.3 Significance of Key Site Components ......................................................................................... 87
4.4 Significance of Components ............................................................................................................... 89
4.4.1 Grades of Significance.................................................................................................................. 89
4.5 Tree Assessment ................................................................................................................................. 91
4.6 Endnotes .............................................................................................................................................. 92
5.0 Constraints and Opportunities ........................................................................................................... 93
5.1 Introduction ........................................................................................................................................... 93
5.2 Constraints and Opportunities Arising from Significance .................................................................. 93
5.2.1 Generally ....................................................................................................................................... 93
5.2.2 Guiding Principles ......................................................................................................................... 94
5.3 North Sydney Council’s Requirements .............................................................................................. 94
5.3.1 Council’s Statement of Intentions for St Leonards Park............................................................. 94
5.3.2 Current Proposals ......................................................................................................................... 95
5.4 Constraints and Opportunities Arising from Condition and Use ....................................................... 95
5.4.1 Generally ....................................................................................................................................... 95
5.4.2 Historical Archaeology .................................................................................................................. 96
5.4.3 Aboriginal Heritage Values ........................................................................................................... 96
5.5 Heritage Statutory Context .................................................................................................................. 96
5.5.1 Role of North Sydney Council ...................................................................................................... 96
5.5.2 NSW Heritage Act ......................................................................................................................... 97
5.5.3 Opportunities from listing on the SHR ......................................................................................... 98
5.5.4 National Trust of Australia (NSW) ................................................................................................ 98
6.0 Conservation Policies for St Leonards Park .................................................................................... 99
6.1 Introduction ........................................................................................................................................... 99
6.1.1 Conservation Policy Discussion ................................................................................................... 99
6.1.2 Broad Conservation Policies ........................................................................................................ 99
6.1.3 Timing of Actions ......................................................................................................................... 100
6.1.4 Context of the Policies ................................................................................................................ 100
6.2 Conservation Policies and Actions ................................................................................................... 101
6.2.1 Conservation of Landscape Character and Heritage Significance ......................................... 101
6.2.2 Recreation and Leisure .............................................................................................................. 104
6.2.3 Management ............................................................................................................................... 106
6.3 Endnotes ............................................................................................................................................ 110
St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

7.0 Conservation Policies for St Leonards Park Precincts ................................................................ 111
7.1 Introduction......................................................................................................................................... 111
7.1.1 Precinct Conservation Policies .................................................................................................. 111
7.1.2 Policies Applied to the Grades of Heritage Significance .......................................................... 111
7.2 Precinct Conservation Policies ......................................................................................................... 112
7.2.1 Precinct 1: Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2) ...................................................... 112
7.2.2 Precinct 2: Music Shell Entertainment Area ............................................................................. 114
7.2.3 Precinct 3: 3. North West Precinct—Corner of Falcon and Miller Street Entry ................... 115
7.2.4 Precinct 4: 4. Children’s Playground Precinct ....................................................................... 115
7.2.5 Precinct 5: Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct ...................................................................... 116
7.2.6 Precinct 6: 6. South Eastern Precinct .................................................................................... 117
8.0 Appendices .......................................................................................................................................... 119
Appendix A
State Heritage Inventory sheets for St Leonards Park and items within the Park.
Appendix B
North Sydney Council Plaques Register for items listed within St Leonards Park

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

1.0 Introduction
1.1 Background
In February 2012, Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd (GML) was commissioned by North Sydney
Council to prepare a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for St Leonards Park, located between
Ridge and Falcon Streets, North Sydney, NSW.
St Leonards Park is one of North Sydney’s oldest and most significant parks. In close proximity to
the North Sydney CBD, it is North Sydney’s premier public open space and outdoor concert venue
as well as housing some of the north shore’s most important sporting fields. With multiple layers of
historical development and many competing uses, it is a vibrant place important to many within the
local community.
The first part of the CMP (Sections 1.0–5.0) includes a history of the site, an analysis of its physical
layout (including main phases of development and historical themes), a descriptive analysis of all its
built and landscape features, and an assessment of the heritage significance of the park, including
comparisons with similar parks. The second part of the CMP (Sections 6.0 and 7.0) provides
recommendations and guidelines (Conservation Policies) for the conservation, use and
management of the heritage values of the park, and reviews options for its development and
change in the context of its heritage significance, North Sydney Council’s requirements, the physical
condition of the park, its statutory controls, and other relevant constraints and opportunities.

1.2 The Purpose of This Plan
St Leonards Park is recognised as a place of considerable heritage significance within the context
of North Sydney and New South Wales. This CMP has been prepared to provide a framework for
the ongoing care and management of the heritage of St Leonards Park, and to guide decisions
about its conservation, use and development into the future.
The recently completed St Leonards Park Plan of Management identified the need to upgrade the
site in terms of aesthetics and functionality to provide for the needs of the current and future North
Sydney community. The CMP has been commissioned to guide and complement such works and to
inform the future preparation of a Masterplan for the park.
This CMP has been informed by the 2011 Plan of Management and is structured so that the CMP
polices can be easily applied to the existing Plan of Management framework.

1.3 Study Area
St Leonards Park is bounded by Miller, Falcon and Ridge Street, and by the Warringah Expressway
(Figure 1.2). It comprises approximately 15ha of land.
The North Sydney Oval Complex is owned and managed by North Sydney Council; however,
studying it is beyond the scope of this report and is likely to be the subject of a separate CMP in the
future. The North Sydney Oval Complex comprises the playing field, surrounding grandstands and
associated businesses along Miller Street and the Parks Depot. The North Sydney Bowling Club
(comprising bowling greens, a clubhouse and associated buildings and a carpark) is separately
leased and managed by Norths Bowling Club and is also excluded from this CMP. These two
elements are considered in terms of the park’s overall functions only.
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The main body of the park is included in Lot 7321 DP 1149783. In the early 1980s Lots 1107 and
1106 were withdrawn from the Bowling Club lease site and returned to the reserve (Figure 1.3).

1.4 Listings
The park is listed as an item of Local significance on North Sydney Council Local Environmental
Plan (LEP) 2001, Schedule 3 Heritage Items, as the St Leonards Park Group (Item 0911). Other
elements of the park identified on Schedule 3 of the LEP are:


Fig Tree Lane



Music Shell Entertainment Area



Picnic Shelter



Tunks Fountain



The War Memorial



World War 1 Field Gun; and



The Oval Bus Shelter (item 1325).

The North Sydney Oval Group is listed along with the Bob Stand, the North Turnstile Building, the
South Turnstile Building, and the Ken Irving Scoreboard. The Sewer Vent on Falcon Street is also a
heritage item (Item 0764) but is not part of the study area. The existing State Heritage Inventory
(SHI) listing for each is included at Appendix A.
The site is in the vicinity of a number of listed heritage items at Falcon, Miller and Ridge Streets,
including the Walker/Ridge Street Conservation Area and St Mary’s Church.
St Leonards Park has been listed since 1994 on the non-statutory heritage register of the National
Trust as an item of heritage value to the community.

1.5 Methodology and Terminology
This CMP has been prepared having regard to the methodology outlined in the NSW Heritage
Manual ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Conservation Management Plans’ (NSW Department of
Urban Affairs and Planning and the Heritage Council of NSW, November 1996, as amended July
2002). It also follows the approach set out in The Conservation Plan by James Semple Kerr
(National Trust of Australia (NSW), fifth edition, 2000) and the guidelines of The Burra Charter: The
Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Places of Cultural Significance 1999 (Burra Charter).
The terminology used in this report is consistent with the NSW Heritage Manual, prepared by the
NSW Heritage Office and the Burra Charter.

1.6 Community Consultation
North Sydney Council has a strong commitment to community consultation. Community comment
on the draft CMP and support of the CMP will be an important part of the integration of its policies
into the park’s future Masterplan. Consultation during the preparation of this report has been limited
to the park’s key tenants and members of staff of North Sydney Council. The draft CMP will be
made available for community review and comment before finalisation.

2
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The historical analysis of the site contained in this report was reviewed by the Aboriginal Heritage
Office. The Aboriginal Heritage Office was established for the protection of Aboriginal
archaeological sites by North Sydney Council in 2000 and it is the first of its type in Australia
working in the protection of all sites located within the boundaries of eight northern Sydney Councils
through a partnership arrangement. Further information is available at: www.aboriginalheritage.org.

1.7 Limitations
The assessment and management of Indigenous heritage values or historic archaeology has not
been part of this project.

1.8 Author Identification
This report has been prepared by Rebecca Hawcroft, Senior Consultant; Michelle Richmond,
Historian and Senior Consultant; and Flavia Scardamaglia, Graduate Consultant; all of GML. Chris
Betteridge, MUSEcape Pty Ltd, provided landscape input as a subconsultant. Sheridan Burke,
Partner, of GML, has given strategic input throughout the preparation of the report and has
reviewed the final report.

1.9 Acknowledgements
GML acknowledges the assistance of the following people in the preparation of this report:


Megan White, Landscape Planner, North Sydney Council;



Lucinda Varley, Conservation Planner, North Sydney Council;



Peter Devlin, North Sydney Oval, Grounds Manager;



Glen Ward, Norths and Norths Bowling Club, General Manager; and



David Watts, Aboriginal Heritage Office.
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Figure 1.1 St Leonards Park in relation to Sydney Harbour (Source: Google Maps, 2012)
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Figure 1.2 St Leonards Park —With Major Components, trees and paths shown (Source: GML on a base plan provided by North
Sydney Council)
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Figure 1.3 Current land Title showing the areas of the North Sydney Oval and Bowling Club lease that are outside of the current study
area (Source: Department of Lands)
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2.0 Historical Analysis
2.1 Introduction
The following historical analysis is based on various documents provided by North Sydney Council,
including the St Leonards Park Draft Plan of Management 2011 and the North Sydney Oval Plan of
Management 2007, plus additional information provided by North Sydney Council Local Studies
Library. The primary and secondary sources have been referenced throughout.

2.2 Aboriginal History
Before the arrival of European settlers in 1788, the North Sydney area had been home to the
Cammeraygal people (North Sydney and Eastern Lane Cove), part of the larger Kuringgai Tribe for
thousands of years. In 1790 Governor Phillip reported:
…About the north-west part of this harbour there is a tribe which is mentioned as being very powerful, either
from their numbers or the abilities of their chief. This district is called Cammerra, the head of the tribe is
names Cammerragal, by which name the men of that tribe are distinguished… 1
Written and pictorial observations of the early colonists note that the Cammeraygals were ‘robust
and muscular’ people, and the men presided over the initiation of young males from other Sydney
area groups.2
By the early 1800s Aboriginal social structures had been dramatically affected by dispersal and
disease. Large land grants displaced the Cammeraygal as land was taken up, cleared and settled.
This was further exacerbated by the laying out of the township of St Leonards in 1838. Access to
traditional country and to food and other natural resources such as water, timber and stone became
constrained as land was settled. By the 1860s Aboriginal people were only occasional visitors to
the North Shore.
At Christmas time Aboriginal people from Country districts would come to camp in caves around
Cremorne Reserve to receive their annual gift of a blanket given by the government. In 1868
Aboriginal people from various country areas were gathered on the site of St John’s Church
Careening Cove to perform an elaborate corroboree to entertain the visiting Prince Alfred, Duke of
Edinburgh. 3
Today few, if any, of the Aboriginal people living in the northern suburbs can trace their ancestry to
Cammeraygal tribe. The physical evidence of the first inhabitants of the North Shore can be found
in fire-charred caves, stencilled hands painted on stone, engravings of animals and weapons on
rocks and middens of whitened seashells from ancient meals. 4 Many local suburbs, parks and
streets take their names from the Cammeraygal language including the suburb 'Cammeray'.
The Aboriginal Heritage Office was established for the protection of Aboriginal archaeological sites
by North Sydney Council in 2000 and it is the first of its type in Australia working in the protection of
all sites located within the boundaries of 8 northern Sydney Councils through a partnership
arrangement. Further information is available at www.aboriginalheritage.org.
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2.3 Phase 1: ‘Reserve’ Alienation 1838–1867
The 40 acre site of St Leonards Park, originally known as ‘The Reserve,’ was first identified and
gazetted when the original township of St Leonards (now called North Sydney) was laid out in 1838.
This township was bounded by what is now Miller, Walker, Lavender and Berry Streets. St
Leonards Park was set aside as the focus for the new township which surrounded the reserve
(Figure 2.1). By 1846 there were 106 houses in the township and by 1859, the commercial centre
had extended from Milsons Point to Miller Street. An omnibus service operated by Jeremiah Wall
ran between Milsons Point and North Sydney Shops, and North Sydney thus developed its own
identity.
No development occurred on the subject site in this early phase and the Reserve appears to have
5
remained undeveloped aside from a track that crossed diagonally across the park. Willoughby Falls
Creek to the north of the park was the source of the local water supply and a tributary ran through
6
the park near where the music shell now stands (Figure 2.4). At the end of Ridge Street was a cliff
and stone quarry, and a gully and swamp were said to have been located near the existing Fig Tree
Lane.7

Phase 1 Key dates
1838

40 acre site identified as Reserve on Plan for Township of St Leonards

2.4 Phase 2: The Park Established 1867–1900s
The earliest move towards creating a park was in 1867 by the first mayor of the newly created
borough of St Leonards, William Tunks. Tunks made it his first civic work to undertake to have the
40 acres of public reserve, formally dedicated as a public park and the centre piece for the new
municipality.
The park was dedicated in two portions, the earliest in 1867, was set aside for public recreation and
cricket (Tunks himself being passionate about cricket and a member of the first NSW’s team to play
Victoria). The second portion was set aside for public recreation in 1869.8
The park lay on Crown Land and in 1869 St Leonards Council was appointed as the public trustee
for the park. An Act of Parliament in 1879 gave it the name St Leonards Park.9
Sydney’s parks at this time were influenced by the Public Parks Movement from England and their
layout was largely guided by the influential director of the Sydney Botanic Gardens Charles Moore.
Moore’s use of Moreton Bay Figs and Port Jackson Figs planted along avenues in straight lines was
adopted in many parks in Sydney in the late nineteenth century.10 Hyde Park had been planted with
Moreton Bay Figs and Port Jackson Figs in 1862. This avenue concept was influenced by the
middle-class ideal of strolling or promenading down shaded avenues.
Tunks’ intense interest in the design and construction of St Leonards Park extended to his personal
provision of plantings from his own garden and the positioning of the paths and the planting of the
trees and shrubs. By 1873 funds raised by local residents had been used to fence the Park (Hyde
Park had been fenced in 1866) and to plant specimen trees, including pines, camphor laurels and
figs (Figure 2.3). It is probable that the existing avenues of large fig trees that run to the west of the
bowling club and oval No. 2 and those in what is now Fig Tree Lane (formerly Carlow Street
alignment) were planted at this time.11

8
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The proposed construction of Walker and Carlow Streets through the park 12 led William Tunks, in
1873, to chair a select Committee on the ‘Walker and Carlow Streets Enclosure’ Bill.13 What would
have been Carlow Street, near its intersection with Miller Street is now known as Fig Tree Lane. A
photograph of the park from the 1890s shows the already well-established fig trees on the eastern
side of Oval 1 (Figure 2.3). The 1930 aerial photograph shows a thick canopy of mature trees on
Fig Tree Lane (Figure 2.13). The entrance gate on Fig Tree Lane, constructed in the 1980s, now
forms an official entry into the park.
In 1883 Tunks fell in the park and sustained fatal injuries.14 A memorial fountain of Carrara marble
was erected in his honour in 1885 with funds raised from public subscription. This remains located
to the north of the War Memorial and Ridge Street (Figure 2.8).
In July 1890 the three boroughs of East St Leonards, St Leonards and Victoria were amalgamated
under a new name North Sydney Council. After the municipality of North Sydney was established
the original township came to be known as North Sydney; however, the park retained its gazetted
name ‘St Leonards Park’.15
With the formation of the new municipality, a by-law made in April 1891 under the provisions of the
Public Parks Act of 1884, gave the new Municipal Council of the Borough of North Sydney the
status of Trustees for St Leonards Park. In 1894 The Acting Under Secretary of Lands, officially
approved two areas for Cricket and football totalling 5.7 acres at St Leonards Park and a 5-year
license for 2 roods 36.5 perches for the Bowling Club (Figure 2.5).
The year 1886 saw the opening of a tramway which ran from the Milsons Point Ferry terminal to St
Leonards Park (Figure 2.9).
In 1897 the Jubilee Fountain was erected in honour of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria and
lay to the northeast of the bowling club area (Figure 2.6). The fountain was relocated to the North
Sydney Civic Centre Park in 1982.

2.4.1 Oval No 1 (North Sydney Oval)
The original cricket ground (now North Sydney Oval) was dedicated and the pitch laid with the first
dedication of the park on 6 December 1867, making it one of the oldest cricket grounds in
Australia.16 The National Trust Listing from 1993 refers to it as the oldest playing field still in use in
Australia. 17 The first pavilion for spectators at North Sydney Oval stood between 1879 and 1896
and was replaced by another in 1909 which stood until 1929 when the existing Duncan Thompson
Stand was erected. The original two stands stood on the southwest side of the oval. The Duncan
Thompson Stand was built in the early 1930s on the northwest side.18

2.4.2 Oval No 2 (Bon Andrews Oval)
Limited information on the formation and use of this oval is available. In 1894 when the Acting
Under Secretary of Lands, officially approved two areas for cricket and football at St Leonards Park,
a plan was created showing the outline of these areas. Oval No. 2 is shown on this plan as a
rectangular space with the name ‘Football Ground’ written on it indicating its original usage (Figure
2.5). Despite this, the oval appears to have been used for cricket and football since its
establishment.
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2.4.3 The St Leonards Bowling Club
In the early 1880s the proposal for a bowling green at St Leonards Park began to take shape.19 In
1885 a group of leading citizens proposed that Council, as Trustee, grant space for the game of
bowls. By-laws and subsequent Local Government and Crown Lands Acts did not allow Council to
lease parkland, only to enter into renewable occupancy agreements.
In September 1887, the Under-Secretary for Mines (then the Department responsible for Public
Parks) wrote stating there was no objection to the enclosure of a bowling green in St Leonards Park
subject to the rules gazetted on 25 May 1887. The rules established by the Public Parks Branch of
the Department of Mines, stated that a portion of any public park (not exceeding one-fourth of the
area) may be enclosed for the playing of cricket, football or other manly sports, subject to the public
having free entrance when no sport is being played.
The first annual general meeting of the club was held in 1888 when it was given the name the St
Leonards Bowling Club with the Mayor of St Leonards, Captain Jenkins, the first chairman. The
original club house had been constructed by the 1880s and appears on a photograph of the bowling
green from this time (Figure 2.2). It had a pitched, metal roof with encircling verandah.
The club’s first friendly matches were played against the city clubs of Rosehill and Balmain in the
1880s.

Phase 2 Key dates
1867

Borough of St Leonards formed with William Tunks as First mayor

1867

St Leonards Park dedicated

1867

Cricket ground dedicated – first cricket pitch laid

1869

Additional areas of St Leonards Park dedicated

1870s Establishment of the park including the laying of paths and planting of trees
1879

Construction of first pavilion for spectators at St Leonards Park Cricket Ground (North
Sydney Oval)

1885

Tunks Memorial Fountain erected in St Leonards Park

1886

Opening of tramway from the Milsons Point Ferry terminal to St Leonards Park

1887

Extension of Walker and Carlow Streets through the park halted

1888

Opening of St Leonards Bowling Club

1894

Two areas for Cricket and football and Bowling Club approved

1897

Erection of the Jubilee Fountain in honour of Queen Victoria
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2.5 Phase 3: Early Twentieth Century Development 1900–1930
2.5.1 St Leonards Park Open Space
War Memorial
In 1919 North Sydney Council established a War Memorial Committee to raise funds and identify a
site for an appropriate memorial to the many victims of the recently concluded war. Council
allocated a site in a prominent position at the crest of Ridge Street and on the park’s central axis in
direct alignment with the Tunks Memorial Fountain.
A design competition for the memorial was held with Frank Thorp (then a student working at Peddle
Thorp and Walker) winning, with the design approved by the Public Monuments Advisory Board. In
1924, the foundation stone was laid for the Inter-War Art Deco Style cenotaph monument. The war
memorial was unveiled in 1926. At 13m in height and made of Bowral trachyte, it was an
impressive structure. The Sydney Morning Herald described it on 5 August 1925 as ‘the largest and
most imposing war memorial in Sydney…visible from a great distance, including parts of the
harbour’20 (Figure 2.12). Additional plaques have since been added to the memorial to
commemorate subsequent wars.

World War I Field Gun
As was common in the years following World War I North Sydney Council was allotted a 77mm field
gun as a War Trophy by the State War Trophy Committee. This field gun had been captured from
the Germans in August 1918 east of Protyart, France. In 1921 the gun was mounted on a pedestal
in the northwest corner of St Leonards Park and was unveiled by Major-General Sir Granville Ryrie
(Figure 2.11).21
Subsequent World War I weapons captured from German, Austrian/Hungarian and Turkish forces
were distributed among the allied nations as reminders of the bravery and sacrifice of the soldiers
involved. In Australia, Committees were set up in each state to manage the distribution. Some were
retained for what would become the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, others distributed to
Army units to which the guns capture was linked and others to communities and schools. 22 Other
guns allotted at this time in the North Sydney Area were to Sydney Church of England Grammar
School (Shore) and to North Sydney Boys High.23

North Sydney Sewer Vent
North Sydney Sewer Vent was created as part of the North Sydney Division Sewer designed to
reticulate wastewater from North Sydney and Mosman areas. It was built by the Department of
Public Works between 1891 and 1899 and was transferred to the Metropolitan Board of Water
Supply and Sewerage in 1899. North Sydney Sewer Vent is a special sewer vent, and it is the only
item of this class in North Sydney Division Sewer system. It was connected in the vicinity of
intersection of Falcon Street and Alfred Street, and its role in the system was to ventilate the North
Sydney Main Sewer.
When the original Willoughby Bay treatment works were replaced by the North Sydney Ocean
Outfall System (NSOOS) in 1927 the vent became part of this new system. The vent is still
operational and retains its original use as an exhaust vent of the new system.24
The North Sydney Sewer Vent was originally located within St Leonards Park, on North Sydney
Council’s land (Figure 2.7). When the Warringah Freeway was constructed in the late 1960s the
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land immediately adjacent to the stack was separated from the rest of the park for the creation of
the Falcon Street exit. This led to the vent being located on a small landscaped island.

Tennis Courts
An aerial photograph of the park from 1930 shows two tennis court areas constructed where the
children’s playground now lies (Figure 2.13). It appears the children’s playground was constructed
in the location of the western court soon afterwards. (Figure 2.14)

2.5.2 Oval No 1 (North Sydney Oval)
Although originally dedicated for cricket, North Sydney Oval was also hosting football matches by
the turn of the century when the first North Shore Football Club relocated from a nearby paddock in
West Street. This Club became the nucleus of the first North Sydney Rugby Union Club under the
new district system introduced in 1900.25
With the growing use of the oval by both cricket and football its facilities needed upgrading. In 1904
the original grandstand was replaced with a more substantial structure and in 1909 a low picket
fence was erected to enclose the Oval (Figure 2.9). This fence was installed after agreement had
been reached between North Sydney Council, NSW Rugby Football League and Osborne &
Jerdan, a firm of opticians who conducted open-air picture shows on the Oval.26
In 1924 Council set about designing a new pavilion for the cricket ground to replace the existing
structure. The first prize of £30 was awarded to Mr F G Leslie Allen of Martin Place who designed
an elegant brick structure. At the time of its completion in 1929, this building was the largest
suburban grandstand in the State incorporating seating for 772 spectators and also dressing-rooms.
The pavilion was named after Duncan Thompson, Australian representative footballer.27 The official
opening took place in 1928 (Figure 2.13).

2.6 Phase 4: The Inter-War and Early Post War Years 1930s–1960s
The Great Depression of 1929 lead to huge unemployment in Australia. During this period the
government established numerous projects to create jobs. Several areas of St Leonards Park
reflect the style and indicate the park was a focus of depression work activities in the early 1930s.
These works are characterised by rusticated stone work with a rough rendered finish. A Works
Depot was established near the north eastern corner of Oval No. 1 around this time.

2.6.1 St Leonards Park Open Space
Children’s Playground St Leonards Park
The children’s playground was established in the 1930s on the site of the former tennis courts
(Figure 2.14). The playground was extensive and appears to have had a particular focus on active
recreation with rows of swings and climbing equipment shown (Figures 2.16–2.17). By the 1940s
children’s activities held in the park had expanded to include a programme of drama and dance,
plus sporting events. Each January the Annual Play Centre was organised at the playground by
North Sydney Council. The playground was staffed for many years by the Leadership Training
College where a Mr Edgar Herbert was the principal. Herbert was recognised as one of Australia’s
leading authorities on Physical Training and Children’s Playground development and it was thanks
to his personal efforts that the playground had developed to a high standard by 1940. Herbert’s
vision was to see the area become a model community centre but due to World War II and its
aftermath, this objective was not reached. Herbert died suddenly in 1948. 28
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Gardens
Photographs of the park from the 1930s show that several ornamental gardens had been planted by
this time (Figures 2.18–2.19). At one time a tree-lined path led from the War Memorial to a fenced
ornamental garden near Miller Street. The name ‘St Leonards Park’ was formed by planted beds in
the grassed area on the Miller Street side of the garden (Figure 2.20).

Air Raid Trenches
The Second World War saw the construction of numerous slit air raid trenches in St Leonards Park.
These were constructed in a zig-zag configuration mostly in the northern area of the Park with a few
constructed near the War Memorial (Figure 2.22). In 1944 they were all filled in. 29

Stone Shelter Shed
Construction began in 1943 of a ‘stone building for the use of Old Age and Invalid Pensioners’.
following a Department of Local Government and Housing grant. Its construction was described in
the 1944 North Sydney Council Annual Report:
constructed of irregularly coursed square rock faced rubble of various natural colours. The four arches were
finished with rock faced stone; the roof covered with Terra Cotta mottled tiles and the eaves boxed. The
ceiling was of Fibro Cement sheets and the floor made of crazy concrete slabs with coloured joints. Four
concrete tables of ornamental design with timber seats were constructed inside the building for the playing of
games, draughts, cards etc.
The building complete with arches, glass, pipe grille and frames cost £517 and was completed in
1944.30

The Music Shell
Commissioned by North Sydney Council and designed by architects Peddle Thorpe and Walker, the
music shell was completed in 1948 at a cost of £7,260. It was officially opened on 13 November by
Hon. Clive R Evatt, Minister for Housing.31 An audience of 4,000 watched the Sydney Symphony
Orchestra and the North Shore Choral Society perform at the grand opening.32 It quickly became a
regular venue for evening concerts, orchestral and choral recitals, carols by candlelight and even
the circus.33
The building’s Art Deco, or more specifically Art Moderne qualities are enhanced by relief sculpture
on the lining of the roof and other refined detailing, including urns and decorative grilles on either
side of the stage. The two level building at the rear provided a band practice room with chair
storage at the lower level (the audience sat on chairs). When constructed the stage area was
flanked with multi-coloured banks of concealed lights fitted with dimmers as was common in cinema
lighting of this period. This would have provided a dramatic effect considering the shell’s parkland
setting. 34

2.6.2 Oval No. 1 (North Sydney Oval)
In 1936 the picket fence surrounding Oval No. 1 was replaced by a brick wall necessitating the
removal of a double avenue of large Moreton Bay Fig trees along Miller Street (Figure 2.13). The
existing brick wall enclosing the oval on the eastern side probably dates from this time also. During
this period the concrete terrace seating was installed, located along the western side of the Oval
(Figure 2.22).35 This seating was extended southerly to near the turnstiles entrance from Ridge
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Street in 1938 (Figure 2.24). This extension allowed the concrete seating to cater for approximately
1,200 people.36
By 1931, the high level of usage of the oval itself led to the first major renovation of its surface. The
ground was ploughed and levelled, and the centre of the field was raised by 2ft to eliminate the
problem of water pooling on the pitch. 37 From 1930s to 1960s the Oval Complex structures
remained largely unchanged with a spectator capacity of approximately 20,000.

2.6.3 Oval No. 2
Around 1930 a brick pavilion called the Cunningham Pavilion was constructed at Oval No. 2. This is
shown both on the 1930 aerial and the c1930 plan of the site (Figures 2.13–2.14).

2.6.4 The Bowling Club
In April 1932, with the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, a major bowls tournament involving
226 teams was officially opened at the North Sydney Bowling Club. Also in the 1930s women
bowlers were first given permission to bowl at the North Sydney Club one day a week by invitation.

2.7 Phase 5: The Post War Boom 1960s–Present
2.7.1 Eastern Boundary
Significant changes to the park began taking place in the 1960s when the Warringah Freeway
which currently lies along the eastern boundary of the park, was being constructed. Around 3 acres
of the park, were resumed for the creation of the freeway. The Sewer Vent Stack, in the northeast
corner of the park, was also alienated from the park to create a turning lane from the Freeway into
Falcon Street. Plantings of mixed native species were added to the Warringah Freeway boundary
to form a visual barrier and soil from the excavation of the freeway is believed to have created an
undulating topography at this end of the park. The Warringah Freeway opened in June 1968 (Figure
2.23).

Netball Courts
From the 1960s, grass netball courts were located to the south of the bowling club near Ridge
Street. The courts were mainly used for practice by local schools. In 1992 approval was given for
the formalisation of the facility through the construction of two all-weather green asphalt netball
courts. Adjoining the netball courts is a small covered picnic shelter for spectators, built during the
1980s in the same architectural vocabulary as the North Sydney Oval extensions.38

The Bowling Club
In 1960 the North Sydney Bowling Club sought approval to demolish their existing club house and
to construct a new clubhouse on the site. Government Policy regarding clubs and other
organisations in exclusive occupation upon Crown Lands reserved or dedicated for public recreation
had been amended in 1960. As a result, the bowling club was invited by the Minister for Lands to
apply for a lease tenure of the land it occupied. Subsequently, special lease 1960/227 was granted
for a term in perpetuity. By granting the lease, the Crown waived its claim to the leased land and
any improvement thereon. At the same time Council’s trusteeship was terminated and it waived its
claim to any improvements on the subject land.
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Approval for a new club house was granted. It was financed and constructed by the club. The Club
also received additional land for parking and for the larger clubhouse amounting to a total site of
more than 1.4ha.

2.7.2 The 1980s Improvements to St Leonards Park and North Sydney Oval
Increased demand for recreation activities in the park in the 1970s, especially football, brought
pressure on the existing facilities. In 1983 construction began on a ‘new look’ North Sydney Oval
(Oval No.1) and the refurbishment of the Duncan Thompson Stand. The newly elected Mayor, Ted
Mac, was behind this key initiative and engaged architect Feiko Bouman to design the oval’s new
facilities. This ’new look’ was then adopted for the whole municipality to create a new and attractive
corporate identity. The colours of ‘cantaloupe’ and ‘jumbunna orange’ were carried through the
community on redesigned civic amenities such as street signs and bus shelters.
In conjunction with the upgrade of North Sydney Oval, other areas of the St Leonards Park were
revitalised, including fresh paint and new park furniture including park seats designed especially for
the park (then later used throughout the community), new light-poles, bollards and paving. New
entrance gates were created from Miller Street and Fig Tree Lane was named.

Oval No 1 Upgrade
By 1976, the North Sydney Oval (Oval No.1) was carrying seven full football matches (three
different codes: Australian Rules, Rugby Union, Rugby League) on the weekend, and eight training
sessions during the week. Several proposals for redevelopment of the Oval were put forward during
the 1960s and 70s, and by 1980 this had become one of the major issues in the local Council
elections of that year.
Ted Mack became Mayor in 1980 and commenced a refurbishment and redevelopment plan for
North Sydney Oval with architect Feiko Bouman.39 The ensuing redevelopment officially opened in
February 1987 and comprised the first capital works to the oval complex in over 50 years. The
design involved the construction of 3 new stands, a media tower (given two additional levels in
1992)40 and the reconstruction of the 'Bob' Stand, relocated from the Sydney Cricket Ground. The
original shelter sheds and scoreboard were upgraded to match North Sydney Council’s Federation
style, while picket fences, unifying coloured brick paving and red bitumen were used to provide the
finishing touches to the Oval surrounds.
In keeping with the Duncan Thompson Stand, each of the new stands was named after a famous
Australian sportsperson: Bill O'Reilly, an Australian Test Cricketer, Charles Macartney, opening
batsman for Australia during the 1920s, and Mollie Dive, Captain of the Australian Women's Cricket
Side on three tours, state representative hockey player and seeded number two squash player. It is
believed this is the first time a grandstand had been named after a female sportsperson. The final
addition was the 'Hill' Stand at North Sydney Oval which was named in honour of former Test
Cricketer, Doug Walters.
The Oval redevelopment saw council zoning regulations amended to allow for the range of activities
now accommodated on the site, including a kindergarten and two-level Function Centre in the Mollie
Dive Members' Stand, and commercial and office spaces within the O'Reilly and Macartney Stands.
In 1998 soccer was introduced to North Sydney Oval when the ground became home to the
Northern Spirit, participants in the National Soccer League competition. In recent years, the Oval
has also hosted Australian Football League exhibition matches and Twenty20 Cricket matches.
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In 2007, a new eight-team national Rugby Union competition, designed to bridge the gap between
Super 14 and Club Rugby, began using North Sydney Oval as the Sydney teams’ home ground.
The North Sydney Cricket Club has had long traditions and associations with North Sydney Oval
and over the years, a number of Australian representatives have come through the North Sydney
Club's ranks, including Sid Barnes, Sir Donald Bradman, Jack Gregory, Doug Walters and Keith
Miller

2.7.3 Other Developments 1980–Present
Oval No. 2
In 1995 Council changed the name of the North Sydney Oval No. 2 to the ‘Bon Andrews Oval’ in
recognition of the services of Gavin John ‘Bon’ Andrews to the Northern Suburbs Rugby Union
Football club. Andrews was a long-time North Sydney resident who played over 600 grade
matches, encouraged and advised young players and worked as the Club’s gear steward for many
years.
Currently the Bon Andrews Oval is used for various football codes in winter and cricket in summer.
It is now flood lit, suitable for practice afternoons and evenings. Local schools regularly use the oval
for sports and carnivals.

The Bowling Club
In the early 1980s the land included in the lease to the Bowling Club was altered. Lots 1106 and
2
1107 of the Deposited Plan No. 46990, comprising a total of 532.6m were withdrawn from the
lease and returned to the reserve. In exchange an equal area (Lot 1104) was revoked from the
reserve and added to the lease. 41
In 1990 the Bowling Club was taken over by the North Sydney Leagues Club and became known as
The North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club.
With the change to the bowling club boundaries, the fountain commemorating 60 years of Queen
Victoria’s reign had become enclosed within the Bowling Club’s northern boundary. In 1982 it was
re-located to its current location in Civic Park, Miller Street.

Recent Development and Current Uses
Following damage by vandalism to the Tunks Memorial Fountain in the 1980s the fountain was
restored, re-constructed and re-dedicated by North Sydney Council in 1988. As part of this
refurbishment the fountain was enclosed by a circular cast-iron palisade fence of a style appropriate
for the age of the fountain.
In 1991 the music shell was refurbished and again in 2002 when it won the National Trust Award for
adaptive reuse.
In 1994 St Leonards Park was classified by the National Trust as an item of heritage value to the
community.
In 2001 the Planet X Youth Centre opened in the Music Shell and continues to use this facility
today. As well as using the space as a drop-in centre for local youth, Planet X runs a successful
music concert called ‘Shell Shocked’ from the Music Shell each year.
In 2001 the children’s playground was upgraded, including new equipment and ‘soft-fall’ surfaces.
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In 2004/05 North Sydney Oval became the home of Starlight Cinema. Here movies are projected
onto a large inflatable screen, while patrons picnic informally on the Oval, or sit in the stands. This
event runs from January to March each year.
In 2007 the St Leonards Park section of the North Sydney Stormwater Reuse Project was
completed. This involves the pumping of reused stormwater from a storage dam in Cammeray Park
to St Leonards Park, providing irrigation for many areas of the park, including North Sydney Oval,
the Bon Andrews Oval, the open lawn areas and the North Sydney Bowling Club. This stormwater
reuse system has eliminated the need for the Park to have a separate water storage facility and
extraction system.
Informally the park continues to be used for joggers, fitness classes, picnics and as a place to sit
and rest. It is also well used by local schools including pre-schools and for activities as diverse as
excursions, lunch time sport, formal matches and fixtures.

2.8 Comparative Analysis
Other urban parks in NSW that are contemporary with St Leonards Park include Prince Alfred Park,
Sydney (1865), Belmore Park, Goulburn (1867), Victoria Park, Dubbo (1871), Albury Botanic
Gardens (1871–77), King Edward Park, Newcastle (1883), Rushcutters Bay Park (1886), Singleton
Park (1887) and Victoria Park, Camperdown (1887), along with many suburban parks (Redfern
Park (1885) and Alexandria Park (1882–1889) developed in the 1880s and 1890s42. Some of these
share design features with St Leonards Park, such as early land alienation for cricket, and soon
after rugby (Redfern and Alexandria) and also bowling (Redfern); axial pathways and plantings of
native figs, Moreton Bay Fig and Port Jackson Fig, as promoted by Charles Moore, Director of
Sydney’s Botanic Gardens; construction of tennis courts and children’s play areas in the 1930s-40s;
and the inclusion of memorial fountains, war memorials and trophy war guns. However as an urban
park with its nineteenth century layout and key features of oval’s and bowling green remaining intact
and in use St Leonards Park is rare.
In the National Trust Parks and Gardens Conservation Committee Recording and Assessment
Form for the park, compiled in 1993, it is stated that North Sydney heritage expert David Earle
assessed St Leonards Park to be a nineteenth-century urban park which ranks ‘above the designs
of Hyde Park, Redfern, Victoria, Alexandria, Marrickville and Ashfield Parks’. He considered the
‘original character (of St Leonards Park) was very similar to the Upper Garden of the Sydney
Botanic Gardens’.
Further investigation is required into the rarity of the Children’s Play Area, which retains elements of
1930s unemployment relief landscaping works and appears to be an early example of the
recognition of the need to provide specially designed spaces for children to play associated with the
Town Planning Movement. As a playground established in the 1930s, and remaining in use, it may
be rare in New South Wales.
As a fine example of a nineteenth-century urban park, St Leonards Park is of Exceptional
significance at a local level for its retention of most of its original land and internal pathways, its
important historical associations with sport and the development of North Sydney, its social
significance to many recognised sporting groups and the wider community and the outstanding
aesthetic values derived from its landscaping which includes remnant indigenous trees, magnificent
plantings of native figs, other rainforest species and a wide variety of ornamental trees, together
with its active and passive recreational spaces, internal vistas and panoramic views to Sydney
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Harbour. The park contains many structures and as an early example of its type it is relatively rare
and remarkably intact. Further research of its comparative values may lead to an assessment that it
is of State significance.

2.9 Chronology of Existing Fabric
The following table outlines the surviving fabric from each identified phase of development located
within St Leonards Park. Figures 2.26 to 2.30 following show the location of the elements identified
in the following table.
Table 2.1 Phases of development and surviving fabric.
Phase

Date of
Construction

Feature

1838

The site layout is established on St Leonards Plan for Township

1867

St Leonards Park and North Sydney Oval dedicated as Cricket Ground

1870s

Fig Tree lane and key paths

1885

Tunks Memorial Fountain and cast iron drinking fountain

1888

St Leonards Bowling Club

1894

Bon Andrews Oval (Oval No.2) (established by this date)

1921

World War I Artillery Gun

1926

War Memorial to commemorate WWI

1928

Duncan Thompson Stand North Sydney Oval

c1920s

Oval Bus Shelter (former tram stop)

1930s

Children’s Playground

1930s

Cunningham Pavilion (Oval No.2)

1943

Stone Shelter Shed

1948

Music Shell

c1940s

Sandstone walling (Fig Tree Ave and cnr Miller and Ridge)

c1960

Public Toilets (west of playground)

1960

Current Bowling Clubhouse

1960s

Netball Courts (originally grass now synthetic)

1980s

Cunningham Pavilion extensions

1980s

Cast iron bollards (now red)

1980s

Red Light Poles (part of North Sydney Oval complex upgrading works)

Phase 1: 1838-1867

Phase 2: 1867-1900s

Phase 3: 1900s-1930s

Phase 4: 1930s-1960s

Phase 5: 1960s-Present
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1980s

Shelter (Netball courts) (part of North Sydney Oval complex upgrading
works)

1980s

Red Bollards (part of North Sydney Oval complex upgrading works)

1980s

Fig Tree Lane metal gates and stone posts (part of North Sydney Oval
complex upgrading works)

1990s

Cricket Nets (north of Oval No.1)

1990s

Stone Bollards (Bowling Club access road)

2000s

Picnic Shelter (playground)

2.10 St Leonards Park State Historical Themes
The NSW Heritage Manual identifies a specific set of ‘Historical Themes relevant to New South
Wales’ within which the heritage values of the place can be examined. Relevant themes for St
Leonards Park include:
Australian Theme

NSW Theme

St Leonards Park

8 Developing Australia’s
cultural life

Leisure

As a prominent public space within North Sydney, St
Leonards Park has played an important role in leisure
since 1867.
Contains remnants of one of the earliest examples of a
public playground in New South Wales.

Activities associated with
recreation and relaxation

Music Shell is rare example of a 1940s outdoor music
venue still in continuous use.
8 Developing Australia’s
cultural life

8 Developing Australia’s
cultural life

7 Governing

Sport
Activities associated with
organised recreational and
health promotional activities
Creative endeavour
Activities associated with the
production and performance of
literary, artistic, architectural
and other imaginative,
interpretive or inventive works;
and/or associated with the
production and expression of
cultural phenomena; and/or
environments that have
inspired such creative
activities.
Defence
Activities associated with
defending places from hostile
takeover and occupation.
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St Leonards Park has been associated with sporting
activities, both structured and informal since 1867.
North Sydney Oval is an exceptionally rare example of
a sports ground in continuous use since 1867 when it
was established as a cricket ground
St Leonards Park has associations with local
performance activities.
North Sydney Oval hosted open air movies during the
early 1900s and does so again currently. The Music
Shell has also been an important local venue and has
hosted live open air concerts since 1948.
The designed landscape of the park reflects changes in
urban park landscaping styles from the mid-nineteenth
century to the present day.

During World War II the park contained a number of air
raid shelters.
The park is the setting for the North Sydney War
Memorial, an imposing cenotaph designed by
prominent Sydney architects Peddle Thorp and Walker
and opened in 1925.
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Australian Theme

NSW Theme

St Leonards Park

8 Developing Australia’s
cultural life

Social institutions

As demonstrated by the war memorial St Leonards
Park has been associated with remembering Australian
Servicemen since the end of the First World War.
St Leonards park contains a First World War trophy
gun and a War Memorial/cenotaph built in 1924.

4 Building settlements,
towns and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages
Activities associated with
creating, planning and
managing urban functions,
landscapes and lifestyles in
towns, suburbs and villages

The land for St Leonards Park was identified in the
1838 plan for the new township of St Leonards.
The park is an important part of the early planning of
North Sydney and was established as a focal point for
the new town on a high point with expansive views of
the harbour.

3 Developing local,
regional and national
economies

Environment – cultural
landscape

The park is a fine example of a mid-nineteenth century
urban park with major twentieth-century overlays.

Activities associated with the
interactions between humans,
human societies and the
shaping of their physical
surroundings.

The designed landscape features a network of paths
and spaces created for both active and passive
recreation with substantial hard and soft landscaping
features.

9 Marking the phases of
life

Persons

The park has strong associations with William Tunks,
an important figure in the historical development of St
Leonards and North Sydney. The Tunks Memorial
fountain and Tunks (Way) Avenue are notable park
elements dedicated to his memory.
Several of the park’s spaces and structures are named
in honour of prominent Australian sportspersons.

Activities of, and associations
with, identifiable individuals,
families and communal groups.

The park is strongly associated with several community
sporting groups.

20

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

Figure 2.1 The Municipality of St Leonards petitioned for by a democratic meeting in December 1859. (Source: Jones M 1988, North
Sydney 1877-1988, Allen & Unwin, p16
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Figure 2.2 St Leonards Park Bowling Green in the 1880s. Note the original clubhouse to the right. (Source: Stanton Library Local
Studies)
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Figure 2.3 1890s pathways in St Leonards Park looking north towards Falcon Street (Source: Stanton Library)

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

23

Figure 2.4 1890s Metropolitan Detail Sheets No. 46 (left) & 47 (right) showing development on St Leonards Park at this time. For
some reason the Cricket Ground (Oval No. 1) is not shown on Sheet 46 although a small stone structure can be seen near Miller
Street. The Football Ground and Bowling Club Area (enclosed) are clearly shown on Sheet 47. The plan shows the established paths
which crisscross the park and the alignment of what would have become Walker and Carlow Streets. Willoughby Creek is also shown
running through the North western corner of the park. (Source: Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.5 First areas dedicated for sport in St Leonards Park 1894. This tracing was attached to a letter forwarded to the Lands
Department from North Sydney Council on 11 October 1894 informing them that the Council, as trustees of St Leonards Park wished to
‘set apart for cricket, football or any other lawful game or sports the several areas tinted pink on the enclosed tracing’. (Stanton Library)

Figure 2.6 Photograph of the Jubilee Fountain soon after its erection in 1897 to the north east of the Bowling Green (Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.7 North Sydney Sewer Vent 1899 looking south west across St Leonards Park from corner of Alfred and Falcon Streets
(Source: Sewer Vent, North Sydney, Conservation Management Strategy, Falcon Street North Sydney, by Sydney Water, February
2006 (updated October 2009) p 15)
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Figure 2.8 c1900 St Leonards Park Main Avenue with Tunks Memorial Fountain looking south towards Ridge Street. (Source: Stanton
Library)

Figure 2.9 1910 Miller Street looking north. St Leonards Park is on right of the photograph shown fenced.(Source: Stanton Library)

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

27

Figure 2.10 North Sydney Oval 1920. (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.11 1921 unveiling of the World War I Field Gun (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.12 War Memorial c1928 (Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.13 1930 aerial photograph of St Leonards Park. The two ovals and bowling club can be seen, also the newly constructed
Duncan Thomas Stand at Oval 1 and what appears to be two tennis courts located where the children’s playground now lies. The war
memorial is also seen near Ridge Street. Note also the tree plantings especially in the area now known as Fig Tree Lane off Miller
Street (Source Department of Lands)
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Figure 2.14 Sydney Water Plan dated c1930 showing the development of St Leonards Park at this time. (Source: Sydney Water plan
Room)
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Figure 2.15 1936 plans for alterations to Bowling Clubhouse (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.16 1937 Children’s Playground, St Leonards Park (Source: Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.17 1937 Children’s playground with tennis courts adjacent. Sometime after the playground was relocated to the area of the
tennis court where it remains today (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.18 1937 ornamental gardens possibly the corner of Falcon and Miller Streets (Source: Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.19 1937 image of the park showing one of the Avenues marked as Tunks Avenue (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.20 1937 the park entry from Miller Street looking towards War Memorial (Source: Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.21 1937 view of St Leonards Park looking south towards the War Memorial which seems to show a bandstand in the park
located near the Bowling Club (Source: Stanton Library)

Figure 2.22 1943 aerial photograph of St Leonards Park. The zig-zag configuration outlines the air-raid trenches that had been
constructed in St Leonards Park during World War II. These were filled in in 1944. (Source: Department of Lands)
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Figure 2.23 1965 aerial photograph showing the initial phase of the construction of the Warringah Freeway. (Source: Stanton Library)
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Figure 2.24 1965 aerial of St Leonards Park. The new bowling club house can be seen and also the grass netball courts near Ridge
Street (Source: Department of Lands)

Figure 2.25 1987 Tram shelter shed adapted for use as a bus stop on Miller Street (Source: Stanton Library)

36

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

Figure 2.26 Phases of Development- Phase 1: ‘Reserve’ Alienation 1838—1867
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1.

North Sydney Oval

2.

Oval No.2

5.

Tunks Fountain

6.

Sewer vent

3.

Bowling Club lease area

4.

Fig Tree Lane

Figure 2.27 Phases of Development- Phase 2: The Park Established 1867—1900s
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1.

War Memorial

5.

Former Tram Shelters
(Oval Bus Stop)

2.

Artillery Gun

3.

Tennis Courts (now
playground)

4.

Sewer Vent

Figure 2.28 Phases of Development- Phase 3: Early Twentieth Century Development 1900—1930
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1.

Playground

2.

Sandstone Shelter

3.

Music Shell

5.

Sandstone picnic shelter

6.

Sandstone walling

7.

J.D. Fletcher Plaque

4.

Cunningham Pavilion

Figure 2.29 Phases of Development- Phase 4: The Inter-War and Early Post War Years 1930s—1960s
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1.

Glen Renouf Plaque

2.

Judge Boulter Plaque

3.

Wheels Tree Plaque

4.

Public Toilet

5.

Picnic area

6.

Cunningham Pavilion
extensions

7.

Gavin Andrews Plaque

8.

Fig Tree Lane Gates
and Posts

9.

Queen Elizabeth visit
Plaque

10.

Tunks Fountain
surrounds and Plaques

11.

Bowling Club Plaques
and JT Warre Plaque

12.

Bowling Club extension

13.

Bowling Club access
road

14.

Shelter- Netball Courts

15.

Netball Courts

16.

2005 War Memorial
plaques.

Figure 2.30 Phases of Development- Phase 5: The Post War Boom 1960s—Present
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3.0 Physical Evidence
3.1 Introduction
St Leonards Park was surveyed by the project team in February and March 2012 to identify and
record the layout, key components and physical character of the site. The inspection also included
reviewing the general condition of key components (where possible). All readily accessible areas of
the site were inspected. The North Sydney Oval and North Sydney Bowing Club are outside of the
current study and have not been inspected.
In order to provide analysis and practical management policies we have identified 12 precincts
within the park. Figure 3.1 identifies these precincts and each precinct and its elements are
described in the tables following.

3.2 Site Analysis
3.2.1 St Leonards Park and its Setting
The site area of St Leonards Park is bounded by Miller, Falcon and Ridge Streets, and by the
Warringah Expressway (see Figure 1.1). It comprises approximately 15ha of land identified by Lot
7321 and DP 1149783.

Topography
The land on which St Leonards Park has been developed has a low ridge running diagonally
through ovals 1 and 2. The land slopes gently to the north-west, forming a shallow dish around the
Music Shell (a drainage line, a tributary of Willoughby Falls Creek, across this area is evident in an
1890s plan1 and it was formerly prone to flooding. 2
The natural topography of St Leonards Park remains evident within the existing layout. A ridge
running between North Sydney Oval and the Bon Andrews Oval towards Ridge Street remains
elevated. The former Willoughby Falls Creek that crossed Miller Street at Carlow Street that
continued to a swampy area towards the corner of Falcon and Miller Streets has since been
diverted to underground pipes; however, this area remains the lowest lying area within the park.
The land falls steeply to the Warringah Freeway cutting, where despite the extensive excavation for
the freeway, there remains evidence of the cliff and stone quarry that was once at the end of Ridge
Street.

Geology and Soils
The park’s original sandstone topsoil and subsoil, which varies between clay, silty sand, sandy clay
with ironstone accretions and weathered sandstone remains. In many areas of the park soil depth
over bedrock is minimal, inhibiting tree growth. However, it is noted in the 2011 Plan of
Management that development of St Leonards Park has caused extensive changes to the original
soil profiles. The establishment of ornamental gardens and lawn areas required soil modification
and the importing of more arable soils. Grading of the sporting ovals entailed extensive modification
of the existing soils. Topsoil removed from North Sydney Oval during its redevelopment was used to
create mounds in the east of the Park. In low lying poorly drained areas, such as adjacent to the
Music Shell, the netball courts and the freeway, soils are heavily compacted. 3
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Views and Vistas
The park is the source of important views within the local area. With high rise apartments along
Falcon Street and parts of Miller and Ridge Streets, elevated views into the green areas of the park
are important. The development of the North Sydney Oval complex restricts views both to and from
the park in the areas surrounding it. The axial layout of the park provides important views internally
with the War Memorial at Ridge Street an important axial focal point in the local context. The Music
Shell and the adjacent grassed amphitheatre combine to form an important area of open space
within the park. The gentle fall of the park towards the east, with little planting or development
provides expansive views towards the Harbour over the Warringah Freeway.
Views into the park from the public domain at street level in Ridge, Miller and Falcon Streets are
restricted to varying degrees by row plantings of trees parallel to the boundaries. There are
panoramic views from the south-east corner of the park towards Sydney Harbour. There are vistas
along the major internal paths, partly obscured along Tunks Avenue by the centrally located lamp
posts.4

Park Boundary
The park is open to pedestrians along the northern and western perimeters with established
perimeter planting and key access paths at Falcon, Miller and Ridge Streets. Historic images
indicate the Miller Street boundary was once fenced (as shown in Figure 2.8) and at a later date the
Falcon Street boundary had a post and rail type fence at least along a portion (as shown in
Figure2.19).
Currently the eastern, freeway boundary is enclosed with a high fence and a low timber barrier on
the northeast edge at Bon Andrews Oval. A steel safety fence tops the sandstone retaining wall at
the eastern end of the Falcon Street boundary.
The current boundary along Miller Street in the vicinity of the Music Shell is enclosed in an informal
manner by banking with planted rows. A mature row of Lophostemon confertus (Brush Box) line the
Miller Street boundary which is otherwise open to Miller Street. The Falcon Street boundary is
planted with Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-scented Gum) whose high canopy provides open parkland
around.

Access and Circulation
The key entry point on Miller Street is Fig Tree Lane (opposite Carlow Street). This is reinforced by
mature specimen palms and fig tree planting. The corner of Miller and Ridge is extensively paved
as a key area for entry and exit to the North Sydney Oval. Although the Ridge Street boundary of
the park is open, the War Memorial forms a strong focal point for entry to the park from this location.
The corner of Miller and Falcon Streets is a key entry point from residential and commercial areas
to the north-west. The Falcon Street boundary, due to the adjacent heavy traffic, is a lesser entry
point but Tunks Avenue at the centre is prominent as the park’s central axial path, and a link to the
popular children’s playground.

Natural Elements of St Leonards Park
The land on which St Leonards Park has been developed has a low ridge running diagonally
through ovals 1 and 2. The land slopes gently to the north-west, forming a shallow dish around the
Music Shell (a drainage line, a tributary of Willoughby Falls Creek, across this area is evident in an
1890s plan5 and it was formerly prone to flooding).6 As in many parts of Sydney, post-European
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settlement cleared much of the original native vegetation for timber for building construction or for
firewood. The landscape of St Leonards Park was described as largely undeveloped prior to
establishment of the park in 1867 but just how much original vegetation remained is not clear.
There are a few remnants of the original vegetation community surviving today apart from scattered
eucalypts and some stumps retained for their habitat value and interpretive potential.

3.3 Existing Site Features
The 2011 St Leonards Park Plan of Management identifies twelve features of the park. The
following is a description of each of these features. Their general condition and heritage significance
are listed in Section 4 following.

North Sydney Oval No.1 (North Sydney Oval Complex)
The oval complex is not part of the current study area however it is considered here in terms of its
relationship to the rest of the site.
North Sydney Oval is one of Sydney's premier sporting venues used for regular fixtures and various
one-off sporting and cultural special events, North Sydney Oval is well used. The circulation of
people to and from the oval is a key consideration within park functions. The oval complex also
includes Council’s Parks Depot, commercial/retail outlets facing Miller Street, a childcare centre with
adjoining playground, and a function centre. The use of these facilities, particularly Council’s Depot
results in considerable number of vehicle movements along Fig Tree Avenue.
The original open village green layout of the oval that remained until the 1920s has been lost
through the progressive development of stands and associated encircling walls. The complex
relates poorly to the surrounding parkland, with no connections between the complex and the park
on the eastern and southern elevations. A very large mature fig tree survives within the oval
complex towards its north-eastern corner, just outside the actual playing field. The Oval Complex is
shown in Figure 3.8 following.

Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)
The Bon Andrews Oval is situated in the north-eastern section of the park. It is a well-used sports
ground, hosting football in winter and cricket in summer as well as school activities and informal
training. In contrast to North Sydney Oval (Oval No.1). The Bon Andrews Oval has remained open
with minimal surrounding development and is enclosed by a low picket fence. Floodlights have
recently been added allowing uses for training in the afternoons and evenings throughout the year.
The building is serviced by the adjacent Cunningham Pavilion, a brick building dating from the
1930s that houses changing rooms and toilets. To the rear of the pavilion is a court yard enclosed
by depression era rusticated fencing and gateway. Large fig trees bound the southern perimeter of
the oval enhancing the visual setting. The Oval and Cunningham Pavilion are shown in Figure 3.9.

Netball Courts
Two netball courts are located in the south-eastern area of the park, between the Bowling Club and
Ridge Street. Unfenced, the previous grass courts were formalised as competition standard hard
courts in 1993. They are used for practice by local schools, competitions and other informal
recreation. The courts are serviced by a small covered shelter of a similar design to the modern
buildings in the Oval Complex. The shelter is shown in Figure 3.10 following. The courts are
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bounded on their western and southern sides by irregular tree plantings, including a short row of
hoop pines close to the Ridge Street boundary of the park.

North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club
The Bowling Club is not part of the current study area and is operated independently.
considered here in terms of its relationship to the rest of the site.

It is

The club is located in the open south-eastern section of St Leonards Park, close to the war
memorial and Tunks fountain. The club’s three greens, clubhouse, smaller maintenance building
and car park for up to 50 cars are enclosed by a low metal fence. Although an early feature of the
park the existing character of the Bowling Club is twentieth century, with the present clubhouse
dating from 1961. Further investigations as to the clubhouse’s architect and an assessment of its
aesthetic qualities are recommended to assess the likely heritage significance of the building.
The Bowling Club site is accessed by a 3m-wide bitumen-paved access way from Ridge Street.
Running adjacent to the park’s central axis, adjacent to the War Memorial, this road is edged with
recent dome-topped sandstone bollards. The entrance to the Bowling Club is marked by sandstone
piers, one with a plaque marking the foundation of the club in 1888, the other bearing a plaque
indicating the JT Warren Memorial Gates were erected in 1949 There is however currently no gate
attached to the piers. The land in the access way is vested in Council’s care and control as part of
the reserve. Beyond the gate posts the access widens to provide 90-degree angle parking on the
eastern side. A group of mature gums is located to the west of the parking area. The Bowling Club
is shown in Figure 3.11 following.

Music Shell Entertainment Area
The Music Shell, with a strong Art Moderne character and dramatically pitched awning, is the major
feature in the north-western section of St Leonards Park. It was designed with a band room and
adjacent dressing rooms and is two storeys on the northern elevation. The building was extensively
restored in 1993 and further renovated and upgraded in 2002 and currently houses the Planet X
Youth Centre which provides facilities, activities and services for young people between 12 and 20,
as well as performances. The large grassed amphitheatre in front of the building provides informal
seating for events or other recreation unrelated to the Music Shell. The Music Shell is shown in
Figure 3.12 following.

War Memorial and Tunks Fountain
The southern section of St Leonards Park contains two of the park’s most formal elements, the War
Memorial and Tunks Fountain. Tunks Fountain is a distinctly Victorian element. Added in 1885, the
ornamental fountain of Sicilian marble was repaired in 1988, with pedestal added and enclosed by a
circular palisade fence with a planted bed between the fountain and the fence. The fountain is
shown in Figure 3.13 following
Of a distinctly Art Deco Stripped Classical quality, the War Memorial was completed in 1926.
Although now dwarfed by the North Sydney skyline, the War Memorial still commands a prominent
position at the top of Walker Street and is visible from many areas both within and outside the Park,
as shown in Figure 3.14.
The War Memorial terminates the park’s main axial path at its southern end, an incomplete double
row of Canary Island date palms (outer row) and fan palms (inner row) reinforcing the vista, and
symbolic as plantings often associated with memorials. The curtilage of the War Memorial includes
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the view lines down Tunks Avenue, along Ridge Street and Walker Street. Its open context within
the park also contributes to its prominence. The planted avenue of plams and other trees, to the
north of the War Memorial, flanking Tunks Avenue, reinforce the symmetry of its arrangement.
The previously strong visual connection between the War Memorial and the Tunks Fountain is
interrupted by red-painted light poles along the middle of the pathway that links these significant
elements. These are two of the key park elements however the precinct is currently cramped and
cluttered and not entirely complementary.

World War I Artillery Gun
The key element of the park at the corner of Falcon and Miller Streets is the 77mm World War I
Field Gun captured by Australian troops in France in 1918 This trophy gun is mounted on a threestepped concrete pedestal with a marble memorial plaque with leaded inscription on one face. The
gun is shown in Figure 3.15 following.

Children’s Playground
The children's playground is located in the centre of the park to the north near Falcon Street. The
playground is defined by a low wall of depression era rusticated stonework with stone and cement
entry arch bearing the words ‘play area’. The combination of rough stone and bagged cement
render is typical of depression-era public works programs. The play area is located in a rectangular
area that appear to reflect the earlier tennis courts layout, previously in this location (see Figure
2.13). The playground fencing extends to the west as a partial retaining wall creating a sheltered
area adjacent. A picnic shelter, tables and barbecue add to the facilities in the area.
The playground was substantially upgraded in 2001 with custom designed play equipment including
both junior and senior multipurpose items, as shown in Figure 3.16 following. Specifically designed
with mobility impaired users in mind, the playground features extensive areas of rubberised paths, a
music room with accessible instruments, an accessible swing and drinking fountain, and an
accessible picnic table with inset chess board. The area is surrounded by mixed tree plantings and
includes a number of garden beds planted with shrubs and perennial plants.

Formal Avenues
St Leonards Park is laid out with two key axial paths running north–south and east–west. The east–
west path begins with Fig Tree Lane and loses its formality as it runs towards Bon Andrews Oval in
the east. The north–south path, Tunks Avenue, remains the park’s key path with the formality of the
War Memorial and Tunks Fountain to the south and the dense planting of Ficus microcarpa var. hillii
(Hills Fig) and other species in the northern areas towards the Falcon Street entry. This path has a
line of the park’s characteristic red light poles running down its centre, partly blocking the axial vista.
There are a number of other paths that run diagonally to these key paths that are formal avenues
with established plantings. The path that runs from Tunks Fountain northeast towards Bon Andrews
Oval is particularly well planted and reflects the early use of this path as a preferred way of
travelling through the park.
Many of the figs in the park, including most of those in Fig Tree Lane and a number of others on the
western side of the Bon Andrews Oval have been replanted in recent years, replacing old
specimens and maintaining the park’s landscape character.
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Open Parkland
Much of St Leonards Park has an open gardenesque character with mature specimen trees located
in open lawn areas. Some of these trees are either remnants of the area’s original vegetation
community or regrowth thereof. A few are living trees such as Eucalyptus haemastoma (Scribbly
Gum) and Corymbia gummifera (Red Bloodwood) while others are tall dead stumps, retained for
their wildlife habitat value, their hollows providing nesting sites for birds such as cockatoos. Other
trees planted within the parkland include a wide variety of ornamental species including native figs,
araucarias, eucalypts, paperbarks, brush box, camphor laurel, firewheel tree and palms. Prominent
row plantings have been introduced along the western and northern boundaries of the parkland:
Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-scented Gum) along the Falcon Street boundary; Lophostemon
confertus (Brush Box) parallel to the Miller Street boundary. There are rows of palms – around the
north-western corner of the park and either side of Tunks Avenue north of the War Memorial.

Planted beds
The corner of Miller and Falcon Streets is one of the few areas of the park planted with beds of
coloured foliage. Other areas with planted beds include those adjacent to the perimeter wall of
North Sydney Oval (at the corner of Miller and Falcon Streets), a bed to the south of the entry to Fig
Tree Lane (on the park’s boundary) and in the area surrounding the children’s playground. Screen
planting is used along the park’s eastern boundary to create a visual barrier between the park and
the adjacent Freeway. The planting is dense and low and retains the wide views to the harbor and
city from this area. The park is otherwise characterised by a gardenesque character of open
parkland with single or rows of mature trees.

3.4 Other Site Features
Stone Shelter Shed
An additional feature of the park is a rectangular rock faced sandstone shelter located to the west of
the Cunningham Pavilion and Bon Andrews Oval. The building has large arched openings on each
elevation providing views across the park. Built in the 1940s to give pensioners a place to play
games the building appears to retain its original four concrete tables and timber seats. The original
patterned concrete floor remains however the original tiled roof has been replaced by corrugated
iron.

Sandstone Walling
There are low sandstone wall elements at several locations in the park; at the entrance to Fig Tree
Lane and behind the bus shelter at the corner of Miller and Ridge Streets. The date of these
elements is unknown but they are thought to date from previous periods of the park when these
areas were laid out with planted beds, as evidenced in archival photographs dated 1937 (Figures
2.1.3 and 2.1.5). A similar sandstone semi-circular walling element is located to the rear of the
Cunningham Pavilion with a circular table and bench inside it, providing a sheltered picnic area. A
number of areas of the park contain sandstone curbing and edging including the bowling club
surrounds.

Red Light Poles and Cast Iron Bollards
A distinctively designed light pole is used throughout the park. Painted red it appears the poles were
added in the 1980s during the park’s revitalisation. Red cast iron bollards are also used throughout
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the park which likely date from this period also. These items are functional and generally in fair
condition (with paint peeling from many) however the location of light poles in the centre of several
of the park’s key paths obstructs axial views and hinders circulation. The location of light poles and
bollards is not discussed in the precinct tables below as they are widely distributed.

Memorials and Plaques
The park contains a number of plaques added over many years. The location of each plaque is
shown on the precinct plans following and the sequence of development plans at Section 2.
North Sydney Council maintains a register of plaques designed to manage and monitor the various
plaques within the municipality. Each plaque represents a unique piece of history and the details
associated with each are recorded on the register. The register records only the following plaques
as being located within the park:


Queen Elizabeth and Duke of Edinburgh 1954 visit



Judge Boulter Tree



William Tunks Plaque (there are four plaques around the base of the fountain)



North Sydney Bowling Club memorial entrance gates



JT Warren Memorial Entrance

The register entries for these plaques are included in Appendix B.
We have identified a number of additional plaques not included on the register, as listed below.


Rotary Wheel Rose Garden/ Tree



Clem Renouf Rotary Tree



World War I Artillery Plaque



JD Fletcher Tree



Gavin Andrews Plaque



Two plaques commemorating end of WWII at base of trees, flanking war Memorial, added
2005

3.5 Park Precincts
In order to provide guidelines for the ongoing management of the park the following precincts have
been identified:
1.

Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)

2.

Music Shell Entertainment Area

3.

North West Precinct—Corner of Falcon and Miller Street Entry

4.

Children’s Playground Precinct
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5.

Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct

6.

South Eastern Precinct

Precinct 7 (Norths Bowling Club) and Precinct 8 (North Sydney Oval No. 1) are not part of the
current study area.
The following tables identify each precinct and their components, outlining the phase of construction
of each component and the condition of integrity/intactness of these features.
Phases of development as identified in Section 2 are as follows:
Phase 1: ‘Reserve’ Alienation 1838–1867
Phase 2: The Park Established 1867–1900s
Phase 3: Early Twentieth Century Development 1900–1930
Phase 4: The Inter-War and Early Post War Years 1930s–1960s
Phase 5: The Post War Boom 1960s–Present
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Precinct 1 Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)

Precinct 5 Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct

Precinct 2 Music Shell Entertainment Area

Precinct 6 South East Precinct

Precinct 3 North West Precinct——Corner of Falcon and Miller
Street Entry

Precinct 7 Norths Bowling Club

Precinct 4 Children’s Playground Precinct

Precinct 8 North Sydney Oval No. 1

Figure 3.1 Precinct Plan, St Leonards Park (Source GML)
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Precinct 1—Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)

1.

Sewer Vent (outside
precinct)

2.

Bon Andrews Oval

3.

Cunningham Pavilion

4.

Stone Shelter

5.

Steel safety fence

6.

Bon Andrews plaque

7.

Stone walling and gateway

Figure 3.2 Precinct 1
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Precinct 1:

Phase of
development

Condition

Oval Number 2
(renamed Bon
Andrews Oval in
1995)

Phase 2

Good.

Cunningham Pavilion

Phase 4

Generally in good condition –
not inspected internally.

Cunningham Pavilion
extensions

Phase 5

Generally in good condition –
not inspected internally.

Gavin John (Bon)
Andrews
Commemorative
Plaque

Phase 5

Fixed to Cunningham Pavilion
wall. Has some surface damage
and would benefit from cleaning
or conservation treatment.

Stone wall and gate to
west of Cunningham
Pavilion

Phase 4

Generally in good conditionSome discoloration of
sandstone surfaces from dirt,
grime and algae growth.

Bon Andrews Oval
(North Sydney Oval
No.2)
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Precinct 1:

Phase of
development

Condition

Bon Andrews Oval
Timber Picket Fence
(referenced in late
1890s)

Phase 2-5

Generally in good condition.

Perimeter Mesh
Safety Fence

Phase 5

Generally in good condition.

Timber Seats

Phase 5

Generally in good condition.

Stone Shelter

Phase 4

Defective guttering, missing
downpipes and silted ground
drains have contributed to the
saturation of some parts of the
lower stone walls, resulting in
deterioration and staining of
sections of stonework. Mortar
condition varies with very little
mortar present in some joints
and hard cement in others
accelerating the decay of
adjacent stone blocks.

Bon Andrews Oval
(North Sydney Oval
No.2)

Image

Broken hood of one terracotta
wall vent in east wall.
Minor impact damage to
corrugated metal roofing.
Uneven paving surface near top
step on west side.
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Precinct 1:

Phase of
development

Condition

Paths

Phase 2

Early path alignments, as can
be seen on plans of the park
from the 1890s, remain within
the precinct. These are
generally reinforced by avenue
plantings. One such path runs
to the west of Oval No. 2
towards the north east corner of
the park. Another runs from the
North east corner of the park
west to Fig Tree Lane (See
Phase of Development plans
Section 2)

Trees eastern
boundary

Phase 6

Brush Box, figs and other
ornamental species near
eastern boundary of park
adjacent to freeway, generally
in good condition.

Turf eastern boundary

n/a

Some bare patches under trees
on mound east of oval require
management.

Trees northern
boundary, Falcon
Street

Phase 5

Row of Corymbia citriodora
(Lemon-scented Gum) parallel
to Falcon street boundary,
generally in good condition.

Bon Andrews Oval
(North Sydney Oval
No.2)
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Precinct 1:

Phase of
development

Condition

Open parkland
northeast corner

Phase 5

View west from near northeast
corner of park showing some of
Lemon-scented Gum trees on
right, scattered eucalypts in
lawn area and dense planting in
background along Tunks
Avenue. Generally in good
condition.

Native trees northeast
corner

Phase 4 and
earlier

Trees in this area include
possible remnants of original
native vegetation of the area or
regrowth thereof.

Recent plantings,
northeast corner

Phase 6

Young trees beside Falcon
Street near northeast corner of
park. Row of Lemon-scented
Gum trees could be extended in
this direction to reinforce the
park’s northern boundary
planting.

Bon Andrews Oval
(North Sydney Oval
No.2)
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Precinct 2—Music Shell Entertainment Area

1.

Music Shell

2.

Grassed amphitheatre

3.

Western boundary plantings

Figure 3.3 Precinct 2
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Precinct 2:

Phase of
development

Condition

Music Shell Building
(upgraded in 1993 and
readapted in 2002)

Phase 4

Generally in good condition
– not inspected internally.

Grassed Amphitheatre

Phase 4

Good.

Western boundary plantings
Lophostemon confertus
(Brush Box)

Phase 4/5

Good.

Music Shell Entertainment
Area
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Precinct 3—North West Precinct—Corner of Falcon and Miller Street Entry

1.

Clem Renouf Plaque

2.

Judge Boulter Plaque

3.

Wheels Tree Plaque

4.

Public Toilets

5.

Bus Shelter

6.

World War I Artillery Gun

7.

Large fig

8.

Bunya Pines

Figure 3.4 Precinct 3
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Precinct 3:

Phase of
development

Condition

World War I Artillery
Gun

Phase 3

Good condition.

World War I Artillery
Gun Plaque

Phase 3

Marble with applied letteringcondition has been
compromised by render to
plinth.

Underplantings at
northwest corner of
park

Phase 6

Good condition.

Phoenix canariensis
palms at northwest
corner of park

Phase 4

Good condition but need to be
monitored regularly for
Fusarium wilt fungal infection..

Very large mature fig
tree overhanging
Falcon Street near
northwest corner of
park.

Phase 4

Good condition.

North West Precinct
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Precinct 3:

Phase of
development

Condition

The Wheels Tree
Plaque

Phase 5

Stone in good condition. Steel
grate covering detracts from the
plaque.

Judge Milton Boulter
Plaque

Phase 5

Bronze plaque fixed to
sandstone block. Generally in
good condition.

Clem Renouf Plaque

Phase 5

Metal plaque fixed to stone.
Needs restoration.

Trees

Phase 4 and
earlier

Some trees near Music Shell
are showing dieback and need
monitoring, maintenance to
improve condition and possible
remedial surgery.

Group of trees east of
Music Shell

Phase 4 and
earlier; also
Phase 6

Exceptional group of Bunya
Pine trees and other Australian
species east of Music Shell in
good condition. Recent
planting in foreground in good
condition.

North West Precinct
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Precinct 3:

Condition

North West Precinct

Phase of
development

Public Toilets

Phase 5

Good condition.

Paths

Phase 2

An early path alignment, as can
be seen on plans of the park
from the 1890s, remains within
the precinct running from the
park’s north west entry
diagonally across to meet
Tunks Avenue near the centre
of the park. (See Phase of
Development plans Section 2)

Mature fig on Falcon
Street Boundary.
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A mature fig is located on the
parks boundary close to Falcon
Street.
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Precinct 4—Children’s Playground Precinct

1.

Playground

5. Sandstone walling and Queen Elizabeth visit plaque

2.

Fig Tree Lane

6.Tunks Avenue North

3.

Picnic area

7. Cricket pitch

4.

Fig Tree Lane Gates

8. Cricket nets

Figure 3.5 Precinct 4
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Precinct 4:

Phase of
developme
nt

Condition

Children’s Playground
(upgraded 2001)

Phase 3

Generally in good condition –
the perimeter wall stone,
concrete is affected by damp in
the lower sections where some
plant growth is evident. Some
delamination of stone surfaces.

Picnic area (adjacent to
children’s playground)

Phase 3

Area includes BBQ facilities.
Stone wall concrete is affected
by damp in the lower sections
where some plant growth is
evident. Some delamination of
stone surfaces.

Tables

Phase 5

Table is in good conditioncondition of surrounding turf is
poor.

Tunks Avenue North

Phases 1
and 2

Surface of path in poor
condition in some locations.
Location of light poles in centre
of path impedes views and
restricts movement. Strong
Avenue plantings remain intact.

Cricket pitch

Phase 5

Concrete pitch in grassed area
south of amphitheatre adjacent
to Fig Tree Avenue. Good
condition.

Children’s Playground
Precinct
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Precinct 4:

Phase of
developme
nt

Condition

Phase 1
(alignment).
Upgraded in
various
phases.

Generally in good condition,
however in some parts the
asphalt shows some minor
cracks and ravelling.

Fig Tree Lane Gates
and sandstone posts

Phase 5

Good condition, some surface
discolouration to stone.

Planted bed north of Fig
Tree Lane entry

Phase 5

Area of dense planting and
hedging adjacent to Fig Tree
Lane entry and North Sydney
Oval. Good condition.

Sandstone walling

Phase 4

Generally in good condition –
the lower sections are affected
by damp with some
delamination of stone surfaces.

Children’s Playground
Precinct
Fig Tree Lane and
avenue trees

Image

Condition of trees varies but
generally good.
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Precinct 4:

Phase of
developme
nt

Condition

Queen Elizabeth and
Duke of Edinburgh 1954
visit Plaque

Phase 5

Good.

Drinking Fountain

Phase 5

Poor. Detracts from the setting.

Cricket Nets

Phase 5

Good.

Children’s Playground
Precinct
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Precinct 5—Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct

1.

War Memorial

5.Concrete bollards

2.

Oval Bus Shelter

6.Palms

3.

Tunks Avenue, south

7. Sandstone walling

4.

Tunks Fountain

Figure 3.6 Precinct 5
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Precinct 5:

Phase of
development

Condition

Tunks Avenue South

Phase 1

Generally in good condition.
Red surface of paths and
location of light poles
contributes to an impression
of clutter in the area.

War Memorial
Monument

Phase 3

Affected by waterflow
problems – generally in
moderate condition.

Ridge Street War
Memorial Precinct

Image

Considerable loss of caulking
material in trachyte stonework
joints. Some discoloration and
staining of stone surfaces due
to dirt and grime. This is more
noticeable on the southern
side of the monument where
the staining is darker. All of
the bronze elements
(inscription lettering, wreath,
plaque and railing) have a
verdigris patina. Stonework
directly below these bronze
fixtures is generally free of
mould (copper sulphate).
Movement of trachyte steps
on northern side of base has
caused wider joints and
raised edge (trip hazard).
Some chipped edges of stone
steps on southern side.
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Precinct 5:

Phase of
development

Condition

Tunks Fountain

Phase 2 and 5

Upper section of the fountain
appears to have a cement
finish (is elsewhere described
as Sicilian marble) and the
surfaces have a weathered
patina with some streaks and
stains. The cement surfaces
of the pedestal section are
mostly covered with powdery
efflorescence and some loss
of the surface material is
apparent. The painted
masonry elements of the
circular pond around the base
of the fountain appear to be in
fair condition; however, long
horizontal cracks are evident
in the outer ring. The water
level of the pond is very low.

St Leonards Park
Plaque

Phase 5

Set of bronze plaques set into
base of Tunks Fountain.
Good condition.

Palisade fence around
Tunks Fountain

Phase 5

Good condition

Concrete Bollards

Phase 5

Low concrete bollards line the
Bowling Club access road
adjacent to the War Memorial.
Some bollards have been
knocked out of place.

Ridge Street War
Memorial Precinct
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Precinct 5:

Phase of
development

Condition

Palms flanking Tunks
Avenue north of War
Memorial

Phase 3 and
more recent

Generally good but need to
be monitored for Fusarium
wilt fungal infection.

Trees south west corner
of park

Phases 3, 4
and more
recent

Dense group of mixed mature
species between Oval wall
and Falcon Street.

North Sydney Oval
boundary wall

Phase 4

Brick boundary wall to North
Sydney Oval is a prominent
element in the precinct. The
masonry is faced with bagged
render with cast decorative
element reading 1958. The
masonry fence is topped with
a metal security fence. The
render has discoloured and
could be cleaned to lighten
the appearance.

South west corner,
North Sydney Oval
walls

Phase 4 or 5

Planted beds of ferns and
other perennials at the entry
to North Sydney Oval.

Ridge Street War
Memorial Precinct
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Precinct 5:

Phase of
development

Condition

The Oval Bus Stop
Shelter

Phase 3

Good condition

Drinking Fountain

Phase 5

Poor condition. Detracts from
setting.

Sandstone walling

Phase 4

Good condition.

Ridge Street War
Memorial Precinct

Image

Some discoloration of
sandstone surfaces from dirt,
grime and algae growth.
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Precinct 6—South East Precinct

1.

Bowling Club entry gates with plaques

2.

Bowling Club access road

3.

Netball Court Shelter

4.

Netball Courts

5.

Sandstone circular picnic shelter

6.

Buffer planting

Shaded area denotes area leased to Norths
Bowling Club which is outside the current
study area.

Figure 3.7 Precinct 6
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Precinct 6:

Phase of
development

Condition

Circular Sandstone
Walled Picnic Area

Phase 4

Good condition.

Netball Courts (upgraded
1993)

Phase 5

Generally in good
condition. Minor cracks
in the asphalt and
discoloration of lines.

Picnic Shelter

Phase 5

Generally in good
condition

Bowling Club entry gate
posts

Phase 4

Fair condition (gate no
longer present).

South East Precinct

Image

Some discoloration of
sandstone surfaces
from dirt, grime and
algae growth. Missing
stone slab(s) from the
coping course have left
part of cement mortar
bed exposed. Two slabs
are missing from the
vertically-laid edges of
the stone walls where
noticeable vertical
cracks are indicative of
inherent instability.
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Precinct 6:

Condition

South East Precinct

Phase of
development

J T Warren Plaque

Phase 4

Cast metal plaque fixed
to sandstone post
(dated 1949). Generally
in good condition.

North Sydney Bowling
and Recreational Club

Phase 4

Cast metal plaque fixed
to sandstone post
(dated 1949). In
moderate condition.

Drinking Fountain

Phases 4 or 5

Cast iron drinking
fountain in good
condition. Cement
element adjacent
detracts from the
setting.

J D Fletcher plaque on
the north side of the
Bowling Club

Phase 4

Marble plaque fixed to
rusticated stone block.
Good condition.

Trees south of netball
courts

Phases 3 to 5

Large mature trees to
southwest of courts in
generally good
condition but bare
patches around trees
require management.
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Precinct 6:

Condition

South East Precinct

Phase of
development

Trees southern boundary

Phase 5

Recent araucarias
parallel to Ridge Street
boundary near
southeast corner of park
reinforce definition of
park edge while
retaining views to
Sydney harbour.

Buffer planting along
eastern boundary

Phase 5

Low dense shrubs have
been planted on the
steep slope that falls
from the park down to
the Warringah Freeway.
The planting forms a
buffer between the park
and the Freeway.

Image

Precinct 7 North Bowling Club and Precinct 8 North Sydney Oval No.1 as shown on Figure 3.1 are
outside the scope of this report.
.
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Figure 3.8 North Sydney Oval complex, entrance from the corner of Miller and Ridge Street (Source: GML, 2012)

Figure 3.9 Bon Andrews Oval with the Cunningham Pavilion in the background (Source: GML, 2012)
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Figure 3.10 Netball Courts and adjacent shelter (Source: GML, 2012)

Figure 3.11 The North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club (Source: GML, 2012)
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Figure 3.12 The Music Shell Entertainment Area (Source: GML, 2012)

Figure 3.13 The Tunks Fountain (Source: GML, 2012)

78

Figure 3.14 The War Memorial Monument (Source: GML, 2012)
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Figure 3.15 World War I Artillery Gun (Source: GML, 2012)

Figure 3.16 The Children Playground was updated in 2001. The 1930s walling remains a feature of the area (Source: GML, 2012)
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Figure 3.17 The planted avenues that characterise St Leonards Park (Source: GML, 2012)

Figure 3.18 Fig Tree Lane (Source: GML, 2012)
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Figure 3.19 The red paths and painted red light poles that are a
feature of the park, often as shown here, located in the centre of
major paths (Source: GML, 2012)
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3.6 Endnotes
1
2
3
4
5
6

North Shore Municipality of St Leonards Detail Sheet No.46, c1890s
National Trust (NSW) Parks & Gardens Conservation Committee Recording and Assessment Form, 1993
St Leonards Park, Plan of Management, North Sydney Council, 2011
St Leonards Park, Plan of Management, North Sydney Council, 2011
North Shore Municipality of St Leonards Detail Sheet No.46, c1890s
National Trust (NSW) Parks & Gardens Conservation Committee Recording and Assessment Form, 1993
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4.0 Analysis of Significance
4.1 New South Wales Heritage Assessment Guidelines
4.1.1 Introduction
The NSW Heritage Manual guidelines, prepared by the NSW Heritage Office and Department of
Urban Affairs and Planning (as amended July 2002), provide the framework for the following
assessment and statement of significance for St Leonards Park. These guidelines incorporate the
five types of cultural heritage values identified in the Burra Charter into a specifically structured
framework which is currently accepted as the required format by heritage authorities in New South
Wales.
Under these guidelines items (or places to use Burra Charter terminology) are assessed in
accordance with a specific set of criteria, as set out below:
a)

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local
area).

b)

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in the cultural
or natural history of NSW (or the cultural or natural history of the local area).

c)

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in
NSW (or the local area).

d)

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social,
cultural or spiritual reasons.

e)

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the
cultural or natural history of the local area).

f)

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural
history of the local area).

g)

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s:

-

cultural or natural places; or

-

cultural or natural environments

(or a class of the local areas’
–
cultural or natural places; or
–

cultural or natural environments.)

In applying the assessment criteria, both the nature and degree of significance of the place need to
be identified, with items varying in the extent to which they embody or reflect key values and the
relative importance of their evidence or associations.
The assessment also needs to relate the item’s values to its relevant geographical and social
context, usually identified as either Local or State contexts. Items may have both Local and State
significance for similar or different values/criteria.
Statutory protection of heritage places (ie by local and/or state governments) is usually related to
the identified level of significance. Items of State significance may be considered by the Heritage
Council of NSW for inclusion on the State Heritage Register.
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4.2 Heritage Assessment of St Leonards Park
This section sets out an assessment of the heritage significance of St Leonards Park in accordance
with the standard criteria identified in the NSW Heritage Office guidelines. The evaluation includes
consideration of the original and subsequent layering of fabric, uses, associations and meanings of
the place as well as its relationship to its immediate and wider settings. Unless otherwise indicated,
the use of the name includes the whole of the study area of St Leonards Park.
The assessment makes references where required to supporting evidence in the earlier sections of
the report, including Section 2.0 Historic Development, Section 3.0 Physical Evidence and
Comparative Assessment.
The assessment also draws on the 2011 St Leonards Park Plan of Management and the North
Sydney Heritage Inventory.

4.2.1 Criterion A (Historic: Evolution)
An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural
history of the local area).
St Leonards Park has State historical significance as one of Australia's oldest public parks. It is an
important example of a mid-nineteenth century park with substantial twentieth century overlays. It is
a surviving space from the original 1838 layout of the town of St Leonards (North Sydney) where it
was set aside as public open space in the urban context dedicated ‘for (a town) square and public
recreation’. The park retains the original name of the area ‘St Leonards’ demonstrating the
development of the North Sydney area.
th

Key contributors to St Leonards Park’s significance as an important example of a 19 century urban
park as a class of designed landscapes include, historic remnants of the original native vegetation
of the area in the form of scattered old trees and several tall stumps retained for their wildlife habitat
value, the park as a whole which retains most of the original site set aside for public recreation and
its historic path network, and historic tree plantings that reflect changing styles in urban park
landscaping over more than a century.
Since its gazettal in 1867 it has been continuously used for public recreation (both organised and
informal), remembrance, celebration and leisure. It contains elements of individual historic
significance including North Sydney Oval, one of Australia’s oldest continuously used cricket
grounds, established in 1867, and North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club, one of NSW’s oldest
continually used Bowling Clubs, established in the early 1880s.

4.2.2 Criterion B (Historic: Association)
An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons of importance
in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area).
St Leonards Park has significance for its associations with William Tunks, the first mayor of the
Borough of St Leonards. Tunks was responsible for the park’s gazettal in 1867 and for much of its
original design and plantings. He is commemorated in the park by the Tunks Memorial Fountain.
The site has some associations with the architectural firm Peddle Thorp and Walker in connection
to the War Memorial (1924) and the Music Shell (1948) however due to the prolific work of the firm
this association is considered incidental.
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The establishment of the park’s playground was guided by Mr Edgar Herbert said to have been one
of Australia’s prominent authorities on physical training and children’s playground development of
the period. His work and philosophies can still be demonstrated through the remaining fabric of the
playground. As little is known about Edgar Herbert, the significance of this association is, at this
time, considered unsubstantiated; however, if further study reveal more information this association
may be considered to be significant.

Discussion
4.2.3 Criterion C (Aesthetic Significance)
An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical
achievement in NSW (or in local area).
St Leonards Park has aesthetic significance as an important survivor/example of a nineteenth
century urban park. The place is able to demonstrate early town planning and landscape design
and features picturesque views. The park displays aesthetic characteristics typical of Victorian era
parks including axial paths and avenues planted with ficus species. These elements remain largely
intact and able to be appreciated. The park also contains fine mature plantings of both Australian
and exotic tree species displayed in a gardenesque landscape with exceptional and high aesthetic
qualities.
The park contains a number of built elements that are aesthetically distinctive and show creative
and technical achievement, including the Bob Stand, the War Memorial and the Music Shell.
The park today displays landmark qualities and has aesthetic significance as a green landscaped
space within a largely urban context. Important views within the park include vistas along Fig Lane
and Tunks Avenue and wider views to Sydney Harbour from south east part of park.

4.2.4 Criterion D (Social Significance)
An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW (or local area)
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.
St Leonards Park has a high level of social significance to the local community as a place of
recreation with facilities representing most of the major sporting codes. The park has been used for
organised sport since its inception in 1867 and remains an important formal and informal facility for
the local community including surrounding schools and residents. The park’s playground has also
been a significant feature and community facility as has the Music Shell.
St Leonards Park has some social significance as the site of a large and prominent War Memorial.
The Memorial has association with the families of servicemen and women killed the various wars
since World War I.

4.2.5 Criterion E (Research Potential)
An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural
history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area).
St Leonards Park is not known to have a significant level of research potential related to
archaeological remains. The park has some research potential related to native flora species of the
area as it retains a range of native trees likely to have been typical of the area before widespread
clearing.
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4.2.6 Criterion F (Rarity)
An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the
cultural or natural history of the local area).
St Leonards Park is considered rare within New South Wales as an early and intact example of a
public park dating from the first decades of the nineteenth century. It contains a rare example of a
continuously used cricket ground dating from 1867 and a continually used bowling club dating from
the mid-1880s.
The park also contains rare remnant native trees in an area which has lost most of its original preEuropean settlement vegetation communities and fine examples of historic plantings representing
changing styles in landscape design and species selection.

4.2.7 Criterion G (Representativeness)
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural
places or environments (or a class of the local area’s cultural or natural places or environments).
St Leonards Park demonstrates the principal characteristics of a nineteenth century gardenesque
style urban park. The place has significance as a representative example of a Victorian era park
and displays key characteristics that are typical of public parks within New South Wales including,
axial paths, avenue plantings of ficus species, specimen trees, open grassed areas, war memorials,
fountains, cricket pitches and sporting ovals.

4.2.8 Integrity/Intactness
St Leonards Park’s 1836 layout is largely intact however the 1960s construction of the Warringah
Freeway substantially altered the park’s eastern boundary and altered its balanced axial plan.
Much of the park retains its 1870s layout of paths and plantings, and as such is a product of the
Victorian era. It also retains three sporting venues, remaining in use, in their original location dating
from 1867 to 1880s.
The design and choice of predominately Ficus species planted along the main avenues is also
largely intact. While trees within the avenues have died or been damaged in storms replacement
planting has continually been undertaken.
The park also retains a strong aesthetic character from the 1930s and 40s with key elements
including the War Memorial, Music Shell, playground and planted rows of palms dating from this
period.
A major upgrade of the park in the 1980s saw the paths re-surfaced and new lighting installed but
other changes were minor and the park retains most of its established elements except for the
removal of the Jubilee Fountain in 1982 and its relocation to Civic Park.

4.3 Statement of Significance
4.3.1 St Leonards Park Group Statement of Significance
The existing Statement of Significance recorded for the St. Leonards Park Group is as follows:1
Important local urban park, with continuous history from 1838. Part of original town plan of North Sydney.
Expansive open space in close proximity to town centre with a combination of nineteenth and twentieth
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century design features, mirroring the built environment nearby. Contains a number of significant built
features, monuments and number of native trees and historic plantings. Centre for large scale recreational
activities as well as passive recreation in the area.

4.3.2 Proposed Revised Statement of Significance
As a result of the research and analysis undertaken for this CMP, it is recommended that the
statement of significance for the site be amended to read:
St Leonards Park has historical significance within New South Wales as one of Australia's oldest
public parks and for its ability to demonstrate aspects of the development of North Sydney. North
Sydney Oval, one of Australia’s oldest continuously used cricket grounds, and North Sydney
Leagues Bowling Club, one of NSW’s oldest continually used Bowling Clubs, are important
elements of the park and add to this significance. The park has strong associations with William
Tunks a person of local significance in the history of North Sydney.
St Leonards Park has aesthetic significance within New South Wales as a designed landscape that
demonstrates early town planning and landscape principles and features picturesque views. The
park has features that are typical of Victorian era parks and remains largely intact and with its
original design appreciable. The park contains a number of elements that are aesthetically
distinctive and show creative and technical achievement and has aesthetic significance as a
landmark within the local context.
St Leonards Park has a high level of social significance at a local level as a place of recreation used
for a wide variety of organised sports and informal recreation. The children’s playground has also
been a significant feature and community facility, as has the Music Shell. St Leonards Park also
has some social significance as does the site of a large and prominent War Memorial which has
associations with the families of local servicemen and women commemorated on the monument.
St Leonards Park is considered rare within New South Wales as an early and intact example of a
public park dating from the first decades of the nineteenth century with an early and continuously
used cricket ground and bowling club. It has representative value within New South Wales,
displaying aspects typical of Victorian era parks and is part of a wider group of public parks laid out
across New South Wales during the 1800s.

4.3.3 Significance of Key Site Components
The following elements of the park are considered to have significance in their own right that would
warrant the preparation of a State Heritage Inventory form with an assessment against criteria and
statement of significance.
Table 4.1
Element

Criteria

Level of significance

Music Shell

Criteria a)

Exceptional (local)

The Music Shell is important in the history of the local area as an
outdoor music venue that remains substantially intact and in use for
the purpose it was designed.
Criteria c)
The Music Shell is a good quality Art Moderne style building that
demonstrates key characteristics of the style and is a landmark in the
local area.
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Element

Criteria

Level of significance

Criteria f)
The Music Shell is rare in New South Wales as one of few outdoor
music venues within public parks remaining intact and in use.
World War I Field Gun

Criteria a)

High (local)

The World War I Field Gun is important in the local area for its
association with WWI and for its ability to demonstrate the strong
connections local people felt in the post war years to those that
fought or lost loved ones during the war.
Criteria b)
The World War I Field Gun has significance within the local
community for its association with those who fought in Worth War I
and those with strong connections to Australia’s armed forces.
War Memorial

Criteria a)

Exceptional (local)

The War Memorial is important in the local, and wider area, for its
association with Australia’s armed services and those that have lost
their lives in Australia’s various wars. The Memorial is important
historically as an early and prominent memorial to WWI. The
Memorial fulfils an important ongoing function in the local area as a
place to commemorate Australia’s past wars and lives lost at war.
Criteria b)
The War Memorial has special associations with Australia’s armed
forces and in particular those that have lost their lives in war.
Criteria c)
The War Memorial demonstrates aesthetic characteristics typical of
war memorials from the 1930s period. The well designed Art Deco
memorial is prominently located within St Leonards Park and can be
seen as having landmark qualities in the local area.
Criteria d)
The Memorial has particularly strong associations with WWI and
those that lost their lives in the war. It also has strong associations
more widely with the Australian armed forces, those who lost their
lives in later wars and those with direct connections to them. It is
important to the local community as a place to commemorate loses
associated with war.
Tunks Fountain

Criteria b)

High (local)

Tunks Fountain has strong associations with William Tunks, an early
prominent leader within the local area. Tunks played a significant role
in the establishment of North Sydney including St Leonards Park and
his association with the Park is commemorated by the fountain.
Criteria c)
Tunks Fountain is important in the local area in demonstrating
aesthetic characteristics typical of the 1880s or Victorian period. Its
ornamental character is important in demonstrating the early
character of St Leonards Park, a designed landscape from this
period.
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4.4 Significance of Components
4.4.1 Grades of Significance
Different components of a place may make a different relative contribution to its heritage value.
Loss of integrity or poor condition may also diminish significance. Specifying the relative
contribution of an item or its components to overall significance provides a useful framework for
decision-making about the conservation of and/or changes to the place. The following table sets
out terms used to describe the degrees (or grades) of significance for different components of the
place is taken from the NSW Heritage Office publication Assessing Heritage Significance (2001).
Table 4.1 Standard Grades of Significance.

Grading

Justification

Status

Exceptional (E)

Rare or outstanding element directly contributing to an item’s local
and State significance.

Fulfils criteria for local or
State listing

High (H)

High degree of original fabric. Demonstrates a key element of the
item’s significance. Alterations do not detract from significance.

Fulfils criteria for local or
State listing

Moderate (M)

Altered or modified elements. Elements with little heritage value, but
which contribute to the overall significance of the item.

Fulfils criteria for local or
State listing

Little (L)

Alterations detract from significance. Difficult to interpret.

Does not fulfil criteria for
local or State listing

Intrusive (I)

Damaging to the item’s heritage significance.

Does not fulfil criteria for
local or State listing

Table 4.2 Grades of significance for the site as a whole, by precinct and elements of St. Leonards Park.

Whole Site of St. Leonards Park

Grade of significance

Overall Site

Exceptional

Path layout

High

North Sydney Oval Precinct

Grade of significance

Overall Precinct

High

Bowling Club

Grade of significance

Overall club site

High

Precinct 1 North Sydney Oval No.2

Grade of significance

Bon Andrews Oval

High

Cunningham Pavilion

High

Cunningham Pavilion court yard and rendered walling

High

Cunningham Pavilion extensions

Little

Stone Shelter Shed

High

Circular Sandstone Walled Picnic Area

Moderate

Bon Andrews Oval - Lights

Little

Bon Andrews Oval Timber Picket Fence

Moderate
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Bon Andrews Oval – Steel Safety Fence

Little

Timber Seats

Little

Red Light Poles

Little/Intrusive

Gavin Andrews Plaque

Moderate

Precinct 2 Music Shell Entertainment Area

Grade of significance

Music Shell Building

Exceptional

Grassed Amphitheatre

High

Timber Seats

Little

Red Light Poles

Little

Precinct 3 North West Precinct

Grade of significance

World War I Artillery Gun

High

Wheel Tree Plaque

Moderate

Judge Boulter Plaque

Moderate

Clem Renouf Plaque

Moderate

Public Toilets

Moderate

Red Light Poles

Little

Precinct 4 Children’s Playground Precinct

Grade of significance

Children’s playground- use

High

Tunks Avenue northern portion

High

Stone Walls and entrance arch to playground

High

Shelter at playground

Little

Barbecue Area

Little

Picnic Tables

Little

Fig Tree Lane (west)

High

Fig Tree Lane Gates

Moderate

Sandstone waling

Moderate

Queen Elizabeth II visit Plaque

Moderate

Red Light Poles

Little/Intrusive

Precinct 5 Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct

Grade of significance

Tunks Avenue southern portion

High

War Memorial Monument

Exceptional

Tunks Fountain

High

Fountain cast iron fence

Moderate
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Oval Bus Shelter

High

Precinct 6 South Eastern Precinct

Grade of significance

Bowling Club Stone Pillars and Plaque

Moderate

JT Warre Plaque

Moderate

Netball Courts

Moderate

Shelter (Netball Courts)

Little

Drinking Fountain

Intrusive

Red Light Poles

Little/Intrusive

Stone Bollards (Bowling Club access road)

Intrusive

JD Fletcher Plaque

Moderate

Sandstone circular picnic shelter

Moderate

Precinct 7 Norths Bowling Club

Grade of significance

Bowling Club

High

Precinct 8 North Sydney Oval (Oval No.1)

Grade of significance

Oval Complex

High

4.5 Tree Assessment
The assessment of trees and groups of trees in St Leonards Park was undertaken through visual
analysis during site visits in March and April 2012. St Leonards Park contains a diverse variety of
tree species which reflect the various historic phases, its various uses and changing approaches of
North Sydney Council. The objective of the assessment of the trees for this CMP has been to:


assess the plantings and landscape features of the park;



identify the significance of the various plantings and phases of plantings;



identify condition and other constraints related to landscape elements; and



provide management and maintenance actions for inclusion in the CMP.

The criteria used for the assessment of trees is the safe useful life expectancy (SULE) and the
significance of the trees and groups of trees. The significance criteria for trees are different to the
ranking of significance for spaces and elements of St Leonards Park and are described as follows:


‘‘Exceptional’ – this is used for trees likely to be remnants of the original native vegetation of
the site, exceptional specimens where there is strong evidence that they were part of early
site plantings or exceptional major plantings from later phases of the park’s development



‘High’—this is used for specimens of high significance where there is strong evidence that
they were part of early site plantings or highly significant major plantings from later phases of
the park’s development



‘Moderate’—this is used for trees where they are symbolic of other, later and generally less
significant planting phases, or are younger replanting of earlier historic plantings; and

St Leonards Park—Conservation Management Plan—May 2013

91

‘Low’—this is used for trees of low historic and cultural landscape association.



These levels of significance are applied to significant individual trees and tree groups within the
park.
Table 4.3 Grades of significance for the trees on site.

Tree

Location

Significance ranking

Remnant Indigenous trees

Precincts 1 and 3

Exceptional

Dead stumps which have habitat
value and interpretive potential

Precincts 1 and 3

High

Palms at north west corner

Precinct 3

High

Row of Lemon-scented Gum trees
along Falcon Street edge

Precincts 1, 3 and 4

High

Large fig on Falcon Street nature strip

Adjacent to Precinct 3

Exceptional

Bunya pines to the rear of Music Shell

Precincts 3 and 4

Exceptional

Fig Tree Lane avenue plantings

Precinct 4 and 6

Exceptional

Row of Brush Box parallel to Miller
Street

Precinct 2

High

Figs around Bon Andrews Oval

Precinct 1

High

Row of palms near the War Memorial

Precinct 5

Exceptional

4.6 Endnotes
1
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5.0 Constraints and Opportunities
5.1 Introduction
The role of the conservation policies in this report is to provide specific guidelines for the
conservation, ongoing care, development and adaptation of St Leonards Park so that its cultural
significance is appropriately maintained, enhanced and interpreted as part of its ongoing use.
Development of a useful set of conservation policies requires consideration of a range of issues
which are generally divided into the following categories:


the constraints on, and opportunities for, use and development of the site arising from the
Statement of Significance;



the requirements of the site users and owners, available resources and appropriate uses;



the physical condition and degree of integrity of the fabric of the place; and



requirements imposed by external factors and agencies including statutory authorities.

5.2 Constraints and Opportunities Arising from Significance
5.2.1 Generally
Establishing requirements for the retaining the site’s heritage significance is the essential first step
in developing conservation policies. These requirements are based on the aspects of significance
identified in the statement of significance (Section 4.3) and accompanying analysis of site
components’ significance (Sections 4.3.3).
The future conservation, development and ongoing management of the park should take account
constraints arising from the identified heritage values of the site and its setting. Opportunities to
retain, reveal and interpret these heritage values should also be investigated, implemented and
integrated into the daily use and ongoing care of the park.
Relevant aspects of significance identified in the statement of significance include:


The Park’s importance as a sporting facility, with important historic uses related to cricket and
bowling and more recent associations with other sports.



The Park’s historical significance as a designed landscape from the 1860’s with remnants of
this phase that are able to be appreciated.



The Park’s 1930s period features that have a high level of social significance including the
Music Shell, Playground and War Memorial.

The treatment of existing site components and visual and functional relationships should be related
to the assessed level of significance, as set out in Section 4.3.3 (Significance of Components).
Adverse impacts on significant components could be permitted where:


it makes possible the recovery of aspects of greater significance;



it helps ensure the security and viability of the place;
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there is no feasible alternative (eg to meet safety and/or legal requirements); and



full assessment of alternative options has been undertaken to minimise adverse impacts.

5.2.2 Guiding Principles
The future conservation and development of the place should be carried out in accordance with the
principles of the Burra Charter. In particular the following measures are recommended:


The maximum amount of significant fabric, uses, associations and meanings should be preserved and
conserved. (Article 3, Burra Charter)



Works to the fabric should be planned and implemented taking into account the relative significance of
the elements of the place. Unavoidable intervention should be carried out on elements of lesser
significance in preference to those of higher significance. Alterations to interior spaces, such as removal
of original finishes, partitioning or construction of new openings and installation of new services should
be carried out in spaces of lesser significance to those of higher significance. (Article 5.2, Burra Charter)



Uses should, if possible, be related to the cultural significance rather than uses that do not take
advantage of the interpretative potential of the place. (Article 7, Burra Charter)



If possible, items of significance should be interpreted by either introduced interpretative devices or
applicable restoration and reconstruction. (Article 25, Burra Charter)



The use of the place should be organised to minimise the removal or concealment of significant fabric
due to statutory requirements including the need for new services, provision of fire egress and access
for disabled people. (Article 7.2, Burra Charter)



All alterations and adaptations to the significant fabric should be clearly identified by means of
introduced devices or by method of style or construction as new work. (Article 22.2, Burra Charter)



Work should be carried out by personnel experienced in conservation, both professional disciplines and
building and engineering trades. (Article 30, Burra Charter)



Appropriate recording and documentation procedures, in accordance with the Australia ICOMOS “Burra
Charter” should be carried out before any works. (Article 27.2, Burra Charter)



Conservation guidelines for the place, formulated in accordance with the “Guidelines to the Burra
Charter: Conservation Policy” should be prepared, adopted and implemented. (Article 26.2, Burra
Charter)

5.3 North Sydney Council’s Requirements
5.3.1 Council’s Statement of Intentions for St Leonards Park
North Sydney Council has prepared the following statement of intentions for the park:
St Leonards Park has considerable heritage, recreational, social and environmental significance. It
is an attractive, high profile green space in North Sydney that provides many and varied
opportunities for recreation and relaxation. The park is important to locals and the wider Sydney
community. While local residents view the park as their ‘backyard’, facilities including North Sydney
Oval and the Music Shell regularly attract large crowds.
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Upgrading the exiting recreational environment to meet the needs of all sectors of the community,
and improving the aesthetics of St Leonards Park are major objectives for Council.
Specifically, Council aims to:


Protect and conserve all identified heritage items;



Recognise, conserve and interpret the cultural and natural heritage of St Leonards Park;



Provide a range of recreational activities commensurate with the park’s capacity as a
significant urban park and a major open space resource;



Encourage the use of the park by all sectors of the local community including individuals,
groups, schools, businesses, etc for a wide variety of recreational purposes;



Provide a wide range of formal recreational opportunities on specialist sports fields and
courts (and associated facilities) in the park that meet the needs of both the local and wider
community;



Provide a wide range of informal recreational opportunities that meet identified community
needs including children’s play facilities (both formal, eg play equipment, and informal, eg
areas to run, jump, roll, etc), areas for picnicking, socialising, relaxing, jogging, walking, dog
walking, areas and activities for older children and youth, etc;



Promote the park as a venue for large-scale community events and functions including both
one-off and regular events such as concerts, sporting fixtures, cinema in the park, etc;



Provide a location for commemorative events; and



Provide a safe and secure circulation system for pedestrians and cyclists through and
within St Leonards Park, and provide good connections to surrounding areas.

5.3.2 Current Proposals
North Sydney Council recognises that the site meets the threshold for state significance as
identified in Section 4.3 and support its nomination to the State Heritage Register.
There are a number of current proposals for physical works within the park that may have an impact
upon the park. They include;


upgrade and extension of Cunningham Pavilion; and



introduction of underground electricity cabling through park.

These works should be guided by the CMP’s policies and seek to avoid impacts upon significant
elements of the park (as identified in Section 4).

5.4 Constraints and Opportunities Arising from Condition and Use
5.4.1 Generally
The inspection of the physical fabric of St Leonards Park carried out for this study identified a
number of key issues relating to the physical condition and degree of intactness/integrity of spaces
and components of the place that are relevant to determining appropriate policies for its future care
and use.
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There are several areas of the site that show wear and tear as a result of heavy use, principally the
netball court area. Management of the park should include regular assessments and a focus on
reducing the impacts of heavy use upon park fabric.
The area around the War Memorial and the key Ridge Street entry to the park is also degraded.
Numerous additions to this area including light poles, bollards, memorial plantings, paths and
access roads have degraded the centrality of the Memorial and the central axis of Tunks Avenue. A
review of existing elements should be undertaken and proposals for new elements in this area, and
in the park more generally, should be assessed against the extent to which they contribute to the
setting.
Vehicle movement within the park and access to the Oval and Bowling Club is in conflict with other
park uses and presents challenges. The access road to the Bowling Club presents challenges to
users of the club as a single lane entry. It is also visually obtrusive within the setting of the War
Memorial. As with vehicle movement along Fig Tree Lane, traffic within the park should be
monitored and creative solutions sought to reduce vehicle speeds, alert pedestrians to potential
dangers and reduce visual impacts. The goal should be that the park’s significant historic uses
continue to coexist.

5.4.2 Historical Archaeology
The site’s archaeological potential has not been identified. In order to manage the site’s
archaeological potential an archaeological assessment should be undertaken. Future major
development of the site should be informed by the assessment and would need to accommodate
timely management of any historical archaeological resources identified on the site.

5.4.3 Aboriginal Heritage Values
The site’s Aboriginal heritage values have not been identified. In order to manage the site’s
Aboriginal heritage values an assessment should be undertaken. Future major development of the
site should be informed by the assessment and would need to accommodate management of any
identified values and include consultation with Aboriginal groups with attachments to the site if they
are identified.

5.5 Heritage Statutory Context
St Leonards Park is located on Crown Land owned by the New South Wales State Government.
Management of the park should be in accordance with the principles of Crown Land management
as set out in the Crown Lands Act 1989.

5.5.1 Role of North Sydney Council
St Leonards Park is listed as an item of Local significance on North Sydney Council Local
Environmental Plan (LEP) 2001, Schedule 3 Heritage Items, as the St Leonards Park Group (Item
0911). Other elements of the park identified on Schedule 3 of the LEP are the North Sydney Oval
Group, the War Memorial and the Oval Bus Shelter (item 1325). The heritage provisions of the LEP
therefore would be applicable to any proposal that would affect the heritage significance of the park.
Council should continue to make development application submissions for all relevant works to the
park and seek approval from the Crown where relevant. Council should also review proposed
works in the vicinity with a view to managing impacts upon the setting of the park.
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5.5.2 NSW Heritage Act
The Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) includes a range of provisions for identifying and protecting items of
environmental heritage. In addition to the establishment of the State Heritage Register (SHR), a list
of items assessed as being of ‘State’ significance, these provisions include Interim Heritage Orders
and Orders to Stop Work and the ‘relics provision’.
As St Leonards Park is not currently listed on the SHR, the site is only subject to the ‘relics’
provision of the Act which afford automatic statutory protection to ‘relics’ which form part of
archaeological deposits. The Act defines a ‘relic’ as:
any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal settlement, and
(b) is of State or local heritage significance.
Sections 139–145 of the Act prevent the excavation or disturbance of land for the purpose of
discovering, exposing or moving a relic, except in accordance with an excavation permit issued by
the Heritage Council of New South Wales.

State Heritage Register Listing and Heritage Council of NSW Approvals
It is recommended St Leonards Park be nominated for inclusion on the SHR. The SHR is a list of
heritage items of particular importance to the people of New South Wales. It includes items and
places (buildings, works, relics, movable objects or precincts) of State heritage significance
endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW and the Minister.
The SHR is established under Section 22 of the Heritage Act, and pursuant to Section 57(1) of the
Act, the approval of the Heritage Council of NSW is required for any proposed development within
the site, including subdivision, works to the grounds or structures or disturbance of archaeological
‘relics’. The Heritage Act also requires that the minimum standards of maintenance apply to items
included on the State Heritage Register.

Exemptions from Heritage Act Approval
Section 57(2) of the Heritage Act provides for a number of Exemptions to Section 57(1) approval
requirements. Exempted development does not require prior Heritage Council of NSW approval.
Exemptions are of two types: Standard and Specific.
Standard Exemptions which apply to all items on the SHR generally include minor and non-intrusive
works and are subject to some qualifications in some instances. Typical exempted works include
maintenance (to buildings and gardens), minor repairs and repainting in approved colours.
Standard Exemptions do not apply to the disturbance, destruction, removal or exposure of
archaeological ‘relics’.
Specific Exemptions include those works specifically approved for a site on the SHR. Applications
for Specific Exemptions may be made to the Heritage Council of NSW for particular works or
activities in certain areas of the site and/or for some or all of the works specified in a Conservation
Management Plan (CMP) which has been endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW.
Under the Heritage Act, the Heritage Council can also delegate its authority to approve certain
works or endorse Conservation Management Plans.
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Statutory Approvals Process
If included on the SHR works to St Leonards Park will generally require both Heritage Council of
NSW and North Sydney Council approval.
One method of dealing with these dual approval requirements is to use the Integrated Development
Application (IDA) procedures of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW)
which provides for a Development Application (DA) to be referred to the Heritage Council of NSW
for comment, and for those comments to be considered by the consent authority before it
determines a DA. An application must still be made for Heritage Council of NSW approval under
Section 60 of the Heritage Act, following the exercise of IDA procedures. If, however, Section 60
approval is obtained prior to lodgement of the Development Application, the application is no longer
an Integrated Development (as no further approval under the Heritage Act is required).
IDAs and Section 60 Applications generally need to be accompanied by a Conservation
Management Plan (CMP), particularly for large and/or complex sites and/or where a significant level
of development is proposed. A Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) is also usually required setting out
the impacts of the proposed development on the significance of the place and consistency of the
proposal with the CMP or other relevant documents.
The listing of St Leonards Park on the SHR would also mean that the site is required to meet the
minimum maintenance requirements set out in Section 118 of the Heritage Act to ensure the longterm conservation of the place. In a situation where the site remains in use (as currently), these
maintenance requirements should not represent any additional requirement other than keeping it in
sound condition.

5.5.3 Opportunities from listing on the SHR
Inclusion of the State Heritage Register (SHR) has a number of benefits. Listing would give Council
improved access to heritage grants. NSW grants for conservation works are described further at
www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/funding. Technical advice is also available from the Heritage Council’s
expert technical committees in relation to the management of places listed on the SHR.

5.5.4 National Trust of Australia (NSW)
St Leonards Park is listed as an individual item by the National Trust.
The National Trust of Australia (NSW) is a community-based conservation organisation with an
assembled a register of heritage items and conservation areas undertaken by the assessment work
of its expert committees. Although it holds no legal status, the National Trust Register is considered
to be an authoritative guide to heritage significance and the Trust acts as a lobby group for heritage
conservation.
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6.0 Conservation Policies for St Leonards Park
6.1 Introduction
6.1.1 Conservation Policy Discussion
The development of conservation policy for a heritage place starts with the identification of its
heritage significance and the obligations that arise from that significance. The key issues and
opportunities relating to the future management of that place are then reflected in conservation
policy.
This CMP aims to ensure that an appropriate management regime is in place to conserve, manage
and interpret the heritage significance of St Leonards Park. These individual policies and actions
are recommendations rather than prescriptions and it is recognised that their implementation is
dependent on the relative priorities and extent of resources available to North Sydney Council. This
is also reflected in the identified timing explained below in Section 6.1.3.
The key conservation principles underpinning these policies are:


Recognition of the potential state heritage significance of St Leonards Park. To indicate the
significance of the place and formalise its heritage protection under the provisions of the
NSW Heritage Act 1977.



Conservation management of the landscape character, the buildings and contributory
elements of Exceptional, High and Moderate significance throughout St Leonards Park,
including those within the North Sydney Oval complex and the Bowling Club.



Development of a consistent approach to maintenance of heritage significance and new
elements within the park such as park benches, lighting, picnic tables, signage, and paths.



Interpretation of the heritage significance of the park, and the various elements that
contribute to that significance. The development and implementation of an interpretation
strategy will further develop public appreciation of the site.



Integration of heritage management into the existing park management processes. An
approach which is consistent with the existing St Leonards Park Plan of Management (2011)
and this CMP should be the basis of future planning; guiding works and assisting in
identifying potential heritage impacts from proposed works or activities.



This CMP should also inform the preparation of the forthcoming St Leonards Park
Masterplan.

6.1.2 Broad Conservation Policies
The purpose of the conservation policies set out in this section is to provide guidance for the future
conservation, management and interpretation of the heritage significance of St Leonards Park, as
described in Section 4.0.
The following tables contain broad conservation policies and actions for the whole of St Leonards
Park. The implementation of the policies and actions will ensure that North Sydney Council is able
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to effectively conserve and interpret the identified heritage significance of St Leonards Park and
manage change in a positive way for future generations.
The policies below are structured to be compatible with the management policies of the St Leonards
Park Plan of Management and follow the format of that document with the following key policy
areas:
1.

Landscape Character and Heritage;

2.

Recreation and Leisure;

3.

Access and Circulation; and

4.

Management.

Specific policies and actions for the individual precincts of the park are discussed in detail in Section 7.0.

6.1.3 Timing of Actions
The actions are listed in three timing categories of short, medium and long term time frames
intended to provide a priority hierarchy for actions to be implemented and link with the existing Plan
of Management framework. Additional timing parameters include ongoing, commenced and
completed. Many of the conservation actions included in this section have resourcing implications
for North Sydney Council, so the recommended timing of actions will be dependent upon availability
of resources and anticipated community trends. The tables below provide the ideal timing in relation
to the relative importance of the conservation action.
The main categories are as follows:


Short term: These include the urgent conservation and maintenance actions that should be
undertaken within 12 months and actions which are less urgent but are required to ensure the
heritage significance are conserved and to improve the amenity of St Leonards Park and
should be undertaken within 2 years.



Medium term: Actions in the medium-term category of a 2–4-year timeframe. Forward
planning to secure resources would enable implementation of these actions within the
medium-term timeframe. For example, the preparation of an Interpretation Strategy for the
site would be required in this timeframe.



Long term: These are actions that should take place after 4 years or within a 5–10-year
timeframe and may involve items of a lower priority or larger proposals or actions to be
included in a final Masterplan.

6.1.4 Context of the Policies
The policies take into account the relevant constraints and opportunities detailed in Section 5.0.
Burra Charter terminology and principles have been used in formulating the policies. 1
For St Leonards Park, the key obligations arising from its significance include maintaining the
various historically important sporting uses of the site as well as conserving and interpreting the key
characteristics of the site as a landscape space.
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A key management issue facing St Leonards Park is to ensure the conservation of the site’s
landscaped spaces within the context of its very high rates of recreation.
North Sydney Council’s Sportsgrounds Plan of Management and Playgrounds Plan of Management
provide additional information regarding Council management of these facilities. The North Sydney
Oval Plan of Management provides specific information regarding the management of that area.
The Bowling Club is also managed separately.

6.2 Conservation Policies and Actions
6.2.1 Conservation of Landscape Character and Heritage Significance
Landscape Amenity and Aesthetics
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

1.

Conserve, maintain and replace as needed the significant
cultivated trees and groups of trees of St Leonards Park.

Ongoing

Identify the culturally significant or rare species at St
Leonards Park from which future seed selection and
propagation for succession planting should be made.

Short term: within
24 months.

Collect the seeds from significant tree specimens, record
and appropriately store them for future propagation.

Short term: within
24 months.

Continue to use plant
species consistent with the
heritage significance of St
Leonards Park.

Plan for succession planting. Where necessary/possible,
the same genetic stock of trees of high heritage and
cultural value should be used.

Ongoing

Where new plantings are introduced they should reinforce
the historic phases and complement the existing
landscape character, main planting periods and heritage
significance of St Leonards Park as set out in Section 2.

Ongoing

Carefully select species and
location when undertaking
new plantings.

Choice of species for new plantings should be based on
the relative significance of the area, appropriateness for
the context, suitability for the location, ease of
maintenance and use (e.g. horticultural expression,
screening, shade, groundcover, boundary marking,
symbolism).

Ongoing

2.

3.

Conserve the historic,
culturally important, rare and
uncommon surviving
plantings and their seeds.

The placement and selection of larger specimen trees
should be carefully planned to avoid root damage to
buildings and other structures, blocking of views,
inappropriate mature dimensions, or incompatibility with
the established character of the landscape.
4.

Locations for new planted
beds and or rose gardens
should be based on
historical evidence.

The addition of new planted beds or rose gardens should
be guided by historical evidence and be based on the
relative significance of the area, and suitability for the
location, ease of maintenance and use (e.g. horticultural
expression, screening, shade, groundcover, boundary
marking, symbolism).

Ongoing

5.

Prepare a Tree
Management Plan for St
Leonards Park.

Prepare a tree management plan which includes a tree
replacement program for senescent trees. A tree
management plan should use best-practice methodology
to identify all trees, document their safe and useful life
expectancy, identify existing and potential public safety

Short term:
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Landscape Amenity and Aesthetics
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

hazards, recommend replacement plantings for old and
dying trees and include guidelines for new tree plantings
complementary to the existing landscape character and
heritage significance and in reference to Burra Charter for
conservation of heritage significance.
Decisions on whether to retain or remove particular trees
should be based on their relative significance, safe and
useful life expectancy, amenity value and contribution to
the landscape as a whole.

Ongoing

Tree species (eg mature elms and figs) that are potentially
susceptible to major insect or fungal diseases should be
managed to extend their safe and useful life but, if
necessary, plans should be made for their replacement
with the same or a similar but disease-resistant variety in
the future.

Long Term: 5 to 10
years

6.

Prepare a Landscape
Masterplan for the park

A Landscape Masterplan should be prepared to guide
adaptations necessary for new uses to achieve a
satisfactory balance between community recreation needs
and the retention of the park’s heritage significance.

Medium term:
2-5 years.

7.

Remove and replace dead,
dying or inappropriate
trees based on the Tree
Management Plan.

Remove and replace dead trees (other than those stumps
retained for their habitat value), senescent trees or trees
which are inappropriate because of their location or
species.

Ongoing

Note: if an original species of cultural planting cannot be
replanted for some reason that has been thoroughly
investigated, consider alternative trees which reflect the
form and design intent of the original species.
8.

9.
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Manage weeds according to
statutory controls and for
long term benefit of the
park’s elements.

Conserve the ecological
significance in St Leonards
Park, so this is balanced with

Weeds may be controlled by measures such as cultivation,
mulching, weeding, mowing or application of herbicides,
depending on the species involved and other
circumstances. In general, weed growth should be
discouraged especially around significant buildings,
structures, monuments and plantings.

Ongoing

Weeds should be subject to a staged control program,
using well-established methods that are consistent with
statutory requirements (eg Council’s Management Plan for
the Enforcement of Class 4 Noxious Weeds and Council’s
Noxious Weed Management Program Guidelines) and
conservation of significant landscape elements. These
may include manual removal and targeted use of approved
herbicides.

Ongoing

Removal of invasive species from significant natural areas
and cultural landscapes should be undertaken and
research encouraged into measures such as native
vegetation rehabilitation and replacement of invasive
ornamental species with alternatives that are non-invasive
but retain landscape function and character.

Ongoing

Seek technical advice for management activities that may
affect existing native vegetation and habitat.

Ongoing
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Landscape Amenity and Aesthetics
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

Significant views to, from and within St Leonards Park
should be conserved as follows:

Ongoing

the cultural heritage
significance of the
landscape.
10. Conserve significant views
within St Leonards Park



views into the site from adjoining streets and
properties, particularly to significant landscape
elements eg War Memorial;



views and vistas within the site, particularly along
major internal paths;



views from significant built elements into their
landscape settings;



views from within the park to Sydney Harbour.

Significant views may become obscured by vegetation
growth. Conservation of significant views may include
management of vegetation growth both within the park and
beyond its boundaries. In the latter case, adjoining
landowners/managers should be consulted to obtain their
cooperation.

Ongoing

Park Furniture and Other Structures
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

11. New infrastructure should
be appropriate to the
heritage significance of St
Leonards Park.

New infrastructure should be appropriate in scale and
character to the heritage significance of the park and
support its recreational functions.

Ongoing.

Conserve dedicated sports fields within the park and the
open spaces suited to informal recreation.

Ongoing.

12. Reduce clutter in the park
through a consistent
program of review of existing
elements and introduction of
new elements.

Audit and assess existing seating, lighting, drinking
fountains and minor park elements for condition and
appropriateness of location.

Short term: within
24 months.

Remove seating, lighting, drinking fountains and minor
park elements in poor condition or in unsuitable locations.

Medium term:

13. Develop a designed and
consistent palette for new
park elements.

Built elements, including park furniture, lighting and
signage, should be introduced as part of a coordinated
program and in accordance with a designed and consistent
St Leonards Park palette.

Medium term:

2-5 years
2-5 years

The numerous sandstone elements throughout the park
should inform the design of future park elements, however
reproducing previous historical styles is not recommended.
14. Facilitate public art
installations where they
complement or are
consistent with the heritage
significance of St Leonards
Park.

Art installations and commissioned sculptures could be
introduced in St Leonards Park where they complement or
are consistent with the heritage significance.

As required.

Appropriate locations should be examined and selected
(with heritage advice) for new installations so they are
complementary to and do not adversely impact the
heritage significance.

As required.
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Conservation of Heritage Items
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

15. Conserve the heritage
significance of St Leonards
Park in accordance with the
policies in the CMP.

A consistent approach to the management of the heritage
significance of the whole site of St Leonards Park should
be applied, based on the policies in this section and with
the specific policies included in Section 7.0.

As required

Implement integrated procedures for cyclical maintenance
and management.

Ongoing

16. Manage elements of the
park according to their
significance level.

The heritage significance of the park elements is identified
in Section 4 and the associated conservation approach for
each level of heritage significance is set out in Section 7.
The buildings and elements of Exceptional, High and
Moderate significance require conservation and
management planning to ensure appropriate uses are
maintained.

Ongoing

17. Conserve, interpret and
manage the identified
cultural landscape of St
Leonards Park.

The sum of all heritage significance—attributes and
elements within St Leonards Park, including the planned,
built and landscape elements—form the cultural landscape
and should be conserved.

Ongoing

18. Conserve and interpret the
different phases of St
Leonards Park’s history.

Conserve the important historic layers, different phases of
development and the extant physical evidence of the
earlier phases of St Leonards Park.

Ongoing

19. Managing change should
involve setting limits on
acceptable change prior to
major works.

Where appropriate, significant spaces requiring new work
should be carefully assessed before proposals are
prepared, so that new work is sympathetic and does not
impact upon the significance of the place.

Ongoing

20. Regularly review the
Conservation Management
Plan

The North Sydney Council should look at reviewing the
CMP within the next 10 years or if major changes occur.

Long Term: 5 to 10
years

21. The forthcoming St Leonards
Park Masterplan should
reflect the CMP for
management decisions.

The future park Masterplan should reflect the significance
and overall policies identified in this CMP to inform future
changes, events and/or new works in the Park.

Medium term:

22. Understand the Aboriginal
heritage values at St
Leonards Park.

A survey of St Leonards Park for potential Aboriginal sites
and an assessment of Aboriginal cultural significance
should be undertaken prior to any major new work being
undertaken.

Short term:

23. Understand the
archaeological resource at
St Leonards Park.

A survey of St Leonards Park’s archaeological potential
should be undertaken prior to any major new work being
undertaken.

Short term:

24. Monitor areas of
archeologically potential
during works

Monitor excavation in areas where historical records show
structures were formerly located. These include the former
bandstand south of the Bowling Club and bridge north of
the Music Shell.

Ongoing

2-5 years

within 24 months

within 24 months

6.2.2 Recreation and Leisure
Use of St Leonards Park
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

25. Ensure existing and future

Existing and future leases and licenses or uses in St

As required
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Use of St Leonards Park
Conservation Policy
leases and licenses and
associated functions within
St Leonards Park are
consistent with the heritage
significance.

26. Suitable public events in St
Leonards Park should be
encouraged.

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

Leonards Park should be consistent with the heritage
significance and this CMP, and should involve uses which
complement the heritage significance of the place.
Proposed alterations, changes to the landscape or building
works to suit the needs of any lessee or license holder
should be treated cautiously to avoid making decisions
about proposals which may be for relatively short-term
benefits, could be incrementally damaging and could
adversely impact the heritage significance of St Leonards
Park.

As required

Any proposed changes should not adversely impact the
heritage significance of St Leonards Park. Proposed
changes could include new development, alterations to the
landscape, introducing new plantings, event infrastructure,
changes to the traffic pattern or lease arrangements.

As required

Continue to allow events in the park that are in keeping
with the heritage significance and/ or do not impact
adversely on the heritage significance of the place.

As required

Event infrastructure should be kept to a minimum and
remain temporary.
27. Conserve and retain the
informal recreational areas
of St Leonards Park.

Maintain the informal leisure and recreation use of St
Leonards Park and continue to respect the landscape
qualities of the place as a whole.

Ongoing

Ensure St Leonards Park is conserved as a place for
sporting activities both formal and informal.

Ongoing

Consult with relevant stakeholders about proposals
affecting future developments, interpretation and
management of the heritage significance of the place.

As required

Consult the local community during the preparation of the
Park Masterplan, through public notices, forums and/or via
Council’s website.

As required

Provide relevant updates for the community (visitors,
various relevant organisations and volunteers) on changes
or proposals affecting St Leonards Park.

As required

Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

29. Encourage people to use
alternatives to cars to
access the park.

Link events to public transport, build on bicycle facilities
and link park to pedestrian networks.

Medium term:
2-5 years

30. Minimise impact of vehicle
traffic within the park.

Develop designed solutions to reduce impact of vehicle
movement associated with the Council Depot and Child
Care Centre located at North Sydney Oval in Masterplan.

Short term:

Redesign existing vehicle entry road to Bowling Club to
allow two vehicles to pass safely as part of Masterplanning
process, and reduce current visual impact upon setting.

Medium term:
2-5 years

28. Recognise and engage with
the strong community
attachment to various
aspects of the park.

Access to the Park
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within 24 months
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Circulation Through the Park
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

31. The park’s layout and
network of paths is
significant and should
remain legible.

Plans of the site from the 1890s show many of the existing
network of paths. The layout of paths within St Leonards
Park is important and should be maintained and/or
interpreted by:

maintaining the significant visual and physical links
to, from and within the site;

Ongoing

conserving the significant built and landscape
elements and their settings; and


investigating, recording and interpreting, where
appropriate evidence of earlier paths.


6.2.3 Management
Community Involvement
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

32. Prepare an interpretation
strategy for St Leonards
Park.

An interpretation strategy—to investigate methods of
interpreting and presenting the heritage significance of St
Leonards Park to visitors and to the people of Sydney
generally—should be prepared as a valuable management
tool.

Medium term:
2-5 years

A strategy for interpretation should identify the key roles
and process for consultation and actions for
implementation, such as events, signage and self-guided
walks. Use a range of media, including published material,
online material and signage should be considered as part
of the strategy.

Medium term:
2-5 years

Consult and involve relevant stakeholders in the
development of the interpretation strategy and specific
interpretation initiatives.

As required

Update the North Sydney Council website material to
showcase the heritage significance of St Leonards Park.

Short term:

Prepare interpretation and/or promotional material to
promote the heritage significance of St Leonards Park,
including its important historic connections to significant
individuals, sporting teams and the social life and
recreational pursuits of North Sydney residents.

Short term:

The archival resources and reference material related to
the park held by Council should be identified, collated and
made publically available through the Stanton library.

Medium term:

Keep records of all significant works undertaken at St
Leonards Park and make them available for managers of
St Leonards Park.

Medium term:

33. Promote the heritage
significance of St Leonards
Park.

34. Conserve the existing St
Leonards Park archival
resource.
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within 24 months
within 24 months

2-5 years.

2-5 years and then
on an ongoing
basis.
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Community Involvement
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

35. The introduction of new
memorials at St Leonards
Park should be managed.

Any proposed future memorials for St Leonards Park
should be consistent with the North Sydney Council
Memorial Policy as well as relevant to maintaining the
heritage significance of St Leonards Park.

As required.

36. Update the existing North
Sydney Council Plaques
Register

The existing Plaques Register does not include all
memorials within the park (all park memorials are identified
in Section 3.4). The register should be updated to assist in
the management of both new and existing plaques and
memorials.

Short term:

Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

37. Implement appropriate
assessment and approvals
processes.

Promote a holistic and consistent management approach
with existing Council procedures; to ensure all proposals
are assessed in terms of their potential to impact on the
heritage significance of St Leonards Park as a whole.

As required

Engage consultants and/or trades with relevant expertise
for proposed new works and heritage impact assessments
to assist in project development.

As required

If the site is included on the State Heritage Register
proposals for works, major landscape works or
development will need to be submitted to the Heritage
Branch, Office of Environment and Heritage, NSW
Department of Premier and Cabinet for consideration
(depending on the type and scale of work proposed).

As required

St Leonards Park should be nominated by North Sydney
Council, as the managers of the place, to the Heritage
Council of NSW for possible listing on the State Heritage
Register. The nomination should be based on the
assessment in this CMP.

Short term: within
12 months

If/when the place is included on the State Heritage
Register then management of St Leonards Park should
comply with the relevant provisions of the NSW Heritage
Act 1977 (as amended).

Ongoing.

All CMPs, including this one for St Leonards Park, should
be reviewed regularly—at least every 5-10 years, or if
there are any major changes to the place, new information
about its elements or to reflect any future amendments to
relevant legislation.

As required

Continue to develop, integrate and implement a process
and guidelines for consistent decision making about
activities and works that have potential to affect heritage
significance in St Leonards Park, including for managing,
consultation, approvals and lessee coordination.

Short term: within
24 months &
Ongoing

within 24 months

Management and Administration

38. Comply with legislative
requirements for managing
a place with heritage
significance in NSW.

39. Include a guideline in
Council processes and
procedures for consistent
decision making about
identifying and managing the
heritage significance of St
Leonards Park.
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(every 5-10 years)
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Management and Administration
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

Implement a check list which addresses the management
requirements for the heritage significance and which
includes the following key requirements and questions
about heritage issues:

Short term: within
24 months



Identify potential heritage significance and possible
heritage impacts arising from the proposed action.



Outline all alternatives that have been explored.



Indicate mitigative actions for activities that may
have an adverse impact on heritage significance.
Have key stakeholders been identified and
consulted?




Is professional heritage advice needed to help make
a decision?

40. Assess the heritage
impacts of all future
proposals for development
and/or changes to the
landscape character.

Refer to the consent/activity proposal process above and
seek professional heritage and cultural landscape advice if
necessary.

As required

41. Engage experts from a range
of specialised disciplines to
provide heritage advice to
conserve the cultural
landscape and elements of
the park.

Seek expert advice as required when a specialist decision
is needed about potential effect of works or management
on heritage significance.

As required

Maintain a list of experienced heritage and landscape
specialists who can assist with conservation, management
planning and interpretation of St Leonards Park.

Short term: within
24 months.

Seek heritage advice early in the development of complex
or difficult projects at St Leonards Park.

As required

42. Management of exceptional
or highly significant trees and
shrubs in St Leonards Park
should be carried out by
trained personnel.

Any remedial tree surgery or formative pruning of trees
and shrubs, particularly those of exceptional or high
significance, should conform to relevant Australian
standards (e.g. AS 4373-2007 Pruning of Amenity Trees)
and current best practice in arboriculture as recommended
by relevant industry representative groups.

Ongoing

43. Consult with key
stakeholders.

Recognise and consult with individuals who have a
significant role in caring for, managing and working at St
Leonards Park.

Ongoing

Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

44. Undertake regular
maintenance of St Leonards
Park’s built and landscape
elements.

Regular cyclical maintenance programs for buildings and
structures, consistent with the heritage significance of St
Leonards Park, should be developed and implemented.

Short term:

Regular inspections should be made of all trees and
shrubs subject to insect or fungal attack, structural failings,
storm damage or other deterioration to ensure prompt
preventative maintenance and repair.

Ongoing

45. Damaged elements within
the park should be repaired

Damaged landscape fabric, including trees, fences, gates,
paths, monuments should be repaired by suitably skilled

Ongoing

Maintenance
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Maintenance
Conservation Policy
with public safety a priority.

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

and / or qualified tradespersons.
Materials used for repairs or reconstruction should
preferably be traditional materials already used in the
construction of the landscape (e.g. timber, brick, stone,
concrete, gravel, bitumen).
Priority for conservation should be assessed primarily
according to relative degree of significance. However,
public safety is paramount and works should be prioritised
to minimise risks and reduce public safety hazards.

Ongoing

Any permanent or temporary receptacles for on-site
storage of rubbish, garden waste, landscape materials
(e.g. tree prunings, mulch, compost) and building materials
should be located in such a way that they do not detract
from the aesthetic significance or other significant aspects
of the landscape.

Ongoing

Care should be taken to ensure that the site is left in good
condition after any conservation or construction works.
Employees and / or contractors engaged in such works
should be required to clean up and remove all surplus
materials such as cement, adhesives, drop sheets,
packaging materials, from site when they have completed
their work.

Ongoing

47. Protect the setting of St
Leonards Park

Council should monitor proposed developments or
infrastructure projects (e.g. new buildings, power lines,
water pipelines, road upgrading, waste treatment) to
ensure that any new development on adjoining lands or
lands within the visual catchment of St Leonards Park is
sympathetic to the place, its setting and the conservation
of its heritage significance. This provision should include
overshadowing.

Ongoing

48. Protect and monitor native
flora and fauna species in
St Leonards Park.

Protect the habitat for locally indigenous flora and fauna.
Should threatened or endangered species be discovered
in St Leonards Park advice should be sought from relevant
authorities (e.g. National Parks and Wildlife Service) about
appropriate statutory protection and conservation
measures.

Ongoing

49. Identify and manage pest
species within the park.

The presence of any feral animals such as introduced rats
and mice, rabbits, foxes, feral cats and dogs should be
monitored, and any adverse impacts on significant items
and areas, vegetation and wildlife recorded, with
appropriate control measures developed and
implemented.

Ongoing

Any adverse impacts caused by native animals such as
possums or flying foxes should be monitored and if
required appropriately managed.

Ongoing

46. Continue management of
green waste and good
housekeeping as an
important part of the park’s
aesthetic significance
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Maintenance
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

50. Encourage environmentally
sustainable water use
while allowing for
conservation of cultural
landscape character

Water use in St Leonards Park should be managed in
ways that encourage environmental sustainability.
Provision should be made for an adequate water supply to
maintain significant heritage plantings in times of drought
and to establish replacement plantings and new
landscaping.

Ongoing

6.3 Endnotes
1
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Australia ICOMOS 1999, The Illustrated Burra Charter. http://www.icomos.org/australia/burra.html
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7.0 Conservation Policies for St Leonards Park Precincts
7.1 Introduction
7.1.1 Precinct Conservation Policies
The following tables include conservation policies and actions for the precincts of St Leonards Park.
These follow on from the broad conservation policies for managing the whole of St Leonards Park
included in Section 6.0.
As with the policies in Section 6.0 many of the conservation actions included in this section have
resource implications for North Sydney Council, so the recommended timing of actions will be
dependant upon planning for, seeking and obtaining resources in future budget cycles. The tables
below provide the ideal timing in relation to the relative importance of the conservation action.
The effective implementation of the policies and actions will ensure that North Sydney Council is
able to conserve the identified heritage significance of St Leonards Park and appropriately manage
change for future generations.

7.1.2 Policies Applied to the Grades of Heritage Significance
Conservation processes and policies appropriate for elements of St Leonards Park should be based
upon their graded level of significance.
The term ‘element’ in this context refers to either landscape or built components of the park. The
policies for each grade of significance of the park’s built elements are listed below. Policies for the each
grade of significance of the park’s landscape elements follows.
Table 7.1 Appropriate Conservation Process for the graded level of Significance of Built Elements

Grade of Significance

Appropriate Conservation Process for the Element

Exceptional
significance

Must be retained and conserved. These elements—landscape and built—require the highest
level of care in their management. Such elements are sensitive to change and can be
compromised by inappropriate development, works or impacts. Conservation should be
undertaken with heritage advice.

High significance

Should be retained and conserved. These elements require a high level of care in their
management, but can tolerate change when it is undertaken in accordance with the CMP
and with heritage advice.

Moderate significance

Should be retained and conserved. These elements require care in their management, but
can tolerate change when it is undertaken in accordance with the CMP.

Low significance

These elements can generally tolerate development and more robust works and changes
than items of higher significance. If required, they can be removed without loss to the overall
heritage significance of St Leonards Park.

Intrusive elements

These elements detract from the significance of the place and when the opportunity arises
they should be removed or modified.

Specific landscape elements identified in this CMP should be conserved in accordance with their level of
significance/contribution, as shown in the following table which sets out in practical terms, the
appropriate treatment for areas and landscape elements related to the assessed level of landscape
significance:
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Table 7.2 Appropriate Conservation Process for the graded level of Significance of Landscape Elements

Grade of Significance

Appropriate Conservation Process for the Element

Exceptional
significance

Retention essential unless there are major safety issues or condition is so poor that recovery
is deemed unlikely. Retain trees subject to arboricultural assessment of SULE (Safe and
Useful Life Expectancy) rating; manage to prolong safe and useful contribution to landscape;
if removal of existing specimen/s required for safety reasons, replace, ideally with same
species propagated from original, or with similar species to maintain landscape character.

High significance

Retention highly desirable unless there are major safety issues, condition is so poor that
recovery is deemed unlikely or retention will unreasonably constrain new development that is
in the interests of conservation of items of exceptional significance. Retain trees if possible,
subject to arboricultural assessment of SULE (Safe and Useful Life Expectancy) rating;
manage to prolong safe and useful contribution to landscape; if removal of existing
specimen/s required for safety reasons, replace with same or similar species to maintain
landscape character, if possible.

Moderate significance

Retain if possible, subject to arboricultural assessment of SULE (Safe and Useful Life
Expectancy) rating; manage to prolong safe and useful contribution to landscape. Transplant
within site if identified by tree management plan as ‘transplantable’.

Low significance

Retention not essential; if removed, replace with suitable alternative to maintain amenity and
landscape character.

Intrusive elements

Retention undesirable. Ideally remove and, if appropriate, replace with suitable alternative to
maintain amenity and landscape character. If a declared noxious or environmental weed,
control in accordance with relevant statutory requirements and expert advice.

7.2 Precinct Conservation Policies
7.2.1 Precinct 1: Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

1.

Retain the timber picket fence. Replace with similar as
necessary.

Ongoing.

Retain open character of
oval

Retain availability of oval for sport in summer and winter.
Limit addition of built form in the vicinity of the oval. Any
new structures should retain low scale and minimise visual
impacts on the setting.
Retain open views to the north and east.
Retain planted screen along the Oval’s southern edge.
2.
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Maintain oval in good
condition

The oval should be maintained by appropriately trained
personnel in accordance with current best practice in
green keeping.

Ongoing.
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7.2.1 Precinct 1: Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

3.

The Cunningham Pavilion is an item of moderate
significance and should be managed accordingly.

Ongoing.

Retain Cunningham Pavilion
and adjacent courtyard area
and rendered walling

The Cunningham Pavilion contributes to the significance of
the oval and should be managed as an important part of
the precinct.
Condition of the Cunningham Pavilion should be assessed
and maintenance and repair requirements identified and
implemented.
New additions, if required should continue to be
substantially located to the rear of the building.
Retain historic signage and internal joinery.
The adjacent depression era rusticated stone walling and
gateway is an important element of the wider park, and
should be retained and repaired as necessary.

4.

Eastern boundary to
Warringah Freeway

Retain open character along this boundary.

5.

Views

Retain open views to north and east into the park and
between the oval and the Sewer Vent.

Ongoing.

6.

Plantings around Oval

Significant plantings around the oval should be retained and
conserved and new plantings should be selected and located
to reinforce existing landscape character.

Ongoing.

7.

Additional planting

Boundary vegetation should be supplemented where needed
with additional tree planting to reinforce existing treed
boundary.

Medium term:

The diagonal paths through this part of the site are
important early paths and their alignments should be
retained. When necessary, surface fabric should be
repaired or replaced with traditional materials.

Ongoing.

8.

North east diagonal path

Ongoing.

Retain fence for protection of both park users and adjacent
vehicles.

2-5 years.

Retain prominence of avenue plantings.
9.

Stone Shelter

The Stone Shelter is an item of moderate significance and
should be managed accordingly. It contributes to the wider
significance of the park and should be managed as an
important part of the precinct.

Medium term:
2-5 years.

Condition of Stone Shelter should be assessed and
maintenance and repair requirements identified and
implemented.
Building use value should be recognised as an important
aspect of its significance and maintained. Changes to the
building that facilitate continued uses should be
encouraged.
10. Falcon Street boundary

Significant plantings of Corymbia citriodora (Lemon-scented
Gum) along Falcon Street boundary should be retained and
conserved. Any gaps should be filled with specimens of the
same species at the same spacing.
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Ongoing.
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7.2.1 Precinct 1: Bon Andrews Oval (North Sydney Oval No.2)
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

11. Other ornamental plantings

Significant ornamental plantings within the Precinct should be
retained and conserved (as identified in Section 4).

Ongoing.

12. Remnant indigenous trees

Remnant indigenous trees should be retained and conserved
and measures taken to prolong their safe and useful life
expectancy. Stumps of dead indigenous trees retained for
their wildlife habitat value should be conserved and inspected
regularly for structural stability and public safety.

Ongoing.

13. Lighting

Update lighting with modern well designed alternative as
opportunity arises. Lighting is currently located in the
centre of key paths. Alternative locations maybe
considered when existing lighting is proposed for
replacement.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

7.2.2 Precinct 2: Music Shell Entertainment Area
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

14. Music Shell to be retained
and managed as an item of
significance.

The music shell is an item of exceptional significance
within the park and should be managed accordingly.

Ongoing.

The condition of the Music Shell should be assessed and
maintenance and repair requirements identified and
implemented.
The existing, and any future, commercial enterprises or
leases should be cognisant of the place’s heritage
significance.
The uses of the Music Shell should not detract from the
heritage significance of the place and should be
complimentary to the park.
The place should continue to be used for public
performances.
Uses which may damage the building or setting should be
prohibited.

15. Grassed amphitheatre to be
recognised as a key part of
the precinct and managed
accordingly.

The open grassed amphitheatre to the south of the Music
Shell is an important part of the Shell’s setting and
functions.

Ongoing.

Retained as open space.
Make available for public gatherings associated with Music
Shell use.

16. Additional planting

114

Any gaps in boundary vegetation should be supplemented
with additional tree planting that reinforces the existing
landscape character.

Ongoing.
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7.2.3 Precinct 3: 3. North West Precinct—Corner of Falcon and Miller Street
Entry
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

17. Manage the World War I
Artillery Gun according to its
significance

Assess the fabric and condition of the gun and develop a
material conservation and maintenance plan to protect it
into the future.

Medium term:

18. Retain prominence of park
entry at corner of Falcon and
Miller Streets

Retain and conserve significant plantings.

Short term: within
24 months.

19. Public Toilet

The public toilet is an item of low heritage significance that
provides an important facility related to the uses of
elements of high and exceptional significance within the
park; the Music Shell and the playground.

Monitor condition of palm plantings for any evidence of
Fusarium infection and if necessary seek professional
advice from plant pathologists.
Continue use of mixed environmentally sustainable underplantings in this area.

2-5 years.

Long Term: 5 to 10
years.

It should be managed according to the guidelines for items
of low significance set out above.
If the building is removed another serving the same
function should replace it in an appropriate location to be
identified in the forthcoming Masterplan.
20. Lighting

Update park lighting with modern well designed alternative
as opportunity arises.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

7.2.4 Precinct 4: 4. Children’s Playground Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

21. Retain and manage the
playground as a significant
feature of the park

The playground retains fabric and layout from the 1930s
and represents an important aspect of the park’s history. It
should be retained and conserved.

Ongoing.

The playground appears to be located on the footprint of
the earlier tennis courts. This footprint should remain
visible.
The depression era rusticated walling and gates are an
important aspect of the place and should be retained and
conserved.
22. Changes to playground

Any future upgrading of the playground should retain early
fabric, layout and use.
New work should be carefully designed to complement the
existing character of the playground.

23. Retain and enhance facilities
in the vicinity of the
playground

New elements should be sympathetic to the existing
character of the playground and limited in scale.

Medium term: 2-5
years and
Ongoing.
Ongoing.

Improvements in facilities in the area should be
encouraged to facilitate use and ongoing importance of the
playground.
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7.2.4 Precinct 4: 4. Children’s Playground Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

24. Northern section of Tunks
Avenue

Retain and conserve avenue plantings and fill any gaps
where necessary.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

25. Fig Tree Lane (west)

Retain and conserve avenue plantings and fill any gaps
where necessary.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

26. Fig Tree Lane Gates

Although a recent addition, the gates should be managed
as an element of moderate significance that contributes to
the prominence of Fig Tree Lane and reinforces it as an
important early historic avenue.

Ongoing.

27. Monitor the use of the
Council Depot

Monitor traffic associated with council depot use in this
area for impacts on surrounding park uses and safety.

Short term: within
12 months.

28. Monitor the impact of
commercial operations in
Oval Complex

Monitor commercial uses in the Oval Complex for impacts
on surrounding park uses and safety.

Ongoing.

29. Cricket nets

Of low significance. Maintain while they complement other
uses and are valued as a resource.

Ongoing.

30. Cricket pitch in open grass
area

Of low significance. Maintain while not in conflict with other
uses and while it remains a valued resource.

Ongoing.

31. Paths

Retain alignments of significant paths and when
necessary, surface fabric should be repaired or replaced
with traditional materials.

Ongoing.

32. Lighting

Update lighting with modern well designed alternative as
opportunity arises.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

7.2.5 Precinct 5: Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

33. War Memorial to be retained
and managed as an item of
significance.

The War Memorial is an item of exceptional significance
within the park and should be managed accordingly.

Ongoing.

34. Prepare a Conservation
Management Plan for the
War Memorial.

The War Memorial is currently in poor condition with
evidence of damage to mortar joints and surface of the
stone. A Conservation Management Plan prepared by a
suitably qualified specialist should assess the current
condition and identify maintenance and repair
requirements.

Short term: within
24 months.

35. Maintenance of War
Memorial

Repair of the War Memorial should be implemented by an
experienced stone mason.

Ongoing.

36. Improve prominence of
Memorial within its setting.

The setting of the memorial is a key aspect of its
significance and future park planning should seek to
maintain and reinforce the centrality of the memorial on the
axial path of Tunks Avenue.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

Reduce clutter in the vicinity including infrastructure related
to the access road to the Bowling Club.
Changes in the vicinity that detract from the War Memorial
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7.2.5 Precinct 5: Ridge Street War Memorial Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

should be avoided.
Improve the viability of the turf in the immediate vicinity of the
Memorial.

37. Tunks Fountain to be
retained and managed as an
item of significance.

Tunks Fountain is an item of exceptional significance
within the park and should be managed accordingly.

Ongoing.

The Fountain should be acknowledged as a key element of
the park’s Victorian period of development and managed
accordingly. Elements and plantings within its immediate
vicinity should reflect and reinforce the aesthetic
characteristics of the fountain.
The existing setting of the fountain within the circular
palisade fence is considered suitable and should be
maintained.

38. Connections with North
Sydney Oval

Improve connections between this precinct and North
Sydney Oval.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

Investigate creating openings in the eastern and southern
sides of the Oval’s surrounding walls to improve
connections and reduce the dominance of the oval wall in
this location.
Investigate alternatives to existing wall treatment to reduce
its negative impact on adjacent areas of the park.
39. Ridge Street plantings

Reinforce existing plantings along Ridge Street boundary to
achieve a more uniform avenue.

Ongoing.

40. Corner of Miller and Ridge
Street Entry

Retain as key public access point to North Sydney Oval
and park. Maintain accordingly with wide areas of paving
and open character.

Ongoing.

41. Tram Shed (Oval)

Tram Shed is of moderate heritage significance and should
be managed accordingly.

Ongoing.

42. Tunks Avenue South

Retain and conserve avenue plantings and fill any gaps where
necessary.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

43. Paths

Retain alignments of early and significant paths, as
identified in Sections 2 and 4. When necessary, surface
should be repaired or replaced with traditional materials.

Ongoing.

44. Lighting

Update lighting with modern well designed alternative as
opportunity arises. Relocate lighting from centre of path to
improve connections between War Memorial and Tunks
Fountain.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

7.2.6 Precinct 6: 6. South Eastern Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

45. Bowling Club surrounds

The Bowling Club is an important part of the park and its
ongoing use should be facilitated.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

The existing Bowling Club access detracts from the axial
layout and the centrality of the War Memorial.
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7.2.6 Precinct 6: 6. South Eastern Precinct
Conservation Policy

Conservation Actions

Timing Category

Improve access to the Bowling Club with a review of the
existing driveway as part of the masterplanning process.
46. Assess significance of
Bowling Club clubhouse

The Bowling Club appears to have potential significance
as an item of 20th century heritage and is worthy of further
investigation.

As required.

47. Netball Courts

Increase maintenance in high use areas.

Ongoing.

48. Large tree south of Netball
Courts.

Use de-compaction and mulching to improve condition of
trees to overcome existing issue of bare earth.

Ongoing.

49. North East Path

Important part of the early park planning. Retain visual
prominence with mature avenue plantings.

Ongoing.

50. Fig Tree Lane East Path

Important part of the early park planning. Retain visual
prominence with mature avenue plantings.

Ongoing.

51. Sandstone Picnic Shelter,
Fig Tree Lane east

Item of moderate significance manage accordingly.

Ongoing.

52. Eastern boundary open area

Increase use and appeal of this area through provision of
well-designed seating or shelters.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

53. Views to south east

Retain important open views to harbour

Ongoing.

Boundary plantings should be selected and maintained so
as not to obscure these views.
54. Lighting

Update lighting with modern well designed alternative as
opportunity arises. Lighting is currently located in the
centre of key paths. Alternative locations maybe
considered when existing lighting is proposed for
replacement.

Medium term: 2-5
years.

55. Remove intrusive elements

The existing bowling club entry drive way detracts from the
centrality of Tunks Avenue and the centrality of the War
Memorial. The existing stone bollards have been displaced
and are randomly arranged.

Short term: within
24 months.

Alternative designs for the road should be investigated and
existing bollards removed and alternatives investigated.

56. Jubilee Fountain

Redesign or relocate drinking fountains and other
elements adjacent to netball courts at Falcon Street to
reduce clutter in this area.

Short term: within
24 months.

Control weeds in vegetation along Freeway boundary.

Short term: within
24 months and
ongoing.

The Jubilee Fountain was moved out of the park in 1982. It
had been located near the Bowling Club, which would now not
be suitable for its return. If its return to the park is required, a
new suitable location should be identified.

Ongoing.

Precinct 7 (Norths Bowling Club) and Precinct 8 (North Sydney Oval No. 1) are managed
separately and are not part of the current study area.
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Appendix A
State Heritage Inventory sheets for St Leonards Park and items within the Park.

Appendix B
North Sydney Council Plaques Register for items listed within St Leonards Park
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Appendix A
State Heritage Inventory sheets for St Leonards Park and items within the park.
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Listings

Page 1 of 2

Listings

Development

Heritage Council

Publications &
Forms

Conservation &
Technical

About Heritage

Research

Funding

Heritage Databases

Heritage Database Search

Heritage Item

Click on the BACK button of your browser to return to the previous page.

Sewerage Vent Stack
Item
Name of Item:

Sewerage Vent Stack

Type of Item:

Built

Primary Address:

North Sydney, NSW 2060

Local Govt. Area:

North Sydney

Property Description:
Lot/Volume Code Lot/Volume Number Section Number Plan/Folio Code Plan/Folio Number
All Addresses
Street Address

Statement of
Significance

Suburb/Town

LGA

North Sydney

North Sydney

Parish

County

Type
Primary

Major local landmark and fine example of early twentieth century brick
craftsmanship. Important reminder of urban infrastructure and its
aesthetic design reflects period attitudes.
Note: There are incomplete details for a number of items listed in NSW. The
Heritage Branch intends to develop or upgrade statements of significance and
other information for these items as resources become available.

Description
Designer/Maker:

M.W.S. and D.B.

Builder/Maker:

Public Works Department

Physical Description:

Tall tapering cylindrical chimney stack with brick string courses
delineating the top section and regularly spaced iron hoop reinforcing
bands. Sits on traffic island in centre of Warringah Expressway
overpass intersection.

Former Use:

State Themes: The life cycle. Building styles.

History
Historical Notes:

Built as part of the Northern Suburbs Ocean Outfall Sewer, opened
1927.

Historic Themes
Australian Theme (abbrev)
4. Settlement - Building

New South Wales Theme
Utilities - Activities associated with the provision of

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_04_2.cfm?itemid=2180764

Local
Theme
(none) -

19/03/2012

Heritage Branch Website - Online Database

settlements, towns and cities

Page 2 of 2

services, especially on a communal basis

Assessment of Significance
SHR Criteria g)
[Representativeness]

This item is assessed as historically representative regionally. This item
is assessed as aesthetically representative regionally. This item is
assessed as socially representative locally.

Integrity/Intactness:

_

Assessment Criteria

Items are assessed against the

State Heritage Register (SHR)

Criteria to determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below for
the level of statutory protection.

Listings
Listing
Title

Heritage Listing

Listing
Number

Gazette
Date

Gazette
Number

Gazette
Page

Local Environmental Plan
National Trust of Australia
register

Study Details
Title

Year Number

North Sydney Heritage 1993
Study Review

0764

Inspected
by

Author
Tony Brassil, Robert Irving, Chris
Pratten, Conybeare Morrison

Guidelines
Used

TB May
1992

Yes

References, Internet links & Images
None
Note: Internet links may be to web pages, documents or images.

Data Source
The information for this entry comes from the following source:
Name:

Local Government

Database Number:

2180764

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the State Heritage Inventory is
correct. If you find any errors or omissions please send your comments to the Database Manager.
All information and pictures on this page are the copyright of the Heritage Branch or respective copyright
owners.
NSW Government

|

Site Map

|

Contact Us

|

Copyright

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_04_2.cfm?itemid=2180764

|

Disclaimer

|

Privacy
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Appendix B
North Sydney Council Plaques Register for items listed within St Leonards Park

North Sydney Historic Plaque Register

Page 1 of 1

Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
4
First Next
Prev Last

St Leonards park -- Image 4 of 10

Prev Next
Judge Milton Boulter

File:

000\000036a

Title:

Judge Milton Boulter

Location:

North Sydney: St Leonards Park .
Near the Rotary Rose Wheel and
adjacent to the corner ofMiller and
Falcon Streets. Set in small stone
plinth under a pine tree.

Significance:
PlaqueWording:
InstallationDate:
Comments:

Photo available. Plaque has the
Bicentennial logo on it.

Subject:

People / heritage

Inscription:

This tree is dedicated to the memory
of Judge Milton Boulter QC., M.M.
President of North Shore Historical
Society from 1965 until his death in
1983, first Chairman of Donbank
Museum Trust North Shore Historical
Society North Sydney Municipal
Council 1988

Installed:

1988

Registered:

3/10/01
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails

St Leonards park -- Image 6 of 10

Prev Next

North Sydney Bowling and Recreation Club
File:

000\000111

Title:

North Sydney
Bowling and
Recreation Club

Location:

North Sydney: on
right hand (eastern)
entrance pillar at side
of road, entrance to
North Sydney
Bowling Club, St .
Leonards Park:

Significance:

Community facilities,
recreation and parks

PlaqueWording:

North Sydney
Bowling and
Recreation Club
Founded 25th April
1888

InstallationDate:

1949

Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
6
First Next
Prev Last

RegisterEntryDate: 23 May 2007
Comments:

Bronze plaque 36 cm
square, erected on
southern face of
pillar.
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails

St Leonards park -- Image 5 of 10

Prev Next
J T Warren
File:

000\000110

Title:

J T Warren

Location:

North Sydney: inset
on right hand
(eastern) entrance
pillars at side of road,
entrance to North
Sydney Bowling Club,
St . Leonards Park:

Significance:

People, Community
facilities, recreation
and parks

PlaqueWording:

J T Warren Memorial
Entrance Member
North Sydney Bowling
Club 1922-1945
Erected By His Family
1949

InstallationDate:

1949

Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
5
First Next
Prev Last

RegisterEntryDate: 23 May 2007
Comments:

Bronze plaque 36 cm
square, erected on
southern face of pillar.
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails

St Leonards park -- Image 3 of 10

Prev Next
Judge Milton Boulter
File:

000\000036

Title:

Judge Milton Boulter

Location:

North Sydney:
St Leonards Park .
Near the Rotary Rose
Wheel and adjacent
to the corner of Miller
and Falcon Streets.
Set in small stone
plinth under a pine
tree.

Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
3
First Next
Prev Last

Significance:
PlaqueWording:
InstallationDate:
Comments:

Comments: Photo
available. Plaque has
the Bicentennial logo
on it.

Subject:

People / heritage

Inscription:

This tree is dedicated
to the memory of
Judge Milton Boulter
QC., M.M. President
of North Shore
Historical Society
from 1965 until his
death in 1983, first
Chairman of Donbank
Museum Trust North
Shore Historical
Society North Sydney
Municipal Council
1988

Installed:

1988

Registered:

3/10/01
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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North Sydney Historic Plaque Register

Page 1 of 1

Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
10
First
Prev

St Leonards park -- Image 10 of 10

Prev
North Sydney

File:

000\000118d

Title:

North Sydney

Location:

North Sydney: attached to eastern side of
base of fountain near North Sydney War
Memorial on pathway running between
Walker Street and Lytton Street, St .
Leonards Park:

Significance:

Sport, Recreation and Parks, People,
Municipal, Roads

PlaqueWording:

North Sydney The present plan of North
Sydney is a modification of the original
plan by Sir Thomas William Mitchell
gazetted in 1828. In 1890 the Boroughs of
East St. Leonards (1860), Victoria (1867)
and St. Leonards (1967) were
amalgamated to form North Sydney
Municipal Council.

InstallationDate:

1988

RegisterEntryDate: 30 May 2007
Comments:

Photographs and digital images available.
New fountain was part of a bicentennial
project to replace the original one erected
in 1885 which was destroyed by vandals in
the 1970s. Ceremony of opening of new
fountain held in October 1988.
Prev

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
8
First Next
Prev Last

St Leonards park -- Image 8 of 10

Prev Next
North Sydney Oval

File:

000\000118b

Title:

North Sydney Oval

Location:

North Sydney: attached to western side of
base of fountain near North Sydney War
Memorial on pathway running between
Walker Street and Lytton Street, St .
Leonards Park:

Significance:

Sport, Recreation and Parks, People,
Municipal

PlaqueWording:

The Oval dedicated as a public ground in
1867 North Sydney is one of the oldest
playing fields still being used in Australia.
The redevelopment of the oval was
completed in 1987 to provide a civic facility
for the community and included the
reconstruction of the Bob Stand from the
Sydney Cricket Ground.

InstallationDate:

1988

RegisterEntryDate: 30 May 2007
Comments:

Photographs and digital images available.
New fountain was part of a bicentennial
project to replace the original one erected
in 1885 which was destroyed by vandals in
the 1970s. Ceremony of opening of new
fountain held in October 1988.
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

St Leonards park -- Image 1 of 10

Next
Queen Elizabeth II and Duke of Edinburgh
File:
Title:
Location:

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
1 - 10

000\000016
Queen Elizabeth II and Duke of Edinburgh
North Sydney: St Leonards Park . Set in
sandstone pedestal in low stone wall opposite
Carlow Street, facing Miller Street

Significance:
PlaqueWording:
InstallationDate:
Comments:

Subject:
Inscription:

Installed:
Registered:

Photo and digital files available. Sandstone
pedestal on which plaque is installed was
probably from old St. Thomas' Cemetery
People / events
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II AND H.R.H. DUKE
OF EDINBURGH DROVE THROUGH THIS PARK
FOR 48,000 NORTH SHORE SCHOOL
CHILDREN ON 18 FEBRUARY, 1954. North
Shore Historical Society North Sydney
Municipal Council 1977
1977
2/10/01
Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.
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North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails

St Leonards park -- Image 2 of 10

Prev Next

Queen Elizabeth II and Duke of Edinburgh
File:

000\000016a

Title:

Queen Elizabeth II and Duke of
Edinburgh

Location:

North Sydney:
St Leonards Park . Set in
sandstone pedestal in low stone
wall opposite Carlow Street,
facing Miller Street

Half Size
Full Size
Significance:

Now Showing:
2
First Next
Prev Last

PlaqueWording:
InstallationDate:
Subject:

People / events

Inscription:

H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II AND
H.R.H. DUKE OF EDINBURGH
DROVE THROUGH THIS PARK
FOR 48,000 NORTH SHORE
SCHOOL CHILDREN ON 18
FEBRUARY, 1954. North Shore
Historical Society North Sydney
Municipal Council 1977

Installed:

1977

Registered:

2/10/01
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
7
First Next
Prev Last

St Leonards park -- Image 7 of 10

Prev Next
William Tunks

File:

000\000118a

Title:

William Tunks

Location:

North Sydney: attached to northern side
of base of fountain near North Sydney
War Memorial on pathway running
between Walker Street and Lytton Street,
St . Leonards Park:

Significance:

Sport, Recreation and Parks, People,
Municipal

PlaqueWording:

William Tunks State Member of
Parliament for St Leonards From 1864 to
1874 Mayor of the Borough of St
Leonards 1867 to 1883 Grandson of First
Fleeter, he fought to preserve land
especially harbour foreshore for public
recreational use. This fountain was
originally erected as a monument to him
in 1885. Later damaged it was restored in
1988.

InstallationDate:

1988

RegisterEntryDate: 30 May 2007
Comments:

Photographs and digital images available.
New fountain was part of a bicentennial
project to replace the original one erected
in 1885 which was destroyed by vandals
in the 1970s. Ceremony of opening of
new fountain held in October 1988.
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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Records from the North Sydney Historic Plaque Register
Search Result:
St Leonards park
References: 36
Images: 10

View As:
Titles
Thumbnails
Half Size
Full Size
Now Showing:
9
First Next
Prev Last

St Leonards park -- Image 9 of 10

Prev Next
St. Leonards Park

File:

000\000118c

Title:

St . Leonards Park:

Location:

North Sydney: attached to southern side
of base of fountain near North Sydney
War Memorial on pathway running
between Walker Street and Lytton Street,
St . Leonards Park:

Significance:

Sport, Recreation and Parks, People,
Municipal, Roads

PlaqueWording:

St . Leonards Park The first Mayor of St.
Leonards, Alderman William Tunks saw
the need for preserving areas for
recreation and through his efforts this
park was dedicated in 1867. At first
crossed by Walker and Carlow Roads,
these were later closed. William Tunks
personally supervised the laying of paths
and planting of trees in the park.

InstallationDate:

1988

RegisterEntryDate: 30 May 2007
Comments:

Photographs and digital images available.
New fountain was part of a bicentennial
project to replace the original one
erected in 1885 which was destroyed by
vandals in the 1970s. Ceremony of
opening of new fountain held in October
1988.
Prev | Next

All Images are of plaques in the North Sydney Council local government area.

http://www.photosau.com/StantonHeritage/scripts/home.asp
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