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1 5 y r s building br idges to b oor owa

(L to R) Ross McLellend, Nicole
Bannister, Meena Kelso, Farmer -Tim
McGrath, Adam Burrowes and volunteer
planting on Hopefield, 2003.

f r om t he M ayor

cr Jil ly Gib so n, m ayor of Nor t h Sy dne y
For the past 15 years North Sydney’s
Bushcare volunteers and Council staff
have been making a real difference
to the town of Boorowa through the
Building Bridges to Boorowa program.
The volunteers have not only planted
more than 40,000 plants in Boorowa,
they have sown many seeds of
friendship along the way.
North Sydney doesn’t have any official
sister city relationships, but our
friendship with Boorowa embodies all
that a sister city relationship should be.
It was birthed in a desire to do something
proactive for the environment, rather
than just a ceremonial connection.
And it has been nurtured by warm-

hearted and enthusiastic people in
both communities.
I’m really impressed by the commitment
of the North Sydney Council staff and
volunteers over the years. They’ve
planted in the cold, the wind, the
rain and even in the heat. But while
the weather has changed, the warm
country welcome and hospitality has
remained the same. Along with the
hard work, the Boorowa and North
Sydney teams share a meal, a yarn and
a drink or two.
I look forward to celebrating the 15th
anniversary of the program with you in
Boorowa. I hope you enjoy this special
Boorowa edition of the Bushcare News.

The Building Bridges to Boorowa
program began in September 2000 as a
tree planting partnership between North
Sydney Council, Boorowa Council and
Boorowa Community Landcare. The key
focus was to preserve the habitat of the
Superb Parrot, a local threatened species
and the iconic symbol of Boorowa.
Over the years, in sometimes driving
wind and horizontal rain, Council
volunteers and staff have planted more
than 40,000 native trees, shrubs and
groundcovers on Boorowa properties.
As well as protecting the Superb Parrot’s
habitat, the trees create wildlife corridors
for other native fauna, help reduce
soil salinity and erosion and provide
windbreaks and shelter for livestock.

how i t a ll beg a n
John Brewer interviews
Ross McLelland

Some years ago, I went to Cowra for a
weekend and stayed in a B&B just out
of town. The owner was from Boorowa.
He said: “Why don’t you drive home via
Boorowa? You might be interested in the
Superb Parrot. We’re trying to look after
it.” We thought that would be interesting
and stopped in Boorowa to have a look
around. I thought maybe we could help.
I rang the Boorowa Mayor and said: “We
could help you. We have maybe 600
volunteers in North Sydney all up, with
maybe 100 in Bushcare”. He said “Wow!
We could use them!!”

I enjoyed the trips for a combination of
reasons. I love the country, we get a lot
done, we plant all those trees, locals
really appreciate us, and we sit on those
beautiful farms with their old country
houses.
There is a lot of organising at the other
end – plant supply, ripping for planting,
fencing off some areas. The trip is good
for the morale of the farmers. We do in a
day what takes them a year. While they
can get grants for plants, they can’t get
the labour. We give the revegetation a
real lift by providing free labour.
It’s interesting that today’s volunteers
are not necessarily the original

Two tractors were required to free the
coach from the bog in 2004.

I then spoke to the North Sydney
Bushland Management Coordinator
Penny Barker, who got Council’s
agreement and the first group going.
Penny followed through the next year,
and it has become permanent. When
Penny moved on, the new officer, Adam
Burrowes and then Gareth Debney
followed it through to today, 15 years
later. Former Mayor Genia McCaffery also
backed the program from the beginning
and came down once early on.
Although people say it started with me,
it is not all about me. It’s a Council thing.
My ambitions for the weekend were to
keep it going. It’s a bit altruistic if you
like - city people helping in the country.
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volunteers. But new people come and
old ones drop out, and it has kept going.
Each coordinator has embraced it.
Once we took a coach and it got bogged
in the paddock. We were all shivering in
the rain while the tractors dragged it out.
Another thing I remember was two very
old people who came along. I was really
amazed. He could hardly walk; but he
kept going, planting.
Boorowa is a huge area and there are
still huge challenges, even though we
have planted thousands of trees. But the
landholders know. When you go back to
a site planted say five years before, the
trees are so high, there are birds and
animals there in them.
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Super b Pa r r ot,
Super b Coun t ry,
B oor owa NSW
I was the Bushcare Officer at North
Sydney Council who accompanied the
first group of volunteers to Boorowa.
As I write this article I am sipping
tea from my ‘Superb Parrot, Superb
Country, Boorowa NSW’ mug that I just
found at the back of the cupboard with
a deeply faded picture of the parrot on
the front. It has helped me remember…
The initial idea to visit Boorowa was
the brainchild of one of our volunteers,
Ross McLelland. On his return Ross
met with Penny Barker to discuss
his ideas. The following week Penny
and I had a meeting to nut out the
logistics of taking a group of Bushcare
volunteers from city to bush.
First of all I contacted Libby Elliott
the Landcare Officer for the Boorowa
catchment. She was very grateful and
helpful and said that if I could get the
volunteers to come she would arrange
everything from her end. So my task
was to advertise the trip, coordinate
volunteers, organise transport, and
book accommodation. The Landcare
Officer suggested that I contact one
of the local pubs in town to discuss
accommodation. Before setting the
date for the trip and booking the rooms
at the pub we had to make sure that
no-one in the region was having an
engagement party, a 21st or checking
that it was not football grand final
weekend because if this were the case
the whole town would not have a room
available anywhere. I then researched
the Superb Parrot and salinity to
create an informed advertisement for
the trip and an article for the Bushcare
Newsletter.
The first year we had limited funding
available for transport so we borrowed
one of Council’s minibuses. Two other
staff (including myself) travelled by car
to make our group a total of 20. As we
entered Boorowa country we began to
see expansive rolling fields of yellow
flowering canola, sheep in paddocks
and very few trees. When we arrived
in Boorowa, it had been raining and
there was a chill in the air. We met the
Landcare Officer at the local pub and

Building Bridges to Boorowa Volunteers, 2006

then followed her out to a local farm
where we planted just shy of 600
tube stock in a vegetation corridor
about four rows deep. I remember the
soil was wet and primarily clay which
was very heavy to move but everyone
soldiered on with determination,
digging holes and placing tree guards
carefully around each tube stock. It
sprinkled with rain on and off, but
we all kept working. Then there was
a break in the clouds, the sun began
to shine and we saw the farmer’s wife
driving through the paddocks from
the farmhouse on an ATV towards
us. She arrived with several trays of
warm, freshly baked scones wrapped
in tea towels with lashings of jam
and cream and thermoses of warm
tea/coffee. Tools were instantly
abandoned as we gathered around
the ATV.
We arrived back at the pub and the
open fire was burning in the front bar.
Many of the local farmers came to say
hello and hoped we would be back
again the following year to give them
a hand on their properties. We were
thanked many times in speeches, in
person – everyone was so grateful.
After dinner one farmer stood and
recited a poem that was three times
longer than the full version of The
Man from Snowy River making sure
to add sorrow and excitement at the
right intervals in his piece. It was
amazing. Later I asked him “How
did you remember all of the words to
that poem?” and he said that when

he was out working the fields on his
tractor it helped to take his mind off
worrying about the farm. He would
practise for hours, days, and months.
His farm had been in the family for
generations and he did not want to
be the one who maybe, one day,
would need to walk away. The farm
was his life and his family history.

His farm had been in the
family for generations
and he did not want to
be the one who maybe, one
day, would need to walk
away. The farm was his life
and his family history.
The following day we visited the
Superb Parrot breeding aviaries in
town. We were able to see these
beautiful birds up close and have
our many questions answered
before boarding the bus and
returning home to North Sydney. It
was a simple beginning and a great
cultural exchange where we had the
opportunity to engage with people
living on the land and begin to
understand the issues they face.
Things began to grow from there.
The following year the bus got larger
and more volunteers were able to

participate. We were able to visit two
or three farms as we were planting
corridors at twice the speed. We
also had the opportunity to visit a
sustainable farm in the region. The
farmer of the property was ahead of
his time – leaving native vegetation
corridors in the gullies and planting
out the hilltops. He also factored in
what the resident pod of kangaroos
were eating when deciding on the
seasonal movement of his sheep
from one paddock to another. He did
this because the kangaroos kept the
bush healthy, they completed the
ecosystem.
The second year I remember sharing
a room with three volunteers - four
beds tightly arranged in a room that
the previous year held only two. That
year some of the male staff slept in
a storage room upstairs at the pub
– a storage room with no door. But
no-one was concerned.
This was a place where the bartender
would say “the bar’s still open but
I’m off home to bed, just leave your
money for any extras in the till”.
A place where you could walk out
into the street late at night and be
engulfed by a peaceful silence; a
stillness in which you could hear only
the sound of tiny insects, wander
aimlessly into the middle of the
enormously wide main street and
stand looking up at the brightness of
a million stars.
Brenda Madden Bushcare Officer – 1994-2004
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We Get a Kick Out of It
Bushcare volunteers Ken and
Sissi Stewart have attended the
Boorowa planting trips since
2001. They spoke with John
Brewer about their experiences.
My attitudes to Boorowa have changed
over the years. I get the satisfaction of
seeing the survival of our plantings and
their growth and the improvements.
And we enjoy a weekend in the country.
We are so spoilt with food when we
go to Boorowa. I also enjoy the other
Bushcarers - we all enjoy each others’
company and get into the work very
smoothly. We’ve had several really wet,
cold years. One year it was sleeting
and we were knee deep in mud. I had
mud inside my boots. After planting we
were still in the sleet. As we finished
Elizabeth said: “You can’t stay wet like
that.” So she lent us dry clothes and a
Drizabone that I wore all weekend. We
dried our clothes in the hotel rooms. The
hotel must have used lots of electricity

that weekend! So the next
year we took a flask of brandy
as a body warmer in case it
was cold and wet again. Once
we were standing around a
big fire in a farmer’s shed and
we had the medicinal alcohol!
Now after some years of
going to Boorowa we can
see a result. Initially, it
was a salinity problem and
degradation of habitat for the
Superb Parrot that everyone
spoke about, but salinity
now seems less of a focus.
The focus now is to provide
habitat and generally improve
the pastures.
It’s the relationship with
the people there that is the
most outstanding thing.
The welcome they give, the
feeling we are wanted there.
It may be a selfish reason, but
I get a great kick out of it.

Ken & Sissi Stewart, 2004

‘ Y es, l e t ’s do i t. Ge t a bus.’
locals with revegetation. He had seen
the Superb Parrot and learned that it
was a threatened species. He thought
it would be a good idea to help the
local community. We could get the
North Sydney volunteers, who live in
an urban environment, to go to the
country to help, and also to see the
rural problems.
I initially took the suggestion to the
Bushcare Convenors monthly meeting.
Everyone loved the idea and said:
“Let’s do it”. I talked to my boss, Rob
[Emerson], about it and he said: “Yes,
let’s do it. Get a bus.”

Penny Barker was Council’s
Bushland Management
Coordinator between 1999
and 2003. She spoke with
John Brewer about starting the
program.
The idea of a Boorowa planting trip
came up when one of our volunteers,
Ross McLelland, asked if we could
organise a trip to Boorowa to help the
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The main driver was that North Sydney
volunteers were so passionate about
volunteering and helping out, and
wanted to do more in a community
with a tangible issue.
Brenda Madden, a North Sydney
Bushcare Officer at the time, contacted
Boorowa Council. They contacted
Landcare, who loved the idea. They
arranged accommodation, the farms
for plantings, organised a bus tour to
show us the environmental problems
in Boorowa and what was being done
to address them. On site down there
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was all organised by Landcare and the
Boorowa Council. We were the labour
to get plantings done. It was very
much a team effort.
The volunteers enjoyed seeing other
community problems and how they
were being addressed. The bonds
were great between all the groups and
the weekend was an eye-opener to us
all. Problems were on a much bigger
scale than our problems up here in
North Sydney.
It was initially about ‘save the parrot’.
People were saying “This species is
under threat from land clearing and we
need to create more habitat for them.”
When we got down there it was also
about other issues as well.
I was not on the first trip, I went down
the second year. It was a great feeling,
with the Bushcare volunteers being so
dedicated about helping local farmers.
It was a big day.
The first trip was a ‘Let’s give it
go’ thing. But because it was such
success, everyone said “Let’s do
again” and now it’s amazing how
keeps going.

a
a
it
it

North Sydney volunteers, Boorowa, 2007

Coor din ator ’s updat e - 1 5 y e a r s of building
br idges to b oor owa
There’s no doubt the Building Bridges to Boorowa program
is unique in the otherwise expansive and diverse world
of Bushcare/Landcare. The importance of this urban/
rural partnership and its persistent success over the past
fifteen years is testament to the hard work, dedication and
enthusiasm of all involved.
I’ve had the privilege of coordinating North Sydney’s part of
the project since 2007 and it’s one of the most rewarding
experiences of my working life. A substantial element of
this is due to my fantastic colleagues in the Bushland
Management Team (past and present) who are unfailing
in their efforts to make every trip run smoothly, safely and
enjoyably for all our volunteers and Landcare partners.
In saying this, however, the role that we play is relatively
easy! It’s never been difficult filling a couple of buses with
eager volunteers keen to spend a weekend tree planting
in our beautiful countryside! Throw in a log fire, rustic pub
accommodation and a couple of well-earned beverages at
the end of the day and the buses fill themselves! We never
forget that the hard work in all this is really borne by our
partners in Boorowa Community Landcare, their members
and coordinator.

It’s no small task preparing an area for planting. Landholders
have a multitude of factors to consider; from how their
property operates (now and in the future) to where they will
source appropriate plants from. Fencing to exclude stock
must be installed, and access for ripping, spraying and
future maintenance within the tree lanes must all form part
of the original planning. Once planted, a site is committed
for the long term so the importance of these ‘behind the
scenes’ decisions are paramount. Every year we take our
hats off to the landholders, Boorowa Landcare Committee
members and their Coordinator who not only ensures all
these preparations are on track, but also must liaise with
us in the city!
There are so many benefits of this program that go far
beyond the impressive statistics. While we are immensely
proud of the 40,000-plus locally native trees, shrubs
and ground covers planted by literally hundreds of city
volunteers around Boorowa, it is the friendships that have
grown alongside these plantings that truly symbolises the
value of this program and the model it provides for others
to embrace.
Gareth Debney – Bushland Management Coordinator
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Boorowa’s
Platypus
Early risers on past Building Bridges
to Boorowa planting trips have been
lucky enough to spot resident Platypus
in Boorowa River. Little is known about
Platypus using the Boorowa River,
however, volunteers for the Australian
Platypus Conservancy have initiated
a monitoring project to systematically
investigate the status and distribution
of this species in the Murray system.
Most Aussies will know that Platypus
live only in Australia. They are one
of two remaining monotremes, an
ancient group of mammals that retain
several reptilian features. Platypuses
are found in freshwater bodies from
Cooktown in Queensland to Glenelg
River Catchment in Victoria and
Tasmania. They are about half a metre
in length with a stream-lined furry
body and a broad paddle-shaped tail,
four short legs, and a duck-like bill.
Platypus use special sensory organs in
this soft leathery bill to capture prey.

Platypus in Boorowa River, 28 August 2013 by Sharon Wormleaton – APC

Their eyes and ears are both located in
a muscular groove that pinches shut
when they dive underwater. Females
create a burrow above the water line in
steep banks, where they lay a clutch of
1-3 whitish, leathery-shelled eggs from
a single reproductive and excretory
opening (cloaca). The 9mm long young
are nourished on milk excreted onto
the belly fur from two round patches of
skin for three to four months. Platypus
mature at two years of age and live for
about a decade. Males possess spurs
on their hind ankles that can inject
venom, causing excruciating pain.
Care should be taken to grasp animals
of unknown sex firmly by the end half
of the tail if handling is necessary.
Some of the threats posed to Platypus
include predation by fox (Vulpes vulpes)
and dogs. Severe flooding can effect
food supplies and inundate burrows,
and unattended and illegally set yabby
traps and nets cause many deaths. A

substantial number of Platypus also
die from litter including by-products of
recreational fishing, elastic bands etc.
Observing these majestic creatures is
most successful in the early morning
and late evening, when the water
surface is fairly calm. A diving point
may be indicated by an expanded
ring of ripples; they normally remain
under water for less than a minute
and pop up 10 to 20 metres away. The
path of a Platypus can sometimes be
indicated by a string of bubbles, as air
is squeezed from the fur or by a strong
bow wave created by their front feet
used for paddling.
You can help provide valuable
information related to the distribution
and status of Platypus by reporting
sightings to www.platypus.asn.au or
search on Facebook for the Australian
Platypus Conservancy page.
Andrew Scott - Bushcare Officer
Ref: http://w w w.plat ypus.asn.au/

“The canola fields are beautiful with
their golden flowers. We never see
that in Thailand.”
Witit Rapiong has volunteered on four
Boorowa planting trips.
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our patch
Steve Jarvis has lived on
Heathfield (a 500 hectare
property at Boorowa) all his life
and runs Merino sheep. He has
been involved with Landcare in
Boorowa since its inception in the
late 1980s.
Steve and his wife Lydia spoke
with Heather Mcleod (Boorowa
Landcare Coordinator) about how
they have taken environmental
responsibility for their patch.

Volunteers planting a tree line, Heathfield 2013

Steve Jarvis & son Pete, 2013

Steve: My father and grandfather
were woolgrowers and purchased
Heathfield in 1947. Lydia joined me on
the farm in 2009. We run Merino sheep
for wool and meat and on-sell some of
our stock to other producers.
Mum and I started revegetating
Heathfield with tube stock in the
1980s as the property had hardly any
trees left from over-clearing when the
Boorowa area was first settled. Later
(through Landcare) we planted tree
lots with direct seeding. (BCLG owns
a direct seeder and provides a service
to landholders.) About 50% of the
revegetation work done on Heathfield
has been self-funded, and the rest
through outside funding.
I initially joined Landcare because it
involved farmers taking an interest in
the environment from a community
perspective. The landscape was
dying so everybody started planting
trees. On-farm projects were
designed to reduce salinity and
increase biodiversity. Since then, I
have continued to take a considered

Tree line planting

environmental approach to managing
Heathfield.

others. Lydia: Steve says they can
plant a tree on top of him!

The farm is our business. We believe we
need to work with the environment to
be profitable and sustainable. We look
at the farm, business, environment and
lifestyle as a whole and follow holistic
management principles. This provides
many benefits for the soil, vegetation,
biodiversity and production. Tree lines
provide shelter for the stock which
improves their performance and our
profit margins.

To the city volunteers coming to
Boorowa, we would like to say
Welcome, and Thank You for your huge
efforts over the past 15 years. You
have really helped the revegetation of
the Boorowa area.

Our patch is a more pleasant place to
live and work as a result of all the tree
plantings, birds and wildlife. Steve:
When I am gone, I’d like Heathfield to
be viewed as an example to inspire

“The farm is our
business. We believe
we need to work with
the environment to
be profitable and
sustainable.”
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planted tree after tree knowing that it
wasn’t a lost cause, deep down praying
and hoping for a high percentage of
survival. Mick was also busy sowing
a few extras, the seeds of love hoping
that they would also take hold and
flourish.
Mick & Meena, Strathmore 2003.

The whole weekend, the hospitality
and experience of Boorowa and all the
charms of the country worked its magic
on Mick and me. Once back in Sydney,
the romance started and within six
months we moved in together and a
little over 12 months we moved to Woy
Woy and bought our first place.

In t he mid s t of Dr ough t – Lov e Blo s so m s
I arrived in Australia two weeks before
the Olympics and spent the next 12
months getting settled into my new
job, my new home and meeting new
people. Working in the advertising
industry was hard work, but also lots
of fun.
I decided that now that I was a bit more
settled, I should start doing some
volunteer work in Sydney. It was then I
came across the SES and North Sydney
Bushcare programs which I joined.
I completed my introductory Bushcare
course and joined the Brightmore
group. I then heard about the trip
to Boorowa and thought how nice it
would be to get out of the city for
the weekend, give something back
and help out the farmers. Boorowa

welcomed us with icy cold, dry and
windy weather. Gosh it was cold, but
once we started moving and planting
trees, the friendliness of the farmers
and their appreciation of our help and
looking back at the rows and rows
of trees planted, made me smile and
forget that I couldn’t feel my hands
and feet!
If someone had told me that
volunteering for a weekend of hard
yakka, planting trees, 400km from
the big smoke and with the first words
exchanged by Mick to me “What are
you so happy about?” would have
resulted in changing my life, I would
have laughed, but it did.
Boorowa provided a harsh, droughtstricken and cold climate, but we

I can’t promise everyone that by
volunteering to help the incredible
farmers of Boorowa that you will
find love, but I do promise that you
will have a great time and enjoy the
amazing hospitality of the country
and develop a long-lasting friendship
with the farmers. I have been going
back whenever I can over the past 13
years and have loved every minute
of it – Mick and I celebrated our 10
year wedding anniversary this year
and it will be 13 years since we met in
Boorowa.
For me Boorowa has been life changing
and holds a very special place in my
heart. It is such a wonderful place as
not only did I find my soul mate, the
love of my life, but it has also provided
me with some fantastic memories,
a new nickname – Paddy Meena and amazing friendships with Leanne
and Eric, Steve and Lydia and a never
ending supply of sheep poo!!
Meena Kelso – Bushcare Volunteer

A fine feast

BOOROWA
The food offered in Boorowa during
the trips that I have participated in may
have changed over the years, but the
hospitality and generosity has never
wavered. It gets better and better.

Saturday night dinner bonfire, 2009
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When I first joined the Boorowa
volunteer team in 2004, Friday lunch
and evenings (if you didn’t bring your
own) was a choice of the Court House
or Top Pub, milk bar, Chinese or one
of the local clubs. There’s now a café
for lunch (if you’re quick) and Friday
dinner for some is a home-cooked
meal with one/some of the many

Boorowa residents we’ve met over
the years, providing a fun catch-up
evening. The Pubs are also lots of fun
where volunteers can reminisce about
the day’s activities and catch up to get
to know the team better and meet the
locals.
Morning and afternoon teas are always
a treat from scones, jam and cream to
the sensational home-baked cakes,
slices and biscuits provided by the
landowners. All would have to be CWA
award-winning entries (Master Chef,
eat your heart out!). I’m not generally a
cake/biscuit eater, but always change
my tune for the Boorowa weekends.
Lunches have been a variety of gourmet
sandwiches, salads and sausage
sizzles. For the past few years the
Saturday celebratory dinner has been
an amazing under the stars bonfire
dinner, usually in one of Geoff and
Sharman Darnell’s paddocks. Again,
food/wine generously supplied by
locals. If the evening is too inclement
and/or wood too soggy, the location
is changed to a warmer and drier
shearing shed. For a couple of years,

the volunteers were also treated to
a bottle of ’Superb’ red supplied by
one of the then participating local
wineries.
Locally made fruit cakes, jams and
chutneys are available for purchase
from the Court House shop which
opens earlier on a Sunday morning for
volunteers. The bus often stops on the
way out of town if volunteers haven’t
trekked up the road and want a pot or
two of honey from the Honey shop.
When the ’girls‘ are in top laying mode,
volunteers have also been able to
share in dozens of fresh farm eggs
donated from much-loved Leanne and
Erik Leihn at ‘Little Forest’.

speci a l t h a nks
Special thanks must go to the
publicans
(Old
Courthouse
Hotel, Boorowa Hotel, The Ram
& Stallion) and other business
owners in Boorowa who have
supported
this
urban/rural
partnership project since the very
beginning with special pricing,
generous donations and ‘bendover-backwards’
assistance
whenever it has been needed. We
are truly grateful to you!

If there’s room in the trailer, some
North Sydney flower and veggie
gardens have also benefited at times
with sheep poo from Steve and Lydia
Jarvis’ sheds.
Brenda Park – Bushcare Volunteer

Communi t y- based
moni tor ing for t he Super b
Pa r r ot ( Polytelis swainsonii )
The Office of Environment and
Heritage and the Australian National
University are working with the
community, including landholders and
residents of the Boorowa Township,
on a monitoring program to collect
important population and distribution
information that will contribute to the
Superb Parrot’s conservation and
management.
Every spring our community surveyors
are asked to spend at least one
morning between late September
and late November counting Superb
Parrots at sites of their choice, or
sites that can be provided for them,
on both private and public land. Our
landholder members count birds
on their own properties. There are
certainly opportunities for the North
Sydney Council Bushcare tree planting
members to conduct some Superb

Parrot counts at their
planting sites this
coming Spring!
The survey involves
counting the number of birds seen
over a 1km transect, over one hour,
recording GPS location and other
data such as weather and the time of
day. The ANU uses the data for their
long-term research into Superb Parrot
movements and population changes.
Other agencies use the information
to ensure their decisions take into
account impacts on the Superb Parrot.
Currently survey results are recorded
on a paper data sheet. However, OEH
is working on a project to enable
the information to be collected via a
Smartphone App.
An App like this would help us to share
our sightings and information with

Superb Parrot © David and Glynis Ingram

each other. We hope it will support
a network of people who connect
through their interest and passion for
this spectacular bird. For those people
without Smartphones, data sheets
will still be used and sent to OEH for
compilation.
If you would like more information
about future Superb Parrot surveys
email damon.oliver@environment.
nsw.gov.au
Damon Oliver - Senior Team Leader,
Ecosystems and Threatened Species,
South East Region, Office of
Environment and Heritage

w w w.nor t hs ydney.ns w.gov.au/ bushc are | Sp r ing 2014 Is sue 2 3

9

t he y a r e
be au t if ul people

the end of the day. The local rugby
team were celebrating a victory, and
they were excited. When we walked
in they looked at me – I am very small
and the rugby forwards were very big.
We all laughed at the difference in
size, and one of them picked me up. I
knew they were nice people and we all
had fun together.

Tonny Supanat Dangbua,
originally from Thailand,
has volunteered on Boorowa
planting trips for a number
of years. He spoke with John
Brewer about his experiences.
I have been on the Boorowa trip five
times.
I like the experience of going to
Boorowa – especially meeting the
people. We see the lifestyle in the
country, the plants, the animals both
farm animals and wild animals. Last
year we saw a big mob of kangaroos.
I also enjoy the morning tea, lunch
and afternoon tea on the farms. The
campfire and dinner on Saturday night
is great.

(L to R) Witit, Supanat, Kyu and Takumi river
bank planting, 2009

Once we saw the sheep running and
the sheep dogs working. We stayed at
the Ram and Stallion Hotel, which was
an old style pub. You don’t see that
sort of pub in Sydney. Asian people are
not common down there. Sometimes
people look at us when we walk into
the pub in the evening.
One night we went to the Top Pub at

One year at the big Saturday night
dinner a guy gave us all bottles of
wines for each of our tables. They
were lovely wines. On the way home
we called in at his winery to see him
again and bought a few bottles to take
home.
I want to volunteer because it makes
me feel good. The local people are very
welcoming. Some years the Boorowa
Mayor comes to dinner on Saturday
night with us all and the farmers as
well. When there are speeches they say
nice things and are very appreciative of
our efforts. They are beautiful people
down in Boorowa.

A li t t le Bi t
abou t US
community awareness, community
involvement/
engagement
are
important themes for our group.

Landcare has had strong support from
the Boorowa community since the late
1980s with up to nine Landcare groups
in the Boorowa River Catchment.
These farmer-based groups focused
primarily on the issue of dry land
salinity, through programs such as
Salt Shaker and Salt Watch, mapping
and monitoring ground water, planting
trees and perennial pastures and
remediating saline farmland.
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producers - farmers and graziers.
Local farmers produce wheat, oats and
canola. Hay is made in good seasons.
Graziers run livestock such as beef
cattle and sheep for meat and wool. An
increasing number of our members are
rural residents on lifestyle blocks and
a few live in the town.

Two local groups remain active today:
Boorowa Community Landcare Group
(BCLG) and Hovell’s Creek Landcare
Group (HCLG).

Our catchment has been extensively
cleared with about 8% remaining
under woodland or forest cover.
Clearing for agriculture has led to dry
land salinity, soil erosion and loss of
habitat. The habitat that remains is
often fragmented and of poor quality.

Most of our members are primary

Revegetation,

education
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and

Through long-term involvement in
Landcare, a wealth of knowledge is
present in our community and we
are fortunate to have access to many
valuable Landcare mentors. As with
all communities, there are others who
are slower to take up the Landcare
message.
We work closely with Greening
Australia, Local Land Services, The
Office of Environment and Heritage,
Southern Slopes Noxious Weeds
Authority, Boorowa Council, our local
schools and the Rural Fire Service.
The Building Bridges to Boorowa
Program has complemented a variety
of different revegetation projects over
the years. These projects may have
different aims, i.e. to provide stock
shelter, address dry land salinity and
or erosion. Some are riparian projects,
revegetating creeks and gully lines,
which will eventually improve water
quality. All create habitat for local

wildlife including the Superb Parrot
and improve habitat connectivity
across the landscape.
Landholders may be lucky and
obtain funding from various sources,
towards the cost of their projects.
Some projects are entirely selffunded. Landholders carry out site
preparation i.e. fencing, ripping and
spraying. This is time consuming and
expensive. (e.g. fencing materials
alone can cost $4,000-$5,000/km)
Having volunteers to plant the trees

is greatly appreciated. What a group
of North Sydney Bushcare volunteers
can achieve in a weekend would take
landholders up to a month. Timing is
important too. By the time landholders
are able to plant the same number of
trees, seasonal conditions may not be
ideal.

years. BCLG is very grateful for the
work done by NSBG to help improve
our local environment. We look forward
to your visit each year.
Heather McLeod – BCLG Landcare Coordinator

NSBG volunteers are hardy, selfsufficient and hardworking. They have
braved all weather conditions. They
are great company and many lasting
friendships have developed over the

If i t looks good, i t ’s got to be good

we don’t seem to have the problems
anymore, although we haven’t had
those types of seasons for the past 10
to 12 years so it is difficult to tell. We
don’t have the areas of salt scald that
we had 25 years ago, that’s for sure.
I find that planting habitat for animals
especially the Superb Parrot or plant
and animal biodiversity is a plus. I try
to follow the ideas of species diversity
and linking interconnecting tree lines
to create habitat corridors.

Tim McGrath
over seeing
fence line
planting, 2013

Tim McGrath has lived in
Boorowa all his life and runs
a 1200 hectare property –
Hopefield – with his wife
Bernie. They spoke with Leanne
Leihn about the benefits of
revegetation.
Hopefield has been in my family for
seven generations. We produce sheep
meat and wool, beef cattle, canola,
wheat, oats and triticale*.
I first got interested in revegetating
our property when I came home from
school. I got tangled up with David
Marsh, a grazier from near Boorowa,
a long-standing board member of
the Lachlan Catchment Management
Authority and a Landcare member.
Landcare was just starting off and that
got me motivated.
Early in the Landcare days I went down
to Potter Farms in Victoria. That blew
me away on what you could do and
how you could do it from nowhere, I

became motivated and this has been
my driver ever since. As a result, I’ve
been involved with Landcare since
1989. I could see that my father, grand
father and great grandfather’s farming
methods were probably not the way
to go.
The benefits that we obtain from
revegetation on our property are
shelter for stock, less run off and
erosion, less salinity, less acid
issues, less water logging, better
trafficability (so we are better able
to get around the farm), increased
biodiversity and a significant increase
in wildlife, particularly birds. Some
disadvantages are less water runoff
for livestock and a significant increase
in feral animals, particularly foxes.
Our property now has very few issues
with salinity or erosion. It used to
be quite bad with erosion problems,
however, we only have a few waterways
not fenced off now. Planting trees in
the low lying areas means they have
cleared up the salinity issues and

The North Sydney volunteers have
visited our property six or seven times.
Sometimes they came to plant, and
at other times they came to look at
previous plantings.
Farming these days takes up a lot
of your time. The volunteers’ support
allows the farmer to get the job done
in a few hours, otherwise it would take
days if not weeks and we probably
wouldn’t get to plant the trees at all.
The Boorowa planting trips provide
the volunteers with a good idea of
what farmers do and why we do it the whole kit and caboodle. We are
probably preaching to the converted as
these volunteers are already engaged
with Bushcare and interested in tree
planting anyway. It’s great that they
are interested. We enjoy talking to the
ones who return over the numerous
years and appreciate that there are
people willing to help out. And we can
provide fresh air and an insight into
how the other half live.
To the city volunteers coming to
Boorowa I would say thank you very
much and please keep coming. We
couldn’t do it without you.
*Triticale is a hybrid of wheat and rye
that combines the grain quality of wheat
with the disease and environmental
tolerance of rye)

w w w.nor t hs ydney.ns w.gov.au/ bushc are | Sp r ing 2014 Is sue 2 3

11

Sou t her n
Pygm y Per ch in
B oor owa

R ed Hil l R eser v e

Boorowa is one of only three
places in NSW where you will
find the Southern Pygmy Perch
(Nannoperca australis). Luke
Pearce – Regional Assessment
Officer South, Aquatic Habitat
Protection, NSW Department of
Primary Industries writes about the
importance of this local fish.
The Southern Pygmy Perch is a smallbodied fish which can grow up to
80–90mm but is usually about 65
mm in length. The species was once
widespread throughout the southern
Murray–Darling Basin, including the
Lachlan and Boorowa River systems,
and appeared to decline rather
dramatically after the late 1970s.
As of 2009, just three remnant
populations remained in NSW,
the single Lachlan Catchment or
Blakney Creek population which
was discovered in 2002 and two
in the Murray Catchment. A fourth
translocated population was created in
2007 when Pudman Creek, a tributary
of the Boorowa River, was stocked with
379 Southern Pygmy Perch using fish
bred from the neighbouring Blakney
Creek population. There are currently
two stocking sites (within 1.5km of
each other) in Pudman Creek.
Surveys undertaken by the NSW
Department of Primary Industries since
2006 indicate the Southern Pygmy
Perch population has been under
increasing threat from redfin and alien
species, which were discovered in the
system in 2005.
Studying the Southern Pygmy Perch, 2007

Above two: Installing Bird
Boxes for Superb Parrots
Top left: Red Hill Reserve
Left: Arial Photograph of
Red Hill Reserve,
Google Maps 2014

Red Hill Reserve is a Box-Gum Woodland remnant, dominated by White Box
(Eucalyptus bridgesiana), Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) and Blakely’s Red
Gum (Eucalyptus blakelyi) with a species-rich understorey of native tussock
grasses, herbs and scattered shrubs. The reserve is located on the eastern
edge of town. This is an endangered ecological community listed under the NSW
Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995 and is considered as a critically
endangered ecological community under the Australian Government’s EPBC Act,
1999. This Box-Gum Woodland remnant is a representative sample of the kind of
woodland that once covered very large areas within the region.
The Red Hill Reserve Management Plan 2011 was developed by the Department
of Primary Industries in consultation with a group of Boorowa residents interested
in the preservation of this bushland for its conservation and biodiversity values
and habitat for the Superb Parrot. It was also supported by Boorowa Community
Landcare Group and Local Land Services. Some proposed actions outlined in this
document include noxious weed control, the installation of bird boxes for the
Superb Parrot and the development of an education centre.
Last year, Boorowa Council rezoned this area from a grazing lease to a Conservation
Reserve and a Section 355 Committee of Council was recently named to manage
the reserve on behalf of the community.
Red Hill is the only reserve containing Box-Gum Woodland in Boorowa. It is a
relatively large area (a town block) that is species rich and provides a variety of
habitats for different animals. It is valuable natural asset for Boorowa, located
between the intersections of Pudman St and Ford St and Pudman St and Long St.
References: Red Hill Reserve, Boorowa Management Plan 2011 - 2016

65mm
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I just love these birds
John Brewer interviews Pat Thompson

Superb Parrot Breeder Pat Thompson has been
interested in the Superb Parrot for more than
40 years. He spoke with John Brewer about these
‘magical’ creatures.
Forty or 50 years ago, every household had one as a pet.
They have a personality all of their own. Some Superb
Parrots can talk their heads off, but others can be quiet.
They all talk to you in their own way. I had one that used to
perch near our back door and every time I went outside it
would say ‘What are you doing?’
The parrots come here to Boorowa/Cowra/Young about the
Spring equinox, around the long weekend in October. They
hang around for a month or so, they pair up, and nest for
around five weeks. The young spend around five weeks
fledging and then the birds all congregate. The second week
in January, they’re all gone. They move to the north-west.
They end up around the Namoi country, around Coonamble
and the back of Dubbo or Moree. There were lots in the
1960s, but the numbers have drastically reduced over the
last 30 years. Wheat came into vogue amongst the farmers
in the late ‘60s, land around Boorowa was cleared and
things changed. The parrot numbers fell away. The clearing
associated with wheat production was all detrimental for
the Superb Parrot. They’re in a bit of trouble.
I believe there are only three migratory parrots in Australia.
The Superb Parrot is one. The Landcare plantings of wattles
have been good for the Superb Parrot. But nesting sites
are needed too. The Superb Parrot has to compete with
Starlings, Cockatoos, and Galahs for the nesting sites. Old
trees are cut down and the parrots lose their nesting sites.
We’ve got the North Sydney bird boxes but I’m not sure how
well they are working. We need to plant trees and wait 30 to
100 years before the holes form with broken, rotted stuff in
the bottom for the birds to like them and nest in them.
There is no special method of breeding the Superb Parrot. I
put them in the aviary with good nesting logs gathered from
cut-down trees and some nesting boxes. They have a good
diet here, lots of greens. They mate up and lay their eggs in
the boxes. The Superb Parrot is not flighty. They have their
own quiet personality. They are well named – the Superb
Parrot. Some people criticise me for having them in an
aviary, but if I didn’t have them I wouldn’t have learned what
I know. I can observe them closely in the aviary. We need to
know more about their lives.

Young
Superb Parrot

Bird boxes were installed in conjunction with tree planting - 2003

Pat Thompson
speaks with
volunteers - 2008

Cody Sheridan
with Superb
Parrot - 2008

w w w.nor t hs ydney.ns w.gov.au/ bushc are | Sp r ing 2014 Is sue 2 3

13

Hawk Hill vista, Mason

Heather McLeod spoke with
Elizabeth and Peter Mason
about their property – Hawk Hill.
Hawk Hill covers 874.59ha. Peter’s
family have been farming at Hawk Hill
for two generations dating back to
1932. They have also previously leased
land on adjoining properties Tarengo
and Hughstonia. Many cross property
plantings have been completed. Peter
has been farming here on our property
in Boorowa since 1970.
Currently we produce beef cattle on
mostly ‘improved pastures’. Wheat
is used as a cover crop for pasture
establishment. Previously we had been
heavily involved in ‘farming’, producing
oats, wheat, lupins and canola. We have
also had sheep in the past, producing
meat and wool.
We started with revegetation of our
property by planting trees around the
house, over 30 years ago. Unfortunately
the first plantings were 100% failure,
due to lack of experience. We were
approached by NSW Forestry and
undertook some of the original trials
in NSW. We were then involved in a
state funded ‘Rivercare Project’ and
‘Salt Shaker’ projects from the early
80s. We have had an ongoing annual
revegetation program and have only
missed planting in one year, due to a
drought.
We became involved with Landcare
because we were concerned about
eucalyptus ‘die back’ and dry land
salinity. We wanted to help the
community to source funding to help
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address these issues and we wanted
to learn how to deal with the issues on
local properties.
We have a passion for revegetation
and land restoration. The single most
important thing to us about plantings on
our property is repairing the landscape.
We want to restore Hawk Hill to 15%
native vegetation, including trees and
shrubs and other plants.
We are happy to plant for animal habitat
especially birds. We always leave dead
trees for nesting sites
Hawk Hill originally had problems with
both salinity and erosion. Salinity
measurements had been taken on the
property. Recharge and discharge areas
were mapped. This helped us work out
how to address the issues. Salinity is
now no longer a problem and many of
the scars of erosion have healed over.
We planned the plantings to replace
vegetation lost through earlier clearing
and die back, to provide stock shelter
(increase lamb survival), lower the water
table, restore degraded land, and to
protect low lying areas and waterways.
Often, if a fence needs to be replaced,
we build a new one further away, plant
trees in between and then replace
the old fence too. Now we are linking
earlier plantings, creating connectivity
between the plantings. Birds can be
seen using the tree lanes as a route to
cross the landscape.
The plantings over the years have
greatly improved our property. Some
revegetated sites are now being used
by the CSIRO to measure growth rates,
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litter levels and so on.
In 2013 we were very proud to receive
the ‘Boorowa Community Landcare
Group Australia Day Award’.
The
award
was
presented:
‘In recognition of your work as local
Landcare pioneers and commitment to
on farm revegetation.’
The majority of our revegetation projects
have been carried out using our own
resources, unfunded by government
agencies. Elizabeth has propagated
most of her own trees and shrubs from
seed collected locally on the property.
We have created an extensive network
of tree plantings that criss-cross
Hawkhill, and link up with plantings on
adjoining properties.
The North Sydney volunteers have
planted on our property three times.
Once they were visiting an erosion site
that Elizabeth had planted out in around
2009. A North Sydney Bushcare Group
Subaru 4WD got bogged, and Elizabeth
had to pull it out with the tractor. And
there was one very cold day back in
around 2003. The volunteers were not
prepared for the weather conditions.
We lent out every warm farm coat, hat,
jacket, and warm item of clothing that
we had to the grateful volunteers.
The Boorowa planting trips have not
really changed our attitudes about city
people. We are happy that city people
are interested in coming out and seeing
what farmers do.

Pr ojec t s a nd Pl an t s for Nor t h
Sydne y Bushcare Ac t ivi t ies
Over the past twenty years, Greening
Australia (GA) and Boorowa Community
Landcare Group (BCLG) have enjoyed a
strong partnership, jointly delivering
countless environmental projects in
the Boorowa region. These are making
a difference to landscape productivity
by addressing salinity, loss of
biodiversity, poor water quality and
farm sustainability.
Projects include Saltshaker (salinity
abatement), Superb Parrot Project
(habitat reconstruction), GreenGrid
(farm sustainability) and Boorowa
River Recovery (water quality and
biodiversity). Landholders are able to
access incentives for materials such
as fencing, tube stock, direct seeding,
alternative stock water (when rivers
are fenced from stock), in order to
undertake site specific projects on
their farm to help address broader
landscape scale issues. Greening
Australia grows tube stock for projects,
but does not operate as a commercial
nursery. Farmers can choose to
obtain tube stock from GA or other
suppliers if available in their area.
The GA nursery located in Canberra

grows approximately 100,000 plants
per year, of which around 20,000 go to
the Boorowa region projects.
Seed for plants is collected in a variety
of ways – volunteer GA seed squads,
commercial contractors, trained
landholders, and seed orchards on
private lands. All seed is identified to
a local provenance (or area) and tube
stock grown is identified as being from
the area the seed is collected. The
size of a given provenance varies with
climate and species’ natural range.
The species chosen for any given site is
specific and matched to the vegetation
of the local area. For example the
Boorowa area has a mixture of Grassy
Box woodland, dry sclerophyll forest,
riparian zone vegetation and native
grasslands (much of which is now
degraded). Species are matched to
the broader vegetation type of the
area as a starting point, and then to
the site itself (based on any existing
vegetation in the area). A mixture of
trees, shrubs and grasses are chosen.

be submitted to GA who will generally
drop the plants off to the assigned
properties a few days before. The
landholders then keep them watered
and transport them out to the site,
and once planted are responsible
for the maintenance of the plantings
(including replanting and control of
pest animals). Ongoing relationships
between landholders and BCLG ensure
long-term success and offer a point
of contact if advice or assistance is
required longer term.
North Sydney Bushcare has a fantastic
reputation within the Boorowa
community and landholders very much
appreciate the help that they provide.
Planting large sites can be a massive
task when faced by one or two people
and can take weeks, but with the extra
help can be finished in less than a day!
Lori Gould – Greening Australia
Capital Region

When the North Sydney Bushcare
weekend gets closer, a plant order will
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Calendar & Green events Reminder
sep t e m b er
12-14 Boorowa 15th anniversary planting trip and celebration |
Friday to Sunday
Bushcare Adventures – School Holiday Activities
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100
unless otherwise indicated
23 Under the Sea | Tuesday 10am-11am
24 Insektus | Wednesday 10am-11.30am
24 Marvellour Middens | Wednesday 10am-12pm
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583
25 Wildlife Sculptures | Thursday 10am-12pm
25 Spot Lighting Walk | Thursday 6.30pm-8.30pm
25 Fauna Presentation & Petting Zoo | Thursday 11am-1pm
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583
29 Wildlife Stencil Making | Monday 10am-12pm

o c tob er

4
8
9

nov e m ber
9

Introduction to Wildlife Watch | Sunday 9am-12pm |
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100
20 Burrowing Bandicoots - Presentation | Thursday 6.30pm-7.30pm |
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583
29 Living with Snakes | Saturday 9.30am-2pm| Bookings essential:
liz.powell@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or 9777 7871

dece m ber
6

Seed Collection Field Trip | Saturday 9am-12pm |
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583

7

Bushcare Adventures – School Holiday Activities cont.
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100
unless otherwise indicated
1 Something Wild Show | Wednesday 10am-11am
2 Mini Beasts in Your Compost | Thursday 10am-11am
2

11 Wildlife Watch Walk & Talk | Saturday 7.30am-10.30am |
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100
15 Living with Termites | Wednesday 6.30pm-7.30pm |
Venue: Ros Crichton Pavilion, North Sydney Council Chambers
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100

Bushcare Christmas Party | Sunday | Enquiries: Bushcare Officer on
9936 8100
11 Biological Interdependency - Presentation | Thursday 6.30pm-7.30pm|
Bookings: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583

Bush Craft Workshop | Thursday 10am-12pm
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583
Growing Plants from Cuttings | Saturday 10am-12pm
Book online: www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents or 9911 3583
EEC Bus Tour | Wednesday 9am-1pm | RSVP: 4 September |
Bookings essential: stuart.hall@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or 9777 7942
PlantBank Tour | Thursday 8am-2pm | Bushcare Volunteers Free |
Book online: www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/greenevents or 9936 8100

Did you know North Sydney Council Bushcare has a
Facebook page? Like us at www.facebook.com/bushcare

Sign up to Twitter to follow Envirotube ( @envirotube ) to be
informed of interesting environmental education videos at
Envirotube’s Youtube channel http://envirotube.org.au/

For more information or to make a booking for any of these workshops or special events please contact the Bushcare Officer on 9936 8258.
Printed on 100% recycled, 75% post consumer and 25% pre consumer waste.
Gratitude to all our contributors who take the time to put ideas and research into words so we can learn. Thank you.
Would you like the newsletter emailed to you instead? www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/subscribe
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