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1.   Introduction
1.1.   Background
North Sydney Council engaged Gallagher Studio to develop a low intervention Masterplan for St
Leonards Park in North Sydney. St Leonards Park is one of North Sydney's largest and best-loved parks.
It has a distinctive Victorian landscape character and is rich in history and heritage. The Park is a great
place to play, relax and socialise, and it contains the premier sportsground, North Sydney Oval. The
Masterplan offers an opportunity to develop a comprehensive plan that can achieve a balance of uses
while protecting, preserving and enhancing the park’s heritage values.

1.2.   Purpose
This purpose of this report is to provide the outcomes of consultation to inform Stage 1 of the
development of the St Leonards Park Masterplan.
Stage 1 of the development of the St Leonards Park Masterplan focuses on research and analysis
including a detailed site survey, site inspections to map existing elements and features, utilisation audit,
and community consultation. The purpose of Stage 1 consultation is “Information Gathering” to
understand how the park is currently used and valued and ideas for improvement.
There will be further consultation during Stage 2 of the Masterplan process, as concept options are
developed for St Leonards Park and when the draft Landscape Masterplan for St Leonards Park goes on
general public exhibition.

1.3.   Stage 1 consultation completed
As shown in Table 1, a range of consultation activities were completed. Overall, more than 480 local
residents and stakeholders participated in Stage 1 consultation activities.
Engagement opportunities were promoted as follows:
§  

Dedicated project page on Council’s Have Your Say website,

§  

Email/phone interview to known stakeholders,

§  

Posters promoting the survey displayed at 21 locations in St Leonards Park,

§  

Information in Council’s corporate advertisement in the Mosman Daily,

§  

Information sent to all Precincts, and

§  

Information in Council’s e-newsletter, Facebook and Twitter.
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Table 1 Community engagement activities completed
Consultation Completed

Timeframe

Description

Online and intercept
survey

19 August 2016 to
3 February 2017

457 surveys were completed.
Survey was available online with link from
Council’s website.
Intercept surveys were conducted onsite at St
Leonards Park, and offsite during the Northside
Markets and Twilight Food Fair (Civic Park)
§  

St Leonards Park, 29/08/16, 30/08/16,
03/09/16, 15/12/16

§  

Twilight Food Fair (Civic Park), 16/12/16

§  

Big Bash St Leonards Park, 20/01/17

§  

Northside Markets (Civic Park), 21/01/17

§  

Twilight Food Fair (Civic Park), 27/01/17.

Council staff workshop

25 July 2016

11 Council staff attended the workshop.

Stakeholder interviews

19 August 2016 to
16 September
2016

32 known stakeholders were contacted including:
§  

1 RSL

§  

3 child care/OSHC centres

§  

1 community centre

§  

2 youth centres

§  

6 community groups and residents

§  

9 sporting groups

§  

1 bowling club and restaurant

§  

7 schools, and

§  

2 state government agencies.

24 stakeholder interviews were completed.
Submissions

19 August 2016 to
3 February 2017

6 written submissions were received from
sporting groups and community members.
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2.   Summary of key findings
This section provides a summary of the common themes and findings across all consultation delivered as
part of Stage 1 consultation to inform the St Leonards Park Masterplan. This includes a summary of all
findings from:
§  

Survey,

§  

Staff workshop,

§  

Stakeholder interviews, and

§  

Submissions.

2.1.   Use of St Leonards Park
St Leonards Park is well-used and well-loved by a diverse range of people who participate in a range of
passive and active activities.
When is the park used?
Survey outcomes indicated that the park is used at all times of day but particularly:
§  

Afternoon between 3-6pm (62.5% of respondents),

§  

Daytime between 12-3pm (42.8%), and

§  

Morning between 9am to 12pm (42.1%).

The majority of survey respondents indicated they use the park at least weekly (39.8%) or daily (33.2%).
Why do people use the park?
St Leonards Park is highly utilised for a range of recreational uses. The survey indicated that the five main
reasons people currently use St Leonards Park are:
§  

Walking (56.8%)

§  

Relaxation (41.6%)

§  

Bringing children to play (39.8%)

§  

Walking the dog (27.1%), and

§  

Meeting friends (22.6%).

Stakeholder interviews also indicated that the park is used regularly for informal and formal sports
training by schools and local groups, exercise classes and events. There was also feedback that some
spaces are underutilised, particularly: the area along Falcon Street due to noise impacts from the freeway;
and, the area along Ridge St due to the dense tree canopy, shade and lack of grass.
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What people value most about the park
The value that the park holds to the community, and the most important features of the park, were
consistent across surveys, stakeholder interviews and the staff workshop. The five most valued features
identified through the survey related to access to green open spaces and places for informal recreational
activities. In order, the most valued features of the park were:
§  

Green open space (59.4%), particularly the space behind the Greens (3.9%),

§  

Trees and greenery (31.7%),

§  

Peace and quiet, an oasis in the city (14.8%),

§  

Dog friendliness (11.2%),

§  

Playground (12.6%),

“I love the scale, the open space, the great trees, the fantastic green lawns, the community spirit and the
chance for friends and family to come together.”
“Open green spaces - many different areas which can be used by many people at the same time for
different activities”
Elements of this were reflected in the staff workshop which identified the scenic quality, trees, quiet
retreat from high density living, social hub, size, and amenity for workers as key values. Additional values
identified in the staff workshop were flat open spaces for sports, heritage layout, war memorial, the music
hub and habitat.
Stakeholders identified similar values including the heritage value and War Memorial, social spaces,
playground and flat open spaces/sportsfields. The most important value for stakeholders was the open
area (6 stakeholders) and that it supports a range of users and activities, and brings different groups
together (5 stakeholders).

2.2.   People who do not visit the park
Only 2.8% of survey respondents had never visited St Leonards Park. These people completed the survey
through intercept surveys (not online). St Leonards Park is well known even by those who have never
visited the park. The key main reason that people did not use St Leonards Park was that it is not near
where they live (70% of people who had never visited the park).
People who have never visited St Leonards Park would be encouraged to visit if there were:
§  

More events in the park (50%),

§  

Kiosk/café (41.7%),

§  

Upgraded toilets (33.3%), or

§  

New gardens (33.3%).
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2.3.   Issues and ideas for improvement
The key issues and ideas for improvement identified across all consultation types included:
§  

Retaining and improving open space grassed areas for relaxation. The green open spaces were by far
the most valued feature of the park in the survey, valued by around 60% of survey respondents.

§  

Upgrades to park amenity including lighting, walking paths, seating and tables, toilets, and water
fountains. Each of these elements was rated by between 47% and 61% of survey respondents as very
important or extremely important, and also suggested in stakeholder interviews and the staff
workshop. BBQs (16 survey comments) and dog poo bins and bags (7 survey comments) were also
suggested in survey comments and stakeholder interviews.

§  

Addressing cycling in the park to prevent conflict between commuter cyclists and pedestrians.
Around 10% of survey respondents highlighted this as an issue or need for improvement, as did two
stakeholders and the staff workshop.

§  

Upgrades to the open space areas to reduce conflict between different user groups including
sporting groups, school groups, exercise groups, dog walkers and passive recreation activities.
Around 10% of survey respondents highlighted this as an issue or need for improvement and five of
the stakeholder interviews.

§  

Improved sports facilities including a longer cricket net run up, resurfacing of the netball/basketball
courts, more basketball courts, lighting at the courts, and a turf practice wicket for first grade fixtures.
Around 10% of survey respondents commented that these improvements were their key issue in the
park.

§  

Improved spaces for children and young people to play including upgrading the playground, adding
a fence, recreational cycling paths for children and providing a recreational space for older children
and young people. Around 30% of survey respondents thought that both adventure play for young
children, and providing a recreation space for older children and young people were extremely
important. 10% of survey respondents commented that upgrading the playground was a key issue for
them.

§  

Improve pedestrian safety on Fig Tree Lane and the driveway to the North Sydney Bowling Club/The
Greens, as identified in two stakeholder interviews and the staff workshop.

§  

Resolve drainage issues as identified in two stakeholder interviews including flooding near the
amphitheatre and drainage along Ridge St under the fig trees.

Habitat for native birds and animals, and the historical artefacts and heritage, were also important features
of the park to be enhanced and retained. Over half of survey respondents (55%) rated the historical
artefacts as extremely important, and 42% rated habitat as extremely important.
See Appendix 2 for a more detailed summary of common issues and ideas for improvement for St
Leonards Park.
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3.   Survey outcomes
This section provides the outcomes of the online and intercept survey.

3.1.   Background
The survey was available online on Council’s website from 19 August 2016 to 16 September 2016 and
then from 13 October 2016 to 27 January 2017. Promotion included a dedicated project page on
Council’s Have Your Say website, an email sent to known stakeholders, phone call to known stakeholders,
posters displayed at 21 locations in the park, and information in Council’s corporate advertisement in the
Mosman Daily, information sent to all Precincts and presentation at some Precincts, information in
Council’s e-newsletter, and on Council’s Facebook and Twitter. Intercept surveys were conducted onsite
at St Leonards Park, and offsite at Northside Markets and Twilight Food Fair (Civic Place) on the following
dates:
§  

St Leonards Park, 29/08/16, 30/08/16, 03/09/16, 15/12/16,

§  

Twilight Food Fair, 16/12/16,

§  

Big Bash St Leonards Park, 20/01/17,

§  

Northside Markets, 21/01/17, and

§  

Twilight Food Fair, 27/01/17.

457 surveys were completed either fully or partially.

3.2.   Respondent profile
Residents
84.1% of respondents live in the North Sydney LGA. The most common suburbs were:
§  

North Sydney (27.1%),

§  

Neutral Bay (15.7%),

§  

Crows Nest (12.8%), and

§  

Cammeray (12.8%).
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Which suburb do you live in?

Waverton
5%

Wollstonecraft
10%

Cammeray
13%
Cremorne
6%

St Leonards (part)
2%

Cremorne Point
2%

Kirribilli
1%

Crows Nest
13%
North Sydney
27%

Kurraba Point
1%

Neutral Bay
16%

Milsons Point
1%

McMahons Point
3%

Lavender Bay
0%

Workers
30.8% of respondents work in the North Sydney LGA. Of these, 59.9% work in North Sydney.
Which suburb do you work in?
Waverton
2%

Wollstonecraft
7%

Cammeray
5%

Cremorne
3%

Cremorne Point
1%

Crows Nest
7%
Kirribilli
2%

St Leonards (part)
5%
Kurraba Point
1%
Lavender Bay
1%

McMahons Point
1%
Neutral Bay
4%

Milsons Point
1%

North Sydney
60%
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Age
The largest group of respondents was 35 to 44 year olds (32.1%), followed by 45 to 54 year olds (20.8%).
What is your age?
75 and older
4%
65 to 74
11%

17 or younger
2%

18 to 24
2%
25 to 34
17%

55 to 64
11%

45 to 54
21%

35 to 44
32%

Gender
§  

51.2% of respondents were female,

§  

46.4% of respondents were male, and

§  

2.4% of respondents preferred not to answer.

3.3.   Have you ever visited St Leonards Park?
Only 2.8% of respondents had never visited St Leonards Park.
The majority of people who had never visited St Leonards Park had heard of it before (92.3%), and knew
exactly where it is located (76.9%).
Of the facilities in St Leonards Park, people who had never visited the park knew about:
§  

North Sydney Oval (58.3%),

§  

North Sydney Bowling Club (50%),

§  

Walking paths (50%),

§  

The Greens (41.7%),

§  

War Memorial (41.7%),

§  

Playground (41.7%), and

§  

Toilets (41.7%).

The main reason that people didn’t use St Leonards Park was that it is not near where they live (70%).
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People who have never visited St Leonards Park would be encouraged to visit if there was:
§  

More events in the park (50%),

§  

Kiosk/café (41.7%),

§  

Upgraded toilets (33.3%), or

§  

New gardens (33.3%).

3.4.   What are the main reasons you currently use St Leonards Park?
The main reasons people currently use St Leonards Park are:
§  

Walking (56.8%),

§  

Relaxation (41.6%),

§  

Bringing children to play (39.8%),

§  

Walking the dog (27.1%), and

§  

Meeting friends (22.6%).

16.5% of respondents also selected “other” as the main reason for using St Leonards Park. Of these other
uses, the most predominant included visiting The Greens (8 people), passing through (6 people), birds
and nature (5 people) and other cycling e.g. cycling to the shops or to take children to childcare (5
people).
What are the main reasons you currently use St Leonards Park?
60
50

%

40
30
20
10
0
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3.5.   How often do you use the park?
The majority of survey respondents use the park at least weekly (39.8%) or daily (33.2%)
How often do you use the park?
Rarely Never
1%
5%
Yearly
5%
Daily
33%

Monthly
16%

Weekly
40%

3.6.   What times of day?
The park is used at all times of day but particularly in the afternoon 3-6pm (62.5% of respondents),
followed by day 12-3pm (42.8%) and morning 9am to 12pm (42.1%).
What times of day do you use St Leonards Park?
70
60

%

50
40
30
20
10
0
Early morning (5am
to 9am)

Morning (9am to
12pm)

Day (12pm to 3pm) Afternoon (3pm to
6pm)

Night (6pm
onwards)

3.7.   Do you attend events in the park?
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Slightly more respondents do not attend events in the park (52.3%) compared to those who attend
events (47.7%).
Do you attend events in the park?

Yes
48%

No
52%

People said that they attended music events such as Spring into Jazz, sporting festivals such as
Spring Cycle, sports games, school events, the food festival, New Year’s Eve fireworks, outdoor
cinema, and other community festivals.

3.8.   Overall, what do you currently value most about St Leonards
Park and what would you not want to change?
By far, the most valued feature of St Leonards Park is the green, open space (59.4%), particularly
the green space behind the Greens (3.9%).
“I love the scale, the open space, the great trees, the fantastic green lawns, the community spirit
and the chance for friends and family to come together.”
“Green space in North Sydney! I would not want to lose any of this precious open space.”
“Open space that's free for everyone to use, especially the front part overlooking the harbor.”
“It’s the only truly open space in the area”
“The open space for kids to just run around”
“Open green spaces - many different areas which can be used by many people at the same time for
different activities”
The other valued features of St Leonards Park are:
§  

Trees and greenery (31.7%).

“Well established trees”
“Canopy cover of mature trees”
§  

The peace and quiet of a park so close to the city, an “oasis in the city” (14.8%).

St Leonards Masterplan Stage 1 Engagement Outcomes Report ǀ 27 February 2017 ǀ
Cred Consulting ǀ Page 13

ST LEONARDS PARK MASTERPLAN STAGE 1 ENGAGEMENT
OUTCOMES REPORT

NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL

“The peace and quiet in a busy business district”
“Away from motor traffic”
§  

The dog friendliness (11.2%).

“It’s brilliant to have an off the leash park for dogs and people to socialise. It really makes a
community spirit!”
“I love walking my dog here and socialising with other dogs. Made some wonderful new friends.”
§  

The view, particularly for New Year’s Eve (12.6%).

“The fabulous view”
“The hill behind the bowls club is the perfect spot for locals to watch the NYE fireworks”
§  

The playground, particularly the musical play (12.6%).

“Love the kids playground in the park. Great resource and so close to the city!”
“The musical section as this is something a little different to other parks in the area”
Other valued features of the park included the sports facilities (7.8%), the walking paths (6.7%),
that it is family friendly, with big areas for kids to run and ride bikes (5%), the local ecosystem and
birds (5%), that there are multiple uses (4.8%), and the community feeling (3.4%).
Overall, what do you currently value most about St Leonard’s Park and would not want to change? –
Comment Analysis
70
60

%

50
40
30
20
10
0
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3.9.   What don’t you like about St Leonards Park? What would you
like to change?
The most common response was to change nothing about the park (Nothing being changed in St
Leonards Park was the most common response (17.8%).
“There is nothing that I do not like about the park as it is now.”
Other issues and ideas included:
§  

Improving toilet infrastructure including a children’s change table (12.3%).

“Better toilets near the children’s playground”
“Sometimes the toilets aren’t open”
§  

Playground upgrade (10.7%).

“Monkey bars and climbing structures would be fabulous, very hard to find parks with proper old
fashioned monkey bars these days.”
§  

Upgrading the footpaths (10%).

“Footpaths need to be flattened - many have tree roots creating a trip hazard”.
§  

Better lighting and safety at night (9.4%).

“There could be better lighting in the early mornings and some of the footpaths need attention as I
am concerned about rolling on my ankles.”
§  

Sports ground upgrades (9.4%).

“Need better facilities for football/soccer and cricket”
§  

Commuter cyclist conflict (9.1%).

“Bicycles using the narrow paths that are sub-standard are dangerous.”
§  

Concerns about The Greens and commercial events including noise, alcohol and particularly
traffic on the driveway (6.1%).

“Drunken and disruptive antics late into the night”
“People speed along the driveway of the bowling club”
Other responses included better seating and table infrastructure (5.5%), reducing the impact of
bootcamps (4.9%), conflict with dog users including preferring dogs to be restricted to one area of
the park (4.5%), adding a kiosk (4.2%), more water fountains including water for dogs (3.9%), and
more BBQs (3.9%).
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3.10.  Priority facilities
Facilities that were a priority are:
§  

Open spaces for relaxation were rated as either Extremely Important (52.8%) or Very Important
(31.6%),

§  

Walking paths were rated as either Extremely Important (42.8%) or Very Important (34.7%),

§  

Informal space for socialising/relaxing was rated as either Extremely Important (33.7%) or Very
Important 35.5%),

§  

Recreation space for young people/older children was rated as either Extremely Important (29.6%) or
Very Important (32.5%),

§  

Adventure play for young children was rated as either Extremely Important (30.1%) or Very Important
(26%), and

§  

Improved seating and tables was rated as either Extremely Important (24.8%) or Very Important (33%).

Dog exercise/socialisation areas were polarising: 40.6% rate this as Extremely or Very important, and
42.4% rate as Not at all or Slightly important.
The least supported/important facilities are:
§  

Commuter cycling paths (Not at all important at 33.1%),

§  

Bicycle facilities (Not at all important at 30.7%),

§  

Outdoor gym/fitness facilities (Not at all important at 30.6%), and

§  

Amphitheatre (Not at all important at 28.6%).

Comments on facilities needed for the park centred on:
§  

Don’t change the park (12 comments),

§  

Maintaining open spaces (11 comments),

§  

Cyclists should not be allowed in the park, or go around the park (10 comments),

§  

Separate cycling paths for pedestrians and cyclists (9 comments),

§  

Recreational cycling paths for children (9 comments),

§  

Improving the seating and tables (8 comments), and

§  

Social and recreation spaces including more BBQs (8 comments).

3.11.  Park amenity
In terms of park amenity, priorities were:
§  

Improved toilet block rated as Extremely Important (32%) and Very Important (28.5%)
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-  

There were 7 comments about improving the toilet block including lighting, toilet paper,
cleanliness and change table facilities.

§  

Increased numbers of water fountains/water refill stations rated as Extremely Important (25.7%) or
Very Important (27.2%).

§  

Improved lighting rated as Extremely Important (25.1%) or Very Important (26.1%)
-  

§  

There were 17 comments on increasing the lighting for safety at night.

Improved pathways and circulation rated as Extremely important (22.1%) and Very Important (25.4%)
-  

There were 6 comments on improving pathway surfaces.

By a significant proportion, the least supported amenity was a kiosk, rated as Not at all Important by
34.1% of respondents).
There were 8 comments about concerns that more trees would mean a loss of open space.
There were 7 comments supportive of using gardens as a green buffer around the park.
The historical artefacts rated as important to people: 55% of survey respondents rate them as Very or
Extremely important. Only 21.1% rate as Slightly or Not at all important.
How would you rate the importance of the Artefacts (fountain, cannon, war memorial, etc.) in St Leonards
Park?
Extremely important
26%

Not at all important
13%
Slightly important
8%

Moderately important
24%
Very important
29%

  

  

3.12.  Sustainability
Sustainability in the park is important to people, mostly in terms of habitat for native birds and animals
rated as Extremely Important (42.1%) or Very Important (33%). Storm water treatment and energy
conservation are slightly less important:
§  

Storm water treatment rated as Extremely important (27.7%) or Very Important (33.1%), and

§  

Energy conservation rated as Extremely Important (28.5%) or Very important (30.5%).

Ideas included:
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§  

People appreciate the bird life and want to encourage it through keeping older trees with hollows,
native trees, and containing off leash dog area (5 people),

§  

Solar lights (3 people),

§  

Address drainage issues in the park (2 people),

§  

Promote car-free transportation to the park (2 people),

§  

Lead in sustainability and use innovative methods e.g. smart lighting and use the park as a display for
sustainability measures (2 people),

§  

Compostable dog bags and compost bins, and

§  

Recycling bins.

Comments also included that environmental measures should be cost effective and not detract from
safety and amenity in the park.

3.13.  Layout and design
In terms of layout and design:
§  

Improve traffic safety for pedestrian safety was the most supported rated as Extremely Important
(24.8%) or Very Important (23%),

§  

Separate pathways for cyclists and pedestrians was strongly supported, but polarising with 27.3%
rating this as Extremely Important and 23.2% rating this as Not at all Important,

§  

Improving pathways for shared use by pedestrians and cyclists was somewhat supported with 18.5%
rating this as Extremely Important and 25% rating this as Very Important. But with some opposition,
with 20.8% rating this as Not at all Important,

§  

Relocation of elements/features was the least supported/important rated as Not at all Important by
45.4% of survey respondents.

Comments on this topic included:
§  

Separate pathways for pedestrians and cyclists are preferred (10 comments),

§  

Improve pathways for shared use by cyclists and pedestrians (7 comments),

§  

Plant a green buffer/gardens (6 comments),

§  

Cyclists should be on the road and out of the park (4 comments), and

§  

Improve pathway surfaces for pedestrians including prams and wheelchair users (3 comments).

3.14.  Other comments
The survey team also spoke informally with some park users. One group of six, year twelve boys said that
the most valued thing in the park was the benches and basketball courts. There is a need for more water
fountains that are bigger and better, and permanent bins. There is also a need for more benches
including in the sun. One ten-year-old boy said that his favourite thing is cycling in the park, and the
swings. He would like to see new climbing things in the playground.
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The survey team also discussed the need for more water refill stations and water bowls for dogs with a
parent using the park for a children’s party, who had brought large numbers of water bottles as she knew
there were limited and unhygienic water fountains in the park.
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4.   Staff workshop outcomes
A staff workshop was held with 11 Council staff on 30 August 2016.
Uses
Key uses discussed were informal and school sports groups, big events using the turf for food areas,
people travelling to/from The Greens and events, personal training, walking, personal events, dog
walking and animal/bird habitat. It was also noted that people use the cricket nets for Tai Chi.
Issues
Key issues were:
§  

Noise from the freeway making some areas less desirable

§  

Noise impact of the Greens and the oval on residents

§  

Personal training using trees and furniture

§  

Constant use of the flat open spaces for sports, and

§  

Cyclists and people leaving the Greens destroying grass around the War Memorial at a time of
significant events for the Centenary.

Values
Key values were:
§  

Scenic quality including for people driving past on Falcon St who are stuck in traffic

§  

Flat open spaces for sports

§  

Trees

§  

Heritage in terms of the layout and War Memorial particularly

§  

Size

§  

Amenity for workers

§  

Quiet retreat from high density living

§  

Social hub, and

§  

Music shell although it is probably underused.

Facilities
Possible improvements include:
§  

Recreational cycling with children emerged in the recreation study

§  

Making the music shell more usable – audience sits in the tree spaces in summer rather than in front
as it is too hot

§  

More BBQ space
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§  

Seating to accommodate groups, tables for people with disability (open ended picnic tables)

§  

Identification of the park as St Leonards Park

§  

Play equipment and crawl spaces for babies

§  

Space for older kids, and

§  

Need a turf wicket facility for the venue to be a location for first class fixtures – could have the nets on
the hill so that people can watch the cricketers train for free.

Park amenity
§  

There is a new kiosk on weekends in the Bon Andrews Pavilion, and new public toilets at the back of
Cunningham Pavilion.

§  

Fig Tree Lane is a dangerous place with a mix of people walking, driving and cycling on it.

§  

Lighting
-  

There is a need to improve the lighting system as it often breaks

-  

The design of the lamps is part of the North Sydney architectural palette

-  

People just walk on the grass, the lamps in the middle of the path don’t slow people down but
they do stop vehicles driving on the paths, and

§  

Irrigation
-  

More storage for irrigation would be good.

Layout and design
§  

There are spaces that are less used that it would be good to encourage people to use to share the
wear on the Park including:
-  

Buffer on Falcon St and seating to encourage use there

-  

More BBQs or another playground

-  

The area on Ridge St has dense shade, grass doesn’t grow, feels separated from the rest of the
park because of the oval. The dense canopy is to reduce light spill from the oval for residents

-  

Discussion that the back of the bowling green is sparsely used daily, however it is used for the
view, picnics and dogwalkers on weekends and on NYE.

§  

Opportunity to emphasise that it is a Victorian park with avenues of trees – lemon scented gums, fig
trees, more shrubbery and plants and floral displays.

Other discussion
Over the years the bureaucracy around fees and booking has relaxed to encourage use. The park being
worn out is a problem, but it’s a good problem to have. Currently overuse is managed by temporarily
closing spaces.
Cyclists are an issue including damaging the War Memorial area, however Council wants to encourage
people to ride to work. There is an exploration of a harbour link, however this carries enormous cost.
There is a proposal for cyclists to ride around the peripheries of the park. There is a need for a physical
deterrent to riding through the park.
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5.   Stakeholder interviews and submissions
32 known stakeholders were contacted including:
§  

1 RSL

§  

3 child care/OSHC centres

§  

1 community centre

§  

2 youth centres

§  

6 community groups and residents

§  

9 sporting groups

§  

1 bowling club and restaurant

§  

7 schools, and

§  

2 state government agencies.

24 stakeholder interviews were completed with representatives of the above groups.
A further six submissions were received from sporting groups and local residents.

5.1.   How the park is currently used?
Appendix 1 provides a summary of the community uses within the different spaces in the park as
identified through stakeholder interviews. Outcomes of stakeholder interviews indicated that the park is
heavily used at lunchtimes (as a school playground and for social sport for workers), and in the evenings
(for cricket training and social sport for workers), in the early mornings and evenings (for fitness training
and walking), and within school hours (for PE and sport classes). Common uses include:
§  

Sports training,

§  

Sports, food and music events, including New Year’s Eve fireworks, markets and the outdoor cinema
in St Leonards Park. The amphitheatre is used as a warm up area for matches and sports teams also
use the park during events for moving between ovals. The RSL uses the Park for commemorative
events on ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day and around four to six private events annually,

§  

Informal sports games (residents, workers, schools)

§  

Fitness training, and

§  

Picnics and gatherings.

5.2.   What is most valuable about the park?
Stakeholders identified similar values to those identified through the survey. This includes the heritage
value and War Memorial, social spaces, playground and flat open spaces/sportsfields. The most
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important value for stakeholders was the open space areas (10 stakeholders) and that it is multi-use –
supporting a range of users and activities, and brings different groups together (8 stakeholders).
There was a focus on how the park supports strong local connections through its provision of a range of
social and recreational spaces including kick about areas, relaxation areas, the playground, the bowling
green, and the sportsfields.
Local schools with limited open space particularly valued the park to provide a space for children at
lunchtime and for exercise.

5.3.   Priorities for improvements to the park
The main priorities for improvements to the park identified through interviews and submissions included:
§  

Improved wayfinding and signage for cyclists,

§  

Improved footpath surfaces,

§  

Retention and improvement to existing open space,

§  

Addressing the potential conflicts between commuter cyclists and pedestrians within the park, and

§  

Improved amenities “it looks a bit rundown” including improved bbq areas.

Some ideas offered by individual stakeholders included:
§  

Provision of a turf warm up facility,

§  

Longer run up cricket pitch for older juniors (must be at least 10 metres or longer),

§  

Better use of the open space near Falcon Street,

§  

Maintaining the open space on Millers Street side – lots of workers use at lunch time,

§  

Better bbqs so schools can have school events,

§  

Sporting facilities onsite (as per a 2013 submission),

§  

More designated sports zones to prevent conflict between user groups,

§  

Relocate German Field Gun to the cenotaph to create a precinct, and

§  

Covered multi-use space (eg EQ Fox Studios).
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Appendix 1

Park uses (stakeholder interviews)

Time

Use

Area

Week day
morning

Fitness classes

Open grassed area

Running group (5 people) – North Sydney
Boys’

Open grassed area

St Marys Catholic Primary School for
lunchtime playground use (150 children)

Area under Fig Trees on Ridge St

Wenona Junior School for lunchtime
playground use

Access through Bowling club driveway

PE lessons and sports afternoons
(Wednesdays) – Wenona and North
Sydney Boys

Wenona - Courts and any space that can
be found that people are not using

Week day

Sports days booked through Council –
Monte Sant’Angelo Mercy College

Week night

Lunchtime workers’ social sports – bring
own football goals

Open grassed areas

Youth Centre – sporting activities, skating
and creative pursuits

Fields surrounding amphitheatre

Worker’s social sports competition

Netball courts

Amphitheatre

Fitness classes

Weekend

Local junior cricket club training

Cricket nets and synthetic pitch near
kindergarten

Training for sports teams associated with
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Netball courts

Milo Cricket – Every Saturday in term 4,
150-200 children, and parents

Cricket nets and synthetic pitch near
kindergarten

Youth Centre – sporting activities, skating
and creative pursuits

Open space surrounding amphitheatre
Amphitheatre
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Appendix 2 Summary of common issues and ideas for improvement
Feature

Issues and ideas for improvement

Cycling
infrastructure/paths

§  

Conflict with commuter cyclists identified as an issue in the survey (9.1%).

§  

Recreational cycling for children was a supported use in the staff workshop,
stakeholder interviews, and survey (9 comments).

§  

Improving pathways for shared use by pedestrians and cyclists was supported
by some, but not by others. It was extremely important to 18.5% of survey
respondents, very important to 25% and not at all important to 20.8%.

§  

There is a need to improve the paths for safety of cyclists including signage,
improving the surface and reflective strips on light poles at night (stakeholder
interview).

§  

There is a feeling in the survey and stakeholder interviews that cyclists should
be on the road or go around the park, and a concern that adding separate
cycle paths will take away grass and green space.

§  

Flat, open spaces were a key value in stakeholder interviews with formalising
sports spaces identified as a possible improvement including more designated
sport-type zones and picnic, dog walking zones (3 stakeholders) to prevent
conflict between users.

§  

9.4% of survey respondents identified improvements to sports facilities as a
need in the park, including:

Spaces for sports

Dog exercise/
socialisation areas

Children’s
playground

-  

Improve cricket nets including a longer run up (9 survey comments; and
stakeholder interviews)

-  

Netball courts/basketball hoops could have a net to prevent balls rolling
down the hill, be larger to allow basketball and netball to be played at the
same time, and be resurfaced (5 survey comments; and stakeholder
interviews)

-  

Lighting of netball courts at night to allow for more use particularly in
winter (stakeholder interviews)

-  

Other sports facilities suggested were more basketball courts (7 survey
comments), and tennis walls and tennis courts (3 survey comments).

§  

Need for a turf practice wicket for first grade fixtures (staff workshop and
stakeholder interviews).

§  

Dog friendliness of the park is a core value of the park in the survey (11.2%).
However, an issue identified in survey was conflict with dog users including
some preferring dogs to be restricted to one area of the park (14 survey
comments).

§  

Providing poo bags, bins and water is important to some people (7 survey
comments; stakeholder interviews)

§  

The playground was a core value of the park across all engagement.
Adventure play for young people was important in the survey, with 30.1% of
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Feature

Issues and ideas for improvement
respondents rating it extremely important.
§  

Upgrading the playground including with a fence was identified as an issue in
the survey (10.7%).

§  

A need for play and crawl space for babies was identified in the staff workshop.

Noise impacts

§  

Six survey comments identified that there is a need for a green buffer or some
kind of noise reduction around the park. The need for a buffer along Falcon St
to encourage use there was also identified in the staff workshop.

Informal space for
socialising/relaxing

§  

One third of survey respondents (33.7%) said this was extremely important.

§  

A need for more BBQs, seating and tables was identified in stakeholder
interviews and the survey (16 comments).

Improved seating
and tables

§  

One fifth of survey respondents said this was extremely important in the survey
(20.8%).

§  

More seating infrastructure including benches in the sun and more picnic
tables was identified as a need in the survey (5.5%).

§  

The staff workshop identified a need for seating for groups e.g. senior’s
outings.

§  

Two-fifths of survey respondents said these are extremely important (42.8%). In
the staff workshop, this was identified as a key use of the park in mornings and
evenings.

§  

10.7% of survey respondents identified a need to upgrade the footpaths.

§  

By far, the open spaces were the most valued aspect of the park in the survey
(59.4%).

§  

In the survey, more than half of respondents thought that open spaces for
relaxation were extremely important (52.8%).

§  

Six stakeholders through that it is important to maintain the open spaces for
relaxation.

Space for young
people/older
children

§  

Recreational spaces for young people/older children was identified as a need
in the staff workshop.

§  

Recreational spaces for young people was extremely important for 29.6% of
survey respondents.

Improved toilet
block

§  

This was extremely important to 32.6% of survey respondents.

§  

Survey comments suggested upgrading toilets including lighting, soap,
opening hours, baby change facilities.

Increased numbers
of water fountains

§  

Around a quarter of survey respondents found this extremely important
(25.7%).

Improved lighting

§  

Around a quarter of survey respondents found this extremely important
(25.1%).

§  

Increasing the lighting for safety at night identified as an issue in the survey

Walking paths

Open spaces for
relaxation

St Leonards Masterplan Stage 1 Engagement Outcomes Report ǀ 27 February 2017 ǀ
Cred Consulting ǀ Page 26

ST LEONARDS PARK MASTERPLAN STAGE 1 ENGAGEMENT
OUTCOMES REPORT

NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL

Feature

Issues and ideas for improvement
(9.4%) and a need to improve the lighting system as it often breaks was
identified through the staff workshop.

Gardens

Historical artefacts
and heritage

Habitat for native
birds and animals
Energy
conservation and
stormwater
treatment

Pedestrian safety

§  

Survey respondents were ambivalent about increasing/improving garden
beds, with most people rating it slightly important (22.9%) or fairly important
(28.1%).

§  

However, opportunities for more interesting landscaping to create social
rooms was identified through stakeholder interviews.

§  

Historical artefacts were important in the survey with over half of survey
respondents rating as very or extremely important (55%).

§  

Historical artefacts were identified as very important in the stakeholder
interviews.

§  

Outcomes of a stakeholder interview suggested creating a Remembrance
Pathway and a precinct around the War Memorial.

§  

Around two-fifths of survey respondents identified this as extremely important
(42%).

§  

Habitat was identified as a value of the Park through the staff workshop.

§  

This was identified as extremely important by 28.4% of survey respondents.

§  

Drainage issues identified in survey and stakeholder interviews including the
area under the fig trees along Ridge St, which takes a long time to dry out, and
flooding in Planet X.

§  

Opportunities for solar and smart lights and other innovative energy and water
conservation methods were identified in the survey (5 comments).

§  

Identified as a concern in the staff workshop and stakeholder interviews
particularly on Fig Tree Lane and the driveway to the bowling club.
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