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1.   Introduction
North Sydney Council engaged Gallagher Studio to develop a low intervention Landscape Masterplan for
St Leonards Park in North Sydney. St Leonards Park is one of North Sydney's largest and best-loved parks.
It has a distinctive Victorian landscape character and is rich in history and heritage. The Park is a great
place to play, relax and socialise, and it contains our premier sportsground, North Sydney Oval.
This report provides the outcomes of Stage 2 of the community engagement for the Masterplan.
For Stage 2, the community was consulted on a set of Draft Guiding Principles to drive the Masterplan,
and 7 Draft Park Improvement Ideas.
Consultation completed is detailed below.
Consultation Completed

Timeframe

Description

Online survey

10 May to 24 July
2017

139 surveys were completed either online or
through intercept surveys.

Street stalls

17 May to 17 June
2017

2pm to 4pm 17 May, St Leonards Park
5pm to 7pm, 17 May, Civic Place
11am to 2pm, 31 May, St Leonards Park
8am to 11am, 17 June, Northside Produce
Markets
12pm to 2pm, 17 June, St Leonards Park.

Community workshop

18 July 2017

6 participants.

Submissions

24 July 2017

8 written submissions were received.
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2.   Summary of Key Findings
This section outlines a summary of the key findings from Stage 2 consultation across all
consultation types. Overall, more than 200 people participated in the consultation process which
included an online survey relating to Draft Guiding Principles for the Masterplan; 5 pop up stalls
providing opportunities for people to rate their support or otherwise for 7 Draft Park Improvement
Ideas; a community workshop (6 attended); and written submissions (8).

4 Guiding Principles
139 surveys relating to the Draft Guiding Principles for the Draft St Leonards Park Masterplan were
received. There was overwhelming support for the Draft Guiding Principles, as detailed below:
§  

Guiding Principle 1 – A Park for All: 78% agree or strongly agree.

§  

Guiding Principle 2 – An Historic Park: 81% agree or strongly agree, and more than half of
respondents strongly agree (52%).

§  

Guiding Principle 3 – An Accessible Park: 82% agree or strongly agree, and more than half of
respondents strongly agree (54%).

§  

Guiding Principle 4 – A Generous, Comfortable Park: 89% agree or strongly agree, and more
than half of respondents strongly agree (54%)

The main reasons given for support of the Guiding Principles were support for separate cycleways,
improved facilities and amenity, and the protection of heritage values, and flora and fauna. People
who did not agree with the Guiding Principles were concerned about delineating the usage of the
park too much so that it is not flexible, or thought that the park was working well at the moment.

7 Park Improvement Ideas
More than 200 people participated in 5 pop up stalls at Civic Place and St Leonards Park in May
and June 2017. Overall, there was a high level of support for Park Improvement Ideas 1 to 6, with
more than 80% of people rating these ideas as Very Appealing or Appealing. However, Park
Improvement Idea 7 was the least supported with nearly half of participants finding it unappealing
or very unappealing (48%).

Submissions
Eight submissions were received from a range of community members. Common themes and
ideas include: cyclist and pedestrian safety, noise pollution in the park, and accessibility and
enhancement of facilities.
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3.   4 Guiding Principles
Four guiding principles were developed for the Draft Master Plan. Feedback on these principles was
through an online survey and intercept surveys in St Leonards Park. 139 surveys were completed. This
section provides a summary of the outcomes.
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3.1.   Key findings
139 responses were received, with a good representation of different age groups. 93% of respondents
live or work in the North Sydney LGA. The majority of respondents live in North Sydney LGA (86%).
Support for the Guiding Principles
There was overwhelming support for the Draft Guiding Principles, as detailed below:
§  

Guiding Principle 1: 78% agree or strongly agree.

§  

Guiding Principle 2: 81% agree or strongly agree, and more than half of respondents strongly agree
(52%).

§  

Guiding Principle 3: 82% agree or strongly agree, and more than half of respondents strongly agree
(54%).

§  

Guiding Principle 4: 89% agree or strongly agree, and more than half of respondents strongly agree
(54%).
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3.2.   Survey outcomes
1

Guiding Principle 1: “A Park for All” had the lowest agreement, but still strong agreement : 78%
agree or strongly agree.
§  

43% strongly agree

§  

35% agree

§  

9% neither agree nor disagree

§  

6% disagree

§  

7% strongly disagree.

In general, younger respondents were more supportive of this Guiding Principle.
People who agreed with this Guiding Principle would like to see more facilities or an area just for dogs,
had a preference for separate cycleways, and commented about prioritising passive or active uses.
People did not want to see the park become segregated/too clearly delineated, or any indoor sports
facilities. People wanted to see flora and fauna protected.
People who did not agree with this Guiding Principle were concerned about delineating the usage of the
park too much so that it is not flexible, did not think that the park should be for active uses, or thought
that the park was working well at the moment.
Guiding Principle 2: “An Historic Park” had very strong agreement: 81% agree or strongly agree, and
more than half of respondents strongly agree (52%).
§  

52% strongly agree

§  

29% agree

§  

10% neither agree nor disagree

§  

8% disagree

§  

2% strongly disagree

In general, older respondents were more supportive of this Guiding Principle.
People who agreed with this Guiding Principle said that these were great ideas, wanted to see the park
left as it is, and were concerned about keeping the trees and heritage values. Some people wanted to see
signage interpreting the heritage elements as well as flora and fauna.
Across all answer types, some people said that there is no need to enhance the existing heritage
elements or were concerned about keeping the park useful for modern times:

1

To calculate which Guiding Principles were most supported, a total score was calculated based on (2 x”strongly

agree%”)+(1x”agree%”).
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“It is important to retain the historic significance but at the same time not to impede its utility for people
living in current times”;
“Need to be flexible enough to deal with modern uses whilst engaging the past”;
“What worked for the park 100 years ago will not necessarily work now or in the future. The council should
not be anchored in history at the expense of improved services.”
The prominence of these comments is likely due to a miscommunication around “Enhancing the scale
and prominence of the War Memorial and Tunks Fountain”, which people interpreted to mean increasing
the physical size. However, these comments are revealing in that while there is a clear recognition of the
importance of the heritage of the park, people’s priority is a park that works for today’s users.
Guiding Principle 3: “An Accessible Park” had very strong agreement: 82% agree or strongly agree,
and more than half of respondents strongly agree (54%).
-  

54% strongly agree

-  

28% agree

-  

11% neither agree nor disagree

-  

4% disagree

-  

3% strongly disagree

In general, younger respondents were more supportive of this Guiding Principle. Older respondents were
particularly concerned about cyclists. Most people who agreed with this Guiding Principle did so because
they supported a separate cycleway for commuters. Some people were concerned that a cycleway
around the park would not solve the problem, that if the fastest route was through the park cyclists would
continue to travel that way. A small number of people (4) were concerned about losing green space to
pathways that support cyclists.
Guiding Principle 4: “A Generous, Comfortable Park” had the strongest agreement: 89% agree or
strongly agree, and more than half of respondents strongly agree (54%)
§  

54% strongly agree

§  

35% agree

§  

7% neither agree nor disagree

§  

3% disagree

§  

2% strongly disagree

In general, younger respondents were more supportive of this Guiding Principle.
People who supported this Guiding Principle said that it included great ideas and were supportive of
improvement lighting and toilets. People said that it is important to have a hierarchy of “safe” and
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“sustainable” lighting that is “sensitive to the historic feel,” and “doesn’t affect local fauna too much.”
People said that it is important to keep a balance and not dominate the park with equipment/seating etc.
The small number of people who did not support this Guiding Principle said that the park is fine as it is or
that the playground should not be expanded.
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4.   7 Park Improvement Ideas
The community and stakeholders had the opportunity to rate their support for the 7 Park Improvement
Ideas, and provide feedback through the following consultation activities:
§  

5 x pop up street stalls in St Leonards Park and Civic Centre (more than 200 people spoke with the
survey team and engaged in the dotmocracy project) (see images below).

§  

1 x community workshop (6 stakeholders attended the workshop).

This section outlines the results of these consultations.
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4.1.   Key findings
Overall, there was support (more than 80% of people thought the idea was either Very Appealing or
Appealing) for all Park Improvement Ideas 1 to 6. For Park Improvement Idea 7, nearly half of
respondents found this unappealing or very unappealing (48%). Park Improvement Idea 6 was the most
supported (75% very appealing, 17% appealing, 92% total).
Park
Very
Unappealing
Neutral
Appealing
Very
Improvement unappealing
appealing
Idea
Idea 1: Heritage - Heighten the significance of Tunks Ave and the War Memoria
3%

1%

7%

27%

62%

11%

34%

50%

6%

25%

69%

3%

32%

65%

Idea 2: Heritage - Restoring Tunks Fountain and surrounds
0%

5%

Idea 3: Circulation - Provide new and improved pedestrian paths
0%

1%

Idea 4: Use - Define and improve park spaces
0%

1%

Idea 5: Circulation - Provide a separated cycleway on the edge of the park
1%

1%

9%

24%

64%

4%

17%

75%

24%

16%

11%

Idea 6: Amenities - Provide expanded playground and facilities
2%

2%

Idea 7: Amenities - Provide a 1st class cricket practice nets
37%

11%
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4.2.   Park Improvement Ideas
Idea 1: Heritage - Heighten the significance of Tunks Ave and the War Memorial was strongly
supported: 90% of people find the idea appealing or very appealing, nearly two-thirds (62%) of people
find the idea very appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 62%

§  

Appealing: 27%

§  

Neutral: 7%

§  

Unappealing: 1%

§  

Very unappealing: 3%

While most supported the use of trees in general (13) in the design, some expressed a preference for
native trees (5) or palm trees (8), or were concerned that figs will block sunlight (2). One person
commented that palm trees can get soil borne diseases and suggested using cabbage or native palms
instead.

Some people were worried about the safety of water features for children (5), and others

questioned the cost to Council of ongoing pool maintenance (5).
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Idea 2: Heritage - Restoring Tunks Fountain and surrounds was strongly supported: 84% of people
find the idea appealing or very appealing, half (50%) of people find the idea very appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 50%

§  

Appealing: 34%

§  

Neutral: 22%

§  

Unappealing: 5%:

§  

Very unappealing: 0%

Comments received expressed support for restoring the fountain (9), and pointed out the need for
fencing (6). One person suggested using native Livistona palms in the design. Three people commented
that this improvement is not necessary.
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Idea 3: Circulation - Provide new and improved pedestrian paths was strongly supported: 94% of
people find the idea appealing or very appealing, over two-thirds (69%) of people find the idea very
appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 69%

§  

Appealing: 25%

§  

Neutral: 6%

§  

Unappealing: 1%

§  

Very unappealing: 0%

Most comments expressed support for the new width of pathways and new pathways (11), with one
person proposing a “walking circuit.” Nine people supported new lighting in the park, one suggested
considering solar-panelled lighting. Some pointed to the importance of safety (5), and the need to
improve picnic areas and benches (2).
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Idea 4: Use - Define and improve park spaces was strongly supported: 97% of people find the idea
appealing or very appealing, over two-thirds (65%) of people find the idea very appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 65%

§  

Appealing: 32%

§  

Neutral: 3%

§  

Unappealing: 1%

§  

Very unappealing: 0%

Comments supported seating options, including “benches where you can chat with friends,” and “picnic
tables” (15). Five people expressed a wish for improved and sheltered picnic/BBQ areas. Some wanted
tables for wheelchairs (3) as well as braille text (2). Three comments requested fitness equipment. Six
people wanted more bubblers, particularly “bubblers with bowls” near the sports area, as well as
“fountains/water for dogs” (4). Comments underscored the need for improved planting (7), including a
“variety of flowers.”
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Idea 5: Circulation - Provide a separated cycleway on the edge of the park was strongly supported:
88% of people find the idea appealing or very appealing, over two-thirds (64%) of people find the idea
very appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 64%

§  

Appealing: 24%

§  

Neutral: 9%

§  

Unappealing: 1%

§  

Very unappealing: 1%

People commented that this idea is “good for getting cyclists out the park,” and that the park “needs a
cycle path for kids.”
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Idea 6: Amenities - Provide expanded playground and facilities was strongly supported: 92% of
people find the idea appealing or very appealing, three-quarters (75%) of people find the idea very
appealing.
§  

Very appealing: 75%

§  

Appealing: 17%

§  

Neutral: 4%

§  

Unappealing: 2%

§  

Very unappealing: 2%

The preferred type of playground was “Adventure Play” (42%)
§  

Adventure play: 42%

§  

Informal nature play: 29%

§  

Traditional play: 15%

§  

Intergenerational play: 14%

Comments supported the play area (15), and expressed that it should be “inclusive of all abilities” and
“needs to fit in with the park.” Some people wanted more BBQs (8), and a café (2). Six people were
concerned about safety. One person commented that the park needs places to play for older children;
another noted that the current playground is very loved.
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Idea 7: Amenities - Provide a 1st class cricket practice nets was unsupported: less than one-third
(28%) of people find the idea appealing or very appealing, nearly half find the idea unappealing or very
unappealing (48%).
§  

Very appealing: 11%

§  

Appealing: 16%

§  

Neutral: 24%

§  

Unappealing: 11%

§  

Very unappealing: 37%

Comments expressed a wish to keep the current mound and objected to making a cricket pitch (9),
because you “won’t be able to view the harbour.” Seven people felt that the nets are intrusive, saying:
“this is not the right location,” and “use this area for running.” However, seven people supported the nets,
with a further eight people supporting the nets only if there is public access and/or school use. Two
people wanted to see more netball courts in the park.
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5.   Submissions
Eight submissions were received from a range of community members and stakeholders. This section
provides a high-level summary of key themes and ideas from the submissions.

5.1.   Key themes
Cyclists and pedestrian safety
Pedestrians expressed concerns about the dangers of commuter cyclists going through the park at a high
speed, and applauded separate cycleways. One person suggested a separate cycle circuit for children. A
cyclist wrote in about wanting to keep a path through the park.
Noise pollution
One submission was concerned about noise pollution in the park, particularly coming from Falcon Street,
and suggested enclosing the park with high edges to decrease noise.
Trees
One letter objected to planting fig trees in the park, because they take away sun and light and attract
flying foxes.
Enhancement of facilities
A number of submissions wanted to see the enhancement of facilities such as seats, water fountains,
shady areas, BBQs, sporting facilities, and toilets. Two people would like to see a refreshment kiosk open
in the park.
Increasing accessibility
Three submissions addressed the need to make playgrounds and other park facilities accessible for
people with disabilities.
(Cultural) activities and public art
A few submissions would like to see more activities, events and public art programming in the park,
perhaps relating to the Indigenous history of the park.

Additional facilities for children
One submission discussed the lack of local facilities for nearby primary schools for sports and after shool
care and the consideration of this need in the Master Plan process.
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